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Isaiah by Mail 
 A Bible Study Born in the Midst of Covid  

 
Monday, September 21, 2020 

 
 
Hi Everyone! 
 
We’ve just finished 35 chapters of Isaiah!  Congratulations to all of you who have 
read and dug into Isaiah so far!   Just to whet your appetite…it only gets better!.  
J  

 
At the same time Isaiah was preaching and 
prophesying in these first 35 chapters, Assyria 
was beginning to invade and conquer Israel – 
first the Northern Kingdom, picking off the 
cities one at a time, and then moving further 
south into the Southern Kingdom, picking off 
the cities of Judah….and literally pushing to 
the outskirts of Jerusalem.   
 
Their goal? -  Conquer Jerusalem and have all 
of Israel under the total control of “the great 
king, the king of Assyria”.   
 
Our chapter for this coming week will be Isaiah 
36.  And our memory verse tells the story: 

 
“Hear the words of the great king, the king of Assyria!”  Isaiah 36:13 
 
In this chapter we see the people of Jerusalem backed into a corner, trapped in 
their own city by a mighty and strong enemy.  They are told they are facing 
certain death unless they give up and let Assyria take over. Would they believe 
the lies he told them?  Would they curl into a ball and let fear rule?   
 
I want you to think for a minute about the three missionary endeavors we pray for 
regularly in our group: 

 
1. A young woman who serves as a 
Bible teacher in Nepal. 
2. A 40-year-old single gal who 
ministers to college students in Southeast 
Asia. 
3. Jimmy and Tori Castek, who 
minister to sorority and fraternity students 
at IU, Bloomington. 



Isaiah 36 – Week #16 
 

Why do I mention these three?  Because this week, in Isaiah 36, we are going to 
see a frightening enemy of Israel taunting them, telling them not to trust in their 
ridiculous God; telling them they are powerless and going to be killed, lose their 
homes, or be enslaved, unless they bow to the enemy.   
 
Satan is the father of lies – that’s what Jesus called him.  (John 8:44)  He is our 
enemy, and tells us lies constantly; and we, like the Israelites in Isaiah 36, have 
to decide whether to believe them or not.  We have to decide whether to believe 
that our God is totally on the throne, not taken by surprise by our circumstances, 
and that He has a perfectly amazing plan to take what is evil and miraculously 
turn it around for His glory and the salvation of many. 
 
What do our three missionaries have to do with that awesome truth?  They are 
right now, in Nepal, in Southeast Asia, and in Bloomington, Indiana, being 
bombarded by pandemic fears, government confusion, personal health issues, 
rejection, and misplaced anger by the very people they love and long to minister 
to.  They are being told lies by the father of lies – lies that tempt them to think 
they are powerless and unable to do what God has asked them to do.    
 
So…will they persevere?  We are constantly praying that they will.  Will the Lord 
use hardship for His glory?  We believe the scriptures show us again and again 
that He will! 
 
For instance, in Bloomington, Jimmy and Tori Castek tell us they are constantly 
asking themselves: 

• How will we meet new students? 
• How will we have Bible studies? 
• How will we ensure Greeks can ask questions about God? 

In their words:  “The answer to these questions is uncertain right now.  What we 
do know is this: this year our attitude is that there is nothing we won’t try! - online 
Zoom meetings, online mentoring and leadership development, as well as 
increased social media engagement.  As much as we grieve what has been lost, 
we are also hopeful for new, creative ways to engage students who desperately 
need Jesus amidst the uncertainty of life nowadays.” 
 
Yes!  I love those words!  Keep trying.  Keep going.  Keep trusting.  Our God is 
God!   
 
Do the people in Jerusalem in Chapter 36 cling to their God and keep trying, 
keep going, keep trusting? 
 
Stay tuned.    
 

Kathleen 
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Isaiah 36 – The Great King! The King of Assyria! 
Questions 

 
Memory Verse:  Isaiah 36:13 

“…Hear the words of the great king, the king of Assyria! “ 
  
 

1. :1   When is this taking place? 
 
 

2. :1&2  What is the story? 
 
 
 

3. :3  Who comes out of the city of Jerusalem to meet with the Assyrians? 
 
 

4. :4-6   What country has Israel been looking to for protection?   Why is 
Assyria angry about that? 

 
 
 

5. :7  What argument does the Rabshakeh use to try convince the people of 
Israel that they would be foolish to trust in God? 

 
 
 

6. :8  What is Assyria doing here….bribing Israel to make an alliance with 
them….or making fun of Israel? 

 
 
 

7. :9&10  What is Rabshakeh’s final jab at the people of Israel? 
 
 
 

8. :11  The Rabshakeh has been talking so far to these representatives of 
Israel in Hebrew.  Why do the representatives now ask him to speak in  
Aramaic? 
 

 
9. :12  How does the Rabshakeh answer this request? 
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10. At this point, do you think Assyria is actually trying to form an alliance with 

Israel….or simply trying to scare Israel into surrender? 
 
 

11. :13-17  What does the Rabshakeh promise will happen if the people of 
Israel give him a present and lay down their arms? 

 
 
 

12. :18-20   What argument does the Rabshakeh give for Israel to not trust in 
God? 

 
 

13. :21  What seems to have been planned in advance by Hezekiah, the king 
of Israel? 

 
 

14. :22  The representatives of King Hezekiah return to Hezekiah from this 
seemingly disastrous meeting with the Assyrian.  Why do they tear their 
clothes?  What seems to be their reaction to the meeting? 

 
 
 
APPLICATION QUESTIONS: 
 

15. As believers in Jesus, we also have an enemy.  Who is he? 
 
 

16. Does he ever try to scare us with threats and words? 
 
 

17. Does he ever offer us rewards for giving in to him? 
 
 

18. Should we ever believe him? 
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Isaiah 36 – The Great King! The King of Assyria! 
Kathleen’s Answers and Comments 

 
Memory Verse:  Isaiah 36:13 

“…Hear the words of the great king, the king of Assyria! “ 
  
We’ve just finished 35 chapters of Isaiah. As Isaiah preached and prophesied in these 
first 35 chapters, Assyria began conquering the Northern Kingdom, picking off the cities 
one at a time, and then moved further south into the Southern Kingdom, picking off the 
cities of Judah….and literally pushing to the outskirts of Jerusalem.  Their goal? -  
Conquer Jerusalem and then they will have the Northern and Southern kingdoms of 
Israel under the total control of “the great king, the king of Assyria”.  (2nd Kings 18:1-12 
gives a good background of this story.) 
 
 

1. :1   When is this taking place?    
 
In the 14th year of Hezekiah’s reign as King of Judah.  Hezekiah is a “good” king, one of 
the few kings of Judah who actually loved and trusted the One, True God. 
 
 

2. :1&2  What is the story?    
 
And so, now, as we begin Chapter 36, the Assyrians have arrived at Jerusalem’s door.  
King Hezekiah, his advisors, and the people of Jerusalem are terrified.  King Hezekiah, 
as he saw Assyria slowly conquering all of the Northern Kingdom and then Judah, 
actually made a deal with Assyria at one point – sent him a payment in gold to forge an 
alliance which would keep him away from Jerusalem – but it didn’t work.  The King of 
Assyria, Sennacherib, never had any intention of leaving Jerusalem unconquered.   
 
Sennacherib hasn’t come himself to demand Jerusalem’s surrender.  He has sent 
someone under his command, probably a senior officer, whose title is: the Rabshakeh.  
Sennacherib doesn’t think it will be difficult to subdue Jerusalem.  They are just a puny 
little city.  They are led by a puny little frightened king.  They think they can reach out to 
Egypt to help them, but Sennacherib knows Egypt is no match for his own power.  And 
Jerusalem also thinks their God will save them.  But Sennacherib knows the other cities 
and towns he has captured also thought their gods would protect them, and he knows 
gods are no match for his power, either. 
 

3. :3  Who comes out of the city of Jerusalem to meet with the Assyrians? 
Eliakim, Shebna, and Joah.  Who are they?  Just to keep the names straight, here’s a 
recap: 
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• Hezekiah – King of Judah, trapped inside Jerusalem. 
• Sennacherib  - King of Assyria – sending his chief officer to demand the 

surrender of Jerusalem. 
• The Rabshakeh – Chief officer to Sennacherib, on horseback outside of 

Jerusalem, his armies behind him, demanding surrender. 
• Eliakim – Emissary of Hezekiah, come out to meet the Rabshakeh.  

Eliakim is a loyal part of King Hezekiah’s staff, and also a member of the 
royal family of David, and, he doesn’t know it yet, but he will someday be 
king himself. (He doesn’t have a great ending. read about it in 2nd Kings 
23:34-37 and Isaiah 22:20-25) 

• Shebna – Emissary of Hezekiah, come out to meet the Rabshakeh.  
Another loyal member of Hezekiah’s staff – but not a believer in the One, 
True God.  (We’ve seen him before, in Isaiah 22:15-19) 

• Joah – Emissary of Hezekiah, come out to meet the Rabshakeh.   
 
 

4. :4-6   What country has Israel been looking to for protection?   Why is Assyria 
angry about that? 

Israel has been trusting in her neighbor, Egypt.  And of course Assyria is angry about 
this – they want this land of Israel for themselves, and are not feeling really friendly 
towards anyone or any country which would keep them from it.  The Rabshakeh stands 
outside the walls of Jerusalem and tells them what they already know – Egypt is not 
strong enough to fight with Assyria. 
 
 

5. :7  What argument does the Rabshakeh use to try convince the people of Israel 
that they would be foolish to trust in God? 

The Rabshakeh is misunderstanding the God of Israel.  He is so arrogant that he thinks 
Israel’s God is probably unhappy with Hezekiah for spending the first 14 years of his 
kingship taking down so many places of worship out in the countryside, insisting 
everyone come to Jerusalem to worship God.  The Rabshakeh had not researched very 
well – for exactly the opposite was true…and the people he was trying to scare knew it.  
They knew that their God was the One, True God Who wanted to be worshipped only in 
Jerusalem, and that He wasn’t happy with their altars in the countryside, and that King 
Hezekiah had, indeed, been pleasing God by taking down those country altars. 

 
 

6. :8  What is Assyria doing here….bribing Israel to make an alliance with them….or 
making fun of Israel? 

The Rabshakeh offers them horses in exchange for their loyalty. But this is not a bribe.  
It’s a taunt.  He is laughing at Israel, telling them that if they will surrender to him he will 
give them 2,000 horses…oh yeah…he forgot…of course they wouldn’t have the men to 
get on them! He humiliates them…reminds them of how small they are. 
 
 
 



Isaiah 36 – Week #16 
 

7. :9&10  What is Rabshakeh’s final jab at the people of Israel? 
He tells them that he is, in fact, doing exactly what their God wants him to do.  Their 
God has asked him to come and conquer them.  Now I don’t know how he had this 
information….maybe he had done enough research to know some of the things Isaiah 
had already said in his role as prophet to Judah and Israel.  Because in Isaiah 10:5&6, 
God had told Isaiah to say: “Woe to Assyria, the rod of My anger, and the staff in whose 
hand is My indignation.  I will send him against an ungodly nation, and against the 
people of My wrath I will give him charge, to seize the spoil, to take the prey, and to 
tread them down like the mire of the streets.”   
 
So yes, God had indeed called Assyria to come and punish His people for not trusting in 
Him.  The proud Assyrian Rabshakeh tells Israel they are fools to trust in their God to 
protect them…since Assyria is only doing what their God wants them to do.  But the 
Rabshakeh hadn’t read or hadn’t believed the rest of that prophecy of Isaiah:  
“Therefore it shall come to pass, when the LORD has performed all His work on Mount 
Zion and on Jerusalem, that He will say, ‘I will punish the fruit of the arrogant heart of 
the king of Assyria, and the glory of his haughty looks.”  Isaiah 10:12 
 
 

8. :11  The Rabshakeh has been talking so far to these representatives of Israel in 
Hebrew.  Why do the representatives now ask him to speak in  Aramaic? 

The Rabshakeh has frightening things to say.  The three representatives of King 
Hezekiah ask him to stop talking in Hebrew to them, because they don’t want the 
people listening from the city walls to be frightened by him.  They ask him to switch his 
language to Aramaic – a language not so well known by the ordinary man in Jerusalem. 
 
 

9. :12  How does the Rabshakeh answer this request? 
The Rabshakeh laughs at them again, and then repeats, even louder, his arguments – 
pointedly addressing them to the people on the walls of the city – demanding that they 
stop listening to their King, Hezekiah. 
 
 

10. At this point, do you think Assyria is actually trying to form an alliance with 
Israel….or simply trying to scare Israel into surrender? 

Assyria does not really want an alliance with Israel.  They want a peaceful surrender so 
they don’t have to waste manpower on this insignificant little piece of real estate. 
 
 

11. :13-17  What does the Rabshakeh promise will happen if the people of Israel give 
him a present and lay down their arms? 

They promise:  You can live peacefully in your land for a while, until we come to carry 
you away to another place, where you will be our servants, but you will live comfortably.  
In other words, give up your freedom, which will only buy you hunger and starvation and 
death, and accept servitude to us, where you will at least live in peace the rest of your 
lives. 
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12. :18-20   What argument does the Rabshakeh give for Israel to not trust in God? 
The Rabshakeh continues to taunt:  None of the other nations we have conquered have 
been protected by their gods.  Yours is no different.  Assyria is mightier than any god. 
 
 

13. :21  What seems to have been planned in advance by Hezekiah, the king of 
Israel? 

Does it feel hopeless?  Hezekiah has told his people to say nothing – no matter what 
the Rabshakeh says.  And they are obeying Hezekiah!  Not one of them caves to the 
fear the Rabshakeh is instilling in their hearts.  Yea Jerusalem!!!! 
 
 

14. :22  The representatives of King Hezekiah return to Hezekiah from this seemingly 
disastrous meeting with the Assyrian.  Why do they tear their clothes?  What 
seems to be their reaction to the meeting? 

They may not have caved….but they are wild with fear and grief.  They tear their clothes 
(like they would at a funeral) and come back to Hezekiah, not sure what will happen 
next.  They need a word from their king.  They need to know the plan.   
 


