
 

 
 
 
 

WEEK  #3 
Isaiah 1:5-9  - Remnant 

 

 
 

“Unless the Lord of Hosts had left to us a very small 
remnant, we would have become like Sodom, we 

would have been made like Gomorrah.”  Isaiah 1:9 
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I’m not a seamstress, in fact, I have never owned a sewing machine, or made a piece of 
clothing (well, there was that one outfit I made in 7th grade for the school fashion 
show…but it was pitiful and I was saved from having to model it because I volunteered 
to be the Master of Ceremonies…that outfit doesn’t count.) 
 
But I think I understand what a “remnant” is.  All of you feel free to correct me – but it’s a 
small piece of material which was at one time a part of a larger piece of material.  
Right?   
 
Today’s Isaiah passage is all about a “remnant’ of people, a small group of Israelites, 
spread out throughout the whole nation, who are unimportant-looking and insignificant, 
but they still love the One, True God and want to worship Him in spirit and truth, and 
obey Him no matter what.  They live in the midst of a large nation of people who say 
they love God, who even go to worship the Lord God weekly, but who are living like 
there is no God.   
 
I am hoping this “remnant” of Isaiah’s time will make us realize we have the chance to 
be today’s remnant.  We are surrounded, just like they were, by “Believers in God” who 
say they worship Jesus, but who don’t act like it. 
 
Am I being judgmental?  No.  I’m speaking the truth.   
 
As we get closer and closer to the coming presidential election I think there’s no doubt 
we will see monumental hatred and violence displayed in the streets and in the homes 
of our country.  Some of that mean-spiritedness is even now coming from Christians.    
 
There will be angry words which should never have been uttered.  And arrogant pride 
coming from people who know they could only have been saved by grace – but they 
can’t seem to remember it.   
 
 
 
 



 

Don’t let it be us.  Let’s be the remnant.   
 

 
What did Jesus say 
during His turbulent 
political times?  
 
 “A new commandment 
I give to you, that you 
love one another; as I 
have loved you, that 
you also love one 
another.  By this all will 
know that you are My 
disciples, if you have 
love one for another.”  
John 13:34-35 
 
Do you want to be 
today’s remnant?  
Return love for hate.   
 
Say wonderful things 
about the people who 

are saying horrible things about you or your beliefs.   
 
Don’t get angry about the views everyone has which you don’t agree with.     
 
If anyone is unloving to you, bring your hurt on your knees before your God.  Ask Him to 
replace the hurt and the desire for hurting with something better – ask Him to replace it 
with love and the desire to give blessings. 
 
Pray constantly for the chance to tell someone the good news of the Gospel.  It’s really 
hard to be angry with someone to whom you just told the story of Jesus.   
 
You are all in my prayers every week – I can’t wait to see the things we can do as God’s 
2020 Remnant!!! 
 

- Kathleen 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Isaiah 1:5-9 – Remnant 
Questions 

 
Memory Verse for this week:  Isaiah 1:9 

“Unless the LORD of hosts had left to us a very small remnant, we would have become 
like Sodom, we would have been made like Gomorrah.’” 

 
 

1. :5   Every time the LORD tried to get the attention of the Israelites, by letting 
them go through suffering, what was their reaction?  If the LORD gave them 
another tragedy, how would they react?  (look at verse 6 to find out why) 

 
 

2. :6  First, The LORD compares Israel to a human body…what kind of shape is it 
in? 

 
 

3. :6  When this body got scrapes or wounds, were those scrapes and wounds 
bound and carefully taken care of? 

 
 

4. :6  So what does that mean?  When this body (Jewish people) got into sin…even 
little sins….did they do something about those sins?  Or did they just let them 
linger and fester and get worse? 

 
 

What happens to your relationship with God when little sins are  not dealt with 
along the way? 

 
 

5. :7&8  How does Isaiah describe the physical condition of Israel 
 
 

6. :9  What is “Sodom and Gomorrah”?  Genesis 29:23-25 
 

 
7. But it seems there is hope!  What is the hope? 

 
 

8. :9  What does “remnant” mean? 
 

9. :9  If there had been no “remnant”, what would have been the end of Israel? 
 
 
 



 

10. Can you think of times in Bible history or future when a “remnant” was left to 
keep spreading hope and truth?    
 
 
 
 

 
APPLICATION QUESTIONS: 
 

11. Have you ever been far from the LORD as a Christian? 
 
 

12. Was it one big sin which drew you away?  Was it a slow accumulation of little 
sins? 

 
 

13. What brought you back? 
 
 

14. Do you think the church today is anything like Israel in Isaiah’s day? 
 
 

15. Is there a “remnant” today? 
 
 

16. Was there ever someone in your life who was a “remnant”?  Someone who was 
walking by faith, who opened your eyes to your own lack of faith? 
 

 
 
 
 

17. Are you a “remnant” today for someone else?   
 
 
 

18. There is an old song which says “Little is much when God is in it.”  A remnant is 
just a little piece of something – almost insignificant.  Can you think of examples 
of something “little” which turned out to be quite sufficient for the job to be done? 

 
 
 



 

 
 

Isaiah 1:5-9   Remnant 
Kathleen’s Answers and Comments  

 
Memory Verse for this week:  Isaiah 1:9 

“Unless the LORD of hosts had left to us a very small remnant, we would have become 
like Sodom, we would have been made like Gomorrah.’” 

 
  
During Isaiah’s time, God had more than just one prophet preaching to the people of 
Israel.  Look at who else the Lord had in place, telling the Jewish people to know and 
love and obey Him: 
 

 
 
      Isaiah          Jeremiah      Oded          Amos         Micah         Hosea 

 
(Seriously, there was a prophet named Oded! 2nd Chronicles 28:9-11) 

 
Because of these faithful men of God there was a remnant of believers who did know 
God and did want to obey Him.  That remnant was the most valuable group of people 
on planet earth at that time!  All of the future from that point on depended on the 
prophets being willing to speak the uncomfortable message of God, and the remnant’s 
faithfulness to listen to the prophets and believe what God said!   
 
To be honest, I believe life was just plain brutal for the prophets and the remnant!  But 
they did it! 
 
 
 

1. :5   Every time the LORD tried to get the attention of the Israelites, by letting 
them go through suffering, what was their reaction?   If the LORD gave them 
another tragedy, how would they react?   (look at verse 6 to find out why) 

 
The Lord has apparently been working in their lives, but they didn’t know it, or didn’t 
want to admit it.  At this point the Lord knows if He gives them yet another tragedy to 
deal with, they will simply become more rebellious.  It’s like they have crossed a line of 
evil and refuse to even look back at their real selves.  They are hurting and won’t admit 
it. 
 
 



 

2. :6  First, The LORD compares Israel to a human body…what kind of shape is it 
in? 

 
It sounds like he is comparing them to a body that has either been in a horrible fight 
which they lost, or comparing them to a body that has been deathly ill.   
 
 

3. :6  When this body got scrapes or wounds, were those scrapes and wounds 
bound and carefully taken care of? 

 
No.  The wounds were never gently and antiseptically taken care of.  In that case, that 
would mean infection would have set in and spread. 
 
 

4. :6  So what does that mean?  When this body (Jewish people) got into sin…even 
little sins….did they do something about those sins?  Or did they just let them 
linger and fester and get worse? 

 
Obvious answer, right?  God’s comparison of them to a wretched human body is talking 
about all the sins they have let slide in their lives.  They have definitely gotten worse.   
 
What happens to a person’s relationship with God when little sins are not dealt with 
along the way?  Callouses develop in our spirit – we might think we are OK with 
God…we might act like a Christian would act…but something is very wrong underneath 
it all.   
 

5. :7&8  How does Isaiah 
describe the physical 
condition of Israel?    

 
A “hut in a garden of cucumbers” 
might sound to us like a sweet 
little cottage in the middle of a 
vegetable garden, but the 
Jewish people understood that 
He was saying they were a 
ravaged battlefield…a desert 
that had once been a garden. 
 
Now here’s an interesting twist to this part of Isaiah’s prophecy: What Isaiah is 
describing hasn’t happened yet…Israel as a nation actually looked and felt very 
prosperous at the time Isaiah said this.    
 
So how do you think the Jewish people reacted to this horrible description of their land?  
Would they have laughed at him?  Would they have been insulted? Do you think they 
believed it?  Do you think  they accepted the words of God about what was someday 



 

coming, when all they could see was peace and happiness?  Does this remind you of 
any nation today? 
 
 

6. :9  What is “Sodom and Gomorrah”?  Genesis 29:23-25 
 
Genesis 19 tells the creepy but true story of Sodom and Gomorrah.  They were twin 
cities full of the most depraved sin imaginable.  Abraham’s nephew, Lot, had decided to 
live there – he was sort of attracted to the worldliness and sparkle of these cities.  The 
angel of God went to Lot to give him a chance to come out of the cities before judgment 
fell down on them from heaven.  Lot did end up almost being dragged out of the cities, 
along with his not-to-cooperative family, and most of them were saved from the fire and 
brimstone which rained down on the cities and destroyed them.  The only one of Lot’s 
family which didn’t survive the escape was Lot’s wife, famous for looking back with 
longing at all she was leaving – and becoming a pillar of salt! 
 
Sodom and Gomorrah became a by-word for extreme sinfulness and well-deserved 
judgment. 
 
 

7. But it seems there is hope!  What is the hope? 
 
The hope for Isaiah’s time is that there is a small portion of Israel, a very limited number 
of Israelites – called “the remnant” – who were true worshippers of the One, True God.  
They wanted to live in obedience, and were, like Isaiah, tormented by the falseness of 
the religion they saw all around them. 
 
 

8. :9  What does “remnant” mean? 
 
The original meaning is “a small piece of cloth torn away from the larger piece”.   
 
 

9. :9  If there had been no “remnant”, what would have been the end of Israel? 
 
Israel would have been completely and utterly judged and destroyed long ago if it wasn’t 
for the remnant.  
 

10. Can you think of times in Bible history or future when a “remnant” was left to 
keep spreading hope and truth?    

 
• How about in Egypt during the time of Moses, when the Egyptians were 

loading such misery on the Jewish people?  Was there a remnant? 
• How about during the time of the Judges, when “every man did what was 

right in his own eyes”? 
• During the time of the Kings? 



 

• How about when the Jewish people were taken captive to Babylon?  How 
about when they returned? 

• How about in Jesus’ time? 
• How about when the church started? 
• How about all during the church age?  Is there a remnant now? 
• How about when Jesus returns?  Will there be a remnant then? 
 

 


