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Luke Chapter 1:57-58 – Answers 
Answered Prayer 

 
 
The Jewish Messiah is about to be born, and the birth of John the Baptist begins 
the series of events which introduces this Messiah to the world aching to meet 
Him. 
 
In these two verses we see the evidence of answered prayer – a prayer which 
had been brought over and over before God for over two thousand years. 
 
How could our loving and all-powerful God have let two thousand years go by 
before answering this prayer?  Why would He have promised the Jews a 
Messiah, gotten their hopes up that sin would someday be dealt with, and then 
waited two thousand years to answer the prayers which rose from their hearts in 
response to that promise? 
 
As we head toward Christmas in this Bible study, we’ve already seen life 
suddenly interrupted for a simple Jewish priest; we’ve seen unbelief; we’ve seen 
belief;  we’ve seen miracles; we’ve seen angels stepping into the lives of ordinary 
people; we’ve seen fear; and hope; and comfort, encouragement, and soaring 
praise.   
 
And now, answered prayer. 
 
Christmas was not as quiet and simple as we might think.  It was actually more 
like a lightning bolt flashing out of heaven and splitting the old oak tree in two! 
 

 
1. :57  What is the answered prayer which happened here? 

 
“But the angel said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard  - 
and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name 
John…and he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God.’ “  
Luke 1:13-16 
 
What prayer is being answered in these two verses?  First of all, the prayer which 
quietly rose from the heart of the Jewish priest Zacharias is answered here.  Nine 
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months before this moment, Zacharias stood in the temple, praying for the 
people of Israel, but also crying from his own heart his own need, and his wife’s 
need – they had no child, and desperately wanted one. 
 
And secondly, the prayer being answered in these two verses is the prayer of the 
whole nation of Israel.  They needed the One, True God to be the sacrifice for 
their sins.   Two thousand years of sacrifices had not done away with sin, and 
they were slipping farther and farther away from God.  If God did not answer the 
prayer for a Messiah soon, there would be no more Jewish people left to wait for 
Him. 
 
God stepped in, gave this miracle pregnancy to Elizabeth and Zachariah, and 
salvation was set in motion. 
   
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the LORD; make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God…the glory of the LORD shall be 
revealed, and all flesh shall see it together; for the mouth of the LORD has 
spoken.”  Isaiah 40:3-5 
 
“Behold, I send My messenger, and he will prepare the way before Me.”  Malachi 
3:1 
 
 

2. :58  What was the neighbors’ and relatives’ response to answered prayer? 
 
They rejoiced together with Elizabeth and Zacharias.  Tears of joy were probably 
shed.  There were many smiles.  Food was no doubt prepared so that all could 
eat a meal together in celebration. 
 
The One, True God had shown mercy to Elizabeth and Zacharias, and, although 
they could not have totally understood all the implications of this answer to prayer 
yet, salvation was on the way! 
 
 

3. When have you had answered prayer? 
 
One huge answer to prayer sticks in my memory - the salvation of my own Mom.   
 
My Dad became a Christian before I did, and his salvation triggered my own time 
to come to faith in Jesus.  My siblings also came to believe in Jesus.  But my 
Mom was a hold out.  She struggled greatly with trusting Christ, and in her last 
few years was often antagonistic against all of us as grown children when we 
wanted to even talk about Jesus.  She hated the mention of His name.  I 
despaired of her ever coming to faith. 
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But I prayed.  I would have given up praying, I think, if God had let me.  But again 
and again I felt compelled to go back to the Lord with the heaviness in my heart.  
I asked the Lord to wake up her heart and let her see Him for Who He really is.  
 
I prayed for her every time I spoke with her long distance from wherever I was 
living at the time to wherever she was living at the time.  I prayed for her every 
time I visited her, ate special meals with her, or took long drives with her.  I 
prayed for her in the middle of the night when I couldn’t sleep.  I designated 
certain verses in my Bible as “hers”, and prayed those verses for her.   
 
I thought up ways to get the Word of God in front of her.  She certainly didn’t 
want to be “witnessed” to, so I would just mention my own love for the Lord in our 
normal conversation times.  Or I would talk about answered prayer.   
 
When I first began to memorize scripture I asked her to listen to me recite large 
portions of the book of John to help me practice.  She was willing to do that.   
 
And I prayed.   
 
Then, as if out of the blue, after years and years of dwindling hope, I got a call 
from my sister one evening saying Mom had broken her hip and was going in for 
surgery that night.  Sobbing, Susan told me that as Mom was being wheeled into 
the surgery, she painfully propped herself up a little in the gurney, looked at my 
sister and brother and told them she just wanted them to know she believed in 
Jesus! 
 
Wow!  Did we ever rejoice!!!!! 
 
 

4. What prayers of yours are yet to be answered? 
 
You’ll have a personal, private answer to this question.  It might be fun to write 
down the few prayers which are pressing on your heart constantly, put them in a 
safe place, and then take them out in a year of so, and be surprised then at the 
way God has woven His answers to your prayers in and through your life. 
 
 

5. Has God’s answer to your prayer ever been “No”. ? 
 
In my experience, when it seems that God is saying “No”, He is actually saying 
“Not in the way you pictured it.”  We learn, I think, through a lifetime of “Not in the 
way you pictured it”, to pray according to God’s will.  We slowly begin to love to 
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pray not because we think we can force God to do our will, but because we are 
beginning to love His will so much. 
 
 

6. Can you think of other times in scripture when God waited a long time to 
answer prayer? 

 
What strikes me is that most of the time God does wait a long time to answer!  
Waiting seems to be the rule, not the exception.   
 
That’s why Isaiah 40:31 speaks so directly to each of our hearts.  “But those who 
wait on the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.” 
 
Waiting is normal.   
 
 

7. Can you think of other times in scripture when God said “No.” to a prayer? 
 
God said “No.” to the people of Israel when they longed for the bread and meat 
pots of Egypt.  Learning to live as free people had turned out to be very, very 
hard, and they just wanted to go back to their old lives of slavery and quit trying 
to fight for their freedom.  God said “No.”  (Exodus 16) 
 
God said “No.” when a money-loving little prophet named Balaam wanted to do 
the wrong thing.  He asked God to bless him as he went about his greedy little 
business.  God actually spoke that “No!” to that prophet by the voice of a donkey!  
(Numbers 22:22-34) 
 
Naomi, I’m sure, prayed for the Lord to spare the life of her husband, but God 
said “No”.  He died.  And then I’m positive she also prayed for the Lord to spare 
the lives of both of her sons.  But God said “No.”  They died.  Her bitterness rose 
up in her at what seemed to be the unfaithfulness of God.  But he wasn’t, was 
He?  His “No.”  was actually “Not in the way you pictured it.”  (The book of Ruth) 
 
Jeremiah prophesied and prayed for his whole lifetime for the children of Israel to 
repent and live wholeheartedly for the One, True God.  In Jeremiah’s lifetime 
they never did.  God said “No”…not yet. Jeremiah, but they will someday.” (The 
book of Jeremiah) 
 
Habakkuk pleaded with God to not send a horde of bloodthirsty Assyrians down 
to conquer Israel.  God said “No.”  And then God said “Stop asking, Habakkuk.  I 
am God.  I will do things My way.”  Habakkuk 2:10 
 

http://www.kathleendalton.com/


Luke Bible Study 

If I Could Just Ask God a Question 
www.kathleendalton.com 

 

 

 

 
What do we learn from just these few examples? 

 God always says “No.”  to sin. 

 Sometimes God says “No”, “Not in the way you pictured it”. 

 Sometimes God isn’t saying “No”, He’s saying “Wait”. 

 And sometimes He says “No”.  Just trust Me. 
 
We are called to pray.  And as we pray we grow in our faith.  Even when God 
says “No” we grow in our faith.  
 
What else can I add to my prayer life to enrich it?  Here are a few ideas – you’ll 

have your own probably: 

 Prayer at odd times, unusual moments. 

 Prayer at more disciplined times. 

 Fasting 

 Prayer partners 

 Prayer calendar 

 Answered Prayer notebook 

 Books on prayer 

 Listen to sermons on prayer 

 Memorize scripture and pray it  

 Specific scripture for specific people. 

 Prayer positions 

 Prayer songs 

 Prayer walks 

 Prayer for geographical areas 

 
 
 
Today’s Question for God is one we have all asked: 
 

If I could just ask God a question… 
 

Why haven’t You answered my prayer, God? 

 

And here’s the answer:  He is.    
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