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2nd Timothy Bible Study 

“I Have Leaped Over a Wall” 
 
This book has been put together for your use: 

• In your personal devotional Bible Study time. 
or 

• For your Bible Study Discussion Group. 
 
It is divided into several lessons, each lesson typically 
covers one chapter of the book of the Bible you are studying. 

 
Each lesson has two parts: 
 

1. Questions for you to Answer. 
 

2. My Answers to those same questions. 
 
I suggest answering the questions on your own before you 
read my comments on the passage.  If you are studying as a 
group and not everyone has their own copy of this Bible 
Study, I suggest making sure each member of your group 
has a copy of the next week’s questions in advance so that 
they can prepare if they want to.  Preparation for a Bible 
Study is a great way to establish the habit of getting into the 
Word every day. 
. 
A couple of drawings included in this Bible study are photos 
of the whiteboard at the 2018 Tuesday Bible Study at Village 
Bible Church, Greenwood, Indiana, as we pioneered this 
study. 
 
An online version of this study is available for free download 

at: 
www.kathleeendalton.com  

 
 
 
Unless otherwise noted all Bible quotations are taken from the New King 

James Version, Copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by 
permission.  All rights reserved. 
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Introduction 
2nd Timothy Bible Study 

“I Have Leaped Over a Wall” 
 

 
(Drawing is a picture of the whiteboard at the 2018 Tuesday Bible Study at 

Village Bible Church, Greenwood, Indiana, as we pioneered this study) 

 
Our memory verse for this study is Psalm 18:29  “…By my 
God I have leaped over a wall.”  (KJV) 
 
It’s actually the second part of that verse.  The first part says:  
“For by You I can run against a troop…” 
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Both parts of Psalm 18:29 give me such a visual picture.  I 
see an aging man or woman, or perhaps a student in High 
School, or an abused wife or child, telling their story of facing  
an enemy they could never have defeated, or a wall they 
could not in their wildest dreams have climbed.  They had 
faced an impossible situation. 
 
And yet, somehow, by the miraculous strength of God, they 
not only climbed, but “leaped!” over that wall.  They are 
looking back at what God did, and can’t quite believe it 
happened.  
 
When Paul writes this letter to 2nd Timothy, Paul’s time on 
earth is nearly over and he knows it.  He has “fought the 
good fight”, “finished the race”, and “kept the faith”.  He was 
given a job to do by His Savior, Jesus, and somehow, by the 
miraculous strength of God, he has done it!  He has 
“leaped!” over the wall! 
 
He is passing this incredible job of spreading the Gospel and 
planting and nourishing churches, to Timothy.  He wants 
Timothy to know that someday he will look back and be very 
sure that not in his own strength, but “By my God I have 
leaped over a wall!” 

 
 
. 
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Lesson 1 
Questions for you to Answer 

2nd Timothy 1:1&2  “Paul and Timothy” 
 
 

Memory verse for this study: 
 

“…By my God I have leaped over a wall.”  
(Psalm 18:29) (KJV) 

 
 
:1  Who is writing this letter?   What is “the promise of life” he 
mentions? 
 
 
 
: 2  Who is this letter written to?  What do we know about 
him?  (look up the following verses to get some history on 
him) 
 

• Romans 16:21  
 

• 1st Corinthians 4:17 
 

• Philippians 2:19-23 
 

• 2nd Corinthians 1:19 
 

• 2nd Corinthians 1:1   
 

• Philippians 1:1 
 

• Colossians 1:1  
 

• 1st Thessalonians 1:1  
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• 2nd Thessalonians 1:1  
 

• Philemon 1 
 

•  2nd  Timothy 3:15 and 2nd Timothy 1:5 
 

• 2nd Timothy 1:6  
 

• Acts 16:1-3 
 

• 1st Timothy 1:2 
 

• 2nd Timothy 4:21  
 

• Hebrews 13:23   
 
The map below pictures the geographical area of the world 
where Paul and Timothy ministered.   
 
Can you pick out the city where Paul met Timothy? 
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Lesson 1 
Answers 

2nd Timothy 1:1&2  “Paul and Timothy” 
  

 
:1  Who is writing this letter?   What is “the promise of life” he 
mentions? 
 
The apostle Paul is the writer.   We know from what he wrote 
at the end of this letter that he was very sure he was at the 
end of his life, the end of his ministry for the Lord.  He is 
writing from prison in Rome, he is perhaps physically 
miserable (4:13) , but this letter pours out his hope and joy 
so much that you can almost see happiness shining out of 
the pages of your Bible as you read it.   
 
The “promise of life”?  Paul has “fought the good fight”, 
“finished the race”, and “kept the faith” through years of 
preaching, reasoning, teaching, cruelty from those who didn’t 
like his message, stonings, death, traveling in all kinds of 
difficult circumstances, chasings, violence, hatreds.  But his 
faith has grown, not diminished as you would think, during 
this awful yet wonderful life he has lived since he first placed 
his faith in Jesus.  He says in one of the very last verses of 
this letter: “And the Lord will deliver me from every evil work 
and preserve me for His heavenly kingdom.”  (4:6-7) 
 
What is the “promise of life” he speaks of in verse 1?  It is 
the hope Jesus buried deep in his heart so many years ago 
– he is going home to heaven.  Not because he had worked 
so hard…no…but because his life is safely within his Lord, 
Jesus – and Jesus was fiercely holding on to Paul the whole 
time he ministered.  No one would ever have been able to 
take Paul out of the hands of Jesus – and Paul knew exactly 
where Jesus was taking him, soon.  Home.  To life. 
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: 2  Who is this letter written to?   Timothy.   What do we 
know about him?  (look up the following verses to get some 
history on Timothy) 
 

• Romans 16:21    Timothy is with Paul when Paul is 
writing to the church at Rome. 
 

• 1st Corinthians 4:17    Paul sent Timothy to Corinth to 
remind them of the Gospel message.  Paul 
considered Timothy a “son” in the Lord. 

 
• Philippians 2:19-23    When Paul wrote to the 

Philippians he mentioned that he wanted to send 
Timothy to them soon.  He knows Timothy will care 
for them just like Paul did.  He trusts Timothy totally. 

 
• 2nd Corinthians 1:19    Timothy not only helped Paul 

along the way, but also was a preacher himself. 
 

• 2nd Corinthians 1:1    Timothy helps write 2nd 
Corinthians. 

 
• Philippians 1:1    Timothy helps write Philippians. 

 
• Colossians 1:1    Timothy helps write Colossians. 

 
• 1st Thessalonians 1:1    Timothy helps write the first 

letter to the Thessalonians. 
 

• 2nd Thessalonians 1:1    Timothy helps write the 
second letter to the Thessalonians. 

 
• Philemon 1    Timothy is helping Paul when he is in 

prison in Rome, when he writes Philemon. 
 

•  2nd  Timothy 3:15 and 2nd Timothy 1:5    Timothy 
learned the Old Testament scriptures as a child, from 
his mother and grandmother. 

 
• 2nd Timothy 1:6     Timothy had been specially gifted 

by God for ministry.  Paul laid hands on him to impart 
this gift. 
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• Acts 16:1-3    Paul first met Timothy when he was 
traveling for the second time through Lystra, 
Timothy’s hometown.  Timothy’s father was Greek.  
Timothy had become a believer in Jesus Christ.  Paul 
wanted to take Timothy on his ministry journey, so he 
made sure Timothy was circumcised so that he could 
effectively minister to Jewish people.   

 
• 1st Timothy 1:2    Paul considered Timothy his “son” in 

the faith – maybe because Paul had personally 
introduced Timothy to the truth about Jesus. 

 
• 2nd Timothy 4:21     Paul wanted Timothy to come visit 

him in prison in Rome, and soon. 
 

• Hebrews 13:23    This is a small reference to Timothy 
being “set free”, which is the only place in scripture 
we see that Timothy, too, had been in prison, at least 
once. 

 

          
 
The map on the above pictures the geographical area of the 
world where Paul and Timothy ministered.  Lets’ just 
summarize how Timothy and Paul became such partners in 
the work of the Lord: 
 

• On Paul’s first missionary journey he and his group 
went through Timothy’s hometown, Lystra, where 
Paul was stoned and then tossed out of town. 
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• On Paul’s second missionary journey he and his 
group went through Lystra again, and, lo and behold, 
one of the people who wanted to believe in Jesus was 
a young man named Timothy.  Paul realized that 
Timothy was dedicated to Jesus Christ and to Paul’s 
ministry in a complete and wholehearted way, so Paul 
took Timothy along with his group as they left Lystra 
and went to the other cities on his second missionary 
journey. 

 
• After that, sometimes Timothy was with Paul, and 

sometimes he was left behind to minister, or sent 
ahead to minster somewhere else.  But through it all, 
Paul mentored Timothy, and Timothy, despite his 
young years and perhaps even fears of the unknown, 
became a strong Pastor of churches.   

 
When Paul writes this second letter to Timothy, Paul’s time 
on earth is nearly over and he knows it.  He has “fought the 
good fight”, “finished the race”, and “kept the faith”.  He was 
given a job to do by His Savior, Jesus, and somehow, by the 
miraculous strength of God, he has done it!  He has 
“leaped!” over the wall! 
 
He is passing this incredible job of spreading the Gospel and 
planting and nourishing churches, to Timothy.  He wants 
Timothy to know that someday he will be able to look back 
and know that not in his own strength, but “By my God I 
have leaped over a wall!”  Psalms 18:29 
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Lesson 2 
Questions for you to Answer 
2nd Timothy 1:3-18  “Afraid to Use My Gift” 

 
 
Memory verse for this study: 
 

“…By my God I have leaped over a wall.” 
(Psalm 18:29) (KJV) 

 
 
1: 3  How often did Paul pray for Timothy?  What does that 
tell you about their relationship?  (also see verse 2) 
 
 
 
 
1:4-5  Paul says that he greatly desires to see Timothy, 
especially when he remembers Timothy’s ____________, 
and his genuine ____________. 
 
 
 
 
1:5  When did Timothy first learn of the One, True God?  
(also see 2nd Timothy 3:15)   
 
 
 
 
1:6  What “gift” is Paul talking about?  When did Timothy 
receive that gift?  What is Timothy supposed to do with that 
gift? 
 
 
 
 
1:7-8   Do you think Timothy is afraid to use his gift?  If so, 
why would he be? 
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1:9-11  What is Paul’s motivation for going through suffering 
for the Gospel? 
 
 
 
 
1:12  Why is Paul not ashamed of the Gospel?  How would 
this verse have helped Timothy?     
 
 
 
 
1:13-14  What “good thing” did Paul commit to Timothy? 
 
 
 
1:15-17  Who are the three people Paul names in these 
verses? What does he say about them?  Are they good guys 
or bad guys? 
 

1.    
 
 

2.    
 
 

3.  
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Lesson 2 
Answers 

2nd Timothy 1:3-18  “Afraid to Use my Gift” 
 
 
1: 3  How often did Paul pray for Timothy?  What does that 
tell you about their relationship?  (also see verse 2) 
 
He prayed “without ceasing.”  Does that mean all the time?  
He also says “night and day”.  Does that mean he never 
slept?   
 
Think of it this way:  Is there anyone you pray for “without 
ceasing”?  What does that look like in your life?  In mine it 
isn’t that I never think of anything or anyone else, but it 
seems that at any moment during the day, or during the 
night, my thoughts want to run to this person, or these 
people.  They pop up in my prayers, in my thinking, in my 
conversation without me even realizing it is happening.  For 
me, the people I pray for in this way are mostly my family.  
For others, perhaps those people are their closest friends, 
their prayer partners, the people with whom they serve the 
Lord.   
 
Paul prayed for Timothy almost without thinking about it – 
that’s how close he felt to Timothy, the one he called his 
“beloved son.”  In Romans 16 and also Colossians 4 Paul 
lists many people who are special to him, and some of them 
he does call “beloved”.  But I haven’t seen anyone else he 
ever called “beloved son”, except Timothy.   
 
 
1:4-5  Paul says he greatly desires to see Timothy, 
especially when he remembers Timothy’s   tears  , 
and his genuine   faith  . 
 
I’m not sure what “tears” Paul is remembering – as far as I 
can tell scripture doesn’t speak of such an incident.  So we 
can imagine, perhaps, that Paul is thinking of the time when  
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he and his “beloved son” last parted.  Were there grief-
stricken tears at the thought of being separated once again?  
At any rate, Paul says that just to see Timothy again would 
heal that memory. 
 
And then Paul mentions Timothy’s “genuine faith”.  I think it’s 
interesting that Paul describes that faith as having begun in 
Timothy’s mother and grandmother.  Maybe that means 
Timothy’s mother and grandmother came to faith in Christ 
shortly before Timothy did – perhaps at Paul’s first visit to 
Lystra…the time Paul was stoned and left for dead. 
 
But I’m more inclined to think that Paul is talking about the 
faith in the One, True God that Timothy’s mother and 
grandmother taught Timothy as he was growing up.  In 
chapter 4 of this letter, verse 15, we learn that Timothy was 
taught the Holy scriptures in childhood.  And in Acts 16:3 we 
see that Timothy’s father was a Gentile, but his mother must 
have been Jewish, and his grandmother, too (we know 
Timothy was Jewish.). 
 
So here’s the scenario which could have played out:  For 
whatever reason Timothy’s mother married a Gentile.  She 
knew the Holy Scriptures of her Jewish faith, as did her 
mother.  When Timothy was born she couldn’t raise him in 
the Jewish tradition, couldn’t have him circumcised.  But she 
and her mother could teach Timothy all they knew of the 
Holy Scriptures (the Old Testament).  They taught him there 
was a One, True God in Heaven.  They taught him all people 
were sinners and needed a Savior.  They taught him that 
Savior would come some day and take care of the sin 
problem forever.  Timothy would have grown up trusting in 
the One, True God.  That was genuine faith. 
 
Then, when Timothy and his mom and grandmother all 
heard the Good News from Paul, as he traveled through 
Iconium, Lystra and Derbe, they knew in their hearts that he  
was speaking the truth, because they had been holding the 
truth closely in their hearts all their lives.  Remember what 
Jesus said in John 14:1?   As He was talking to His closest 
friends, the twelve apostles, he said:  “…you believe in God, 
believe also in Me.”   Those apostles had followed him for 
three years because they believed in God.  Now it was time 
for them to believe Jesus was God.   
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Timothy, his mother and his grandmother all heard the Good 
News from Paul and instantly believed that Jesus was God, 
that He was the Savior they had been waiting for.  That was 
genuine faith. 
 
 
1:5  When did Timothy first learn of the One, True God?  
(also see 2nd Timothy 3:15)   
 
From his mother and grandmother.  They taught him the 
scriptures.  No matter who you are or how un-educated you 
think you are, you can always teach the scriptures to the 
people you love.  Read out loud from the Bible, talk about 
what it means, tell Bible stories….there’s always a way. 
 
 
1:6  What “gift” was Paul talking about?  When did Timothy 
receive that gift?  What was Timothy supposed to do with 
that gift? 
 
In Paul’s first letter to Timothy, in 1st Timothy 4:14, Paul also 
mentions this gift   “Do not neglect the gift that is in you, 
which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of 
hands of the eldership.” 
 
Apparently the elders of the church of Lystra knew from the 
Lord, and Paul agreed, that Timothy should also be a 
missionary, spreading the Good News.  They set aside a 
special time to pray for Timothy, laying their hands on him as 
a symbol of their agreement with what the Holy Spirit was 
doing, and commissioning him to the job God wanted him to 
do. 
 
I’m assuming Timothy’s gifts were probably teaching, 
preaching, planting churches, and shepherding, etc.   
 
 
1:7-8   Do you think Timothy was afraid to use his gift?  If so, 
why would he be? 
 
Yes, I think he was fearful.  After all, he had seen what 
happened to Paul over and over again as he used his gifts of 
teaching, preaching and shepherding.   
 



Lesson 2, 2nd Timothy 1:3-18  Answers 

 18 

 
 
1:9-11  What was Paul’s motivation for going through 
suffering for the Gospel? 
 
First of all, he knew he was called to this task by God 
Himself. 
 
Second, he knew that Jesus had made forgiveness, peace, 
light, and eternal life in Heaven available to every man, 
woman and child.   
 
Third, he knew he was not qualified to do this job, and yet 
still God asked him to do it.  All he had to do was do it - 
courageously proclaim the truth. 
 
As Paul wrote this letter to Timothy, he fully realized that 
Jesus had called him to do this job, and that Jesus had 
made it possible for him to do the work he had been asked 
to do.  He knew God had made it happen. 
 
So what had been Paul’s part? 

• Accept the call. 
• Persevere. 
• Keep thinking right – not ashamed of suffering.   

 
1:12  Why was Paul not ashamed of the suffering he had 
gone through?  How would this verse have helped Timothy?     
 
Paul might have been ashamed of his old life.  He had done 
horrible things to innocent believers in Jesus.  He had good 
reason to be ashamed of that life.   
 
But even though the suffering he had endured since then 
was often humiliating, and the rumors spread about him 
were out-and-out lies, he had no reason to be ashamed.  He 
had done nothing wrong.  He was doing what God asked 
him to do.  He knew that Jesus was proud of him, and was 
holding him safely in the circle of His arms.  Nothing could 
take that away. 
 
Paul’s example would be the biggest help for Timothy! 
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1:13-14  What “good thing” did Paul commit to Timothy? 
 
The “pattern of sound words” was the very Gospel itself, the 
clear message about Jesus Christ:   

• Jesus had been promised in the ancient scriptures.   
• He came to earth in His perfect time, and fulfilled that 

promise.   
• Jesus is God!  He always was God.  He always will be 

God. 
• Jesus was and is all about love. 
• Jesus lived a completely sinless life.  
• He was killed by sinful men because they did not want 

to hear the truth.  
• But He didn’t stay dead!   
• He is alive today.   
• He is coming back!   
• Faith in Him is what makes you right with God. 

Put all those truths together, and those are the “sound 
words” Paul committed to Timothy. 
 
 
1:15-17  Who are the three people Paul names in these 
verses? What does he say about them?  Are they good guys 
or bad guys? 
 

1.   Phygellus – Bad guy. 
2.   Hermogenes – Bad guy. 
3.   Onesiphorus – Good guy. 

 
What made the difference between the “bad guys” and the 
“good guy”?   
 
The bad guys, Phygellus and Hermogenes, might have said 
they believed in Jesus, but they didn’t.  Their lives were 
proof of that.  They fought against what Paul was doing, 
made fun of him, undercut his efforts, turned away from him.  
They may have been Christian leaders at one time, since it 
looks like many from Asia followed them as they left Paul.  
Were they really Christians, though?  Nope.   
 
But Onesiphorus believed in Jesus, which clearly showed in 
his support of Paul as he presented the Gospel, taught, 
preached, founded solid churches, and shepherded those 
who believed.     
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Why did Paul name them?   Why not just say there were 
“certain people” who were not very nice to him?  I think he 
named Phygellus and Hermogenes in order to record for 
Timothy who to watch out for – they were still out there and 
dangerous to anyone preaching the Gospel. 
 
He also might have named them to protect Timothy from the 
false guilt someday of being accused of things he hadn’t 
done.  No matter how innocent Timothy might know himself 
to be, when he would hear lies and accusations spoken 
against him, and see angry people wanting to kill him, he 
was going to struggle with guilt.  Not guilt from God.  Guilt 
from Satan.  Guilt that maybe he hadn’t done everything as 
well as he could have…perhaps if he hadn’t made mistakes 
other people wouldn’t have suffered…  If Timothy could 
realize the true guilt of the bad guys, he would be more likely 
to realize that God was not accusing him of anything…and to 
keep going strong.  Guilt can stop you in your tracks.   
 
And finally, I think Paul was trying to protect Timothy from 
others in the future who might do the same.  This was 
absolutely going to happen again and again in Timothy’s 
ministry.   
 
It’s still happens today. We, too, should warn others, in love, 
to stay away from those who change the Gospel message.   
“…speaking the truth in love.”  Ephesians 4:15  
 
Let’s get personal. 
 

1. How is just plain old suffering, which is a part of life, 
different from “suffering for the Gospel”? 

 
 

2. When have you suffered for the Gospel? 
 
 
 

3. What gifts has the Lord given you?  Are you afraid to 
use them? 
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Lesson 3 
Questions for you to Answer 

2nd Timothy 2   “Strong in Grace” 
 
 
Memory verse for this study: 
 

“…By my God I have leaped over a wall.” 
(Psalm 18:29) (KJV) 

 
 
:1-3   What are the first three pieces of advice Paul gives to 
Timothy? 
 

•    
•    
•  

 
 
:4-7  What are three illustrations Paul gives of what it means 
to “endure hardship”? 
 
 
 
 
:8-9   What was Paul teaching that caused so much trouble 
for him? 
 
 
 
 
:10-13  What benefits are there of suffering in order to 
spread the Gospel? 
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:14-16  What does a servant of God need to do in order to 
be an “approved worker”? 
 
 
 
 
:17-19  Are there going to be people who spread a bad 
message in the name of Jesus?   
 
 
 
 
:20&21  If there are going to be both good messengers of 
the Gospel, and bad messengers of the Gospel, what should 
people do? 
 
 
 
 
:22-26  What are Paul’s final pieces of advice to Timothy as 
he ends this chapter? 
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Lesson 3 
Answers 

2nd Timothy 2  “Strong in Grace” 
 
 
 
:1-3   What are the first three pieces of advice Paul gives to 
Timothy? 
 

• Be strong in grace. 
• What you have been taught, teach to faithful people 

who will teach others. 
• Endure hardship like a soldier. 

 
When I first read this passage, I asked myself what “strong 
in grace” might mean.   (that bump on her arm is a muscle.) 
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“Grace” is the reason why anyone ever has a chance to 
have faith in Jesus in the first place.  God “graces” or “gives” 
us the chance to hear, the ability to believe, and then, after 
we believe, the desire to live for Him. 
 
“Grace” is God wanting to give us what we don’t deserve. 
We still have to decide to believe, but all the desire and 
ability to believe is a gift from God.  That’s “grace”. 
 
So, what is being “strong” in grace?  How can I be “strong” in 
something God is doing? 
 
Here’s my attempt to put “strong in grace” into words:  
“strong in grace” is simply “strong in trusting Jesus to be the 
strong One.”  
 
 
:4-7  What are three illustrations Paul gives of what it means 
to “endure hardship” as we are “strong in grace”? 
 
First Paul compares the believer to a soldier who keeps 
himself focused on his job, and doesn’t let the rest of life 
drag him away from it. 
 
Second, Paul says the “strong in grace” believer must be 
disciplined like an athlete wanting to win the prize.  That 
athlete must know the rules of the competition, and not ever 
try to cheat in order to win, and not ever quit before the race 
is finished. 
 
Third, the farmer who works hard knows that he will be able 
to enjoy the fruits of his labors in the end.  In the same way, 
the believer who is “strong in grace” has hope.  He/she will 
someday experience the joy of harvesting a crop of belief. 
 
Being “strong in grace” means being focused like a soldier, 
disciplined like an athlete, and hopeful like a farmer. 
 
 
:8-9   What was Paul teaching that caused so much trouble 
for him? 
 
Paul was teaching that Jesus Christ was a Jewish man with 
all the scriptural qualifications to be King of Israel, who was  



Lesson 3, 2nd Timothy Chapter 2   Answers 

 25 

 
 
killed but didn’t stay dead.  He was actually physically raised 
from the dead, alive in His physical body after death.  Alive 
forever. 
 
That’s it.  And for that message, Paul was considered an evil 
person, suffered much persecution, and was chained in 
prisons. 
 
But, Paul says, even when he was chained or otherwise 
suffering, the Word of God could not be chained.  So he just 
kept right on proclaiming the Word of God wherever and 
whenever. 
 
 
:10-13  What benefits are there of suffering in order to 
spread the Gospel? 
 
Here’s what Paul was absolutely sure of: 

• When a believer proclaims the truth, people get 
a chance to believe and be saved. 

• When a believer dies, he lives. 
• When a believer endures, someday he reigns. 
• When anyone denies Christ, Christ will deny 

him. 
• When anyone refuses to believe, Jesus will 

stay true to Himself, and judge that unbelief. 
 
The benefits are huge, and the motivation is enough to keep 
us proclaiming even in the worst of persecution. 
 
 
:14-16  What does a servant of God need to do in order to 
be an “approved worker”? 
 
It’s simple.  Know your message, and don’t get sidetracked.  
To put it another way:  Study your Bible, present the Gospel, 
and don’t get into arguments.   
 
 
:17-19  Are there going to be people who spread a bad 
message in the name of Jesus?   
 
Yes.  Paul refers here to Hymenaeus and Philetus who 
apparently were teaching that Jesus had already returned  
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and given all believers their resurrected bodies.  This was a 
common bad teaching of the time, and sent many true 
believers into great spiritual doubt.   
 
There have been teachers of untruth throughout the last two 
thousand years, and there will be until Jesus brings us safely 
into our new world in Heaven.   
 
 
:20&21  If there are going to be both good messengers of 
the Gospel, and bad messengers of the Gospel, what should 
people do? 
 
Get rid of the useless and dangerous in your life.  If you 
know of bad teaching, stay away from it and warn others of 
it.   
 
 
:22-26  What are Paul’s final pieces of advice to Timothy as 
he ends this chapter? 
 
  :22  Run away from sin. 
  :22  Run fast toward righteousness, faith, love and peace. 
  :23  Stay away from pointless spiritual arguments. 
  :24  Do not quarrel, but be gentle, a good teacher, and 
patient. 
  :25  Correct those who are wrong, but do it with a humble 
heart. 
  :26  Remember that those you are teaching have an enemy 
who is trying to keep them in slavery.   
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Lesson 4 

Questions for you to Answer 
2nd Timothy 3   “Perilous Times” 

 
 

Memory verse for this study: 
 

“…By my God I have leaped over a wall.” 
(Psalm 18:29) (KJV) 

 
 

Paul starts out this chapter saying the “last days” are going 
to be perilous.  The “last days” are what we might refer to as 
the “end times”…that time just before the Lord returns. 
 
:1-5  What are the last days going to be like?  I found at least 
18 things which are going to be true of people in the last 
days.  How many can you find?  List them here. 
 

•    
•    
•    
•    
•    
•    
•    
•    
•    
•    
•    
•    
•    
•    
•     
•  
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:5  What are we supposed to do when we realize we are 
friends with people like this? 
 
 
 
:6-9  How will I know whether I should keep talking to people 
like this, or run away from them? 
 
 
 
 
:10-13  Has Timothy remained true to Paul through the 
years?  Will Timothy suffer in ways similar to Paul?  Will evil 
and persecution get worse and worse until Christ returns? 
 
 
 
:14-17  What is the one thing Timothy could do to remain a 
strong clear witness for Christ in the last days? 
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Lesson 4 
Answers 

2nd Timothy 3  “Perilous Times” 

 
Paul starts out this chapter saying the “last days” are going 
to be perilous.  The “last days” are what we might refer to as 
the “end times”…that time just before the Lord returns. 
 
:1-5  What are the last days going to be like?  I found at least 
twenty things which are going to be true of people in the last 
days.  How many can you find?  List them here. 
 
First: 

1. The times will be perilous.  Meaning, I suppose, that a 
Christian’s life will be in danger in the last days, from 
the very people who are in their lives.  That includes, I 
believe, friends, neighbors, fellow-workers, family, 
authorities, etc.  

And Then, the people who will endanger the lives of 
believers are described as: 

2. Lovers of themselves.   
3. Lovers of money. 
4. Braggers about themselves. 
5. Proud. 
6. Blasphemers against God. 
7. Disobedient to parents. 
8. Unthankful. 
9. Unholy – living sinfully, openly. 
10. Unloving, even to those who love them. 
11. Unforgiving. 
12. Slanderers – wrecking other people’s reputations with 

lies and unnecessary gossiping. 
13. Without self-control.  Doing whatever they want to 

whenever they want to. 
14. Brutal – not satisfied with hurting, but set on hurting 

horribly. 
15. Despisers of good.  Hating everything that is good, 

and wanting to destroy it. 
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16. Traitors.   Not to be trusted with confidences. 
17. Headstrong – which means stubborn. 
18. Haughty – which is like pride, and also includes 

arrogance. 
19. Lovers of pleasure, not lovers of God.  In fact, they 

may say they love God, but pleasure has a much 
higher priority than pleasing God. 

20. Looking like Christians, but not being true Christians.  
Not changed by the Gospel, just using the Gospel. 
 

 
:5  What are we supposed to do when we realize we are 
friends with people like this? 
 
If these people described above claim to be believers in 
Jesus, run!!!!  Don’t stay and try to change them!  Run!  Turn 
around and go the other way just as fast as your feet can 
take you! 
 
 
:6-9  How will I know whether I should keep talking to people 
like this, or run away from them? 
 
There will be some tell-tale signs:   

• They will be the type of people who take 
advantage of the weak. 

• They will talk about the Bible, or say good 
things about God and church, but their lives will 
not display any change when exposed to truth. 

• They will resist good and loving authority.   
• They will show evidence of corrupt thinking. 
• In the end it will be obvious how fake they are. 

 
 
:10-13  Has Timothy remained true to Paul through the 
years?  Will Timothy suffer in ways similar to Paul?  Will evil 
and persecution get worse and worse until Christ returns? 
 
Timothy is a concrete example for all – there is such a thing 
as a man who loves the Lord and doesn’t cut corners!  There 
is such a thing as a person who lives inside and out like a 
true believer.   
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Yes, suffering is almost guaranteed for the true believer.  
Timothy was going to experience much the same suffering  
Paul did, and that perilous suffering will grow worse and 
worse with time.   
 
But, if there is a lesson here for today it is:  Don’t give up 
looking for the people who are genuinely serving and loving 
Jesus.  They exist.  Don’t compromise and become close 
friends, or worse, marriage partners, with those who are 
actually making the perilous times worse. 
 
:14-17  What is the one thing Timothy could do to remain a 
strong clear witness for Christ in the last days? 
 
Soak up the scriptures.  Day and night, day and night, day 
and night.  The scriptures are God’s words.  They are more 
valuable than pure gold.   
 
Let’s get personal.  
 

1. Why does it seem we don’t really suffer much 
persecution in our lives?   

 
2. Are you doing the one thing you can do to remain a 

strong clear witness for Christ in the last days? 
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Lesson 5 

Questions for you to Answer 
2nd Timothy 4   “Finishing the Race” 

 
 

Memory verse for this study: 
 

“…By my God I have leaped over a wall.” 
(Psalm 18:29) (KJV) 

 
 

:1  What is one thing Jesus is going to do when He returns? 
 
 
 
:2  Because of what Jesus is going to do (:1), what should 
Timothy do? 
 
 
 
:3&4  What will Christians be tempted to do in the last days? 
 
 
 
:5  What are four more things Timothy should do in the light 
of all of the above? 
 
 
 
:6-8  How does Paul view his own life at this point?  
 
 
 
:9-16  What does Paul need at this point? 
 
 
 
 
 



Lesson 5, 2nd Timothy Chapter 4  Questions 
 

 34 

 
 
:17-18   How does Paul expect his life to end?  Is he afraid?  
Is he bitter about his sufferings?   Does he feel like he has 
accomplished what God gave him to do? 
 
 
 
:19-21  Who are some of Paul’s co-workers named here?     
 
 
 
:22  Does Paul end on a negative, or positive, note? 
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Lesson 5 
Answers 

2nd Timothy 4  “Finishing the Race” 
 

 
:1  What is one thing Jesus is going to do when He returns? 
 
He will judge the living and the dead.  What is this referring 
to?  I think this is talking about the Great White Throne 
judgment, which is described in the book of Revelation, 
chapter 20:11-15.   
 
When Jesus returns to earth, at the end of the Last Seven 
Years, He will reign as King on planet earth for one thousand 
years.  At the end of that thousand years He will sit on a 
great, white throne, the earth and heavens of this world will 
disappear, and every person dead at that time  - all of them, 
one-by-one, will be resurrected back to life long enough to 
make a command appearance before that throne.  They will 
be judged by the Lord according to what they have done in 
their lives.   
 
Each sin they have committed will be looked at and judged, 
and then the Lord will look into the Book of Life to see if their 
name had ever been written in it.  Names are recorded in 
that Book when a person believes in Jesus at some time 
during their life.  If the person standing before that throne 
had never believed in Jesus, they will be cast into the Lake 
of Fire forever.  Why?  Because the blood of Jesus never 
had the chance to cover their sins.  They made the decision 
sometime during their lives to not believe in Jesus.  Their 
sins had not ever been wiped away.   
 
:2  Because of what Jesus is going to do (:1), what should 
Timothy do? 
 
So Timothy, think about that final judgment, and preach!  Do 
all you can to convince the unsaved that His story is worth 
listening to.  Rebuke Christians when they are living in sin, 
so that they will also do all they can to reach the unsaved.   
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Teach and preach and reason with people, plead with 
people, and keep going, keep going, keep going!!! 
 
 
:3&4  What will Christians be tempted to do in the last days? 
 
Here’s what will happen as the last days ramp up.  
Christians will get sloppy, lazy, comfortable, proud, arrogant, 
and will be tempted to stop spreading the word about Jesus.  
What?  How could that be?  They’ll see how bad the world is 
getting, right?  They’ll see what Paul just described in 
chapter 3, right?  How could they then get lazy?  Wouldn’t 
they be even more inspired to teach, preach, talk, share the 
Gospel? 
 
You’d think so, but the Lord lets us know in these two verses 
that they will not.  Perhaps it will be because Satan knows 
the end is approaching, and he begins fighting even harder 
to neutralize the truth. 
 
:5  What are four more things Timothy should do in the light 
of all of the above? 
 

1. Be watchful.  Alert.  Keep your eyes open. 
2. Endure the hard stuff.  It’s going to happen.  Don’t 

shrink back.  Walk through it. 
3. Do the work of evangelizing.  Tell them! 
4. Fulfill your ministry.  Pastor the flock God has 

given you.  Keep at it!  Don’t give up!  Don’t get 
lazy yourself! 

 
:6-8  How does Paul view his own life at this point?  
 
He knows his life is coming to an end.  He senses, from the 
Holy Spirt I believe, that his job is nearly done.  Always 
before this he had plans for the next day, the next letter he 
would write, the next area he would travel to.  But now he is 
resting in the knowledge that his time is about over.  The job 
still has so much left to be done, but he knows that others 
will take it and run with it from this point on. 
 
And he knows what is waiting for him.  Jesus.  Ever since 
Paul believed in Jesus he has looked for His return.  Longed 
for His return.  And now Paul knows he will soon see this  
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One who saved him.  There will be a crown waiting for Paul 
when he arrives in Heaven…but that crown will only remind 
Paul of all Jesus had accomplished in him. 
 
 
:9-16  What does Paul need at this point? 
 
He needs friends.  He needs his cloak.  And he needs 
books, probably scriptures. 
 
 
:17-18   How does Paul expect his life to end?  Is he afraid?  
Is he bitter about his sufferings?   Does he feel like he has 
accomplished what God gave him to do? 
 
He’s not bitter.  He knows the Lord saved him from much 
worse than he ever had to endure.  He knows the Lord 
enabled him to get the job done.  He knows the Lord will 
walk through the last few days and minutes with him, just as 
He has all along the way.  I don’t think he’s afraid. 
 
 
:19-21  Who are some of Paul’s co-workers named here?     
 

• Prisca (Priscilla) and Aquila.  Co workers and friends 
whom he has known since he ministered in Corinth. 

• Onesiphorus, who had visited Paul in Rome in prison.  
Also mentioned in chapter 1:16. 

• Erastus, who was at this time ministering in Corinth. 
• Trophimus, sick in Miletus. 
• Eubulus, who is with Paul as he writes this. 
• Pudens, Linus, Claudia, and others, also with him. 

 
 
:22  Does Paul end on a negative, or positive, note? 

 
Of course, positive.  This whole letter, though instructing and 
warning, has been over-the-top positive.   
 
If the Lord Jesus Christ is with us, and He is pouring His 
grace out on us, there is nothing to be negative about.  We 
will look back some day and say….  

“…By my God I have leaped over a wall!!!” 
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