
 

 
 

WEEK  #2 
Isaiah 1:2-4  - Rebellion 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Isaiah by Mail 
 A Bible Study Born in the Midst of Covid  

  
 
Monday, June 15, 2020 
 
In this week’s Isaiah passage, Isaiah 1:2-4, the Lord 
is calling the heavens and the earth into a courtroom, 
and is asking all the world to stand in agreement with 
Him as He makes His case against His own children! 
 
If you have children you may understand the 
emotions and heartache that the Lord is bringing to 

this courtroom.  He has loved and adored His children, but they have rebelled against 
His ways and His rules, and eventually they have decided they hate Him!  They still 
want Him to provide for all their needs, treat them special, give them all their hearts 
desire, but they want nothing to do with Him other than that. 
 
As I am preparing for this Isaiah study I am using several commentaries, and the one I 
have enjoyed the most so far is by J. Vernon McGee.  He’s so down to earth – and I 
love his illustrations as he makes Isaiah’s difficult words easier for me. 
 
I’d like to quote McGee here, 
as He talks about God’s right 
to do this – to bring his own 
children into a court of justice:  
“In the thinking of the world, 
God has been removed from 
the throne of judgment.  He 
has been divested of His 
authority, robbed of His regal 
prerogative, shorn of His 
locks as the moral ruler of the 
universe; He has been towed 
to the edge of the world and pushed over as excess baggage.  This is a blasphemous 
picture of God!  He is still the moral ruler of His universe.  He is still upon the throne of 
justice; He has not abdicated.  He punishes sin!” 
 
Why, then, isn’t our world already in ashes?  Why aren’t all of the prodigal sons and 
daughters gone from God’s earth?  And why does Jesus tell the story of a Prodigal Son 
who comes home to forgiveness and a party thrown for him?   
 



 

Why?  Because Isaiah and every other prophet of God proclaimed not only damnation 
for that rebellion…but also the Good News – that a Savior was coming to pay the price 
necessary to wipe that damnation off the judicial record!    
 
If you have believed in Jesus, the judicial record with your name on it says:  PAID IN 
FULL!!, no matter what you have done in rebellion against God.   
 

 
 
Isaiah has much Good News for us – but first, we need to see that He knows our 
rebellious hearts.   
 
  
 
 

- Kathleen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Isaiah 1:2-4 – Rebellion 
Questions   

 
The LORD totally loved this people He had chosen.  And His task for them?  Love me.  
Listen to me.  Obey me.  And in so doing, you will show the rest of the world what I am 
all about. 
 
But they rebelled.  They turned away from His ways, and chose instead the ways of the 
heathen who lived around them. 
 
Here’s your key verse for this week.  Memorize it, think about it often, ask Jesus to sink 
it deep into your heart, let the truth you learn change you.   
 
“Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth!  For the LORD has spoken: ‘I have nourished 
and brought up children, and they have rebelled against Me.’ ”  Isaiah 1:2 
 

 
1. :2  What is Isaiah’s prophecy all about? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. :3  How do you think the LORD feels about this? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. :3&4   How bad is their rebellion?  What does “turned away backwards” mean? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPLICATION QUESTIONS: 
 

4. What is rebellion?  Is it ever good?   
 
 



 

 
 
 

5. Have you ever been rebellious against God?  Why?  Did any good come out of 
it?  Are you glad you did? 

 
 
 
 

6. Have you ever had someone you love rebel against you?  How did it feel?  How 
long did it last?  Did any good come out of it?  Are you glad they did? 
 

 
 

 
7. Jesus spoke out against the authorities of His day.  Was that rebellion?   

 
 
 
 

8. Can you think of any Bible stories of people who were rebellious against God?  
How did their lives turn out? 
 
 

 
 

9. Where do we see rebellion against God  in our world right now?  
 
 
 
 

10. Where do we see rebellion against God in the church today? 
 

 
 

 
11.  Are you yourself rebelling against God right now?  Why? 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Isaiah 1:2-4 – Rebellion 
Kathleen’s Answers and Comments 

 
Before we begin to apply this little passage to our own lives, I’d like to make sure we 
realize how bad rebellion is…and how prone to it each of us is.  This is not a lesson for 
someone else.  It’s a lesson for us. 
 
So step aside from our passage for a minute and consider with me a current 
phenomenon in America.  By the hundreds and thousands, many, many students and 
others are getting involved in a false religion called “wicca”.  Do you know what that is?  
Put very simply, it’s worship of Satan.  Sorcery.  Witchcraft.  Many of the proponents of 
wicca will tell you it is the worship of mother earth, or of nature…etc.  But the truth is, it 
is the age-old worship of the devil.  Now…read what the Bible says about how evil this 
is:   

Deuteronomy 18: 9-13 
Deuteronomy 4:19&20 

Leviticus 19:31 
Leviticus 20:6 

Galatians 5:19-21 
Revelation 9:21 
Revelation 21:8 

 
In Old Testament times this worship of Satan led to abominable things…like throwing 
your newborn baby into a fire in order to offer it as a sacrifice to demons masquerading 
as gods.  Today, the wicca worship of Satan still leads to abominable things, like 
wallowing in drugs and sexual immorality in order to “celebrate mother earth”. 
 
Now…having seen how deplorable witchcraft is, look at the following verse:  1st Samuel 
15:23  “For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft…” 
 
Our little rebellions might seem innocent to us…or they might seem like we have the 
right to them…but they are every bit as evil as wicca, witchcraft, sorcery, throwing 
babies into the fire, and wallowing in drugs and sexual immorality.  So…do we get 
it?....do we understand how horrible rebellion is?  If so, now we can read, talk about, 
and apply this passage to ourselves: 
 

1. :2  What is Isaiah’s prophecy all about? 
 
The whole first chapter, no…the whole first 5 chapters, no….the whole book of Isaiah is 
about rebellion against God.  Yes, it’s addressed to the Israelites during Isaiah’s day, 
but it is totally applicable to every person who has ever lived on planet earth.  Rebellion 
is what Adam and Eve did in the garden.  It’s what Jacob did when he lied to his father 



 

in order to receive an inheritance.  It’s what King Saul did when he went against God’s 
directives for battle.  It’s what King David did when he chose to be an adulterer.  And it’s 
what the Pharisees and Sadducees did in Jesus’ day when they hung Him from the 
cross.   
 
The great news is that the book of Isaiah not only tells the truth about rebellion, it also 
clearly shouts to the whole world that there Jesus is the cure for it!  In Isaiah’s day He 
was still coming.  In our day He has already come, and is coming again. 
 

2. :3  How do you think the LORD feels about this? 
 
God says “Even an ox and the donkey know who their master is.”  But God’s people 
turned away from the One who made them and chose them.  What in the world was the 
matter with them?  The Lord seems to be disgusted.   
 

3. :3&4   How bad is their rebellion?  What does “turned away backwards” mean? 
 
So, think about the visual of this 
phrase.  A person is standing in the 
middle of the road.  They clearly see 
which way to go in order to get to their 
destination, but for some crazy reason 
they turn around and start heading the 
other way.  They will never get there 
that way, but they just don’t want to be 
told by anyone which way to go, so 
they will go the way they choose, no 
matter what the consequences.    
 
Their rebellion is not only wrong, it’s 
ridiculous.  Stupid.  Ignorant.  Crazy.  
Totally nuts. 

 
Jeremiah 2:13  “ …for my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken Me, the 
Fountain of Living Waters, to hew for themselves cisterns, broken cisterns that can hold 
no water.” 
 
Jeremiah 17:9  “The heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked.  Who 
can know it?” 
 
Romans 3:23  “For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.” 


