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Monday, October 13, 2020 
 
Hi Everyone! 
 
I used to think that as a person walked with the Lord, grew in the Lord, and 
added years to their life, they would just get better and better at not sinning.  Not 
failing.  Not making unwise decisions. 
 
The chapter we are looking at today, Isaiah 39, is perhaps a good reminder that 
what I used to think is simply not true.  My sin nature will go away someday, it’s 
true, when I’m in heaven with the Lord.  But until then I will still make mistakes, 
sin, fail, and be unwise. 
 
And, unfortunately, like Hezekiah in Isaiah 39, maybe I’ll be even more prone to 
those mistakes and sins, because as I’ve gotten older I have become more and 
more proud of my accomplishments, and more and more forgetful of what I’m 
really like. 
 
Does that sound hopeless, defeated?  Sorry – didn’t mean to say that.  It’s 
actually very full of hope.  I can’t count on myself to be better and better, but I 
can count on Jesus. 
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The seal pictured here is an actual archaeological find – proving to us, from 
science, that King Hezekiah actually existed.   
 

“The royal seal of an ancient biblical king has been unearthed near 
the Temple Mount in Jerusalem.  The seal, a clay impression 
depicting a two-winged sun with two ankh symbols on either side, 
was once used to seal papyrus documents associated with King 
Hezekiah, who ruled the kingdom of Judea from 727 B.C. to 698 
B.C. The seal was unearthed in a trash heap near the walls of the 
ancient Temple Mount.”  CBS News, 2015 
 

Isaiah 39:2 proves in God’s own Words, that not only did Hezekiah actually exist, 
but he was, like us, a grown-up sinner.  He needed the Messiah he looked 
forward to, because his own goodness couldn’t make it through the hardest 
temptations.    
 
“There was nothing in his house or in all his dominion that Hezekiah did not show 
them.”   
 
As you grow older, if you give in to sin…if you fail…if you know you’ve made a 
wrong decision…run into the arms of your Savior.  He knows you aren’t perfect.  
He will show you what to do to make it right if you can.  He is covering you with 
His righteousness, not yours.  He will forgive over and over and over – until the 
day you are looking into His Sweet Face in your forever home.   
 
 
 
 
Kathleen 
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Isaiah 39 – Forgiveness…Over and Over and Over 

Questions 
 

Memory Verse:  Isaiah 39:2 
“…There was nothing in his house or in all his dominion that Hezekiah did not 

show them.” 
 
 
 

1. Have you ever been completely sure of yourself, and then realized, as you 
looked back, that you made a terrible mistake? 

 
 
 

2. :1   Who sent letters and gifts to Hezekiah?  Why did he send them? 
 
 
 

3. :2  What was Hezekiah’s reaction to the letters and gifts?  Why do you 
suppose Hezekiah reacted in this way? 

 
 
 

4. :3  What did Isaiah want to know? 
 
 
 
 

5. :4  What else did Isaiah want to know? 
 
 
 

 
6. Are you starting to get the idea that something is wrong, here?  What do 

you think it might be? 
 
 
 

7. :5-7  What startling revelation does Isaiah have for Hezekiah? 
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8. What did Hezekiah do wrong?  Anything? 

 
 
 
 

9. :8  What is Hezekiah’s reaction to Isaiah’s bad news? 
 
 
 
 

10. Does that seem like an odd reaction? 
 

 
 
 

 
APPLICATION QUESTIONS: 

 
 

11. Was King Hezekiah’s failure here really so bad? 
 
 
 
 
 

12. What do you learn from it? 
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Isaiah 39  Forgiveness…Over and Over and Over 

Kathleen’s Answers & Comments 
 

Memory Verse:  Isaiah 39:2 
“…There was nothing in his house or in all his dominion that Hezekiah did not show 

them.” 
 
King Hezekiah makes a really bad mistake in this chapter.  After he has been healed, a 
company of men arrives from a distant country – Babylon.  They have heard of 
Hezekiah’s miraculous healing, and have come to pay him honor and congratulate him 
on his escape from death.  Hezekiah is blinded by pride it seems, and opens up his 
palace and his city to them – proudly showing them all of his mighty accomplishments.  
He forgets to be wary of those who come with flattering words.  He forgets that his 
accomplishments are really God’s accomplishments.   
 
He fails God in this little event – and he fails his people, too. 
 
 

1. Have you ever been completely sure of yourself, and then realized, as you 
looked back, that you made a terrible mistake? 

 
Of course, all of our answers to this question are going to be different.  So just ask 
yourself:  what did that bad decision, or bad action, or bad word spoken, or bad attitude, 
teach you about yourself?  What did it show you about your heart?  And what did you do 
about it?  Or…have you done anything about it yet?  Or…is there anything you can do 
about it, even now, maybe after many months or years?   
 
In my senior year of high school I was secretary of my senior class.  I was completely 
surprised when I won that election, and I had absolutely no idea what a secretary of the 
senior class did.   
 
Our student advisor, Mrs. Baker, was a great help to me – in fact to all of us as we 
learned what student offices meant.  That same year Mrs. Baker’s husband died, and it 
was suggested that we tell the students they could contribute money to go towards a 
floral piece for the funeral.  I was the one who should do this. 
 
Students would just come up to me in the hallways and give me a dollar, or a quarter, 
etc., and I stuffed all of the donations into the bottom of my purse, thinking I would figure 
out how to order flowers, etc., in a couple of days.  I never did.  I didn’t try to get 
someone to help me figure it out…I just never did it.  Little by little I spent the money. 
I wasn’t a Christian then, and at that time I don’t remember feeling guilty about, 
basically, stealing this money, but years later, after I was a pastor’s wife and a mom, I 
remembered what I had done.  What could I do, after all this time, to make things right?  
And, seriously, why not just learn a lesson from it and move on?  Why would I have to 
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admit it to anyone?  I didn’t even know if Mrs. Baker was still alive, or still lived in 
Tucson.  By that time ken and I lived in Illinois. 
 
The Lord wouldn’t leave me alone about it.  He pressed guilt down on me every time I 
opened my Bible.  It wasn’t long after this that we planned a trip for Christmas back to 
Tucson.  The Lord told me now was the time.  Time to find the one I had wronged.  
Time to admit.  Time to apologize.  There was no other way to have peace in my life.   
 
So I found her.  I took her to lunch.  I cried as I admitted what that immature young 
senior in high school had done.  I told her I’d like to give her a gift to make up for it.  I 
asked for her forgiveness.  She was the picture of wisdom and kindness.  She said of 
course she forgave me, and told me never to worry about it again. 
 
What did I learn from my failure and the months of fighting with the Lord about it?  I 
learned that I am a proud woman, that I will make mistakes as long as I live, and that I 
have to get things right as quick as I can…and that the relief of being forgiven is about 
as great as any pleasure imaginable.   
 
 

2. :1   Who sent letters and gifts to Hezekiah?  Why did he send them? 
Merodach-Baldan was King of Babylon.  Now Babylon was a small country at this time, 
not impressive, not powerful.  King Merodach wanted, he said, to celebrate Hezekiah’s 
return to health.   
 
 

3. :2  What was Hezekiah’s reaction to the letters and gifts?  Why do you suppose 
Hezekiah reacted in this way? 

Hezekiah was flattered and pleased that the ruler of another country would go to the 
trouble of traveling to Jerusalem to pay honor to him.  He showed the King of “little” 
Babylon, and all his emissaries, every wonderful thing there was to see in Jerusalem.  If 
you will look at 2nd Kings 20:12-19, and 2nd Chronicles 32:27-31, you will see two other 
accounts of this very same event, and maybe learn a little more of why Hezekiah did 
what he did.    
 
 

4. :3  What did Isaiah want to know? 
He wanted to know where these people were from and what they had said to Hezekiah. 
 
 

5. :4  What else did Isaiah want to know? 
He also wanted to know what Hezekiah had shown them.    
 

 
6. Are you starting to get the idea that something is wrong, here?  What do you 

think it might be? 
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Yes, I’m thinking Hezekiah has done something not very “Kingly”.  Something which 
promoted Hezekiah, but didn’t protect his people. 

 
 

7. :5-7  What startling revelation does Isaiah have for Hezekiah? 
He tells him what this “little Babylon” is going to be and going to do someday.  He tells 
Hezekiah that Babylon will someday be even mightier than Assyria!  And that someday 
Hezekiah’s descendants will be carried away to Babylon. 

 
 

8. What did Hezekiah do wrong?  Anything? 
Hezekiah’s pride had gotten the best of him.  He had shown future enemies all of his 
storehouses of wealth.  In his bragging and patting himself on the back he had 
weakened his own country, and, I think Isaiah is saying, Hezekiah had contributed to 
the horrible events which were to come years down the road. 

 
Although Isaiah doesn’t actually say the coming tragedy of Babylon is all Hezekiah’s 
fault, 2nd Chronicles 32:31 gives us a little insight into what the Lord was doing in 
Hezekiah’s heart.   “However, regarding the ambassadors of the princes of Babylon, 
whom they sent to him to inquire about the wonder that was done in the land, God 
withdrew from him, in order to test him, that He might know all that was in his heart.” 
 
God let Hezekiah go his prideful and willful way in this instance, so that Hezekiah could 
see himself for what he really was.  He was a proud man.  He was not giving glory and 
honor to God.  So that Hezekiah could learn, the hard way, that it was God who had 
prospered him, and it was God Hezekiah should have been bragging on.  These 
Babylonians, probably tricking Hezekiah with flattery, left Jerusalem never hearing what 
they needed to hear – about the God of Israel! 
 
 

9. :8  What is Hezekiah’s reaction to Isaiah’s bad news? 
It looks like Hezekiah is so wrapped up in himself that he was just glad that he wouldn’t 
have to suffer, even though Israel and even his own future descendants, would! 
 
 

10. Does that seem like an odd reaction? 
I admit, this seems a little weird.  I’m willing, though, because of my own experiences 
with admitting sin and being forgiven, to give Hezekiah the  benefit of the doubt, and 
conclude that he admitted his pride before Isaiah and God, and was so relieved at 
God’s forgiveness, and being back in His good graces, that he was just looking at the 
positive…he had a few more years to enjoy life and serve his God.   
 
 


