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Luke Chapter 1:59-66 – Answers 
Unbelief…to Belief 

 
The reason I’ve titled this chapter “Unbelief…to Belief” is, of course, because 
Zacharias started out not believing the message of the angel in the first part of 
Luke Chapter 1, but in today’s passage we see that he has definitely come to a 
point of belief.   
 
When did that happen?  And how did it happen?  At what point does anyone go 
from unbelief to belief?  What makes that belief become a reality? 
 
We all start out in unbelief.  In Romans 3:11-18, as Paul quotes Old Testament 
verses, the Lord accurately describes each one of us.  We do not start out 
believing in God or believing in the truth.  We start out life loving sin, ignorant of 
God, full of foul things to say and think, and willing to make others suffer.   
 
So how does that change?  Do we change ourselves?   

 
 

1. :59   Why were they going to circumcise the baby?  Why on the 8th day? 
 
In Genesis 17 we find the One, True God giving a covenant to Abraham.  The 
LORD promised Abraham He would be God to Abraham and to his descendants 
after him.  In other words, God promised He would be available for relationship 
with Abraham and his descendants.   
 
God did not promise that each and every descendant of Abraham would 
automatically be a person of faith simply because they had Abraham for their 
father, but He did promise that He was there, ready for relationship if each 
person chose to have faith in Him, 
 
God didn’t say Jews were the only people He wanted to have a relationship with.  
No, instead, they were chosen to show the rest of the world how to have a 
relationship with God.   
 
. 
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In this covenant found in Genesis 17 God also promises the land of Israel to the 
descendants of Abraham, as an everlasting possession.  He makes this promise 
after Ishmael was born, but before Isaac was born.  In other words, God gifted 
the land forever to the Jews (the descendants of Abraham through Isaac).   
 
Later on, Abraham has other children, and Isaac has 2 children:  Jacob and 
Esau.  But only those descendants who came from Abraham, then Isaac, then 
Jacob were included in this promise.  (That’s why He is called the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob). 
 
After this covenant is made in Genesis 17, Abraham is given a way to confirm 
that he heard and accepted it.  Abraham and all his future descendants were 
given the outward sign of circumcision in order to remember all God had 
promised.  Abraham was circumcised as an adult, at the time of the covenant, as 
were all other adults part of Abraham’s family at that time.  Future generations 
were to be circumcised at birth, on their 8th day of life. 
 
The sign of circumcision did not guarantee a place in the family of God…because 
the family of God was a family of faith.  (Genesis 15:6)  Faith in the One, True 
God had to be chosen in order for anyone to be a child of God.  (Romans 
2:28&29)   
 
The sign of circumcision was accepted by Abraham and given to newborn Jewish 
boy babies so the world would know the Jewish people heard the covenant 
promises of the One, True God, and knew what God was asking of them. 
 
If you ever need a proof that circumcision did not “save” anyone in those days, 
just consider the fact that only boy Jewish babies were circumcised.  If 
circumcision was necessary for salvation, then only Jews could be saved 
(scripture denies this) and of the Jews, only males could be saved. (definitely not 
true). 
 
Why is this important for us to know?  Because the desire to be good enough for 
God by doing good works slips in to each of our thinking so easily.  The Bible is 
clear.  We are all saved by God’s grace – even those in Old Testament times.  
And faith is always what makes us righteous in God’s sight…never good works.  
(Ephesians 2:8&9)   
 
The newborn baby of Elizabeth and Zacharias was an inheritor of all those 
promises God made to the Jews, and was circumcised to show the world he 
would be taught them by his parents.  His circumcision did not convey salvation.  
That could only come as this baby grew and decided to believe in the One, True 
God. 
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2. :59  What name was the logical name for the baby? 

 
According to what every other family did at this time in history, the baby would be 
given the father’s name (Zacharias), or the name of a family member. 
 
 

3. :60  How did Elizabeth know John was to be the baby’s name? 
 
The only way she could have known was if Zacharias had told her his story of the 
encounter with the angel in the temple, right?  Because no one else was a 
witness of that meeting with the angel – no one else knew the facts besides the 
angel and Zacharias. 
 
And, of course, in order for Zacharias to tell Elizabeth the story, he would have 
had to have written it out.  He couldn’t speak, even to her. 
 
So, can’t you just picture quiet nights in the priest’s home – Zacharias doing his 
best to get across the wonder of that angel meeting, and the words spoken – but 
only able to write them down….and Elizabeth wonderingly reading those words, 
watching her husband’s face, and coming to belief in this message simply 
because she saw the written words and then felt the new life begin to grow within 
her.  She knew, through the written word, that the baby’s name would be John.   
 
With confidence and faith in the One, True God she told her neighbors.  His 
name was John.   
 
 

4. :61&62  Why do you think the Lord chose a name for the baby which was 
so different than what tradition would have expected? 

 
As soon as I wrote out this question, I knew the answer was obvious.  John 
would have an entire life totally different than what tradition would have expected.  
His name simply began the process.  
 
 
 

5. :63 & 64  What finally gave Zacharias his speech back? 
 
When the angel told Zacharias he would be mute until “the day these things take 
place”, he meant it.  John was born, but Zacharias was still mute.  John was 1 
week old, but Zacharias was still mute.  But on the 8th day the baby was 
circumcised and named.  Once the name was given, everything had taken place 
that had been predicted, and Zacharias’ time of silence was ended.   

http://www.kathleendalton.com/


Luke Bible Study 

If I Could Just Ask God a Question 
www.kathleendalton.com 

 

 

 

 
 

6. :64  When Zacharias could once again speak, what were the first things 
he wanted to say? 

 
What came out of this mouth that had been stopped up for 9 months?  Praise to 
God.  Praise that had wanted to come out for some time just couldn’t be silenced 
any longer.   
 
 

7.   :65&66  Even though Zacharias’ unbelief was initially displeasing to God, 
what good things came out of it? 

 
God takes what starts out as evil and turns it to good, right?  Remember Joseph, 
in the last part of Genesis?  Joseph’s brothers intended to kill him because they 
were jealous.  But God intended to save the whole nation through Joseph.  And it 
happened just like God wanted it to. 
 
The enemies of Jesus intended to silence Him forever by hanging Him on a 
cross, but God (Jesus) intended to save the world by dying on that cross and 
then rising from the dead.  And it happened just like God wanted it to. 
 
Evil never wins.  The end result of evil is never what the evil one intends.   
Incredibly, many times the end result of evil is belief in the One, True God! 
 
 
 
When did Zacharias step from unbelief to belief?  Was it when the angel told him 
he was going to have a son in his old age?  No.  Was it when he was 
immediately struck dumb at the angel’s word?  Perhaps.  Was it when he 
realized Elizabeth was truly pregnant?  Maybe.   
 
Here’s my answer:  Scripture doesn’t tell us when it happened, but we know 
beyond the shadow of a doubt, as we read today’s short passage, that at some 
point he moved from unbeliever to believer in this promise from God.  The 
moment of belief is a miracle for any of us.  Belief is a true gift from God.  He 
gives us the Word, the Bible, so we will know what the truth is. (Romans 10:17)  
And then He offers us the gift of belief, too. He offers us the gift of opening up our 
eyes and our minds so we can understand what He is doing.   All we need to do 
is reach out and accept it.  Thank Him for it.  We can’t work it up within ourselves, 
and we can’t make someone else believe, either.  It’s a gift.  (Ephesians 1:7-9) 
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If I could just ask God a question… 
 

Dear God:  Am I a part of some bigger plan? 

If you would ask me this question, I would unhesitatingly say,  “Yes, you are.  We 

all are.”  Just like Zacharias and Elizabeth were – as they, even with very weak 

faith at first, brought into the world the tiny baby who would grow up to be the one 

who introduced the long-awaited Messiah to the world.   

 

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus  for good works, which 

God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them”  Ephesians 2:10 
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