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Luke Chapter 1:67-79 – Answers 
Prophecy 

 
 

Zacharias, the old priest who had been full of fear, full of need, and bound by 
religion, now blossoms before our eyes into Zacharias, the passionate no-holds-
barred believer in the One,True God, bursting forth with praise for His God and 
prophecy for the future!    
 
As we read through this passage I think we’ll see three basic things true of all 
prophecy: 
 

1) Prophecy only comes by the Holy Spirit.  No man is ever the source of 
prophecy.  Look at verse 67.  Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit in 
order to speak these words of prophecy.  See also Joel 2:28 and 2nd Peter 
1:20. 

2) Prophets have been in the world since the world began.  That’s right.  The 
One, True God has made sure His Words of prophecy were there for the 
first man and first woman, and have been there for every human being 
since then.  Look at verse 70.  “As He spoke by the mouth of His Holy 
prophets, who have been since the world began”.  This is repeated in Acts 
3:21. 

3) Prophecy is always about Jesus.  Even when the prophecy has to do with 
people and events, it is always pointing to something about God, about 
Jesus.  All the verses in our passage teach us that.  From verse 68 
through 79, Zacharias keeps bringing us back to the goodness and 
purpose of Jesus.  Think also of the book of Revelation, and how we see 
many, many things happening to men in that prophecy, but it always is 
mainly and only about Jesus and what He is doing, what He is 
accomplishing, and the glory that is coming to Him.  See also Romans 
1:1-4.   

 
Let’s take a look at Zacharias’ prophecy and see what these words, a timeless 
gift from the Holy Spirit, have to tell us about what was about to come into the 
world. 
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1. (::67-80)  Read through these words of Zacharias at the birth of his son, 
John, and ask yourself:  What has Zacharias been learning all this time when 
he could not speak? 

 
When I read through these verses I think I see a Zacharias who has ceased 
thinking of himself, or worrying about his wants and needs, or even worrying 
about the wants and needs of his people, Israel.  His thoughts have been 
centered on God Himself, and Zacharias sounds free and excited about the 
future because of it. 
 
Zacharias has spent 9 months thinking more about God than himself.  The 
results of that focus are peace and strength and hope for the future.  I don’t see 
any fear in Zacharias’ words, do you?  
 
 
2. (:67-80)  How much of these words were prophecy at that time?  In other 

words, things which hadn’t happened yet at the time Zacharias spoke the 
words.    

 
In verses 68, 69 & 70, Zacharias tells of things God has already done.  These are 
not prophecies.  They are statements of accomplished fact.  (:68) God has come 
among His people and begun their redemption.  (:69)  God has brought us great 
strength by raising up a King for us once again  (he knew Jesus was already in 
the womb of Mary). (:70) God has been telling us this was coming since the 
world began. 
 
Then, in verses 71-75 Zacharias begins prophesying of things which had already 
been prophesied before, but which hadn’t come true yet.  (:71)  Someday the 
Jews would be saved from all their enemies.  (:72-75)  Someday the Jews and all 
the world would be able to serve God forever. 
 
And then in verses 76-79  Zacharias has specific prophecies for his son, John.  
He sees and proclaims the job John will perform for God, and the Man John will 
introduce to the world. 

 
3. (:67-80)  How much of these words are still prophecy right now as you read 

this?   
 
Everything in verses 71-75 is still to come true.  The Jews have not yet been 
saved from all their enemies, and the world has not yet been set free to serve 
God forever.  That day is still coming. 
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Verses 76-79 were fulfilled already in John the Baptist.  He introduced Jesus to 
the world, and Jesus gave light to all who are in darkness, and continues to do 
that, and He also is even now guiding people’s feet into the way of peace. 
 
 
4. (:76-80) What things did Zacharias prophesy about his son, John? 

 
a) John would also be a prophet. 
b) John would prepare the way for the Messiah. 
c) John would open up people’s understanding of what salvation was, 

and how much they needed it. 
d) John would speak of the mercy of God for people, and His love for 

them. 
e) John would lift up Jesus, point to Jesus, describe Jesus, and then 

fade away. 

  
5. Are there still prophets today?  Is there yet more prophecy to be spoken 

about our future, or is it all totally spoken already?  (1st Corinthians 13:8-10, 
and Revelation 22:18&19).   

 
1st Corinithians 13:8-10 speaks of a time when prophecy will no longer be 
needed.  Many people believe this verse is saying that when the Bible was 
completely finished after John recorded the Revelation in about 90AD, prophecy 
was also finished.  In other words, there would be no more revealing of things to 
come after 90AD.  Everything we needed to know was in the Bible at that point. 
I agree with that.   
 
I think the passage at the end of the book of Revelation (Rev. 22:18&19) speaks 
of that, too.  I think this passage has a double meaning.  First, it is saying that no 
one should dare to add to the words of the book of Revelation itself, and also, 
that the Holy Spirit was finished giving prophecy at that point.  I think the next 
words of prophecy we will hear will be from the mouth of Jesus as He comes 
again into our world and begins to rule. 
 
 
6. If there is to be no more prophecy, then why does the scripture say prophecy 

is one of the spiritual gifts given to people during the church age?  
(Ephesians 4:11) 

 
So, if prophecy was no longer given to our world from the Holy Spirit after the 
giving of the book of Revelation, why is “prophecy” included in several lists of 
spiritual gifts for New Testament times?   (Ephesians 4:11, 1st Corinthians 12:10, 
1st Corinthians 12:28, Romans 12:6, )   
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In my opinion, there are two answers to this question: 
 
a) All of these mentions of “prophecy” come before the book of Revelation was 

given….so there was still some prophecy (foretelling of the future) to come. 
b) The word “prophecy” in these lists of spiritual gifts is not used in the sense of 

“fore”-telling, but instead in the sense of “forth”-telling.  In other words, the 
gift of prophecy in the church age since the time of Revelation is not a gift of 
telling what is going to happen in the future, but of proclaiming the already 
revealed Words of God. 

 
 
 

If I could just ask God a question… 
 

Since You are all-powerful, why do You need us to praise You or 

prophesy or tell others about You?  Couldn’t you just do anything You 

needed to to get the word out to people?  Angels?  Words written in the 

sky?  Why do You need us? 

 

 

The Psalmist asked this question, too.   

 

“When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and 

the stars, which You have ordained, what is man that You are mindful of 

him, and the son of man that You visit him? “  Psalm 8:3&4 

 

We can’t always know the “why” of things when it pertains to 

understanding the mind of God.  All of us have many, many “why”’s which 

may never be answered in our lifetimes.   

 

But here’s what we can know:  God has made it obvious that He does 

care about man.  And He does choose to use men in His plan for the 

earth.   He lets us praise Him.  He lets us prophesy.  He lets us pray.  And 

He chooses to use all those things to spread His truth.  He could use any 

number of other spectacular displays of His glory, or methods of 

communication, and sometimes He does, but mostly, He chooses to use 

men. 

 

Why?  Just put that on your list of things to ask Him someday when you 

are kneeling at His throne. 
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