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Luke Chapter 1:5-17 – Answers 
 

I’m thinking of instance after instance of people I know who have had good 
reason to ask:  “Why has God allowed this in my life?”  Or, “Why hasn’t God 
reached down and taken this suffering away from me?” 
 
A good, moral, religious woman named Elizabeth married a good, moral, 
religious man named Zacharias.  Elizabeth wasn’t just religious.  She had a 
genuine love for the Lord God and wanted to glorify Him in all she did.  Zacharias 
was a member of the tribe of Levi – a Jewish man who was also a priest - who 
loved and wanted to serve the Lord God with all of his life. 
 
The priests of Israel were organized into twenty four groups, or divisions.  They 
lived their lives as ordinary Jews most of the time, but when it came time for their 
division to serve in the temple, they left their homes and farms and dedicated 
themselves, for the few weeks of their service, to doing their part to make the 
temple in Jerusalem available to every Jewish person for worship of the One, 
True God, and instruction in His ways. 
 
Zacharias performed his role as priest his whole life.  Elizabeth put her trust in 
God her whole life.  But the one thing they both wanted more than anything else 
in the world never happened for them.  They could not bring forth a child into the 
world.  Elizabeth was barren.   
 
I think possibly only those who have experienced barrenness themselves can 
understand the depth of grief Elizabeth and Zacharias must have gone through, 
year after year after year.   
 
But now these two servants of the One, True God were at the end of their lives.  
They truly did not think it might even be a slight possibility that a child would still 
be given to them from God.  But, there was always hope…… 
 

 
1. :5-12   In these verses, a certain Jewish priest is being introduced to us.  

Who is he, and what can you learn about him from these verses  (start with 
the 1st two obvious things… he’s Jewish, and he’s a priest …) 

1.   Jewish 
2.   Priest 
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3.  Man 
4. Division of Abijah 
5. Lived in the days of Herod, the Roman king     
6. Elizabeth, his wife, also of the priestly tribe 
7. Both were people of faith  
8. No child  
9.  Old 
10.  His job was to burn incense and pray for Israel this time 
11. While doing his job he saw an angel.   

 
2. :13-17  The Angel of the Lord appeared to Zechariah…and told him his 

prayers had been answered, and he would have a son.   So…does that tell 
us Zacharias had been praying for a son for himself and Elizabeth? 

 
 
Holy of Holies                                    Holy Place 
 
                                                                                                         Table of  
                                                                                                          Shewbread 
 
 
 
                                                                                                         Menorah 
 
 
 
 
Ark of the Covenant        Altar of  
                                       Incense 
 
 
The job of burning incense was actually a job of praying.  Within the temple there 
was a large room only the priests entered.  One of the things done by the priests 
in that room was to stand before the Altar of Incense, tend the embers and 
incense,  and pray while the sweet odors of the burning incense rose up before 
the Lord. 
 
The prayers of the priest were echoed by the people worshipping outside the 
temple.  It was as if the priest’s job was to verbalize to God’s ear the heart’s cry 
of the people. 
 
The priest, of course, was simply a man – a man who also had his own heart cry, 
his own stresses and heartaches.  So, I’m guessing that as Zacharias was 
praying before the Lord for the needs of the people, and also praying before the 
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Lord for his own needs, all those needs coincided in one, huge, painful ball of 
agony – they needed a Son. 
 
Zecharias and Elizabeth were desperate for a son.  And the people of Israel, 
although they may not all have realized it, were also desperate for a Son.   
 
Zecharias and Elizabeth needed a son in their old age to complete their life, to 
give them the joy that only a child can bring, and to save them from loneliness 
and poverty once they could no longer work their farm and support themselves. 
 
Israel needed a Son, the long-promised Messiah, to complete their lives, to give 
them the joy that only a Savior can bring, and to save them from the hopeless 
eternity they were heading towards if He never came. 
 
 
3. :13-17  As the priest of Israel,  Zacharias was supposed to be praying for the 

nation of Israel.   Why wasn’t he?  Or…was he?   Could this answer to 
Zechariah and Elizabeth’s need also be an answer to Israel’s need?   Name 
the things the Angel of the Lord said would be true of the son Zecharias and 
Elizabeth would have: 

1. His name would be John 
2. His birth would bring joy, gladness and rejoicing 
3. He would do great things for God 
4. No alcohol for him his whole life  
5. He would be filled with the Holy Spirit from birth 
6. He would lead many Jews back to faith in God 
7. He would be the “go before”, the one to introduce Messiah to the 

world. 
8. He would be like the prophet Elijah 
9. He would get the people ready for Messiah  

 
4.   :13-17   Does this son promised to come to Zacharias and Elizabeth sound 

like someone whom the whole nation of Israel might have needed at that 
time?   

 
Oh, yes.  The people knew their Messiah had been promised thousands of years 
before.  In fact, He had been promised before the Jewish people even existed!  
(Genesis 3:15).  And then the promise of Messiah’s coming was made over and 
over and over again to hundreds of generations. 
 
But He hadn’t come.  And like Zacharias and Elizabeth, the people had grown 
hopeless, joyless, and desperate for a Son.   
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This was the heart’s cry the people standing outside the temple had been raising 
up to God while Zacharias was raising the same heart’s cry before the altar of 
incense. 
 
So, yes!  If this son of Zacharias and Elizabeth was going to get the people ready 
for Messiah, and actually introduce them to Messiah, then, Wow!  Messiah was 
on the way!  It was happening! 
 
5. Was there ever someone in your life who came along at just the right time 

and got you ready to have a close relationship with God…with Jesus? 
 
Some of us may not be sure who was praying for us before we came to genuine 
faith in Jesus.  But many of us do remember who it was who told us about Jesus, 
or prayed with us as we gave our life to Him, or was preaching or teaching when 
we knew we must bend our knee before Him. 
 
My Dad came to true belief in Jesus when I was 13.  His testimony of giving his 
life totally to God burned like a brand on my heart and mind.  My sister, Susan, 
became a follower of Jesus about that same time, and I know she prayed for me.  
Pastor Dick Buck, was preaching 4 years later, when I was 17, when I realized 
Jesus had actually died for me.  That’s when I gave my life to Him.   
 
My Dad, my sister, my Pastor – all of them were at the right place at the right 
time for me, getting me ready for the relationship with God which changed me 
into the person God always intended for me to be. 
 
I am struck with this:  My sister came to know Christ at the time He chose for her.  
My Dad came to know Christ at the time He chose for him.  My Pastor preached 
the message needed to reach my heart because Jesus had gotten him ready to 
preach that message at that time and in that place when I was ready to hear it.  
Jesus worked in my life with His timing.  When He called me to faith in Him it 
wasn’t an accident of timing.  He knew exactly when I needed to enter His family, 
so that my time of salvation would have the most impact on someone else.   
 
Our joy in meeting and believing in Jesus is amazing…but it isn’t just for us. 
 
 
 
 

If I could just ask God a question… 
 
 

1. Why does God allow suffering or need?  Can you begin to find answer to 

this question in this passage? 
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There are no accidents with God.  No “oops”!  He is never up in heaven wringing 
His hands.  If you don’t learn anything else from your reading and study of 
scripture, you can’t help but see that God has a plan.  He patiently, purposefully, 
and calmly brings that plan to pass. 
 
Was Elizabeth and Zachariah’s deep suffering over childlessness a part of God’s 
plan?   
 
Yes. 
 
Is your suffering or others’ suffering a part of God’s plan? 
 
Yes. 
 
Does that mean God wants us to suffer?  Does He get pleasure from our 
suffering?   
 
Absolutely not. 
 
Then why does He allow it?  Because He certainly could stop it, couldn’t He? 
 
I believe God could stop all suffering right this minute if He chose.  But if He did, 
He would have to destroy all sin and all the results of sin – and once He did that, 
the world as we know it would be gone, and there would be no more chances for 
anyone to believe.  It would be finished. 
 
So, no, He doesn’t like it when we suffer.  But, yes, He does continue to allow it.  
And YES!!!  There is a reason!  There is a purpose.  There is an end-result which 
we will someday be glad of.  Someone else needs you to get them ready to meet 
Jesus. 
 
“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to 
those who are called according to His purpose.”  Romans 8:28 
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