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Hi Everyone! 
 
In this week’s study, Isaiah 
38, we will meet King 
Hezekiah, and see him near 
death, pleading with the 
Lord to give him some more 

time to be alive.  He didn’t want to die.  So many things could be learned from 
this chapter, but the one the Lord impressed on me was the fact that one reason 
King Hezekiah wanted to live was so he could have a son…and could pass on 
his love for the Lord, and his kingship to his son. 
 
If the Lord would give you extra time to be alive, what would you want to spend 
that extra time doing?  Would there be a child you wanted to invest your life in?  
How would you go about it? 
 
Here are a few ideas I’ve thought of…some of them I used with our children and 
grandchildren as they were growing up, and some I wish I had: 
 

1.  Read the Word of God to them. 
2.  Let them know you love the Word of God and read it every day. 
3.  Memorize scripture together. 
4.  Quote your memorized scripture to them. 
5.  Have Bible Memory contests. 
6.  Use scripture when answering questions. 
7.  Read the whole Bible in a year yourself, and talk about it. 
8.  Buy them great Bible study books or games: 
9.  Plan a special meal, and invite them to come, letting them know that the 
reason for the evening is so that you can tell them your story of how you came to 
know Jesus and what are your favorite verses in the Bible. 
10.  Tell them stories from the Bible about families, and the value of handing 
down the truth of the Word of God from one generation to the next.  (Like the 
story of Ruth) 
11.  Put together a unique photo album from your past.  On the left side of the 
page put a picture, and on the right side, write the story of that picture….what 
was happening, who is in the picture…and what you learned from God during 
that time. 



Isaiah 38 – Week #18 
 

12.  Compile a family genealogy, and indicate what you know about each 
person’s relationship to Jesus.  Ask the children in your life to help with the 
research or the compiling. 
13.  Be sure your children see you praying. 
14.  Sing scripture choruses together. 
15.  If you play the piano, grab a hymnbook and let them turn the pages…talk 
about the words of the hymns.  Learn some hymns together.  Teach them to 
harmonize. 
16.  Take them on a short-term mission trip with you.  What a rich experience for 
them to meet other kids their own 
age, in a different culture, who also 
love the Bible (in their own 
language) and Jesus. 
17.  Teach them a verse or two in 
another language.  Pray for 
children who speak that language. 
18.  Take them to a baseball 
game, or fishing, or gardening 
…and talk about the things you are 
learning from the Lord. 
19.  Turn them on to a good 
Christian kids’ website. 
20.  Invite them and their friends 
over for dinner.  Welcome them 
into the fellowship of your family as 
you pray before a meal, and talk about Jesus and scripture passages as you eat. 
21.  Send them text messages before they compete in sports, reminding them 
they can be doing their best in sports for Jesus – not just for themselves.  
22.  Are you fully committed to doing things God’s ways until the end of your life?  
Do the children in your life know that?  Psalm 119:112 says “ I have inclined my 
heart to perform Your statutes forever, to the very end.” 
23. Do your children…or….nieces…or… nephews…or…grandchildren…or… 
children at your church… know you spend time in the Word every day?   

 
Seriously…what a privilege it would be to have a few more years… 
 
Isaiah 38:19  “…the father shall make known your truth to the children.” 
 
 
Kathleen 
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Isaiah 38  - An Extra 15 Years 
Questions 

 
Memory Verse:  Isaiah 38:19b 

“…the Father shall make known your truth to the children.” 
  
 

1. :1  Who was sick, and who came to comfort him, and what kind of comfort 
did he give? 

 
 

2. :2&3  How did Hezekiah react to what Isaiah told him? 
 

 
3. :4-8  How did the LORD answer Isaiah’s prayer? 

 
 

4. Does the LORD ever change His mind? 
 

 
5. Why give a sign?  (Isaiah 48:3-13) 

 
 

 
6. :9-20  Hezekiah journals his thoughts through this terrible sickness and 

healing: 
 

 :10  How old is Hezekiah when this happens? 
 
 :11  What about his impending death is making him so sad? 
 
 :12  Did he expect to live longer than this? 
 
 :13  Is he suffering very much from this sickness? 
 
 :14  Does he have any hope besides God? 
 
 :15  Who does he think is ultimately responsible for this   
 sickness? 
 
 :16 & 17 What does Hezekiah realize at this point? 
 
 :18  If Hezekiah had died, what would he not have been   
 able to do? 
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 :19  What will Hezekiah do because he has been granted   
 more years? 
 
 :20  What will Hezekiah sing about? 
 

 
7.  :21&22  What was making  Hezekiah so deathly sick? 

 
 
APPLICATION QUESTIONS: 
 

8. How old are you right now? 
 

9. Do you expect to be around for another 15 years? 
 

 
10. If you are, what will you do with the next 15 years of your life? 

 
 

 
11. Are you passing on the mighty works of God to the hearts of your children, 

friends’ children, students, children in your church, nieces, nephews, 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren?   

 
Deuteronomy 4:9 
Deuteronomy 6:7 

Psalm 78:2-4 
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Isaiah 38 – An Extra 15 Years 
Kathleen’s Answers & Comments 

 
Memory Verse:  Isaiah 38:19b 

“…the Father shall make known your truth to the children.” 
  

Flashback:  This event actually happened before the events of  
Chapters 36 & 37…. 

  
1. :1  Who was sick, and who came to comfort him, how did he comfort him? 

King Hezekiah was sick.  Isaiah the prophet comes to comfort him, with a word from the 
LORD.  However, this word from the LORD doesn’t sound very comforting.  Isaiah tells 
Hezekiah he will die with this sickness.  He tells him to “get his house in order”.  He 
didn’t say “Don’t worry, everything is going to be OK”.  And he didn’t say “God is going 
to heal you.”  And he didn’t say “You’ve served God well and He wants you to keep 
serving Him”.  He said “You are going to die”.  Comforting? 
 
Sometimes the LORD comforts us with hard truth.  C.S.Lewis called it a “Severe Mercy” 
when his own dear wife died, no matter how much he had prayed for her to live.  How 
can these words “You will die” be a comfort?  Let’s see…. 
 

2. :2&3  How did Hezekiah react to what Isaiah told him? 
Verse 2 says when King Hezekiah heard this, he “turned his face to the wall” and 
prayed.  I would guess he turned his face to the wall either 

• for privacy.  He perhaps didn’t want to display the total anguish he felt to 
Isaiah and any other people which might have been in the room.   

• or in order to be facing the temple when he prayed, which was the Jewish 
custom.  Years before, King Solomon had said, while dedicating the 
temple, “Yet regard the prayer of Your servant and his supplication O 
LORD my God, and listen to the cry and the prayer which Your servant is 
praying before you today:  that Your eyes may be open toward the place 
of which You said, ‘My name shall be there’; that You may hear the prayer 
which Your servant asks toward this place  …  Hear in heaven Your 
dwelling place; and when You hear forgive.”   

 
He prays, and weeps bitterly.  He weeps for himself and for his people.  He wants to 
finish the work of spiritual restoration he had begun years earlier.  He had served the 
LORD with a “true” and “loyal” heart.  He is not ready for it to be over and to leave his 
work unfinished.  Doesn’t he know this is God’s work, and God will finish it if He wants 
to?  Yes, I imagine he does know that.  He is a man who communicated with God and 
loved God and knew His ways.  But he is also a man.  He loved life.  He knows what he 
has inside of himself.  And he strongly feels he is not done yet. 
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3. :4-8  How did the LORD answer Isaiah’s prayer? 
The LORD sends Isaiah again.  This time with a different message:  “You will not die 
after all.  I have heard your prayer and I am answering it.  You will live another 15 
years….and, don’t worry either about the King of Assyria who has been threatening you.  
I will not let him conquer you or your city, Jerusalem.  And, I am giving you a sign that 
what I just said is true!” 
 
(Now jump ahead for a minute to the end of the chapter.  For some reason, as Isaiah 
wrote this account many years ago, he left out a couple of important facts, and inserted 
them at the end of the chapter so we would have the complete story.  Remember, 
Isaiah wrote with a pen on a piece of papyrus, and there was no backing up and 
inserting something after it had been written.   

• First – we need to know (from :21) that the sickness Hezekiah was suffering from 
was a boil.  A skin infection.  In our day and age there would most likely be an 
immediate cure for this problem.  But in Hezekiah’s day a boil could kill you.  
Compare it perhaps to present-day “merca”.  The prophet becomes the physician 
in this story, and Isaiah directs Hezekiah’s attendants to apply a specific poultice 
to the boil in order to cure him. 

• Second – we find out (from :22) that when Hezekiah was told by Isaiah that God 
had said he would live, not die, he was confused, and he asked for a sign from 
the LORD  - He needed to know that this was, indeed, the good news he had 
been hoping for.  The LORD doesn’t rebuke him for this – He does give him a 
sign, and wow!  What a sign!) 

 
The LORD says – look out your window.  You can see that the sun is going down in the 
sky, because right outside your window is a “sundial”.  This was perhaps not the typical 
sundial you may be picturing in your mind.  It might have been simply a large pillar 
which cast a shadow on a set of steps leading up to Hezekiah’s palace.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So, as Hezekiah watched, the shadow cast by the sun shining on the pillar went 
backwards 10 degrees!  The shadow had been moving up the stairs, because the sun 
was setting, and then it went a little bit back down those stairs.  Think about what that 
means!  The sun actually appeared to travel in the opposite direction and moved back 
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up into the sky.  Does that mean the earth’s rotation changed briefly? –no matter – this 
sign was a physical impossibility – a miracle. 
 

4. Does the LORD ever change His mind? 
Did God change His mind because Hezekiah prayed?  Maybe.  But also, God knew all 
along what He would do as Hezekiah responded by faith.  He told Hezekiah he would 
die because he definitely was going to die of that boil.  He “changed His mind” because 
Hezekiah turned to Him in faith instead of despairing or turning to the idols of the day for 
help.   
 
Maybe God has two plans:  One which will happen because life is spinning out of 
control and death and war and murder will happen as a result of sin.  But another plan 
which will happen as we respond in faith to the disasters of our lives.   
 
Is that a “change of mind”?  I don’t think so -  since the LORD knows everything from 
beginning to end.  But it does tell us our prayers make a difference – and our faith 
moments impact the world. 
 
Does God always heal?  No.  Does He always give us what we ask for in faith?  Not 
always the way we envision it.  Our part is to trust Him and not turn to our idols in a time 
of heartache.  His job is to let us know He is working and that we can rest in Him. 
 

5. Why give a sign?  (Isaiah 48:3-13) 
Why does the LORD give signs to his people?  Why did He send prophets who would 
tell us in advance what would happen?  Look at Isaiah 48, beginning at verse 3.  “I have 
declared the former things from the beginning; they went forth from My mouth, and I 
caused them to hear it.  Suddenly I did them, and they came to pass.  Because I knew 
that you were obstinate, and your neck was an iron sinew, and your brow bronze.  Even 
from the beginning I have declared it to you; before it came to pass I proclaimed it to 
you.  Lest you should say, ‘My idol has done them, and my carved image and my 
molded image have commanded them.’”    
 
Why does the LORD give signs to His people?  So they will know beyond a shadow of a 
doubt that it is He who is accomplishing these things, and not the idols they so quickly 
turn to when things get hard. 
 
Did Hezekiah need to know this?  Maybe.  I’m guessing that his people definitely did.  
They wandered away from God at the snap of a finger.  They needed to know what it 
looked like when the Mighty hand of God moved.  Perhaps they also needed to know 
that even moving the sun backwards in the sky was a little thing for their God.  He 
created the sun.  The sun and the earth would do His bidding any time He asked.  
Isaiah 48:12&13.   
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6. :9-20  Hezekiah journals his thoughts through this terrible sickness and healing.  
What does he want to do with his extra 15 years? 

A little known fact about King Hezekiah – he seems to have had an interest in the poetry 
and prose which had been inspired by God.  In Proverbs 25:1 we get a little glimpse into 
Hezekiah’s heart:  He apparently commissioned his men to copy and preserve some of 
the Proverbs of Solomon.  We have them today because he had this love for God’s 
words.  And now we see a little of King Hezekiah’s own prose and poetry as he lifts up 
his voice to praise God and tell of his journey through this terrible sickness and fear. 

 
And what will Hezekiah be able to do once he has been healed?  He will praise the 
LORD.  And he will make these stories known to his children.    Ahhhh.  Children.  And 
here, I think, is the key to the deep grief Hezekiah was experiencing with this sickness.  
You see, Hezekiah did not yet have a son.  He did not have a son to whom he would 
pass on his love for God.  He did not have a son who would one day take the throne of 
Israel when he died.  Hezekiah had not finished the work he wanted to do…and he had 
no one to leave that work to, to carry it on. 
 
History tells us Hezekiah died 15 years after this, and that Hezekiah’s son, Manasseh 
was 12 years old when Hezekiah died.  That means Manasseh was born 3 years after 
this miraculous healing of King Hezekiah. 2nd Kings 21:1.   
 
The sad part of this story?  Manasseh, that son Hezekiah longed for and eventually had 
because of his healing, turned out to be an evil king.  And Manasseh’s son, Amon 
(Hezekiah’s grandson) was also an evil king.  They both rebuilt the idol altars that 
Hezekiah had torn down.   
 
But the good part of the story?  Amon’s son, Josiah, was one of the best kings of Israel.  
He loved the LORD as his great-grandfather Hezekiah had.  He was the one the LORD 
saw in the future when he granted Hezekiah 15 more years of life!  Hezekiah’s prayers 
were answered many years later, after his death, in the life of Josiah. 
 
“So teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.”  Psalm 90:12 
 
I think it was a kindness that Hezekiah didn’t know all the future.  But what he did know 
was that the LORD had healed him and plucked him, for a little while, from the jaws of 
death.  Hezekiah wanted to live out the rest of his life – the next 15 years – singing His 
praises in the house of the LORD, and in the hearing of his children. 
 

7. :21&22  What was making  Hezekiah so deathly sick?   (Look back to the answer 
on question #3.  This question is answered there.) 

 


