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Isaiah by Mail 
 A Bible Study Born in the Midst of Covid  

 

Monday, July 6, 2020 

 
Hi Everyone! 
 

Do you know what I’ve realized during these days of 

bad news and then more bad news?  God always 

gives us something beautiful and amazing to see or 

think about or hear about in the midst of the most 

painful times!  Those are the things that give us 

hope!  And those are the things we can focus on.   

 

What is that amazing thought?  It does not look like God intends to totally destroy Israel, 

this beloved one who has become His enemy!  It looks like God wants to restore the 

one He loves, not annihilate her.  

 

But how can He do that?  How can He take something completely spoiled, and renew it 

to its fresh, original condition?  He’s going to have make an exchange.  One pure, 

sinless, joyful life exchanged for her filthy, degraded unhappy life.  He’s going to have to 

give her an inconceivable gift.  He’s going to have to take away the old and replace it 

with the new.   

 

Jesus, the Messiah of Israel, was the plan.  His pure, sinless, joyful life would be laid on 

the bartering table – and He would be given as a free gift to the people who had no 

money to buy what they needed to make them pure again.  If Jesus had not come, 

Israel would have had no possible chance to be reconciled to their God…or to ever be 

restored to what God always intended them to be.  No chance at all.  Look at this 

description of them:   

 

“There is none righteous, no, not one; There is none who understands; There is none 
who seeks after God. They have all turned aside; They have together become 
unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one. Their throat is an open tomb; 
with their tongues they have practiced deceit; The poison of asps is under their lips;  
Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness. Their feet are swift to shed blood;  
Destruction and misery are in their ways; And the way of peace they have not known. 
There is no fear of God before their eyes.”   Romans 3:10-18 
 
 
Israel’s condition in Isaiah’s day is a picture of our own condition at the time each of us 

came face to face with how sinful we really were, and how hopeless our condition really 

was.  Israel is a picture to us of ourselves before we believed in Jesus. 
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Her condition wasn’t hopeless, though.  There was great hope.  But there would also be 

great pain in having her eyes opened to how much she needed that hope.  Just like 

there was great pain for many of us when we first realized how rotten we were, and how 

much we needed a Savior. 

 

What was her hope?  Jesus.  Her Messiah.  The Christ.  The Promised One.  She knew 

He had been promised.  But in Isaiah’s day she didn’t yet realize what His coming would 

do. 

 

She was still clogged up in her sins.  So clogged up she didn’t have any memory of 

what purity and freedom felt like.  She thought life was just always going to feel this 

way.   

 

She didn’t know what the gift of Jesus was going to do.  “For the wages of sin is death, 
but the gift of life is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 6:23 
 
But….even though she didn’t deserve it….and even though she had no idea how much 

she needed it….and even though the Lord knew she would at first reject it….the gift of 

God was coming! 

 

 

“….blindness in part has happened to Israel until 
the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.  And so all 
Israel will be saved, as it is written: ‘The deliverer 
will come out of Zion, and He will turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob; for this is my covenant 
with them, when I take away their sins.’ “  Romans 
11: 25-27 
 
 
 
- Kathleen 
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Isaiah 1:21 – 2:4 – Restoration 
Questions 

  
Memory Verse for this week:  Isaiah 2:4 

“..They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks;  
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.’” 

 
1.  1:21-23  God begins this section by reminding Israel of how far away from Him 

she has gone. 

 

• :21 She used to be a faithful lover, but now she is a     

 

• :21  She used to practice justice, but now she is full of    

 

• :22  She used to be like beautiful silver, but now she is 

Like the     

 

• :22  She used to be like fine wine, but now that wine is    

 

• :23  Her Kings used to be strong for God, but now are 

     

 

• :23  She used to be honorable, but now she accepts     

 

• :23  She used to take care of the weak, but now she 

Takes      of the weak. 

 

 

2. 1:24  Therefore, what is God going to do? 

 

 

3. 1:25  Who is God’s enemy here? 

 

 

4. 1:26& 27  But….does it look like God is going to completely destroy His enemy?  

What does He intend to be the end result of His judgment on Israel? 

 

• She will again have judges who practice     

 

• She will again be a      lover. 

 

• She will again be a        city. 
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5. 1:28-30  When they are judged, the people of Israel will feel shame for their 

disobedience.  What is the “terebinth tree” this passage is talking about? 

 

 

 

 

6. 1:31  When they are judged, even the strong among them will be weak.  

Everything they have done which they are so proud of will go up in   

 .     Revelation 17:12-14 

 

 

7. 2:2-4   What will Israel be like when the Lord finally makes everything right 

again? 

 

• All nations will come to       . 

 

• All nations will want to learn      . 

 

• All nations will bow to       . 

 

• No more       . 

 

The future restoration of Israel will affect the whole world! 

 

When God restores something, He does it completely. 

 

 
APPLICATION QUESTIONS: 
 

8. When you believed in Jesus, were you completely restored? 

 

 

9. What will you be like someday when you are completely restored? 

 

 

 

10. What will our world be like someday when it is completely restored?  Romans 
8:22   Revelation 21:22 – 22:5 
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Isaiah 1:21 – 2:4   Restoration 
Kathleen’s Answers & Comments 

 
Memory Verse:  Isaiah 2:4 

“..They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks;  
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.’” 

 
When God restores something, He does it completely. 

 
1.  1:21-23  God begins this section by reminding Israel of how far away from Him 

she has gone. 

 

• :21 She used to be a faithful lover, but now she is a  harlot   

 

• :21  She used to practice justice, but now she is full of  murder  

 

• :22  She used to be like beautiful silver, but now she is 

like the  dross (the dull scum on top of the heated up silver)   

 

• :22  She used to be like fine wine, but now that wine is  watered down  

 

• :23  Her Kings used to be strong for God, but now are 

 rebellious    

 

• :23  She used to be honorable, but now she accepts    bribes   

 

• :23  She used to take care of the weak, but now she 

takes     advantage    of the weak. 

 

 

2. 1:24  Therefore, what is God going to do? 

 

He is going to get rid of the ones who have become His adversaries….His enemies. 

 

 

3. 1:25  Who is God’s enemy here? 

 

The people of Israel.  We know that doesn’t include the “remnant” of those who truly 

believed in Him and obeyed Him.  But the majority of the general population of Israel 

are the enemy He is speaking to here.   

 

 

4. 1:26& 27  But….does it look like God is going to completely destroy His enemy?  

What does He intend to be the end result of His judgment on Israel? 
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You see, God is promising both Redemption (:27) and Destruction (:28).   No doubt 

about the fact that both of these things will happen.  How can that be?   

 

The destruction was coming for the people in Isaiah’s day.  Assyria and Babylon are 

going to nearly crush her.  Some will survive…barely.  Some will return from Babylon to 

Jerusalem.  Some will still be there, hardly making it through life when Jesus arrives on 

the scene.  Some will survive the destruction of the Romans after Jesus is resurrected.  

Some will survive the centuries of persecution after that.  Some will survive Nazi 

Germany.  And amongst all those Jewish survivors some still believed in God, and then 

in Jesus, and hoped and waited.  Not many, but some.   

 

Much of what we will read in Isaiah was spoken of course to the Jews of Isaiah’s day, 

but it is also spoken as prophecy to the Jews who through the years would survive.  It is 

“layered” prophecy, true for Isaiah’s contemporaries, and true all the way up through 

Jewish people of 2020.   

 

Today there are a few Jews who believe in Jesus, and many, many Jews who do not.  

This prophecy is for all of them.  Because the day is coming when Isaiah 2:1-4 will 

happen.  It hasn’t happened yet, but it is what the Lord had in His line of sight when He 

had Isaiah speak these words.   

 

And when God reaches out to make this happen, the people of Israel will at first feel 

shame.  (:29)  They will feel shame that they have chosen “terebinth trees” to put their 

faith in, instead of the One, True God. 

 

• She will again have judges who practice  justice   

 

• She will again be a   faithful   lover. 

 

• She will again be a    righteous    city. 

 

 

 

5. 1:28-30  When they are judged, the people of Israel will feel shame for their 

disobedience.  What is the “terebinth tree” this passage is talking about? 

 

In this passage, the terebinth tree (probably an oak) is a symbol of strength (for the 

terebinth tree was a very strong, tall, powerful looking tree).  But in this case, 

choosing to worship under a terebinth tree was wrong.  Israel was choosing to 

worship under a strong, powerful-looking tree, instead of in Jerusalem, where God 

told them to worship.  They were choosing the strength of the world, instead of the 

strength of God.  They were choosing a strength they could see instead of a strength 

they would have to believe in with faith. 

 

And when their destruction begins, they will feel shame at what they have chosen. 
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And that terebinth they have chosen will fade and its strength will be revealed for 

what it is….just something which looks great but cannot survive.  It will become like 

a pile of dead, dried wood – it will go up in flames quickly.  (:31)   Check out 

Revelation 17:12-14 for a simple, graphic description of the day (sometime in our 

future) when that terebinth tree will disappear. 

 

But destruction of the terebinth trees of Israel is not the goal…the goal of God is the 

future restoration of Israel…and the future restoration of the whole world.   

 

 

6. 1:31  When they are judged, even the strong among them will be weak.  

Everything they have done which they are so proud of will go up in  flames 

 .     Revelation 17:12-14 

 

 

7. 2:2-4   What will Israel be like when the Lord finally makes everything right 

again? 

 

• All nations will come to  The Lord’s House in Jerusalem to worship.  

 

• All nations will want to learn  God’s ways, God’s law, God’s Word  

 

• All nations will bow to   The Lord - Jesus   . 

 

• No more  War.    . 

 

The future restoration of Israel will affect the whole world! 

 

When God restores something, He does it completely. 

 


