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Introduction 
The Twelve Sons of Jacob 

 
 
These final chapters in the book of Genesis describe for us the character and 
personalities of the twelve sons of Jacob.  I don’t think I’m being overly dramatic when I 
say: these twelve sons are the future of the world.    
 
Here they are in the order of their birth: 
Reuben      1 
Simeon      2 
Levi       3 
Judah       4 
Dan       5 
Naphtali      6 
Gad       7 
Asher       8 
Issachar      9 
Zebulun      10 
Joseph      11 
Benjamin      12 
 
From these twelve sons and their sons and daughters, and their sons and daughters, 
and their sons and daughters… will come the leaders and sustainers of the Jewish 
nation. That nation will fight to survive in a harsh world, fall on their faces often, love 
their God and more often than not disobey that same God, claim victories, limp away 
from failures, and still survive to deliver to all of us the Savior of the world.   
 
And, as if that was not enough, they also will outlive all the enemies thrown at them in 
our future…and they will be gazing up into the heavenlies, eyes full of tears, fully 
forgiven and righteous, hearts overflowing with faith and joy when He returns – that He 
may be glorified.     
 
Memory Verse for this study: 
 
“Also your people shall all be righteous; they shall inherit the land forever, the 

branch of My planting, the work of My hands, that I may be glorified.”  Isaiah 

60:21 

 

 





Lesson 1  Genesis 37  Questions for You to Answer 

 7 

 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 1 

Questions for You to Answer 
 

Genesis 37 
 
Here are the twelve sons of Jacob in the order of their birth: 
 
Reuben      1 
Simeon      2 
Levi       3 
Judah       4 
Dan       5 
Naphtali      6 
Gad       7 
Asher       8 
Issachar      9 
Zebulun      10 
Joseph      11 
Benjamin      12 
 
Memory Verse for this study: 
 
“Also your people shall all be righteous; they shall inherit the land forever, the branch of 

My planting, the work of My hands, that I may be glorified.”  Isaiah 60:21 

 
 

1. (:1-11)  Name three reasons the sons of Jacob hated Joseph. 
 
 

2. Were Joseph’s dreams going to come true?   What did they show about Joseph?  
Should he have kept them to himself?  Was he persecuted for having a close walk with 
God, or was he vain? 
 
 

3. (:12-20)  How could their hatred of their brother be so intense that they 
would want to kill him? 
 
 
 

4. (:21-22)  Why did Reuben try to save him from death? 
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5. (:23-28)  What other brother spared him from death?  Why? 
 
 

6. (:29-36)  Who is harmed the most by this violent act of jealousy?  Joseph?  Jacob?  The 
brothers?     
 
 

7. How can a person stop being jealous? 
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Lesson 1 
Genesis 37 

 
These final chapters in the book of Genesis describe for us the character and 
personalities of the twelve sons of Jacob.  These twelve sons are the future of the 
world.    

 
Here they are in the order of their birth: 
Reuben      1 
Simeon      2 
Levi       3 
Judah       4 
Dan       5 
Naphtali      6 
Gad       7 
Asher       8 
Issachar      9 
Zebulun      10 
Joseph      11 
Benjamin      12 
 

 
1. (:1-4)  Name three reasons the sons of Jacob hated Joseph.  – I found 

five. 
 

1. He was the son of the favorite wife, Rachel. 
2. He was the youngest, and born when his father was already old, 

therefore the favorite…the spoiled one. 
3. He was a tattle-tale.  He brought a bad report of his brothers to their 

father. 
4. He was loved the most by their father.  Not a secret.   
5. He was made a special coat by his father because he was loved the 

most. 
 
2. (:5-11)  Were Joseph’s dreams going to come true?  What did they show about 

Joseph?  Should he have kept them to himself?  Was he persecuted for having a 
close walk with God, or was he simply vain? 

 
Joseph had two dreams.  The first one was of his brothers’ sheaves of grain bowing 
down to his sheaves.  And the second of the sun, moon and stars  
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bowing down to him.    Both of these dreams had the same theme – that Joseph would 
be the one who had responsibility for and was in authority over his brothers and even 
over his parents.  Verse 10 shows that Joseph’s father understood the second dream to 
say that Jacob (the father) was the moon, Rachel (the mother) was the sun, and the 
brothers the stars.   
 
What did these dreams show about Joseph?  Were they proof positive that Joseph was 
a self-centered boy?  Or did they show that Joseph was actually a prophet?   
 
The reason I ask this is because the dreams did come true.  In the closing chapters of 
Genesis, we see how perfectly they were fulfilled.  Joseph did end up being the one 
responsible for and in authority over the whole family.  Joseph, in fact, saved the whole 
family from extinction. 
 
I think Joseph was a prophet – a man inspired by God -  in two ways:  One, the family 
did end up bowing down to him.  And two, the description he gave of his family – the 
sun, moon and stars – is one that is repeated in the book of Revelation.  (Revelation 
12:1).  Joseph’s dream helps us understand what the Revelation passage is referring to.  
 
Interesting.  The dream of a young boy (probably spoiled) prophet about four thousand 
years ago helps us understand today a part of scripture which was written in 100AD.  
Wow.  Do you ever doubt that every word of the Bible was directed by God, and that it is 
relevant for today?  This story in Genesis, alone, should convince us – God wrote every 
word of the Bible, and every word is true and relevant, even today. 
 

2
nd

 Peter 1:21  “… for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy 

men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”   

 
2

nd
 Timothy 3:16  “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 

profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly 

equipped for every good work.” 

 
Should Joseph have kept these dreams to himself?  I don’t think so.  I think when God 
gives you a message you have no choice but to speak it, no matter how imperfect you 
are, and no matter what the consequences.   
 
Did Joseph expect open arms from his brothers after these two anger-producing 
dreams?  I don’t know what Joseph expected.  But because I can read what happens 
next, I do know he was going to walk through a really rough time after speaking about 
the dreams the Lord had given him.  The lessons he would learn from his suffering 
would mold him into the man he needed to be in order to fulfill those dreams.   
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We’re going to see, over and over again in the next few chapters of Genesis, that what 
looked uncommonly unfair in Joseph’s life was actually shockingly valuable to the 
family, to Joseph, and to the world. 
 

3. (:12-20)  How could their hatred of their brother be so intense that they would 
want to kill him? 

 
Hatred is so strong.  So powerful.  
 
Hatred usually starts out as a little sin, like envy.  Or jealousy.  Or pride.  Or lust.  Or 
desire.  Or fear.  Or greed.  Or even selfish “like” (I like you because of what you can do 
for me).  Or self-interest. 
 
But when all those “little” sins are nursed and encouraged and fed, they grow and can 
become hate.  And hate is way, way strong.  Hate can easily make you want to hurt or 
kill someone.    
 
The only thing more powerful is love.  
 
That’s why Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead.   
 
He was hated by those who at first were just jealous of Him.  He was hated by those 
who “liked” Him, but didn’t want to admit He was God and bow their knee to Him.  He 
was hated by those who were interested in bettering their lives, but saw that He wasn’t 
making things better.  He was hated by proud, arrogant people who wanted a Messiah, 
but would not admit they needed a Messiah. 
 
He chose to love those who hated Him, instead of hating them back.   
 

“For God so loved the world He gave His only begotten son, that 

whosoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  

John 3:16 

 

Love wins.  

 

 
4. (:21-22)  Why did Reuben try to save him from death? 

 
Reuben apparently had a conscience.  Perhaps he was not as far gone in hate as some 
of the other brothers.  He had a plan – pretend to go along with the brothers, but not to 
the point of killing Joseph.  Why? 
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Remember, Reuben was the oldest.  It’s very possible he felt that “oldest child” pressure 
to keep the peace in the family.  Whatever his reason, he is to be commended that he 
saved Joseph’s life.  He suggested that the brothers cast Joseph into a deep pit so he 
could be dealt with later.   Reuben’s plan was to go secretly and save Joseph out of the 
pit and take him back home to their father. 
 

5. (:23-28)  What other brother spared him from death?  Why? 
 
Judah also was part of saving Joseph’s life.  Did he have compassion on Joseph, or did 
he just think it would be better for Joseph to die by someone else’s hands?  We don’t 
know. 
 

6. (:29-36)  Who was harmed the most by this violent act of jealousy?  Joseph?  
Jacob?  The brothers?     

 
They were all deeply scarred by the violence that came from their hatred.  We will see in 
the chapters to come what great suffering and probably despair Joseph went through.  
We will also see Joseph’s father, Jacob, reeling so much from the shock of hearing of 
his son’s “death” that he never was the same again.  And the brothers – even the ones 
who tried to prevent Joseph’s death  – their lives began to fall apart immediately. 
 
Hatred never has a good ending.  But love wins. 
 

7. How can a person stop being jealous? 
 
The Bible has a lot to say about sin.  It has plenty to say specifically about jealousy and 
hatred.  I think it can all be summed up this way:   
 

• Romans 6:23 says the end result of sin is death.  Irreversible.  “The wages of sin 

is death.” 

• Romans 3:24 says the solution to the guaranteed death sentence is that 
Someone else has taken the death sentence for us  “…being justified freely by 

His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” 

• John 3:36 makes it very clear what we must do – believe that Jesus took the 
death sentence for us.  “He who believes in the Son has everlasting life: and he 

who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on 

him.” 

 

So does becoming a believer in Jesus mean you will never struggle with jealousy or 
hatred again?   
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     No, but here are God’s instructions for us after we have believed in Jesus and 
received the wonderful gift of His love and forgiveness:  fill your life with God’s truth, and 
turn away from the sin you still desire to commit.  “Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, 

clamor and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice.  And be kind one to 

another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.”  

Ephesians 4:31&32 
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Lesson 2 

Questions for You to Answer 
 

Genesis 38 
 
Memory Verse for this study: 
 
“Also your people shall all be righteous; they shall inherit the land forever, the branch of 

My planting, the work of My hands, that I may be glorified.”  Isaiah 60:21 

 
 

1. (:1-5)   Who did Judah marry?  What are the names of their three sons?   What is wrong 
with this marriage? 
 
 

2. (:6-10)  Who was chosen as the wife of Judah’s first son, Er?   What kind of man was 
Er?  What happened to this marriage?   Why would Judah’s second son be asked to 
marry Er’s widow?  What happened? 
 
 

3. (:11)  What has happened to Tamar now that she has no husband?  Is she still a part of 
Judah’s family?  What promise is she holding on to? 
 
 

4. (:12-14)  What is Tamar’s plan, and why does she feel that she must do this? 
 
 

5. (:15-18)  What does Judah do, and does he realize he is doing it with his own daughter-
in-law? 
 
 

6. (:19)  What does Tamar do once this act is completed?  What do you think she is 
thinking at this point? 
 
 

7. (:20-23)  When Judah sends the agreed-upon payment to the harlot he had slept with, 
what happens? 
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8. (:24)  What is Judah’s reaction when he hears that Tamar is pregnant?  What does he 
think has happened? 
 
 

9. (:25&26)  Does Judah recognize the signet, cord and staff?  What does this immediately 
tell him?  Why does he conclude that he was the one at fault? 
 
 

10. (:27-30)  Which child now carries the promised seed?  Matthew 1:3.  
Ruth 4:12, 
 
 

11. Do you think Tamar realized she was being used of God to keep the promised seed 
going?   
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Lesson 2 
Genesis 38 

 
 
A couple of questions first: 
 

1. Do you think it’s possible for God to take a very bad, immoral situation and 
change it totally into something beautiful, peaceful, and part of His plan to 
save the world?    

  
If your answer is yes, then please give an example of this.   
 
(suggestions:  Satan kills Jesus on the cross – but God uses this to  save 
the world – 33AD.  Hitler trying to exterminate Jews and instead God uses 
this to  inspire the Jews to establish their homeland in Israel  – 1940’s.) 

 
2. So, since we can see that it is possible for God to take a very bad, 

immoral situation and change it totally into something beautiful, then what 
makes the difference between a very bad, immoral situation which is 
hopeless and only gets worse…and a very bad, immoral situation which is 
flipped right-side up by God? 
 
Answer:  Somebody believes what God has said and exercises faith. 
 

 
Now…on to our scripture passage today:  In this chapter we’ll find what I think is 
one of the strangest stories in all of scripture.   I’ll give you a little background: 
 
From the time of Adam and Eve a promise was given:  a descendant would come 
from Adam and Eve who would save the world from sin.  (Genesis 3:16) 

 
Because all of humanity descended from Adam and Eve, you could say this 
promised “seed” of Adam traveled from generation to generation – no one 
knowing exactly when He would be born. 
 
In other words, the seed of the Savior to come was passed to Seth, the third son 
of Adam and Eve, but not to Cain or Abel.   Then Seth passed that promised 
seed along to one of his sons, and so on, and eventually Noah passed that 
promised seed along to his son Shem, and so on, then eventually Abraham to  
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Isaac, to Jacob, and now, in Genesis 38, one of Jacob’s twelve sons has that 
seed.  
 
That son is Judah.  No one knows this yet – but God knows.  Now, in Chapter 38 
there’s a problem.  Judah had married a Canaanite – an idol worshipper – a 
woman not a believer in the One, True God.  He and his wife had three sons, but 
two of them were very evil and died before they could produce a son of their own.  
Did the remaining son carry the promised seed?   Hmmmm…. we are sure the 
Lord would never let the seed die out before the promised Savior came… 
so…one would assume the seed is being carried by the third son, right? 
 
Chapter 38 is the miraculous but messy story of how the seed in Judah got 
passed along .  It happened because a young woman was determined to survive.  
She was a believer in the One, True God, and had faith in the ways of God, and 
demanded her rights…but you may not approve of what she did. 
 
 

1. (:1-5)   Who did Judah marry?  What are the names of their three sons?   
What is wrong with this marriage? 

 
This passage in the NKJV (that’s the version I use the most) is a little confusing.  
At first glance you might think that Judah married a woman named Shua.  But if 
you read down the passage to verse 12, you realize that you never really hear 
the wife’s name – she is the daughter of a man named Shua.   
 
But the important thing to notice in these 5 verses is that Judah, a son of a father 
and a grandfather, and a great-grandfather who all had a mighty and powerful 
faith in the One, True, God, was willing to take a wife from the idol-worshippers 
who lived around him.  She was a Canaanite – a dweller in the land in which 
Judah lived – but we see no evidence that she was a believer in the One, True 
God.  She was most likely an idol-worshipper  
 
Why was he open to doing this?  We are never told his thinking– but we do know 
that the time frame for this story is after Judah and his nine brothers had just 
committed a horrible crime against their brother, Joseph.  They had thrown him 
into a cistern and then sold him as a slave to some travelers going to Egypt.   
 
They hid their act by letting their father believer that their brother, Joseph, had 
been slain by a wild beast.  They broke their father’s heart in a way that would 
never heal.   
 
It’s just possible that Judah, who would have said he was a believer in the One, 
True God, simply was overwhelmed by his sin, and was drug deeper and deeper  
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into other sins because of his unwillingness to admit his wrong.  That’s the power 
of sin. 
 
It’s also possible that Judah up to this point in his life thought he was a believer in 
the One, True God because he was, after all, a Jew.  But maybe he had never 
actually come face to face with his own sin and realized his utter helplessness to 
be the person the One, True God expected him to be.  Maybe the untold part of 
this story is that this is the time Judah realized he needed faith in the One, True 
God, not just in a good blood-line. 
 
Whatever the reason, Judah married a non-believer.  They had three sons:  Er, 
Onan, and Shelah.   
 
Just for curiosity, let’s ask ourselves:  We know (from Genesis 49:8-12) that 
Judah is the one who is carrying forward the seed of the Messiah to come.  So 
let’s ask ourselves again: in which of these three sons of Judah (Er, Onan and 
Shelah) is this seed hidden?  Who is carrying forward the seed of the Messiah to 
come? 
 
Keep reading. 
 

2. (:6-10)  Who was chosen as the wife of Judah’s first son, Er?   What kind 
of man was Er?  What happened to this marriage?   Why would Judah’s 
second son be asked to marry Er’s widow?  What happened? 

 
Tamar was the woman chosen for Er.   Our passage doesn’t tell us for sure 
whether she is a Canaanite or a Jew.  But we do know this:  she was a believer 
in the One, True God.   How do we know that?  Because as our story progresses 
we see that she believes in the promises the One, True God has given…in 
fact…she is willing to stake her life on those promises. 
 
Er was a wicked man.  He lived his life in such a way that the Lord had him killed.  
We don’t know if Judah realized how wicked his son was, but the Lord knew, and 
he saved Tamar from such a wicked husband. 
 
So…what does that tell us so far about our question?  Is Er the carrier of the 
Messiah who was to come?  No.  He produces no children, and has no future 
seed to pass on. 
 
Now here is where we, in our culture, have no concept of why this next thing was 
done.  Judah tells his second son, Onan, to marry Tamar and give her children.  
Tamar, according to God’s laws, actually has the right to expect that one of Er’s 
brothers will give her a future.  Without a son Tamar has no future.  She would  
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simply be a castaway if she was a woman with no prospect for a future husband 
and no son to take care of her. 
 
But second son, Onan, also is an evil man.  He has no desire to fulfill this 
obligation.  He knows that if he and Tamar have a son, that son will technically 
belong to his dead brother, Er, and Onan will get nothing from that son.  Tamar 
will be the one who deserves and gets whatever that son may someday be able 
to contribute to the family inheritance. 
 
So Onan spends the night with Tamar, as he was ordered to do by his father, but 
he only pretends to consummate the marriage.  He never actually does what is 
physically necessary to produce a child.   
 
My heart hurts for Tamar.  Her first husband is wicked.  Her second husband 
humiliates her.  But somehow she believes even more in the One, True God after 
this.  How do I know that?  Because she keeps looking to God and His promises 
to solve her problem. 
 
The Lord kills Onan also.   
 
So…was Onan the son who was carrying the seed of the future Messiah?  No. 
 

 
3. (:11)  What has happened to Tamar now that she has no husband?  Is she 

still a part of Judah’s family?  What promise is she holding on to? 
 
There is one son left – Shelah.  Judah knows that according to God’s laws, he 
owes it to Tamar to provide his third son as a husband, but Shelah is still too 
young to marry Tamar.  So Judah asks Tamar to live again in her father’s house, 
as a widow, and wait for Shelah to be of age.   
 
Tamar believes what her father-in-law, Judah, tells her, and she goes back to her 
own father’s house to wait. 
 
But the passage tells us that Judah is deceiving Tamar.  He is afraid that his third 
son might die also if he is given in marriage to Tamar.  He is stalling. 
 
I find it so ugly that Judah had two wicked sons, both killed by God because they 
were so evil, but somehow Judah had come to the conclusion that the problem 
was Tamar.  Somehow he came to believe that his sons died because they were 
married to her.  How ridiculous.  How unfair.  How short-sighted.  And didn’t 
Judah even care that his sons were not God-fearers?  Was he so wrapped up in 
his own self-centeredness that he gave no thought to God? 
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4. (:12-14)  What is Tamar’s plan, and why does she feel that she must do 
this? 

 
I do admire Tamar.  She is not going to curl up in a corner and let life blow over 
her.  She comes up with a plan.  Do I admire her plan?  Not sure, really.  It was 
messy – not picture perfect in honesty or in morality - but still, I believe God 
blessed her for her faith in His promise.   
 
Tamar hears that Judah is helping with sheep-shearing.  She knows this is a time 
when a man just might find a local harlot and have sexual relations with her.  She 
knows where Judah will be and what time of day he might like to meet a local 
harlot.  She dresses up like a harlot, hides her face, and waits by the side of the 
road for Judah.   
 
She knows by now that Shelah will never be given to her as a husband.  She 
knows if things stay the way they are she will never have a child.  And she is 
desperate to have a child who will give her a future.  She does not want to die 
with no place to live and no one to provide for her.  She wants to live.  So her 
plan is to get pregnant by the man who owes her a husband, a child, and a future 
– Judah. 

 
5. (:15-18)  What does Judah do, and does he realize he is doing it with his 

own daughter-in-law? 
 
Judah has sex with a woman he thinks is a local harlot.  He has no idea it is 
Tamar.  He thinks she is a local harlot somehow associated with idol-worship.   

 
6. (:19)  What does Tamar do once this act is completed?  What do you think 

she is thinking at this point? 
 
Tamar asks Judah to pay for this harlotry service.  She knows he does not have 
any money on him.  Of course he would not carry money in a land where there 
were thieves around every corner.  She knows that he will have to give her 
something tangible as a pledge that his payment will be sent later.  She wants 
this something tangible so that a few months from now she will have proof of who 
the father of this baby is. 

 
7. (:20-23)  When Judah sends the agreed-upon payment to the harlot he 

had slept with, what happens? 
 
The harlot cannot be found.   
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8. (:24)  What is Judah’s reaction when he hears that Tamar is pregnant?  
What does he think has happened? 

 
Judah is outraged when he hears Tamar, his widowed daughter-in-law, is 
pregnant.  In his mind that must mean she has been fooling around with 
someone – living in sin.  He cannot believe she would commit such a sin.  He 
cannot believe she would bring such shame on his family.  He knows that God’s 
law gives him the right to have her burned to death for this shameful thing… 
(interesting that he feels so righteous to call on God’s laws and promises now…) 

 
9. (:25&26)  Does Judah recognize the signet, cord and staff?  What does 

this immediately tell him?  Why does he conclude that he was the one at 
fault? 

 
I can only imagine how white his face turned.  How he gasped for breath as he 
saw the signet, cord and staff which he remembered he had given that harlot 
three or four months ago.  He knew immediately that Tamar had believed the 
promises of the One, True God – that she had believed she had the right to 
demand from him a husband, a child and a future.  She was the one who had 
played the harlot, but he was the one who had sinned.  He had withheld from her 
the thing God had promised her she could have. 

 
10. (:27-30)  Which child now carries the promised seed?  Matthew 1:3. Ruth 

4:12, 
 
Here’s the very cool, happy ending.  We know the seed of the Messiah to come 
was never in Er, nor in Onan nor in Shelah.  It was still in Judah.   
 
How do we know that?  In the New Testament, in the Gospel of Matthew, we are 
given a glimpse of the bloodline of Jesus.  Twin boys were born to Tamar, named 
Perez and Zerah.   Perez, who was actually going to be the second of the twins 
born, somehow made it out first, and became the designated inheritor of the 
fortunes of Judah.  In Matthew 1:3 we see the name Perez, son of Judah, as the 
next one after Judah in the line of the Messiah.    
 
Perez, the son of a rebellious Dad and a faith-filled Mom, was the one to carry 
the seed of the Messiah on down the line.   

 
11. Do you think Tamar realized she was being used of God to keep the 

promised seed going?  
 
No.  I don’t think anyone at that time even realized Judah was the one carrying 
that seed.  The prophecy about that didn’t even occur until a few years later – we 
see it in Genesis 48. 
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But Tamar was a woman of faith.  She knew what the Lord God had promised, 
and she was willing to act on that.  Faith doesn’t mean perfect.  It means “believe 
what God says and act on it.” 
 
Life is messy sometimes.  God is miraculous.  
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Lesson 3 

Questions for You to Answer 
 

Genesis 39,40&41 
 
 
Memory Verse for this study: 
 
“Also your people shall all be righteous; they shall inherit the land forever, the branch of 

My planting, the work of My hands, that I may be glorified.”  Isaiah 60:21 

 
 

1. (39:1)   If something similar happened to you, what would you do to try to survive? 
 
 

2. (39:2-6)  Why did Joseph become successful/prosperous as a slave? 
 
 

3. Compare the life of Joseph in Egypt to the experiences of the whole nation of Israel, 
later, in Egypt: 
 

Joseph in Egypt  
(Genesis 39-41) 

Israel in Egypt  (Genesis 46 
– Exodus) 

1.  Initially, 
because of God’s 
blessing, he 
obtains a place of 
honor. 

 
 
 
 

2.  Unjustly 
punished, his only 
crime being his 
moral integrity. 

 
 
 
 
 

3.  Raised up, 
eventually, as the 
one who, because 
God is with him, 
holds the future in 
his hands. 
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4. (39:6-20  Why did Joseph have to go through suffering?  Why do I have to go through 
suffering? 
 

(Look at the whole book of 1st Peter to answer this question, especially 1:7, 2:20,  
2:21-23, 3:14,15, 3:17. 4:1, 4:12,13, 4:15,16, 4:19, 5:10) 
 
 

5. (39:21-40:22)  What does God do with an impossible situation? 
 
 

6. (40:23-41:13)  Can you think of any verses which tell us why we sometimes have to wait 
to see God work? 
 
 

7. (41:14-57)  Can you find a good reason why Joseph was sent to Egypt as a slave and 
then went through so many trials and heartaches? 
 
 

8. (41:46)  How old was Joseph when he became second in command? 
 
 

9. How long had his “Leadership Training” time been? (37:2) 
 
 

10. In review, what did God do to train Joseph for leadership? 
 
 

11. What qualities did God develop in Joseph during this time? 
 
 

12. Do you want to be a leader?  Do you want your children or your grandchildren to be 
leaders?  Do you want them to be people of great faith? 
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Lesson 3 

Genesis 39,40&41 
 
 
This is a story of ending up in a place you never wanted to be.  It’s a story of the 
innocent party in a violent situation.  It’s a story of the long, painful process of 
learning to trust God when it looks like God is not around.  And it’s a story of 
flourishing in the land where God has placed you, even though it is absolutely not 
the place you ever wanted to be, and not the place you even want to be now. 
 
 Jeremiah 29:4-14  tells us of the prophet Jeremiah, who, many years after the 
life of Joseph, encouraged the Israelites who were about to be taken captive to 
Babylon.  God told them through Jeremiah not to fight it.  Their job was going to 
be to be taken captive to Babylon, and then pray for and enjoy the peace of the 
place where they were taken as captives. 
 
The prophet Daniel was the proof that taking God at His Word (through 
Jeremiah) was the right choice.  Daniel, taken prisoner to Babylon, was in a 
place he never wanted to be, and not the place he wanted to stay.  Still, as 
Jeremiah instructed, he did not fight it, but instead took God at His Word and 
embraced the land where he was a prisoner and prayed for their prosperity and 
peace.   
   

1. (39:1)   If something similar happened to you, what would you do to try to 
survive? 

 
I think at first I would just try not to lash out at God for allowing this to happen to 
me.  I would try to think positive thoughts.  I’m not sure how long I would last 
doing this. 
 
Then, once I was able to accept my situation as from the Lord, I think I would do 
well to try to remember all the times in scripture where the Lord took someone 
through such a trial, and what the results were. 
 
Now, by this time I would probably be ready to spend a good part of every day 
just praising God for Who He is, and telling Him how much I trust Him.  I would, if 
possible, spend great amounts of time reading my Bible – and if I didn’t have my  
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Bible, then I would make every effort to remember every memory verse I had 
ever learned, and soothe my soul by repeating them over and over. 
 
And then I would wait.  I would probably have to learn a lot of patience…but I 
would hope that I would learn to wait and see what God had in mind.  
 

2. (39:2-6)  Why did Joseph become successful/prosperous as a slave? 
 
Because God blessed him in that way.  God had a plan, and blessing Joseph in 
slavery and prison was part of it. 
 

3. Compare the life of Joseph in Egypt to the experiences of the whole nation 
of Israel, later, in Egypt: 
 

Joseph in Egypt  (Genesis 39-41) Israel in Egypt  (Genesis 46 – Exodus) 
1.  Initially, because of God’s 
blessing, he obtains a place of 
honor. 

First, as the family of Jacob dwelt in 
Egypt, they were favored by the Pharaoh 
and given the best land and lots of 
freedom. 
 

2.  Unjustly punished, his only 
crime being his moral integrity. 

Then, as time went on, the family of 
Jacob was less and less known to the 
later Pharaohs of Egypt, and they began 
to be badly treated, through no fault of 
their own they became slaves and lived 
hard and punishing lives. 
 

3.  Raised up, eventually, as the 
one who, because God is with 
him, holds the future in his 
hands. 

In the end the family of Jacob leaves 
Egypt and they are greatly blessed by 
God to make it back home to Canaan 
and eventually become the greatest 
power in the world under King David.  
They held the future in their hands.  
  

 
Do you see how the life of Joseph seems to mirror the life that the nation of Israel 
was going to have from the time of Joseph forward? 
 
Maybe one part of God’s great plan for Joseph was to have him go first – 
showing Israel how mighty God’s hand can be in delivering from unjust suffering.  
Maybe Joseph’s life was meant to be a comfort for the whole future nation of 
Israel.  Maybe it still is today. 
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4. (39:6-20)  Why does Joseph have to go through suffering?  Why do I have 
to go through suffering? 

 
(Look at the whole book of I Peter to answer this question. Especially 1:7, 2:20, 
2:21-23, 3:14,15, 3:17. 4:1, 4:12,13, 4:15,16, 4:19, 5:10) 
 

• I Peter 1:7 “…that the genuineness of your faith, being much more 

precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found 

to praise, honor and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ…” 

 
• I Peter 2:20  “For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, 

you take it patiently?  When you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, 

this is commendable before God.” 

 
• I Peter 2:21-23 – “For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered 

for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps:  ‘Who 

committed no sin, nor was deceit found in His mouth.’  Who, when He was 

reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but 

committed Himself to Him who judges righteously…” 

 
• I Peter 3:14&15  “But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, 

you are blessed.  ‘ And do not be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled.’  

But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a 

defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, 

with meekness and fear.” 

 
• I Peter 3:17  “For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for doing good 

than for doing evil.” 

 
• I Peter 4:1&2  “Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm 

yourselves also with the same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh 

has ceased from sin that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the 

flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will of God.” 

 
• I Peter 4:12&13  “Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial 

which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you; but 

rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when his 

glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy.” 

 
• I Peter 4:15&16  “But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an 

evildoer, or as a busybody in other people’s matters.  Yet if anyone suffers 

as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this 

manner.” 
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• I Peter 4:19  “Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God 

commit their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful creator.” 

 
• I Peter 5:1  “The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow 

elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the 

glory that will be revealed.”   

 
5. (39:21-40:22)  What does God do with an impossible situation? 

 
He changes it…even when it looks like there is absolutely no hope at all. 
It’s easy for Him.   
 

6. (40:23-41:13)  Can you think of any verses which tell us why we have to 
wait? 

 
The obvious question is:  If it’s a piece of cake for God to change an impossible 
situation, then why doesn’t He just do it right away?  Why do we have to wait 
hours, days, months, sometimes years to see what He can do? 
 
The answer is:  I don’t know.  But He does.  Proverbs 3:5-8 

 
7. (41:14-57)  Can you find a reason why Joseph was sent to Egypt as a 

slave and then went through so many trials and heartaches? 
 
Well, yes.  He was going to rescue his family from starvation.  And in doing so he 
was going to rescue the world…because the world was waiting for a Savior to 
come from this Jewish family. 
 

8. (41:46)  How old was Joseph when he became second in command? 
 
Thirty. 
 

9. How long had his “Leadership Training” time been? (37:2) 
 
Taken captive at seventeen.  Leader of Egypt at thirty.  It had been thirteen years 
of waiting, growing, and learning to trust in the dark. 
 

10. In review, what did God do to train Joseph for leadership? 
 

• He tore him away from all he held dear. 
• He allowed him to suffer for doing good. 
• He let him sit in a dark dungeon prison for years. 
• He blessed him with wisdom and likeability. 
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11. What qualities did God develop in Joseph during this time? 
 

• Joseph was nice to everyone – criminal or leader. 
• Joseph learned to wait on God. 
• Joseph learned to trust God’s wisdom, not his own 

 
12. Do you want to be a leader?  Do you want your children or your 

grandchildren to be leaders?   
 
Do you want them to be people of great faith?  You or your loved ones may just 
go through some very difficult trials in order to be trained by God for the work He 
has for you.  If that happens, unless the Lord has made it very clear that you 
should run from your difficult situation, maybe you should do as Joseph did and 
as the Israelites taken to Babylon did:  ask the Lord to cause you to prosper right 
where you are…not just for your own sake…but mostly for the sake of 
others…maybe even for the sake of those who, with malice in their hearts, put 
you in your prison, or in your pain. 
 
Here are the results of this kind of obedience: 
 

• You will flourish in ways you never imagined. 
• You will never again be tempted to be proud of your accomplishments.  

They were, after all, impossible for you…. it was God who accomplished 
them, not you. 

• You will know that your blessings are not for you…they are for others…for 
God’s big picture…they are even for the ones who imprisoned you and 
tortured you and wanted so badly to destroy you. 
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Lesson 4 

Questions for You to Answer 
 

Genesis 42&43 
 

Memory Verse for this study: 
 
“Also your people shall all be righteous; they shall inherit the land forever, the branch of My 

planting, the work of My hands, that I may be glorified.”  Isaiah 60:21 

 
 
1. (42:1&2)  How desperate was the situation for the clan of Jacob? 
 
 
2. (42:3&4)  How many of the brothers traveled to Egypt to try to find food?   Who didn’t 

go?  Why not? 
 
 
3. (42:5-9)  What dream does Joseph remember as his brothers bow before him, the 

second in command in Egypt?  How significant is it that this dream (prophecy) was 
fulfilled?   

 
 
4. How do you think Joseph felt when he recognized his brothers?  Do you think he had 

expected this day?  Why didn’t his brothers recognize him? 
 
 
5. (42:9-13)  Why does Joseph accuse them of being spies? 
 
 
6. (42:14-20)  What test does Joseph have for them?  Why do you think he is putting them 

through this? 
 
 
7. (42:21-24)  When the brothers realize how awful their situation is, what is the first thing 

they think of?  What does this show you?  How does Joseph react as he hears and 
understands their conversation? 

 
8. Which brother gets left behind? 
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9. (42:25-35)  Why do the brothers react in fear when they see money in one of their 

sacks? 
 
 
10. (42:36-38)   What is old Jacob’s reaction to the demand from the Commander in Egypt 

that the youngest son, Benjamin, go back to Egypt with the rest of the brothers? 
 
 
11. What brother even offers the lives of his own sons as proof that he will come back with 

Benjamin?  Does this change Jacob’s mind? 
 
 
12. (43:1-10)  What finally changes Jacob’s mind? 
 
 
13. What brother offers to bear the whole fault himself if things don’t go well? 
 
14. (43:11-14)  What is Jacob’s plan?   
 
 
15. (43:15-18)  What do the brothers think is happening when they arrive in Egypt and are 

invited to a personal dinner with the second in command? 
 
 
16. (43:19-34)  What good things begin to happen to the brothers as we finish this chapter?   
 
 
17. They have been full of fear up until now…do you think their fear is beginning to go 

away? 
 
18. Why is Joseph being so nice?  What do you think Joseph is going through? 
 
 
19. Do you think Joseph is wanting revenge?  Is he struggling with knowing what is right to 

do?  Does Joseph have any good examples from the past, from his family’s past, to 
show him that taking vengeance is not up to him?    

 
 
20. Why does the Lord tell us not to get revenge?  Romans 12:17-21
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Lesson 4 
Genesis 42&43 

 
 

These two chapters remind me of an old phrase my Dad used to use:” 
meanwhile, back at the ranch…” 
 
Here’s what was going on back “at the ranch” in Canaan, where a still-grieving 
Jacob and his 11 sons and their families lived. 

 
1. (42:1&2)  How desperate was the situation for the clan of Jacob? 

 
They were so close to starvation that they had to leave their safe home in 
Canaan and travel over roads loaded with thieves and murderers in order to buy 
some grain they had heard about.  Somehow, miraculously, Egypt had been 
smart enough to store up some grain during those seven years of abundance, 
and now they were willing to sell from their storehouses to the surrounding 
nations.   
 
I’m wondering if, also, this small clan of Jews – descendants of Abraham and 
Isaac and Jacob – is thinking of how humiliating this is.  They, after all, are the 
only ones who  worship the One, True God in a land full of pagans.  Why didn’t 
God warn them to load up on extra supplies during those plenteous years?  Why 
would the idol-worshipping Egyptians seem to have the blessing of God on 
them?  Why would they be saving the world?  Why not the family of Abraham 
and Isaac and Jacob?  Or…why were they experiencing this awful famine like 
everyone else?  Surely the One, True God could have put a ring around Canaan 
and kept this are from going through famine.  Why was the One, True God not 
protecting His special people? 
 
It was twenty-two years ago that ten brothers had sold Joseph into slavery.  
Were these brothers wondering, even after all these years, whether their violent 
act against their brother Joseph was bringing on their whole family this calamity 
and humiliation? 
 
Nevertheless – they must travel to Egypt and purchase food or they will die. 
 
 
 



Genesis Bible Study  Part 3  Chapters 37-50  “The Twelve Sons of Jacob” 

 36 

 
 

2. (42:3&4)  How many of the brothers traveled to Egypt to try to find food?   
Who didn’t go?  Why not? 

 
Ten of the brothers travelled to Egypt – the same 10 who had thrown Joseph into 
that pit twenty-two years before.  Benjamin was not allowed to go by his father, 
Jacob.  Jacob’s grief over Joseph’s supposed death was still very painful, and he 
could not let Benjamin, his other favorite son, born of Rachel, face the dangers of 
the road. 

 
3. (42:5-9)  What dream does Joseph remember as his brothers bow before 

him, the second in command in Egypt?  How significant is it that this 
dream (prophecy) was fulfilled?   

 
When the ten brothers arrive in Egypt they go directly to the house of the second 
in command in Egypt (Joseph).  Joseph recognizes them, but they have no clue 
who he is.   
 
In order to keep himself disguised from them he talks roughly to them, even 
accusing them of being spies.  And as they bow before him, he remembers those 
dreams which got him into such trouble thirteen years ago.   

 
4. How do you think Joseph felt when he recognized his brothers?  Do you 

think he had expected this day?  Why didn’t his brothers recognize him? 
 
I think Joseph had expected this day.  He knew where his brothers lived.  He 
could very possibly have heard of them from other travelers.  He knew they were 
experiencing famine, too, like everyone else.  And he knew where they would 
have to go in order to survive.   
 
So I think Joseph’s breath was probably taken away at the sight of them…but he 
maintained his composure because he had seen this day coming.   
 
Why didn’t they recognize him?  Probably because he was a grown man now – 
they had last seen him as a 17-year-old boy.  And also because he was dressed 
in the regalia of an Egyptian ruler and speaking in the Egyptian language, 
surrounded by servants doing his every bidding.  This was definitely not the way 
they would ever have pictured Joseph, if they thought of him at all.  This was not 
a farmer, a sheepherder, a little brother, a country boy. 

 
5. (42:9-13)  Why does Joseph accuse them of being spies? 

 
I think he is wanting to get them off-balance so they will tell him everything he 
wants to know without realizing who he really is.  He wants to learn whether 
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or not his father is still alive, and whether Benjamin is still alive.  And how the 
whole clan is doing. 
 

6. (42:14-20)  What test does Joseph have for them?  Why do you think he is 
putting them through this? 

 
He is going to force them to bring Benjamin to him.  But the question is…why is 
he making them jump through so many hoops and be so scared when all he 
would have to say is – “I’m Joseph, your brother!”, and then he would learn 
everything he wanted to learn. 
 
Here’s the question I keep asking: Is Joseph simply wanting to make them suffer 
as he did?  Is he wanting revenge? 
 

7. (42:21-24)  When the brothers realize how awful their situation is, what is 
the first thing they think of?  What does this show you?  How does Joseph 
react as he hears and understands their conversation? 

 
Ahhh.  Guess what?  The guilt of their crime against Joseph has been with them 
all these years.  It has not faded away with time, has it?  The Lord has kept it 
fresh and painful for all of them for twenty-two years.  They know, each of the ten 
brothers, deep within themselves, that what they did was wrong.  It was sin - and 
there is a price to pay for sin.  They can only assume that the time has come to 
pay that price.  They still do not realize it is Joseph toying with them – but they 
have no doubt that God never forgets. 

 
8. Which brother gets left behind? 

 
Joseph weeps as he hears his brothers talking to one another in Aramaic.  They 
don’t know he knows their language because he has been speaking to them in 
Egyptian. 
 
Simeon is taken from amongst the group of ten, bound right in front of them, and 
the rest are sent on their way back home – and told not to return unless 
Benjamin is with them.  Ostensibly this is so they can prove their story is true and 
they are not spies.  In reality, of course, Joseph wants to see his only full-brother, 
Benjamin, the only brother who wasn’t guilty of selling Joseph into slavery. 
 
Again I ask:  is Joseph taking revenge? 
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9. (42:25-35)  Why do the brothers react in fear when they see money in one 
of their sacks? 

 
They had brought the money with them to Egypt to buy grain.  They had 
purchased the grain and it was sent back home with them.  To see the money in 
their sacks is a surprise, since they had given it to the Egyptians for the grain.  
And, more urgently, it’s something to be afraid of, because surely someone 
would assume they had stolen back the money before they left. 
 

10.   (42:36-38)   What is aging Jacob’s reaction to the demand from the 
Commander in Egypt that the youngest son, Benjamin, go back to Egypt 
with the rest of the brothers? 

 
He’s pretty callous, if you ask me.  He refuses to send Benjamin, even though he 
knows Simeon is in prison in Egypt.  Jacob is simply not willing to suffer the loss 
of one more favorite son.   
 
So he refuses.  The nine sons who are left will not return to Egypt, they will not 
be taking Benjamin with them.  Period. 
 

11. What brother even offers the lives of his own sons as proof that he will 
come back with Benjamin?  Does this change Jacob’s mind? 
 

Even though Jacob has assurances from Reuben that his own sons’ lives could 
be held as surety if they did not return with both Simeon and Benjamin, he still 
refuses.  Of course Jacob would never take Reuben’s sons lives – why would he 
kill his grandchildren in order to take revenge on a promise not kept? 

 
12. (43:1-10)  What finally changes Jacob’s mind? 

 
The famine continues.  The whole family will die if they do not go back to Egypt.   
 

13. What brother offers to bear the whole fault himself if things don’t go well? 
 
Judah.  The one who carries the hidden seed of the Messiah.  The dysfunctional 
scoundrel who almost cheated his daughter-in-law out of her rightful protected 
place in his family.  The one who bought the services of a harlot by the roadside.  
The one who almost killed Tamar in righteous indignation when he found out she 
was with child out of wedlock.  The one who realized his sin and turned around a 
ridiculously awful situation and became the father and protector to the twins he 
had fathered.   
 
What has happened to Judah in the last twenty-two years? 
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14. (43:11-14)  What is Jacob’s plan? 
 
“Go.  Take Benjamin.  Take double the amount of money needed to buy grain.  
And take back the money you found in your sacks.  Throw yourselves on the 
mercy of the Egyptian ruler.  And may the One, True God show mercy and let us 
live!  And if He doesn’t, then so be it.”  He says:  “If I am bereaved, then I am 

bereaved”.  

 
He’s afraid, but resigned to the fact that he must bow to the situation.  He’s 
grieving but he knows he must trust God.  There is no other way. 
 
Does this remind you of any other portion of the Old Testament?  It reminds me 
of the story of Esther.  She knew that she was the only one who could save the 
whole nation of Israel.  In order to do that she must approach the King even 
though he had not sent for her.  She knew that the King could easily have her 
killed for approaching him in that way.  But there was no other choice.  She must 
trust God.  And “If I perish, I perish”.  (Esther chapter 4) 
 

15. (43:15-18)  What do the brothers think is happening when they arrive in 
Egypt and are invited to a personal dinner with the second in command? 

 
They are afraid.  Confused.  They think he is going to arrest them all. 
 

16. (43:19-34)  What good things begin to happen to the brothers as we finish 
this chapter?   

 
• First, they are assured that the money in their sacks on the first trip 

is not a problem. 
• They are treated well. 
• Joseph, when he joins them, simply asks about the well-being of 

their family. 
• Joseph meets Benjamin (very emotional time for Joseph) and says 

“God bless you my son”. 
• They enjoy a meal together with Joseph and the Egyptians. 
• The eleven brothers are assigned seats at the table in the order of 

their birth – strange – since that’s a fact they had never shared. 
• Benjamin was specially treated – and food was plentiful – and they 

are well treated. 
 

17. They have been full of fear up until now…do you think their fear is 
beginning to go away? 

 
Good question.  I don’t think mine would. 
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18. Why is Joseph being so nice?  What do you think Joseph is going 
through? 

 
Is Joseph just setting them up for the ultimate revenge? 

 
19. Do you think Joseph is wanting revenge?  Is he struggling with knowing 

what is right to do?  Does Joseph have any good examples from the past, 
from his family’s past, to show him that taking vengeance is not up to him?   

 
If Joseph remembers his family history, he might remember that his father Jacob 
did not take revenge on Uncle Laban even though he cheated him.  Or he might 
remember that his Uncle Esau did not take revenge on his own father, Jacob, for 
all the cheating and lying he did.  Or he might remember the terrible results of he 
and his brothers taking revenge on the people of Shechem when he defiled their 
sister, Dinah.  Or he might remember the awful stress of a home filled with one 
sister, Rachel (his mother), exchanging revenge over and over again with 
another sister, Leah (his aunt).    
 
If Joseph is struggling with the desire to have revenge, these memories might 
help him sort out his feelings and ask himself what the One, True God would 
have him do.  

 
20. Why does the Lord tell us not to get revenge?  Romans 12:17-21 

 
Although these next verses were not written until long after the time of Joseph, 
they are the Words of God, and God is always the same.  So if Joseph was 
seeking the face of God in this situation, here’s what the One, True God would 
have told him: 
 

• Proverbs 20:22  “Do not say ‘I will recompense evil’; wait for the Lord, and 

He will save you.” 

 
• Romans 12:17-21  “Repay no one evil for evil.  Have regard for good 

things in the sight of all men.  If it is possible, as much as depends on you, 

live peaceably with all men.  Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but 

rather give place to wrath; for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will 

repay,’ says the Lord.  Therefore, ‘If your enemy is hungry, feed him.  If he 

is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his 

head.’  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”   
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Lesson 5 

Questions for You to Answer 
 

Genesis 44&45 
 
 
Memory Verse for this study: 
 
“Also your people shall all be righteous; they shall inherit the land forever, the branch of 

My planting, the work of My hands, that I may be glorified.”  Isaiah 60:21 

 
 

1. (44:1)  Joseph is now sending the eleven brothers back home to Canaan.  What is he 
sending with them? 
 
 

2. (44:2)  What has Joseph secretly put in Benjamin’s sack? 
 
 

3. (44:3-5)  After the eleven brothers leave, not knowing all that has been put in their 
sacks, who pursues them? 
 
 

4. (44:6-9)  What are they accused of, and how do they respond? 
 
 

5. (44:10-13)  What was found in Benjamin’s sack? 
 
 

6. (44:14&15)  As the brothers return to Joseph’s house, Joseph says to them…” didn’t 
you know that I can practice divination?”  What did he mean by that? 
 
 

7. (44:16)  Which brother speaks first?  What does he say? 
 
 

8. (44:17)  But Joseph, what does he insist on? 
 
 

9. (44:18-34)  What is Judah’s story to Joseph, and what does Judah offer in exchange for 
Benjamin’s freedom? 
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10. Does this pleading of Judah remind you of something in the future which one of the 
descendants of Judah will do…for the freedom of the whole world? 
 

11. (45:1-2)   How loud is Joseph weeping? 
 
 

12. (45:3)  Do the brothers believe what they are hearing?  Why not? 
 
 

13. (45:4-8)   Who actually was responsible for Joseph being sold into slavery?  Why is 
Joseph OK with that? 
 
 

14. (45:9-15)   This is the moment of reconciliation.  What do you notice?  What things are 
happening here? 
 
 

15. (45:16-24)  What important person in Egypt is very pleased with what has happened? 
 
 

16. (45:25-28)  Did Jacob believe the eleven brothers when they arrived back in Canaan 
and told him what had happened?   
 
 

17. (45:26)  The decision is made to move the whole family to Egypt.  Is this the happy 
ending, or is there more to come for our favorite dysfunctional family? 
 
 
 
Application Questions: 
These chapters about Joseph and his brothers is a story of great wrong being done, 
and a great reconciliation taking place.   
 

• Would it have been a complete reconciliation if Joseph had simply told his brothers, 
when he first saw them, that he forgave them for all they had done? 
 
 

• What if the brothers had recognized Joseph at the very first and asked for his 
forgiveness simply because they knew they had to in order to survive? 
 
 

• What still had to happen in their hearts even after they arrived in Egypt?  Is this why 
Joseph was seemingly so “mean” in setting them up more than once?   
 
 

• What are the parts which are necessary in reconciliation? 
 
 



Lesson 5  Genesis 44&45   Questions for You to Answer  

 43 

 
 

• What if you or I want a reconciliation, but the one who wronged us is not willing to admit 
wrong and ask for forgiveness?  Can we make that reconciliation happen simply by 
forgiving them? 
 
 

• How does this help us understand what has to happen for our own reconciliation with 
God? 
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Lesson 5 
Genesis 44&45 

 
 
Review:  Joseph’s ten brothers (including Benjamin this time) traveled back to 
Egypt one more time.  When they arrived, their brother, Simeon, was released 
from the Egyptian jail where he had been held until they returned. 
 
And now they have all been taken to Joseph’s house – where a huge feast is 
waiting for them.  The brothers all bow down to Joseph as he arrives …and 
Joseph is overwhelmed as he sees his brother, Benjamin.  Joseph leaves to 
weep in private, then returns to eat, drink and have fun at a feast with eleven 
men who still have no idea who he is. 
 
 

1. (44:1)  Joseph is now sending the eleven brothers back home to Canaan.  
What is he sending with them? 
 

He’s sending them back with the food they had come to purchase.  And he’s 
putting their purchase money back in their sacks. (they don’t know about the 
money).  Are the brothers relieved that their perilous journey to Egypt has turned 
out so well?  Probably.  But I imagine there are at least a couple of them who are 
wary of what might come next.  This head guy in Egypt is a little unpredictable…. 
and their own consciences are probably still actively reminding them of a brother 
they had wronged so many years ago. 
 

2. (44:2)  What has Joseph secretly put in Benjamin’s sack? 
 

In addition, Joseph makes sure that his very own silver cup is placed in 
Benjamin’s sack, so that it will look like someone has stolen the cup. 
 

3. (44:3-5)  After the eleven brothers leave, not knowing all that has been put 
in their sacks,  Who pursues them? 

 
Joseph sends his own personal steward after them, and instructs him to accuse 
the men of stealing the silver cup. 
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4. (44:6-9)  What are they accused of, and how do they respond? 
 
They are horrified at the accusation, of course, because they know they did not 
do this thing.  They emphatically tell the steward to search all their stuff, and that 
if the silver cup is found, the man in whose sack it is found should be killed and 
the rest of them should become slaves of Egypt! 
  

5. (44:10-13)  What was found in Benjamin’s sack? 
 
The steward does not accept their extreme offer of potential results if the cup is 
found, but he does state that if the cup is found, the person in whose sack it is 
found will be his own personal slave forever.  The cup is found in Benjamin’s 
sack. 
 

6. (44:14&15)  As the brothers return to Joseph’s house, Joseph says to 
them…” didn’t you know that I can practice divination?”  What did he mean 
by that? 

 
He is scaring them again.  He is telling them he is magic, that he can see 
everything that happens.  Of course he’s not magic.  But he is definitely scaring 
the wits out of them.   
 
What is he trying to accomplish?  Is he wondering if they even know they should 
be worshipping and trusting in the One, True God?  Do they even realize that 
divination is not the way to know the future?  Is he trying to see if they are men of 
faith? 
 

7. (44:16)  Which brother speaks first?  What does he say? 
 
Judah speaks.  He takes the blame.  He says that all of them are to blame.  What 
is he referring to?  He knows that none of them stole this cup.  I wonder if he is 
referring to the blame they all deserve for a crime committed twenty-two years 
ago?   Is he voicing the shame of that crime?  Is this Judah’s moment of 
repentance, and if so, he needs to voice it! 
 

8. (44:17)  But Joseph, what does he insist on? 
 
Joseph refuses to accept a guilty plea from all of them.  He declares that 
Benjamin will stay in Egypt as his personal slave, but the rest can go home. 
 
Is he thinking at this point that at least he will have his own full brother with him 
for the rest of his life?  But what about his father?  Surely he does not want his 
father to suffer any more grief? 
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9. (44:18-34)  What is Judah’s story to Joseph, and what does Judah offer in 
exchange for Benjamin’s freedom? 

 
Judah clearly tells the story of the loss of Joseph and the grief of their father.  He 
tells this supreme ruler in Egypt of the damage the loss of Benjamin will do – and 
that it will probably kill their father.  He pleads that he, himself, might remain and 
Benjamin go home.  He is laying his life on the line for Benjamin and for their 
father. 
 
Judah has reached the point where nothing else matters besides making this 
thing as right as he can.  He has lost all pride, all sense of trying to salvage his 
own reputation, all arrogance of insisting on his own rights, all fear of the truth 
being laid bare.  He is a broken man who is throwing himself down in front of 
certain death in order to straighten out a mess he has made. 
 
He is repenting.  Is this what Joseph was looking for?  Is it enough?   
 

10. Does this pleading of Judah remind you of something in the future which 
one of the descendants of Judah will do…for the freedom of the whole 
world? 

 
To me this is a picture of Jesus, a much future descendant of Judah, who will lay 
down His life for the redemption of the world.  Now, this isn’t a completely perfect 
picture, for Judah had real guilt on his shoulders, and Jesus did not.  Jesus took 
on the guilt of everyone else and then paid the price necessary to free everyone 
else.  But the picture is quite similar in every other respect. 
 

11. (45:1-2)   How loud is Joseph weeping? 
 
Joseph, the second in command of Egypt, stands in front of those eleven 
brothers from Canaan, ordered everyone else out of the room, and wept so loud 
that Egyptians in the whole palace could hear him. 
 

12. (45:3)  Do the brothers believe what they are hearing?  Why not? 
 
They are speechless.  The total transformation of this great authority figure of 
Egypt into the brother they sold into slavery was just too much.  They could not 
compute. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Genesis Bible Study  Part 3  Chapters 37-50  “The Twelve Sons of Jacob” 

 48 

 
 

13. (45:4-8)  Who actually was responsible for Joseph being sold into slavery?  
Why is Joseph OK with that? 

 
Joseph has known for quite some time that God Himself was the One who sent 
him into slavery, with the ultimate goal that Joseph would indeed rule over his 
whole family (as his dreams had said) and then save their lives. 
 
Was Joseph trying to get revenge all this time?  I think probably not.  He was 
trying to keep the relationship moving along so that at some point he could see 
repentance in the faces of his brothers for the awful deed they had done thirteen 
years ago.  I think Joseph knew that without repentance there would be no real 
reconciliation.  And reconciliation is what he wanted, not revenge. 
 

14. (45:9-15)  This is the moment of reconciliation.  What do you notice?  
What things are happening here? 

 
There is weeping and kissing amongst them all.  And Joseph has a plan for going 
forward.  He wants them all to come live in Egypt where they will be sure to have 
food for the remaining years of the famine.  Repentance.  Love.  Forgiveness.  
Relationship.  Future.  Those are the parts of reconciliation. 
 

15. (45:16-24)  What important person in Egypt is very pleased with what has 
happened? 

 
The Pharaoh himself is happy with what has happened, and offers to bankroll the 
move of Joseph’s family to Egypt, and then offers to give them the choicest land 
once they arrive. 
 

16. (45:25-28)  Did Jacob believe the eleven brothers when they arrived back 
in Canaan and told him what had happened?   

 
His heart stood still with an inability to take it all in. 
 

17. (45:26)  The decision is made to move the whole family to Egypt.  Is this 
the happy ending, or is there more to come for our favorite dysfunctional 
family? 

 
Of course they all end up going to Egypt. And yes, this is a happy ending for 
now.  There is a sweet reunion to come for old Jacob and his son whom he loved 
so much.   
 
But there is more to come, too, for the whole family.  They will not see perfect 
rest and peace in this life, but there is another, better life, coming. 
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Application Questions: 
These chapters about Joseph and his brothers is a story of great wrong being 
done, and also one of reconciliation.   
 

• Would it have been a complete reconciliation if Joseph had simply told his 
brothers, when he first saw them, that he forgave them for all they had 
done? 

 
No.  Repentance had to come first in the hearts of the ten brothers.   
 

• What if the brothers had recognized Joseph at the very first and asked for 
his forgiveness simply because they knew they had to in order to survive? 

 
That could have happened, but it wouldn’t have made for any kind of future.  The 
future could only be healthy if the sins of the past were completely dealt with. 
 

• What still had to happen in their hearts even after they arrived in Egypt?  
Is this why Joseph was seemingly so “mean” in setting them up more than 
once?   

 
When they arrived in Egypt initially, and even after a trip home and trip back to 
Egypt, they were subdued men, men not so proud any more, even men willing to 
make sacrifices for their families…they had all grown up.  But they were not yet 
men who had gotten the past right with God…or right with each other…or right 
with Joseph.  They had to go through much fear and horror in order to get to the 
point they were anxious to repent. 
 

• What are the parts which are necessary in reconciliation? 
 
Admission of guilt. 
Repentance. 
The ask for forgiveness. 
The giving of forgiveness. 
The restoral of a relationship. 
Future. 
 

• What if you or I want a reconciliation, but the one who wronged us is not 
willing to admit wrong and ask for forgiveness?  Can we make that 
reconciliation happen simply by forgiving them? 

 
We can admit our own wrong, and forgive others within ourselves, and then wait 
for repentance on their part so that the relationship can be reconciled.  One 
person cannot make reconciliation happen.  We can only do our part.  And then 
wait for the Lord to bring the other parties to repentance. 
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• How does this help us understand what has to happen for our own 
reconciliation with God? 

 
You see, God forgave us on the cross.  He rose from the dead as perfect proof 
that He is able to forgive our sins and keep them forever forgiven.  Forgiveness is 
offered.  Love is offered.  Reconciliation is offered.  Future is offered. 
 
And then it is up to us – will we fall to our knees and admit we have sinned 
against Him?  Will we repent?  Will we accept His offer of forgiveness?  Will we 
allow Him to redeem us from our awful condition?  Will we be willing to admit we 
need to be reconciled, and that we were the ones who messed up?  Will we 
joyfully go forward in a relationship with Him, knowing always that we did not 
save ourselves? 
 
He has done it all…the next step is ours. 
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Lesson 6 

Questions for You to Answer 
 

Genesis 46&47 
  
 
Memory Verse for this study: 
 
“Also your people shall all be righteous; they shall inherit the land forever, the branch of 

My planting, the work of My hands, that I may be glorified.”  Isaiah 60:21 

 
 

(46:1-7) 
1. What would Jacob have been concerned about when he decides to go to Egypt? 

 
2. How does the LORD address those concerns? 

 
 

3. What are you concerned about right now?  Can you have the boldness to ask God to 
specifically address those concerns? 
 
 

(46:8-26) 
4. How many people of Jacob’s family moved to Egypt? 

 
a. How many (not including wives) traveled with Jacob to Egypt? 

 
b. How many (not including wives) were already in Egypt? 

 
c. What does that add up to? 

 
 

5. What happened to them there?   
 
 

6. 400 years later, how many of them were there?  (see Exodus 12:37) 
 
 

7. If the Lord does not return for a long, long time, what future can you envision for your 
family after you are gone for 400 years? 
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8. (46:28-30)  What kind of reunion is there between Joseph and his aged father, Jacob? 
 
 

9. (46:31-34)  What kind of advice does Joseph give his family as they get ready to meet 
the Pharaoh of Egypt? 
 
 

10. Why would it be important for Joseph’s family to live far away from the Egyptians? 
 
 

11. (47:1-6)  Does Pharaoh seem to be pleased with the arrangement?  Why do you think 
Joseph chooses only five of his brothers to appear before Pharaoh? 
 
 

12. (47:7-10)  Who blesses who? 
 
 

13. (47:9) How old is Jacob when he arrives in Egypt?   
 
 

14. How old was Jacob when Joseph disappeared, supposedly killed by a wild animal?   
 
(hint:  Use the answer to question 13 to figure this out.  And then,  

o how old was Joseph when he was sold into slavery? (37:2)   
o How old was Joseph when he became second in command in Egypt?  (41:46)  
o How long was Joseph second in command before his brothers arrived? (45:6)) 

 
 

15. (47:11-26)  When the famine was over, who was much, much richer? 
 
 

16. (47:27-31)  What promise does Jacob ask his son, Joseph, to make as Jacob is near 
death? 
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Lesson 6 
Genesis 46&47 

 
 

(46:1-7) 
1. What would Jacob have been concerned about when he decided to go to 

Egypt? 
 
Well, first of all, he was probably concerned about even reaching Egypt.  He was 
old, and the journey would be very hard, and there would be robbers and thieves 
along the way. 
 
But mostly he would be concerned about leaving the land God had promised to 
him, his father Isaac, and his grandfather Abraham.  Bad things had happened to 
this family in the past when they left the land.  Would it be OK with God for him to 
make this trip to Egypt…and then…would he ever come back? 
 

2. How does the LORD address those concerns? 
 
God made a point to meet with Jacob and tell him it was OK to go to Egypt.  It 
was His plan and His will that Jacob and his family find food and safety in Egypt, 
at least for a while.  And He relieves Jacob’s fears about the journey by telling 
him: “Joseph will put his hand on your eyes”.  Meaning – “when you close your 
eyes in death Joseph will be right there with you and will be the one to gently 
close those eyes for you.”  In other words, Jacob, you will not die before you see 
Joseph.  You will die with the comfort of your family around you. 
 

3. What are you concerned about right now?  Can you have the boldness to 
ask God to specifically address those concerns? 

 
Yes – it’s just that simple.  Whatever it is you are concerned about, go to the 
One, True God in prayer and ask Him to show you what to do, or what not to do, 
or to comfort you, or kick you in the seat of the pants to get you going.  Just ask.  
In the book of James in the New Testament we are warned, however, that when 
we ask God for wisdom to know what to do, we must be sure to ask in faith. 
Meaning – let God know that you trust whatever answer He gives you, and you 
will do whatever He shows you to do.  You won’t wait to see what He says and 
then decide whether or not you want to do it!  (James 1:5&6) 
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(46:8-26) 
4. How many people of Jacob’s family moved to Egypt? 

a. How many (not including wives) traveled with Jacob to Egypt? 
66 

b. How many (not including wives) were already in Egypt? 
3 

c. What does that add up to? 
70  (don’t forget Jacob himself) 
 

5. What happened to them there?   
 
They arrived safely – all seventy of them were together in Egypt. 
 

6. Four hundred years later, how many of them were there?  (see Exodus 
12:37) 

 
When they finally left Egypt, four hundred years later, led by Moses, this group of 
seventy men and children (plus wives) had grown to a massive nation of six 
hundred thousand men plus children. 
 

7. If the Lord does not return for a long, long time, what future can you 
envision for your family after you are gone for four hundred years? 

 
Wow.  I’ve never thought that far ahead, have you?  Our family right now 
numbers thirty-one, including men, women, children and grandchildren.  We 
began as just the two of us fifty years ago.  So, if we are as blessed as the 
Israelites, perhaps in four hundred years our thirty-one right now could be a 
group of two or three hundred thousand???  That’s way off the charts of my 
imagination.  I pray that no matter how large our group of descendants is, they 
will all be believers in the One, True God – Jesus.  And that they will all learn to 
serve Him with every fiber of their being.   
 

8. (46:28-30)  What kind of reunion is there between Joseph and his aged 
father, Jacob? 

 
The passage in the NKJV says “fell on his neck and wept for a good while”.  
Much, much crying.  Sadness and joy mixed together. 
 

9. (46:31-34)  What kind of advice does Joseph give his family as they get 
ready to meet the Pharaoh of Egypt? 

 
Now this is interesting.  Joseph is second in command in Egypt, so he has great 
power and great respect amongst the Egyptians.  But he also knows something  
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about the Egyptians: they have a great sense of disdain for any people who are 
shepherds by trade.   
 
So Joseph advises his family to say they are shepherds.  Why?  Does he want 
them to be disliked?  Well, sort of.  He wants the Egyptians to be happy to give 
them a piece of land far away from them.  Joseph wants his family to live in the 
land of Goshen – and the Egyptians will be happy for them to do that because 
that will put them a distance away from them.   
 

10. Why is it important for the Joseph’s family to live far away from the 
Egyptians? 
 

Joseph sees this is the best land for his family, and also I think he sees it as a 
little extra protection for his family – a way to be able to thrive without calling 
attention to themselves. 
 

11. (47:1-6)  Does Pharaoh seem to be pleased with the arrangement?  Why 
do you think Joseph chose only five of his brothers to appear before 
Pharaoh? 

 
Yes, Pharaoh seems pleased.  And I think one reason Joseph only has five 
brothers accompany him is so Pharaoh doesn’t get the full impact of how large 
this family is.  
 

12. (47:7-10)  Who blesses who? 
 
Jacob, the older and wiser, and the one who worships the One, True God, is the 
one who blesses the most powerful man in Egypt.  That tells me the Egyptians 
respected age.  The Egyptians loved and respected Joseph, the son of Jacob.  
And, the Egyptians did not hate the One, True God.  It’s possible they just didn’t 
know Who He was. 
 

13. (47:9) How old is Jacob when he arrives in Egypt? 
 
One hundred thirty (130). 
   

14. How old was Jacob when Joseph disappeared, supposedly killed by a wild 
animal?   

 
One hundred eight (108).  Joseph had disappeared 22 years ago.  Here’s how I 
figured that: 

• How old was Joseph when he was sold into slavery? (37:2)   
Seventeen. 
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• How old was Joseph when he became second in command in Egypt?  
(41:46).  Thirty 

 
• How long was Joseph second in command before his brothers arrived? 

(45:6).  Seven years of plenty + a couple years of famine =  about 9. 
 

So that’s 13 years from slavery to command, plus about 9 years until the brothers 
came to ask for help.  = 22 years 
 

15. (47:11-26)  When the famine was over, who is much, much richer? 
 
The Pharaoh of Egypt.  Yes, the Pharaoh of Egypt got richer because of the 
wisdom God gave to Joseph so many years ago.  Not fair, you might say?  But 
who cares?  The important thing about escaping the famine wasn’t who ended up 
rich…it was about whether the most important family on earth would continue to 
live, and someday bless the world with the Messiah. 
 

16. (47:27-31)  What promise does Jacob ask of his son, Joseph, as he is 
near death? 

 
Jacob makes Joseph promise, in the most intimate promise possible, to not bury 
him in Egypt, but to take his body back to the promised land and bury him where 
Abraham, Isaac and their wives were buried.  Jacob knew that the future of their 
people was permanently tied up with that land. 
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Lesson 7 

Questions for You to Answer 
 

Genesis 48 
 
Memory Verse for this study: 
 
“Also your people shall all be righteous; they shall inherit the land forever, the branch of 

My planting, the work of My hands, that I may be glorified.”  Isaiah 60:21 

1. (:1)  Who are the two sons of Joseph?  Who is the first-born?  Why does Joseph bring 
his two sons to see Jacob? 
 

2. (:2-22)  What special thing does Jacob do for both Ephraim & Manasseh? 
 
 

3. What would happen to the rest of Joseph’s offspring? 
 
 

4. What special thing does Jacob do for Ephraim? 
 
 

5. Why does Jacob have the right to do this? 
 
 

6. Did Joseph see this coming? 
 

7. What would have been the result of this? 
 
 

8. Why would Jacob have done these two things which would probably look so unfair to 
the rest of his family> 

 
 

9. What does that tell you about life?  What does that tell you about God? 
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Lesson 7 
Genesis 48 

 
 
Joseph marries an Egyptian woman, given to him by the Pharaoh of Egypt.  This 
marriage is the natural result of Joseph becoming a part of the cultural life of 
Egypt – as its second highest ruler.  Most of the time when Jewish men married 
non-Jewish women, the children of that union were drawn away from the One, 
True God by the mothers, who were usually idol-worshippers.   
 
Can Joseph be married to an Egyptian, lead the Egyptian nation, be loyal to the 
Egyptian Pharaoh, have Egyptian friends, and still remain so connected to the 
One, True God that his own children also love and follow the ways of the One, 
True God?  That question is answered in this chapter. 
 

1. :1  Who are the two sons of Joseph?  Who is the first-born?  Why does 
Joseph bring his two sons to see Jacob? 

 
We saw in chapter 41:50-52 that Joseph and his Egyptian wife, Asenath, have 
two sons:  Manasseh (which means “making forgetful”.  Manasseh brought 
Joseph such joy that he forgot all his trials)  and Ephraim (which means 
“fruitfulness”.  Ephraim was a sign to Joseph that God was making him fruitful in 
the land of his affliction).  Manasseh, as the first-born, has all the rights 
associated with the first-born -  rights of a double-blessing and authority to rule 
the family someday. 
 
Joseph brings his two sons to see Jacob in chapter 38 because Jacob is sick and 
dying, and Joseph wants Jacob to pass on a blessing to these two sons.  Joseph 
did not want his sons blessed by the prosperity of Egypt – he wanted them 
blessed by the One, True God, whom his father and grandfather served and 
believed in all their lives. 
 
I’m thinking that Joseph’s thirteen years in prison taught him more than just to 
trust God and learn awesome character traits of leadership.  It also gave him 
such a love relationship with the One, True God that he communicated it to his 
sons, and desired nothing less than that his sons love God and inherit all the 
blessings of God.  How did he do this?  How did he communicate this to his 
children who would have been constantly inundated by idol-worship and 
prosperity-worship and self-worship in the culture around them? 
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The story is told of Susannah Wesley, who, in the 1700’s, was the mother of 
nineteen children.  Nine of her children died as babies.   She homeschooled her 
other ten children, endured persecution, suffered marriage problems, her 
husband's imprisonment, sickness, and poverty. 

Two of her children were John and Charles Wesley, founders of the Methodist 
movement.  Both men were supremely influential in the spiritual life of England 
and many other countries. John preached more than 40,000 sermons, 
encouraging everyone, poor or rich, young or old, to experience a personal 
relationship with God.  Charles wrote more than 6,000 hymns, many of which you 
probably have heard. 
 
Susanna loved the Lord Jesus, and put Him first in her life.  When she needed 
Him, she simply pulled her apron over her head to pray.  That was the children's 
signal to leave her alone! 
 
Maybe Joseph, like Susannah, did whatever it took to walk with God amidst 
responsibilities and pressures of life and leadership – and maybe his sons not 
only received his personal instruction about God, but also saw his close walk with 
the One, True God.  We won’t know for sure what Joseph did with and for his 
sons, Manasseh and Ephraim, until someday we can ask him ourselves, but we 
do know they grew up to be Jewish men who served the One, True God for the 
rest of their lives. 
 

2. (:2-22)  What special thing does Jacob do for both Ephraim & Manasseh? 
 
Jacob sets Manasseh and Ephraim aside as grandsons in an unusual situation.  
He declares they will be considered sons.  They will inherit blessings and 
prosperity as sons of Jacob – as if each of them were one of the sons of Jacob, 
instead of just two of the many grandsons of Jacob.  So now, there are fourteen 
sons of Jacob. 

 
3. What would happen to the rest of Joseph’s offspring?  

 
If Joseph had any more children they would belong to Joseph as sons, but from 
this point on Manasseh and Ephraim would belong to Jacob as sons.   
 

4. What special thing does Jacob do for Ephraim? 
 
Jacob moves his right hand purposely to Ephraim’s head as he gives the 
blessing to the two boys.  That signified that Ephraim was getting the blessing  
 
and the benefits of the first-born.  When Joseph objected, thinking his father, who 
couldn’t see well, had made a mistake, Jacob told Joseph that, no, he had not 
made a mistake.  He knew very well what he was doing.  It seems the Lord 
Himself had shown Jacob which son would be the stronger and would prosper  
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the most, and Jacob simply guided his hands to follow what the Lord had already 
determined. 

 
5. Why does Jacob have the right to do this? 

 
Jacob is the oldest, wisest one, but more importantly, he was the spiritual head of 
the family, and he was led by the One, True God.  All Jacob’s authority came not 
from himself, or even from tradition, or from his age and experience, but instead 
it came from the One, True God.  Jacob was the spokesman for the One, True 
God.   

 
6. Did Joseph see this coming? 

 
No.  Joseph was shocked. 
 

7. What would have been the result of this? 
 
As the two sons of Joseph took their place amongst the shuffling and wrestling 
and power-grabbing of the twelve sons of Jacob, they had the authority of God 
behind them, and they knew that God had made the two of them equally able to 
stand for the One, True God in the affairs of men.   
 
Was it going to make their lives easier?  Probably not.  They were going to 
endure the same jealousy and maybe even evil intents that their father did.  But 
God put them in these positions of leadership.  His will was more important than 
a calm and easy life. 
 

8. Why would Jacob have done these two things which would probably 
appear unfair to the rest of his family? 

 
First of all, God told him to.  After that, I’m sure there are many more reasons we 
won’t know until eternity.  I know there are always many purposes in what God 
does…but just common sense tells me that at least one of them in this case is 
that Joseph is rewarded in this way because of what he had to endure in order to 
save his own family from extinction….and to bring the Messiah into our world. 
 

9. What does that tell you about life?  What does that tell you about God? 
 
Here’s what it tells me: 

• God doesn’t always make life fair or comfortable or easy. 
• You might often find yourself hated simply because you have been 

blessed by God. 
• If so, you just have to do your job.  Be kind.  But do your job. 
• Sometimes there are rewards. 
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Look at the following chart and see how the addition of two tribes (Ephraim & 
Manasseh) worked the will of God, and actually made it possible for there to 
always be twelve tribes!   
 

The List of 12 
tribes 

In their 
original 
birth order 
(Gen29&30 
and 
Genesis 49) 

As they 
gathered 
around the 
tabernacle  
(Numbers 2) 

As they 
settled in the 
land of 
Canaan 
(Josh 13-20) 

The 
144,000 – 
(Revelati
on 7:5-9) 

As they will 
someday settle 
in the 
Millennium  
(Ezekiel 48) 

1. Reuben – in all 
lists 

Reuben Reuben Reuben Reuben Reuben 

2. Simeon – in all 
lists 

Simeon Simeon Simeon Simeon Simeon 

3. Levi - Never 
included when the 
list had to do with 
inheritance of the 
land 

Levi   Levi  

4. Judah – in all 
lists 

Judah Judah Judah Judah Judah 

5. Dan – absent 
from the 144,000.   

Dan Dan Dan  Dan 

6. Naphtali – in all 
lists 

Naphtali Naphtali Naphtali Naphtali Naphtali 

7. Gad – in all lists Gad Gad Gad Gad Gad 
8. Asher – in all lists Asher Asher Asher Asher Asher 
9. Issachar – in all 
lists 

Issachar Issachar Issachar Issachar Issachar 

10. Zebulun – in all 
lists 

Zebulun 
 

Zebulun Zebulun Zebulun Zebulun 

11. Joseph –
Ephraim and 
Manasseh split up 
his place as 
inheritors of land, 
but Joseph is 
included in the 
144,000 

Joseph   Joseph  

12. Benjamin – in 
all lists 

Benjamin Benjamin Benjamin Benjamin Benjamin 

13. Ephraim – 
inherited Joseph’s 
right to land – but is 
not included in the 
144,000 

 Ephraim Ephraim  Ephraim 

14.  – Manasseh – 
inherited Joseph’s 
right to land – and 
is included in the 
144,000. 

 Manasseh Manasseh Manasseh Manasseh 
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Conclusions from the chart: 

• (column 2) There are 12 sons born to Jacob.   
• 2 more sons are added to that 12 with the addition of Joseph’s sons, 

Ephraim and Manasseh.    
• (Column 3) Later, when those 12 sons create 12 tribes and they all are 

following Moses through the wilderness, one of the original 12 tribes (Levi) 
is set apart to be priests, and the other 11 tribes have proscribed places to 
settle around the tabernacle.  Ephraim and Manasseh are added to that 
11, which would have made 13 tribes around the tabernacle, but in order 
to keep it at 12, Joseph is not included in the 12 tribes around the 
tabernacle.  All of his descendants are in either Ephraim’s tribe or 
Manasseh’s tribe. 

• (Column 4) Later, when the 12 tribes finally conquer and live in the land of 
Israel in the time of Joshua, the tribe of Levi is still set apart to be priests, 
and as such will never inherit any of the land of Israel, so the land of Israel 
is split up amongst the 12 tribes (Ephraim and Manasseh included, but not 
Joseph, same as above) 

• (Column 5) The next time we see the 12 tribes is in the book of Revelation 
when they each have 12,000 men as a part of the 144,000 witnesses.  
These witnesses are Jewish believers in Jesus alive at the time of the 
Revelation.  So…out of the potential 14 tribes, which ones make up the 12 
of the 144,000?   Levi is in the list this time (because this doesn’t have 
anything to do with land), but the tribe of Dan is out of the list (why?), and 
the tribe of Ephraim is out (why?).  I have my ideas about why on each of 
those – check out my Bible study on the book of Revelation to see what I 
think on those (Revelation 7 notes) – but the important thing is:  there are 
still 12 tribes.   

• (Column 6) And then, after the Lord Jesus has returned and is reigning as 
King of Kings during the 1,000-year millennium, the 12 tribes again take 
possession of their land in Israel, repeating what had happened when they 
took possession of that land during the time of Joshua – Levi is left out 
and Joseph is left out. 

 
Now, there’s one more place the twelve tribes of Israel appear in the Bible.  At 
the very end, in the book of Revelation, when the New Heaven and the New 
Earth are brought down from heaven by God, we are told that this awesome city 
has twelve gates.  They are magnificent, tall, and each made out of one giant 
pearl.  And on each of those twelve gates is written a name of one of the twelve 
tribes of Israel.  (Revelation 21:9-21) 
 
Here’s a mystery we will have to solve when we take our first tour of our forever 
home:  What twelve names are on those gates?   
 
Wait and see! 
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Lesson 8 

Questions for You to Answer 
 

Genesis 49 
 
 

Memory Verse for this study: 
 
“Also your people shall all be righteous; they shall inherit the land forever, the branch of 

My planting, the work of My hands, that I may be glorified.”  Isaiah 60:21 

 
 

1. (:1&2)  Picture Jacob and his 12 sons sitting around a table.  Who is sitting there?  Can 
you name them?   
 
 
 

2. (:3-28)  In these verses Jacob gives a different blessing to each of his 12 sons.  He has 
already given blessings to Ephraim & Manasseh – so these blessings are only for the 
original 12.  Can you figure out what each of these blessings mean? 
 

a. (:3&4)  Reuben 
 
 
 

b. (:5-7)  Simeon and Levi 
 
 
 

c. (:8-12)  Judah 
 
 
 

d. (:13)  Zebulun 
 
 
 

e. (:14&15)   Issachar 
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f. (:16-18)  Dan 
 
 
 

g. (:19)  Gad 
 
 
 

h. (:20)  Asher 
 
 
 

i. (:21)   Naphtali 
 
 
 

j. (:22-26)  Joseph 
 
 
 

k. (:27)  Benjamin 
 
 
 

3. Which sons inherit the great promises of God made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob?  
 
 

4. (:29-33)  Where is Jacob buried?  Of all the patriarchs and their wives, who is not buried 
there? 
 
 

5. (:33)  Verse 33 says Jacob died and was “gathered to his people”.  What does that 
mean?  What people is this talking about?  What does this tell you about death and 
after-death? 
 
APPLICATION: 
 

6. Should we give a “blessing” to our children?  If so, what would that look like?  What 
blessing would you give to each of your children? 
 
 

7. Did your parents ever give a blessing to you?   
 
 

8. If you wish your parents had given you a blessing, but they did not, what blessing do 
you wish they had given you? 
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Lesson 8 
Genesis 49 

 
 

1. (:1&2)  Picture Jacob and his twelve sons sitting around a table.  Who is 
sitting there?  Can you name them?  
 

 

 
 
The blessings Jacob gives to each of his sons at this table are not mere good 
wishes and hopes for the future.  They are actually a heavenly mixture of  

• wisdom (speaking what each man was truly like in his character)  
• and prophecy (special knowledge directly from God about what the future 

held for each man and his descendants).   
God spoke to Jacob….and Jacob spoke to his sons.  These “blessings” all came 
true in the future lives of the twelve tribes of Israel. 
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2. (:3-28)  In these verses Jacob gives a different blessing to each of his 
twelve sons.  Can you figure out what each of these blessings means? 

 
a. (:3&4)  Reuben   

 
Reuben was Jacob’s first-born.  Because of that, Reuben would naturally expect 
to receive two things: 

• 1.  A double portion of whatever prosperity Jacob would be bestowing on 
all his sons.  In other words, ordinarily, since Jacob has twelve sons, he 
would split up his wealth into thirteen portions.  Every son would receive 
one equal portion, but the first-born would receive two of those portions. 

• 2.  Leadership of the whole tribe would be his. 
 
That was what Reuben probably expected at this almost holy moment, when his 
father was going to pass from this life and leave all his worldly possessions, 
authority, promises from God, hopes and dreams to his sons. 
 
But, that is not what happened. 
 
Here’s why:  In Genesis 35:22 we read “And it happened, when Israel (Jacob) 
dwelt in that land, that Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his father’s concubine; 
and Israel (Jacob) heard about it.” 
 
Many years before this day of Jacob’s death, Reuben had committed an 
atrocious and sickening sin.  The record of this horrible act is only one verse – 
very easy to just read over and not realize the magnitude of what Reuben did.  
He had sexual relations with his father’s concubine – Bilhah – who had been 
Rachel’s handmaiden and was also the mother of 2 of Reuben’s half-brothers, 
Dan and Naphtali. 
 
What Reuben did was unspeakably dishonoring to his father, Jacob, and was 
also a threat and a direct challenge to the authority of his father.  It was cruel to 
Bilhah, and humiliating to Reuben’s two brothers, Dan and Naphtali.  It was also 
a challenge to the authority of God.   
 
The one verse which reveals this deed tells us Jacob found out about it, but 
doesn’t tell us anything else.  What did Jacob do about it?  Did any of the other 
brothers know?  Did Reuben ever repent?  We know nothing more of this 
incident until we get to today’s chapter, Genesis 49, and then we see that old 
Jacob certainly had not forgotten what Reuben did.  And God had not forgotten 
either. 
 
Even though Reuben had been one of the brothers who tried to save Joseph 
from death (Genesis 37:22), and even though he had offered his own sons’ lives  
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as surety so that the brothers could go back to Egypt and get Simeon out of his 
bonds (Genesis 42:37), still this horrible sin Reuben committed years before 
brought immeasurable damage to him and all of his future descendants. 
 
Jacob brings down the hammer.  Reuben is unstable.  He will not be the future 
leader of the tribe.  Reuben will not excel.  He will not receive the double portion.   
 
Was Jacob’s prophecy right?  The future Reubenites survived Old Testament 
times, but did not thrive.  They were few and feeble.  (Deuteronomy 33:6).  The 
picture on the banner of Reuben is water – his tribe is forever known as being 
unstable as water.   
 
The birthright (the double portion) was given instead to Joseph, through his two 
sons, Ephraim and Manasseh.  (1st Chronicles 5:1&2).   
 
The leadership was given to Judah  (1st Chronicles 5:1&2) 
 
Some sins bear scars for the rest of our natural lives, even though we may be 
forgiven.  And some sins pass those scars on to our children, grandchildren and 
on and on.  It’s a natural result of sin.  The results of sin will be forever gone in 
heaven…but here on earth sometimes we walk with those results for a long time. 
 
 

b. (:5-7)  Simeon and Levi 
 
These two brothers also committed an atrocious act.  The outcome is a little 
different than Reuben’s.   
 
You remember the story.  In Genesis 34 an idol-worshipper named Shechem 
falls in love with, and sleeps with Jacob’s only daughter, Dinah.  Dinah was also 
the full-sister of Simeon and Levi.  When Simeon and Levi hear of what Shechem 
has done, they take cruel vengeance on him and on his whole clan.  They kill 
them mercilessly.  (Genesis 34:25) 
 
Their “blessing” from their dying father?  They will be scattered in the Promised 
Land.  They will not have land of their own. 
 
Levi’s tribe becomes the caretakers of the temple and the tribe of priests who 
minister to the Lord on behalf of the people.  As such, they never inherit land like 
the rest of the tribes. (Joshua 13:13) 
 
Simeon did receive a plot of land for his tribe, but because he was so weak, he 
was given his land in the middle of the land of Judah (Joshua 19:9) – and 
eventually the tribe of Simeon simply never controlled their own land at all. 
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The picture on Simeon’s banner is one of two crossed swords – a man of war 
and cruelty.   
 
The picture on Levi’s banner is of the 12 jewels representing the 12 tribes – 
whom he carried on his heart as he ministered to the Lord in the temple. 
 
So…why does Reuben’s tribe have to be “unstable as water” for the rest of their 
history….and the tribe of Simeon simply fade into seeming nothingness,  forever 
labeled as a cruel people…. but the tribe of Levi gets to be the priests of Israel? 
 
I’m pretty sure it has to do with the grace of God and faith.  It looks like future 
generations don’t have to remain the losers their parents were.  It’s a faith 
choice…and that choice can turn the curses of sin around.  Future generations 
can reach out to God in faith and ask to be changed from the people they are 
doomed to be….to the people God always wanted them to be.   
   
 

c. (:8-12)  Judah 
 
Judah protected Joseph as much as he could. (Genesis 37:26 and 44:18).  But 
he also nearly killed his daughter-in-law in righteous indignation when the sin 
was actually his.  (Genesis 38:26)  He was a leader for the twelve sons of Jacob, 
but he was not a perfect man by any means. 
 
So what was his blessing from his father Jacob?  He was the one in whom the 
seed of the Messiah was safely protected, and he would pass on that seed to his 
son and his son would pass it on to his son, etc., until someday King David would 
be born in his tribe, and eventually, the Messiah would be born, inheriting the 
right to be the King of Israel…and King of the world.  (Matthew 1:1-16) 
 
Obviously this blessing was not based on the goodness of Judah.  It was purely 
the choice of God.  God let Jacob know the seed of the Messiah was already in 
Judah – and he let Jacob know that that seed would keep passing on safely until 
it reached the day when it was time for the Messiah to appear. 
 
Judah is given the leadership of the twelve tribes, forfeited by Reuben.  And he is 
given the blessing of a large and prosperous tribe.  And he is given the blessing 
of future kings coming only from his tribe.  And he is told the Savior of the World 
will come from his family. 
 
The symbol on Judah’s banner is that of a lion – the king of animals.  Judah 
didn’t deserve the honor of having the Messiah/King come from him – there is no 
way any sinful man could ever deserve that honor.  If there ever was a picture of 
the grace of God, Judah is it.  (Ephesians 2:8&9) 
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d. (:13)  Zebulun 
 

 We know very little about several of the twelve brothers – Zebulun is one of 
those.   
 
He was the sixth son of Leah.  He seems to have gone along with selling Joseph 
into slavery, but wasn’t a ring-leader.  And he seems to have been part of the 
cruel slaying of the men of Shechem, but, again, was not a ring-leader.   
 
His father blesses him with a prophecy of what he would do for the rest of his 
life…and what careers his family would pursue.  They were to be men of the sea.  
Their portion of the land would be a place where ships could dock, load and 
unload.  Probably that would assume he would have a mind for trade and foreign 
affairs and business, too. 
 
Later on in Old Testament history Zebulun’s tribe will act honorably by racing 
forth to protect and defend some of the other tribes. (Judges 5:18) 
 
Jesus lived mostly in the area of Nazareth and Capernaum in the land of Israel – 
and both of these cities were in the same general area of the land which was 
inherited by the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali. (Matthew 4:13)  The people living 
in that area were privileged to see the most miracles done by Jesus while on 
earth, because they were the most accepting of Him. 
 
Zebulun’s descendants don’t pop up in Old Testament history with great 
achievements or failings.  They are just there. 
 
What do we learn from Zebulun?  Can a plain, unimpressive person like Zebulun 
please the Lord?  I think so.  God is not a respecter of persons.  He does not 
show partiality.  He makes plain, live-in-the-background people the same as he 
makes up-front, type-A people.   
 
In the end times, the tribe of Zebulun will be one of the twelve tribes who 
contribute twelve thousand people each to make up the 144,000 who will be 
courageous Jewish Christian witnesses for Jesus Christ in the last half of the 
Last Seven Years. 
 
Zebulun’s banner carries a picture of a ship on the sea.   In the millennium, the 
tribe of Zebulun will inherit land in Israel to populate and prosper.   It will border 
on the sea. 
 
Most of us are Zebuluns.  Not the greatest.  Not the leaders.  Not the worst.  Just 
living and doing our jobs and worshipping the One, True God the best we can, 
depending on His grace to see us through to the end. 
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e. (:14&15)   Issachar 
 
Issachar is another son of Jacob about whom we know little.  He is the fifth son 
of Leah, born just before Zebulun.     
 
From Jacob’s blessing in this chapter, it looks like Issachar is a hard worker who 
is destined to buckle down and get things done.  He’s not a leader – in fact, 
Jewish tradition shows Issachar as a perpetual student…always learning. 
 
The comparison to donkeys is not a derogatory comment.  It is a compliment that 
he can carry burdens and get work done.  It looks like he knew how to work hard, 
at whatever he was doing, and then also had a healthy view of enjoying rest 
when he could.  The tribe joined in when war was necessary, not shirking their 
duty.  (Judges 5:15) 
 
The picture on Issachar’s banner is a donkey.  A sturdy bearer of burdens.  
Issachar was not lazy, but not an A-type personality, either.  Actually, the tribe 
seems to be reliable and healthy. 
 
If your daughter married a son of Issachar, you could rest easy, knowing she 
would always be taken care of, and would probably not have to suffer the ups 
and downs of life with an emotional roller coaster of a husband.   
 
 

f. (:16-18)  Dan 
 
The name Dan means “judgment”.  His mother was Bilhah, the handmaiden of 
Rachel.  Bilhah bore Dan with the purpose of giving Rachel the son she couldn’t 
have herself.  Bilhah was, in effect, a surrogate womb for Rachel, even though 
Bilhah went on to raise Dan and was his mother all his life.   
 
Rachel, at Dan’s birth, was joyful, saying that God had finally “judged” her 
situation and rewarded her with a child.  The word “judge” meant “correctly 
perceived what the problem was”  … or….” listened to my requests and decided 
they had valor”. 
 
Dan was blessed by Jacob as one who could “judge”, or “rightly perceive what 
was really happening.”  One of the tribe of Dan, in Exodus 38:23, is said to be 
“an engraver and designer, a weaver of blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and of 
fine linen.”  In other words, he was creative and especially able to “see” beauty. 
 
But Jacob also prophesied that Dan would be like a snake – one to be wary of.  
The tribe of Dan went speedily down the wrong path – the path of idolatry and 
Satan-worship.  (Judges 18:30) 
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The one who had been given the ability to perceive the truth and real beauty 
turned away from it and embraced ugly and lying idolatry.  The picture on Dan’s 
banner is that of a snake.  How sad. 
 
But the very last sentence of Dan’s blessing gives him, and us, hope.  Once the 
Lord Jesus arrived, bringing salvation, Dan could be saved from his hopeless 
backsliding into idolatry. 
 
The tribe of Dan is not found in the 144,000 Jewish Christians who serve Jesus 
during the Last Seven Years – the tribe is simply not represented at all in this 
group of missionaries to the world.  Why not?  I think it’s because there just aren’t 
going to be enough of them who are alive at that time and believing in Jesus to 
qualify to be part of the 144,000.  Each qualifying tribe will be  represented by 
twelve thousand Jews who wholeheartedly believe in Jesus.  I think there simply 
will not be twelve thousand believing Danites at the time the 144,000 are 
gathered together for their job in the last 3½ years. 
 
But there will be enough believing Danites at the end of the Last Seven Years to 
inherit the land Ezekiel says they will receive.  In my mind that means during that 
last 3½ years many Danites come to faith in the Messiah of Israel, and go alive 
into the Millennial reign of Christ, serving Him from that point on for eternity.  Dan 
will once again be able to joyfully use his gift of “perceiving that which is right and 
true”. 
 
“I have waited for thy salvation, O Lord”  (Genesis 49:18) 
 
 

g. (:19)  Gad 
 
Gad was born to Zilpah, but Leah named him.  When Leah named Gad, she said 
“A troop comes!”  (Genesis 30:11)  Leah was exulting that yet another boy baby 
had come into the world. 
 
When Jacob blesses Gad in this chapter he acknowledges that Gad in his 
lifetime might have many enemies, in fact, a troop of them!  But he would triumph 
over them.  He would be a fighter and a winner of wars.  When Moses, in 
Deuteronomy 33, blesses the tribe of Gad he says they are as a lion, “who tears 
the arm and the crown of the head”.  (Deuteronomy 33:20).  When Kind David 
was running from King Saul, some men from Gad joined him there and fought 
with him.  They could handle the shield and spear, and their faces were like lions  
and they were swift as gazelles on the mountains.  (I Chronicles 12:8)  Wow!  
Gad was fearsome!  The picture on his banner is one of tents gathered in a circle 
– ready to protect themselves or attack – whatever happened they were ready - 
no fear. 
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h. (:20)  Asher 
 
Asher was also born to Zilpah – he was Gad’s little brother.  His name means 
“happy”.  And his blessing from Jacob years later sounds the same.  He will be a 
maker of bread and yummies.  He will provide. 
 
When Moses blessed the tribes in Deuteronomy 33, he said of Asher: “Let him 
dip his foot in oil”.  J  (Deuteronomy 33:24)  Sounds goofy to us, but back then it 
was a picture of someone who lived with his needs all met, or even more than 
met.  He was prosperous in the satisfying things of life. 
 
But Asher was a lover, not a fighter.  The tribe of Asher was not well-known for 
jumping in and helping out in a battle. (Judges 5:17) 
 
The Bible tells us of a well-known, lovely and happy little woman who was from 
the tribe of Asher.  Anna was the little lady who had been a widow for many, 
many years, and had served faithfully and peacefully in the temple in Jerusalem.  
When Mary and Joseph brought the baby Jesus to the temple in order to 
dedicate Him, Anna saw them and pronounced a blessing on the baby Jesus. 
(Luke 2:36) 
 
There’s a place for a lover, not a fighter.   
 
 

i. (:21)   Naphtali 
 
Naphtali is my favorite son of Jacob.  Why?  The blessing he received from his 
father Jacob is a blessing I would like, too.  “He uses beautiful words.” 
 
Was he going to be a writer?  A speaker?  An engraver?  Was his tribe going to 
be known for their swiftness?  Jacob said he was a “hind (deer) let loose” …in 
other words he moves swiftly and effortlessly through loose rocks, mountaintops, 
and river bottoms. 
 
He is one of the 4 sons born to the handmaidens.  His mother was Bilhah, the 
handmaiden of Rachel. 
 
And here’s my very favorite thing about Naphtali.  The area where Jesus spent 
most of his ministry was Galilee – otherwise known as the land of Zebulun and 
Naphtali.  Perhaps Naphtali reminds me of the privilege I have had to meet and 
know Jesus – and the challenge to swiftly take His Words to a world of people 
living in darkness.  Naphtali’s picture on his banner is that of a deer – swift and 
ready to run. 
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“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, by the way of the sea, beyond the 
Jordan.  The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and upon those 
who sat in the region and shadow of death Light has dawned.”  Matthew 4:15&16 
 
  

j. (:22-26)  Joseph 
 
Joseph and Benjamin were the most beloved sons of Jacob.  They were the two 
sons of the love of Jacob’s life, Rachel.  I am not necessarily proud of Jacob for 
how biased he was towards only two of his sons and only one1 of his wives…but 
that is the way it was.  (Genesis 37:3) 
 
Maybe all that love would have spoiled Joseph and made him a bratty rich kid 
with a tribe full of mean, domineering descendants, but his thirteen years in an 
Egyptian prison changed that possibility.  Joseph no doubt learned in those dark 
years to know and love the One, True God more than anything in the world, and 
when he emerges from that prison at the age of thirty he has many 
characteristics of his heavenly father – the One he had spent so much time with 
in his young adult years. 
 
Joseph’s blessing from his father is the longest of them all.  Jacob bestows on 
Joseph the birthright, the double blessing, that Reuben had lost. (I Chronicles 
5:1&2)  Joseph, through his 2 sons Ephraim and Manasseh, receives the right to 
have two tribes within the twelve. 
 
Joseph, as second in command in Egypt, saved his family from certain death 
through famine and starvation.  He is a picture for us of the salvation our brother, 
Jesus, offers us, even though we callously have sinned against Him and tossed 
Him aside. 
 
When Jacob died he asked that his bones be buried in Canaan.  And when 
Joseph died he asked that his bones be taken back some day to Canaan.  Even 
in Joseph’s death he was looking after his family, getting them back to the 
promises and the land God had given so long ago to father Abraham.  (Hebrews 
11:21&22) 
 
Joseph’s picture on his banner is that of fruitful boughs.  He brought fruitfulness 
and new life to his family. 
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k. (:27)  Benjamin 
 
Rachel knew she was dying as she delivered Benjamin.  She wanted to call him 
“son of my sorrow”.  But Jacob changed his name.  He named him Benjamin, 
“Son of my right hand”.  (Genesis 35:18) 
 
Being the youngest and one of the two favorites didn’t turn out all that well for 
Benjamin.  He was protected and spoiled by his father, especially for those 
thirteen years when Jacob thought Joseph was dead. 
 
When Jacob blesses Benjamin he knows this son has not turned out as well as 
Joseph.  He (perhaps sadly) admits that Benjamin is like a wolf – ravenous.  He 
will no doubt raise a whole tribe of cutthroat, passionate, people – ready to cut 
you down if you don’t do things their way. 
 
In fact, at some point in the Old Testament, all the tribes of Israel came up 
against the people of Benjamin because Benjamin was so ruthless.  The 
Israelites nearly annihilated the tribe of Benjamin, leaving only six hundred men!  
(Judges 20&21)  Afterward the other tribes were very concerned about Benjamin, 
even though they had just slaughtered most of them, because they did not want 
one of the tribes of Israel to just die out.  But none of the tribes wanted any of 
their own daughters to marry Benjamites, so they worked out a plan to steal a 
few girls from the idol-worshippers around them to be wives for the Benjamites!  
Now that’s a crazy story!  Judges 20&21. 
 
Benjamin’s picture on his banner is a wolf.  A ravenous, passionate wolf.  
Jeremiah the prophet was a Benjamite.  Saul, the first king of Israel, was a 
Benjamite.  And Paul, the writer of most of the New Testament, was a Benjamite.  
Passionate men, all of them!    
 
 

3. Which of these twelve sons will inherit the great promises of God made to 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob – promises of land and blessing and 
hugeness?  

 
Answer:  All of them.  Even Simeon, who ended up having no land at all, will 
someday prosper and work his land in the Millennium.   
 

4. (:29-33)  Where is Jacob buried?  Of all the patriarchs and their wives, 
who is not buried there? 

 
Jacob is buried in the same cave where Abraham buried Sarah so many years 
ago.  Isaac and Rebekah are buried there, too, and also Leah, the unloved wife 
of Jacob.  The only wife not buried there is Rachel.  
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5. (:33)  Verse 33 says Jacob died and was “gathered to his people”.  What 
does that mean?  What people is this talking about?  What does this tell 
you about death and after death? 

 
After death, or afterlife, was an Old Testament concept, too.  They knew that 
when they died they would be with the people who had gone before who had 
faith in the One, True God. 

 
APPLICATION: 
 

6. Should we give a “blessing” to our children?  If so, what would that look 
like?  What blessing would you give to each of your children? 

 
 

7. Did your parents ever give a blessing to you?   
 
 

8. If you wish your parents had given you a blessing, but they did not, what 
blessing do you wish they had given you? 
 

 
It seems to me that blessings are only valuable if the person giving them is 
genuine and has the right to give them (because they are intimately involved with 
that person).   Of course the One best qualified to give us blessings is God.  
What blessings would you want God to give you?  Or…has He already given 
them? 
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Lesson 9 

Questions for You to Answer 
 

Genesis 50 
 
Memory Verse for this study: 
 
“Also your people shall all be righteous; they shall inherit the land forever, the branch of 

My planting, the work of My hands, that I may be glorified.”  Isaiah 60:21 

 
 

1. (:1-3)  How long did the whole nation mourn for Jacob?  Why would they have mourned 
so long for someone who was a “newcomer” to Egypt?  (he had only lived there 
seventeen years.  Genesis 47:28) 
 
 

2. (:4-6)  Where did Joseph want to bury his father?  Why was Pharaoh willing to let him 
go? 
 
 

3. (:7-11)  Who was included in the group which traveled to bury Jacob?  Why did so many 
Egyptians go, too? 
 
 

4. (:12-14)  Why did they all return to Egypt after burying Jacob?  Wasn’t the famine over? 
 
 

5. (:15-21)  It looks like Joseph is the head of the family now.  What are the other brothers 
suddenly afraid of?  How does Joseph reassure them? 
 
 

6. (:22)  How long did Joseph live? 
 

 
7. (:23)  Would you say Joseph lived a good, fulfilling life? 

 
 

8. (:24-26)  From these verses, what do you think Joseph still wanted out of life, but never 
got? 
 

 
 





Lesson 9   Genesis 50  

 81 

 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 9 
Genesis 50 

 
1. (:1-3)  How long did the whole nation mourn for Jacob?  Why would they 

have mourned so long for someone who was a “newcomer” to Egypt?  (he 
had only lived there seventeen years.  47:28) 

 
Everyone – the Egyptians included – mourned for Jacob seventy days.  Only 
forty days were required, but the mourning went on for another month after the 
typical mourning time in Egypt.  Why?  I think this is a testimony to the great 
respect and awe the people of Egypt had for Joseph, Jacob’s son.  This tells us 
that even many years after the famine Joseph still had a position of great power 
in Egypt.   
 

2. (:4-6)  Where did Joseph want to bury his father?  Why was Pharaoh 
willing to let him go? 

 
Joseph wanted to travel back to the land of Canaan in order to bury his father 
Jacob in the place he had wanted to be buried – the cave Abraham purchased in 
which to bury Sarah.  This was the family burial plot.   
 
Pharaoh would have been willing to let him go because he totally honored and 
trusted Joseph.   We might note here that years later when the people of Israel – 
Joseph’s family – wanted to leave Egypt, the Pharaoh of that time would not let 
them go.   
 

3. (:7-11)  Who was included in the group which traveled to bury Jacob?  
Why did so many Egyptians go, too? 

 
Joseph, his brothers, and a great entourage of Egyptian officials.  This was a 
funeral for a prince and a king.  Great honor is being shown by the Egyptians to 
the father of their beloved Joseph. 

 
4. (:12-14)  Why did they all return to Egypt after burying Jacob?  Wasn’t the 

famine over? 
 
So I can’t help asking: should Joseph have taken all his family back to Canaan at 
this time, buried Jacob, and then stayed in the promised land?  The famine was 
over.  They could find a way to live there again.   
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The answer:  it wasn’t God’s time.  Remember back in Genesis 15, when the 
Lord made that uni-lateral covenant with Abraham, involving animals cut in two, 
and a burning torch?  The Lord told Abraham then:  “Know certainly that your 
descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, and 
they will afflict them four hundred years.”  (Genesis 15:13) 
 
The Lord knew, even back in the day of Abraham, that the family of Jacob and 
Joseph would live in Egypt for four hundred years.   
 
So, in Genesis 50, when Joseph traveled to bury his father in Canaan, it simply 
wasn’t time for Israel to leave Egypt.   
 
Joseph and all his family went back to Egypt after burying Jacob, and lived there 
the rest of their lives – and their descendants stayed in Egypt until the four 
hundred years was up.  And then, even though the Pharaoh didn’t want to let 
them go, they went.  When God decides it’s time, it’s time. 
 

5. (:15-21)  It looks like Joseph is now the head of the family.  What are the 
other brothers suddenly afraid of?  How does Joseph reassure them? 

 
The brothers are wondering if the good will Joseph has shown to them was all 
about their father, Jacob.  Now that he is gone they are afraid – perhaps now 
Joseph will take his revenge.  That’s exactly what anyone in their culture would 
have done and they are probably men who, themselves, would have thought 
about taking revenge right now if they were in Joseph’s shoes.   
 
They still don’t understand God’s way of thinking.  They still don’t realize that 
Joseph was fundamentally changed while in prison thirteen years.  They don’t 
get it that Joseph no longer thinks like the culture around him.  He has spent so 
much time with God that he is beginning to think like God. 
 
So what does Joseph tell them?  “…as for you, you meant evil against me; but 

God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many 

people alive.” 

 
You see, brothers?  I know evil was in your hearts.  But I am convinced of 
something more important than your evil.  I am convinced that God wanted to 
save all of our lives and He orchestrated all of this.   
 
He made me the favored son of Rachel, knowing you would be jealous.  He gave 
me those dreams at just that time knowing your jealousy would turn to rage.  He 
had my father send me out to find you knowing you would act on your rage that 
day.  He kept you from killing me.  He brought along that Egyptian caravan at just 
the right moment, and gave you the idea to sell me to them, despite my terror- 
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filled pleas.  He blessed me even in Potiphar’s house and then in a dungeon.  He 
gave me the ability to interpret dreams while in that dungeon. He came to me 
and taught me and soothed my spirit.  He taught me all about Himself and His 
ways.  He gave the troubling dreams to Pharaoh.  He reminded the butler of my 
ability to interpret dreams, at just the right time.  He changed the heart of 
Pharaoh to trust a prisoner with the fortunes of his entire country. 
 
You see, brothers?  I am looking at this from God’s perspective now.  You’ve 
admitted your sin to God, you’ve repented, and He has forgiven you, and I have 
forgiven you.   So, do not be afraid.   

 
6. (:22)  How long did Joseph live? 

 
Joseph was 110 when he died.   

• He was 13 when sold into slavery 
• He was 30 when he became 2nd in command in Egypt 
• He was about 40 when he moved his family to Egypt 
• He was about 57 when his father, Jacob, died. 

 
7. (:23)  Would you say Joseph lived a good, fulfilling life? 

 
Yes, I would say that.  He had a wonderful walk with God, a wife, two healthy 
sons, a huge extended family, a job with much responsibility and honor, and a 
fantastic palace in which to live.   

 
8. (:24-26)  From these verses, what do you think Joseph still wanted out of 

life, but never got? 
 
What Joseph always wanted was to go back home.  He never got to go back 
home after his Egyptian prison.  Home was the land God had given to their 
family.  Home was where the future lay for the whole clan…Joseph knew it…but 
he just couldn’t get his family back there in his lifetime. 
 
But he knew God would get them back.  He knew God would be sure the 
promises He had made would be fulfilled.  So, trusting God, he made his family 
promise that when the time came, they would take his bones with them and 
properly bury them in the cave of the Patriarchs. 
 
He’s buried there today, and God still has promises to keep to the twelve sons of 
Jacob.   
 
“Also your people shall all be righteous; they shall inherit the land forever, the 

branch of My planting, the work of My hands, that I may be glorified.”  Isaiah 

60:21 
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Genesis Quiz for Chapters 37-50 
 

1. How old was Joseph when he was sold as a slave to Egypt? 
 

2. Why did Joseph’s brothers hate him so much?  
 
 

3. Why didn’t the brothers kill Joseph?  
 
 

4. What two brothers tried to protect Joseph but failed?      
and    .    

 
5. What was the name of the man who bought Joseph as a slave?    

 
6. What was Judah’s daughter-in-law’s name?     

 
7. Why did Joseph get thrown into prison even though he was a 

responsible and valuable slave?   
  
 

8. How did Joseph always manage to find favor in the sight of his 
masters?   

 
 

9. What two men had dreams in prison? The ____________, and  
the ________________. 
 

10. How long was Joseph still in prison after he had interpreted dreams for 
the two men above?   

 
11. What were the two dreams of Pharaoh that troubled him so much? 

a.   
b.  

 
12. How old was Joseph when he became second in command in Egypt?   

 
13. What were the names of Joseph’s two sons born to him in Egypt? 

________________   and _______________. 
 



Genesis Bible Study  Part 3  Chapters 37-50  “The Twelve Sons of Jacob” 

 86 

 
 

14. Why did Joseph’s brothers travel to Egypt? 
 

 
15. Why did Joseph give his brothers so much trouble when they came to 

get food?  
 
 

16. Which brother was not with them when they came the first time?  
 

17. Did Joseph really forgive and love his brothers after all they had done 
and all these years?  

 
 

18. How many of the family of Israel ended up living in Egypt?  
 

19. What area of Egypt was given to the family of Israel and what 
occupation were they?  

 
20. Who got rich during the years of famine?  

 
21. How does Israel (Jacob) bless the two sons of Joseph?  

 
 

22. When Israel blesses his twelve sons, were they all what we would call 
“blessings”?  

 
 

23. Where was Israel buried when he died?  
 

24. Why was it important that Israel be buried in Canaan?  
 
 

25. Who else wanted to be sure to have his remains brought back to 
Canaan?  Why?  
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Genesis Quiz Answers for Chapters 37-50 
 

1. How old was Joseph when he was sold as a slave to Egypt? 
   37:2   
 

2. Why did Joseph’s brothers hate him so much?   37:4  
 

3. Why didn’t the brothers kill Joseph?   37:21    
 

4. What 2 brothers tried to protect Joseph but failed?  37:21 
  and  37:26 .    

 
5. What was the name of the man who bought Joseph as a 

slave?   37:36   . 
 

6. What was the name of Judah’s daughter-in-law?,   38:6`   
 

7. Why did Joseph get thrown into prison even though he was a 
responsible and valuable slave?  39:7   

  
8. How did Joseph always manage to find favor in the sight of 

his masters?    39:23    
 

9. What two men had dreams in prison? 40:1     
 

10. How long was Joseph still in prison after he had interpreted 
dreams for the two men above?   41:1   

 
11. What were the two dreams of Pharaoh that troubled him so 

much? 
a.  41:1-4 
b.  41:5-8 

 
12. How old was Joseph when he became 2nd in command in 

Egypt?   41:46   
 

13. What were the names of Joseph’s two sons born to him in 
Egypt?   41:51     and   41:52   
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14. Why did Joseph’s brothers come to Egypt?   42:1&2  
 

15. Why did Joseph give his brothers so much trouble when they 
came to get food? He wanted repentance and reconciliation 

 
16. Which brother was not with them when they came the first 

time?    42:4   
 

17. Did Joseph really forgive and love his brothers after all they 
had done and all these years?   50:19-21   

 
18. How many of the family of Israel ended up living in Egypt?  

46:27   
 

19. What area of Egypt was given to the family of Israel and what 
occupation were they?   47:6   

 
20. Who got rich during the years of famine?   47:20   

 
21. How does Israel bless the two sons of Joseph?  48:5   

 
22. When Israel blesses his twelve sons, were they all what we 

would consider “blessings”?   Both blessings and curses   
 

23. Where was Israel buried when he died?    50:4-6  
 

24. Why was it important that Israel (Jacob) be buried in Canaan?  
49:29-33   

 
25. Who else wanted to be sure to have his remains brought back 

to Canaan?  Why?    50:24-25   
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Need a suggestion for your next Bible Study? 
 

If you want to keep following the story of the Jewish people and God’s plan for 
them, choose the  

  
Exodus Bible Study (Chapters 1-15) 

Escape From Egypt 
 
 
The next book to read in order to follow the history of the family of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob and his twelve sons is Exodus.   It’s the story of how this family 
grew exponentially and prospered in amazing ways…then became 
enslaved…and finally got back home to Canaan.    
 
Exodus Chapter 1 takes place about four hundred years after the family of Jacob 
and his twelve sons moved to Egypt.  They came to Egypt as highly valued 
people – the beloved family of the great man of Egypt - Joseph.   
 
But…four hundred years later…. 
 





 

 91 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Additional copies of this Bible Study can be ordered online 

at www.lulu.com (20% discount) 
or www.amazon.com  

 
 

You can download this study for free at: 
Women’s Bible Studies  

by Kathleen Dalton  

www.kathleendalton.com  
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