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Hi Everyone! 
 

Surely by now we have all 

asked ourselves:  Is it 

God who is bringing, or at 

the very least allowing, all this suffering and tragedy in our world?   

 

And if so, why?  This coming week’s passage in Isaiah could definitely give us 

the idea that yes, pandemics and riots, violence and lawlessness, might actually 

be from God…or at least allowed by God!  Why would I think that?  Because 

Isaiah 9 and 10 tell us He has done it before! 

 

So…if all this is from God, then there can only be one reason – the same reason 

the Lord brought, in Isaiah’s day, the Assyrians to conquer Northern Israel: There 

was no other way to bring His people back to depending on Him instead of 

themselves.  He wanted them to return to trusting Him – to doing things His way.   

 

Look at God’s plan for Israel and see yourself in the reflection.  You are loved 

just as Israel is loved.  You were chosen just as Israel was chosen.  You have 

failed just as Israel failed.  And God will never give up on you, just as He will 

never give up on Israel.  

Someday Israel will return to the Mighty God.    

 
Sounds sweet, 

doesn’t it?  Just a 

simple return to 

trusting the Mighty 

God.   

 

 
Kathleen 
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Isaiah 9 & 10 – Return To The Mighty God 
Questions   

 

Memory Verse:  Isaiah 10:21 
“The remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, to the Mighty God.” 

 
 

First, a little summary:  From Isaiah 9:8 through Isaiah 10, the prophet repeats 

once more God’s charges against both the Northern and the Southern kingdoms 

of Israel:   You are proud!  You think: “Even if things do not go well for us, we 

have the intelligence and ability to replace any brick which falls down with an 

even better building block – smooth stones! …and to replace any great tree 

which falls down with an even better tree.”     

 

The LORD proceeds to tell them the things which He will do to bring them back 

to Himself…the steps He will take to strip away their pride so that they will 

choose to trust fully in Him again. 

 

The LORD tells them He is going to bring Assyria on to the world stage to carry 

out His discipline of Israel.  But He also says that after Israel has suffered for her 

rebellion, He is not willing to let the Assyrians, arrogant perpetrators of hurt and 

suffering, to go unpunished.   

 

What does He say to Assyria, the people He uses to discipline Israel?  “I made 

you strong so you could accomplish My will with My people.  You didn’t make 

yourself strong.  You raise your proud eyes to Me and tell Me I don’t exist!  

Fools!” 

 

Now….Only 2 Questions this week 
 

 

1. After you have read Isaiah 9:8 through Isaiah 10, answer this:   What more 

do you think it will take for Israel to wholeheartedly return to their God in 

Isaiah’s day, and also today? 
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2. So what’s the lesson for us, 2020 believers in Jesus Christ, Mighty God, 

from this prophecy? 
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Isaiah 9 & 10 – Return To The Mighty God 
Kathleen’s Answers and Comments 

 

Memory Verse:  Isaiah 10:21 
“The remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, to the Mighty God.” 

 

 

The LORD begins in Chapter 9, verse 8, all the way through Chapter 10, scolding both 

the Northern Kingdom and the Southern Kingdom of Israel.  At this point in history, 

Israel has divided into two separate peoples.  The 

thing to remember is that these two Kingdoms are 

just the two parts of what was the original “Israel”.  

Put these two kingdoms together and they are still 

the people chosen by God for his purposes. 

 

This can get confusing, because these two different 

areas are known by several names and knicknames: 

 

Sometime after 

Isaiah’s prophecies 

the Northern 

Kingdom is 

destroyed by 

Assyria; they are 

taken away from 

their land and settled 

in the land of 

Assyria.  Assyria 

does try to also conquer the Southern Kingdom at 

that time, too – but does not succeed.  Years later,  

the Southern Kingdom is, however, successfully 

destroyed by Babylon, and the same thing happens - they are carried away from their 

land and taken to Babylon as prisoners.   

 

What we see from Isaiah 9:8 to 10 is the LORD telling both the Northern and the 

Southern kingdoms that He is angry with them, and telling them what their “just 

punishment” will be.  He is going to bring the Assyrians against all of them, and then 

later the Babylonians to finish his justice.   

 

First He tells them that He is going to punish them by the hand of Assyria and Babylon, 

then He tells them that once they have come back to Him, He will punish Assyria and 

Babylon.   

 

Northern 
Kingdom 

Also 
known as: 

Southern 
Kingdom 

Also known 
as: 

Israel Judah 
Ephraim 

(nickname for 
Israel) 

Mt Zion 
(nickname for 

Judah) 
Samaria- 
capital of 

Israel 

Jerusalem – 
capital of Judah 
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That’s God’s way.  First He brings his people back to Himself.  Then He deals with 

those who wanted to see us hurt. 

 

Only 2 Discussion Questions this week:  You will see them underlined in the 
midst of the following explanation notes: 
 

So let’s start walking through this passage.  Start with Chapter 9:8 through 10:4:   

 

9:8-10    The LORD proceeds to tell Israel the things which He is doing to bring them 

back to Himself.  The steps He is taking to strip away their pride so that they can trust 

fully in Him again. 

 

:12  He is sending the Assyrians and the Philistines, their enemies, to “devour” them.   

 

   :13   But that’s not all…. 

 

:14-17  He will be removing their leaders and their prophets 

 

   :17   But that’s not all…. 

 

:18-21  He will be turning them against each other. 

 

   :21  But that’s not all…. 

 

10:1-4  He will give them nowhere to run to. 

 

   10:4  But that’s not all…. 

 

 

Question #1:   What more do you think it will take? 
 

My answer?  Someday His discipline will be completed.  Finished.  Over.  The LORD 

says here for the 4
th
 time:  “For all His anger is not turned away, but His hand is 

stretched out still.”   
 

The Northern and Southern kingdoms of Israel do walk through God’s discipline during 

Isaiah’s time, and again after they return to Jerusalem many years later, and then even 

while Jesus is on earth, and on further – even until today.   

 

The Good News is that the next few verses tell us what it will take before the sin of 

God’s people is finally gone forever.  It will take The Light of Israel, The Glory of God, 

the Holy One of Israel – Jesus – Who will trample the enemies of God at the cross, rise 

from the dead on Easter Sunday, and then someday return.  That’s what it will take.  

Revelation 15:1, Revelation 19:19-21 
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In 10:20 and 21, Isaiah is given the word from the LORD that he should tell the people 

of Israel that all is not lost.  Yes, the LORD’s hand is against them now, and yes,  the 

LORD will not stop until His will has been accomplished…but His will is not that His 

people be utterly destroyed forever.  There is hope that this horrific job of bringing these 

people back will be successful. 

 

Now, Read 10:5-34 

10:5-15  “Woe to Assyria”   Those perpetrators were arrogant, thinking that all their 

great power was of their own doing.  The LORD says to them:  “Is the axe to boast itself 
over the one who chops with it?  Is the saw to exalt itself over the one who wields it?  
That would be like the club wielding those who lift it, or like a rod lifting him who is not 
wood.”   
 

10:16-19   The LORD goes on to say to Assyria: I will destroy you.  My Light and My 

Glory and My Holy One will make you as nothing.   

 

Who is the LORD’s light and the LORD’s Glory and the LORD’s Holy One?   Jesus.  

This is another “layered prophecy”.  Yes, the Lord was going to turn on Assyria after 

Assyria inflicted His discipline on His people.  But even more so, the LORD – Jesus is 

going to someday snuff out all the enemies of Israel…all the enemies of the 

LORD…when He comes to earth for the 2
nd

 time.  A time we have not yet seen. 

 

10:20-23  The punishment inflicted on Israel in Isaiah’s day was enough to wake up a 

few of God’s people and bring them back to a relationship with Him.  But it wasn’t a 

permanent fix.  Even more punishment and anger still had to be poured out.  It was 

poured out on Jesus 700 years after Isaiah.  And all those who put their trust in Him will 

never feel the wrath of God again.   

 

10:24-25   Here’s the point of this prophecy in Isaiah 9&10:  “Do Not Fear The Enemy 

Who is Being Sent to Bring You Back to Me.  Soon I will have accomplished My plan, 

and I will turn and destroy that enemy” 

 

10:16-32  And now,  as if he is seeing a vision, Isaiah describes, step-by-step, the 

future approach of the Assyrians as they devastate the Northern Kingdom and then 

proceed to the very doorstep of the Southern Kingdom, Jerusalem: 

• :28  At Micmash Assyria is 7 miles away from Jerusalem 

• :29  At Geba Assyria is 5 miles away 

• :29 At Ramah Assyria is 3 miles away 

• :32  At Nob Assyria is on the outskirts of Jerusalem. 

 

10:33-34  But Assyria will go no further.  The devastation that Assyria is going to be 

allowed to pour on the Northern Kingdom will be stopped at the very doorstep of 

Jerusalem.  The Northern Kingdom will be conquered and carried away, but the 

Southern Kingdom and Jerusalem, will be spared a little while longer. 
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Assyria is described here as a huge tree which has its limbs sawn off….the tree which 

was so strong and high will be brought down with a thud, unable to finish the evil it had 

planned against the LORD and His people. 

 

Question#2:  So what’s the lesson for us from this prophecy? 
 

I think we can best see our lesson from a story Jesus told – the Parable of the Lost Son.  
Luke 15:11-32.   
 

The LORD loves us so much He will do whatever it takes to bring us into an eternal 

relationship with Him.  He will allow whatever He has to allow in our lives to bring us to 

the point of repentance.  He will step back and grieve over our suffering, but will allow it 

so that we will quit being so arrogant and will trust in Him completely. 

 

Why?  Because He is Israel’s only hope…He is our only hope    

 


