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Luke Chapter 1:26-38 - Answers 
Mary 

 
 
 
1. :26-30  Name all the things you learn about this young girl: 

 
1. She lived in the Galilee area of Israel, city of Nazareth. 
2.  She was unmarried, a virgin. 
3.  She was soon to be married to a man named Joseph (of the tribe of 

David). 
4.  Her name was Mary. 
5.  She has gotten the attention of God for a special blessing. 
6. An angel has just appeared to her. 

 
 

2. :31-33 What did the angel tell Mary would be true of the son she would bear? 
 
1. He would be a man. 
2. He would be a Jew. 
3. He would be of the tribe of Judah. 
4. He would be the son of Mary. 
5. His name would be Jesus. 
6. He would be great. 
7. He would also be the Son of God.   
8. He would be a King like David, and would reign on David’s throne. 
9. He would reign forever 
10. There would be no end to His Kingdom. 

 
 
3. How many of the above things had been predicted about Jesus in the Old 

Testament? 
1. He would be a man – Genesis 3:15 
2. He would be a Jew.  – Genesis 12:3 
3. He would be of the tribe of Judah.   – Genesis 49:10 
4. He would be the son of Mary.  – Isaiah 7:14 
5. His name would be Jesus. -  Zechariah 9:9   “Jesus” means “Savior”.  
6. He would be great.  Isaiah 9:6&7  
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7. He would be the Son of God.  Psalms 2:7  Proverbs 30:4 
8. He would be a King like David, and would reign on David’s throne.  Isaiah 

9:6&7 
9. He would reign forever.  Isaiah 9:6&7 
10. There would be no end to His Kingdom.  Isaiah 9:6&7 

 
4. How did Mary react to the angel’s message?  (:34-38) 

 
Mary had a question.  How can I, who am a virgin, give birth to a child?  She’s 
saying, “I believe what you are saying is true…help me understand it.” 
 
 
5. How was Mary’s reaction to the angels’ news different than Zacharias’ 

reaction to the angels’ news? 
 
Questions so that you can believe are different from questions so that you can 
put off the moment of belief. 
 
6.  (:36)  What sign did the angel give to Mary?   

 
Her relative, Elizabeth, has just finished 5 months of pregancy with John the 
Baptist.   Many did not know of this pregnancy, for Elizabeth had kept it secret for 
those 5 months.  (Luke 1:24).  The angel reveals it to Mary so that she will realize 
another miracle pregnancy has occurred to someone she knows well..The angel 
also tells Mary this so she will have someone to talk to about this unprecedented 
event.  No one else in her life would probably have believed what she would tell 
them.about the angel’s visit and the virgin birth.   

 
7. Why did Mary believe so easily, when Zacharias struggled with belief? 

 
Impossible for us to answer, isn’t it?  Why did God’s Words through the angel 
bring faith to Mary’s heart, but doubt to Zacharias’s heart?  All I can guess is that 
perhaps Mary – a young, poor, uneducated peasant girl who knew little of the 
way of religiosity – knew more of a sweet faith-walk with God than did Zacharias 
– a priest who served in the temple and had all the best education of the day. 
 
Actually, perhaps these two Jewish people – the Priest and the Peasant girl – are 
a perfect illustration of what was about to happen on earth with the birth of the 
Savior, Jesus. 
 
The religious Jews were going to stumble over this stone in their path – this 
stone called “faith in Jesus”, because they were used to feeling righteous through 
their good works. 
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But the poor and uneducated Jews (and the detested Gentiles) were going to fall 
on and embrace this stone – this stone called “faith in Jesus”, because they knew 
how unrighteous they truly were, and that there was no other way to be good 
enough for God. 
 
“What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have 
attained to righteousness, even the righteousness of faith; but Israel, pursuing 
the law of righteousness, has not attained to the law of righteousness.  Why?  
Because they did not seek it by faith, but as it were, by the works of the law.  For 
they stumbled at that stumbling stone.  As it is written, ‘Behold, I lay in Zion a 
stumbling stone and rock of offense.  And whoever believes on Him will not be 
put to shame.’ “  (Romans 9:30-33)  (Paul is quoting from Psalm 118:22, Isaiah 
8:14 and Isaiah 28:16) 

 
 

8. How serious is unbelief?  (Read Hebrews 3:16-19, Romans 10:9&10).   
 
 When the Israelites finally arrived at the border of the land God had given them, 
after their long trek from Egypt, they were afraid to enter in.  Twelve spies went 
ahead of them to scope out the enemies they would probably encounter.  Ten of 
those spies came back saying “Nope!  We should not go in to this land…the 
people here are strong and would kill us.”  Two of those spies, Caleb and 
Joshua, returned excited about the plenty awaiting them in this amazing land 
God had promised. 
 
The people of Israel chose to not believe God.  They listened to the ten spies 
and chose to not enter into the land.  They weren’t just afraid…they rebelled.  
They sinned in unbelief.   
 
Look what the LORD says about them in Hebrews 3:16-19  “For who, having 
heard, rebelled?  Indeed, was it not all who came out of Egypt, led by Moses?  
Now with whom was He angry forty years?  Was it not with those who sinned, 
whose corpses fell in the wilderness?  And to whom did He swear that they 
would not enter Hs rest, but to those who did not obey?  So we see that they 
could not enter in because of unbelief.”   

 
To not believe is a sin.  It angers God.  We don’t get an excuse or a “get out of 
jail free card” for unbelief.   
 
“that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in our heart that 
God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.  For with the heart one 
believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made to 
salvation.”  Romans 10:9&10 

 

http://www.kathleendalton.com/


Luke Bible Study 

If I Could Just Ask God a Question 
www.kathleendalton.com 

 

 

 

9. Can you do anything to make yourself more of a believing person?  (Mark 
9:23&24) 

 
Good news.  Ask.  Ask God to help your unbelief.   
 
 
 
 

If I could just ask God a question… 
 

Why doesn’t God just make all our problems go away when we become 

believers in Him?   Why do we still have to age…be sick…suffer 

loneliness?  Why do we still have to go through grief?    

Mary, we know, was going to live the rest of her life with a sense of wondering 
and pain in regards to what this was all about.  She was going to realize her first 
child, the child not conceived with Joseph, was different than all the rest of her 
children.  She was going to see that Jesus was not mean or self-centered or lying 
or in any way a sinner like her other children. 
 
She was going to see Jesus in the temple as a 12-year-old, teaching the wisest 
men in Israel. 
 
Her husband, Joseph, was going to pass away before she did, and she was 
going to have to live as a widow for many years. 
 
She was going to see her good, kind, loving and powerful son grow to adulthood 
and be hated by many.  In fact, she was going to be there at the foot of the cross 
when they crucified Him. 
 
And she was going to see Him after He had risen from the dead, and then watch 
Him disappear into heaven. 
 
Why didn’t Jesus spare her all that?  Why did He allow her to live long enough to 
witness His barbaric death?  Why not take her home to heaven before that? 
 
God is mysterious.  We have no choice but to realize that He has His reasons 
and accept that He may not always explain them to us.   
 
But this much we do know:  Mary had a purpose on earth that only she could 
fulfill.  She was needed to continue to tell the true story of her son’s miraculous 
birth and life after He was gone and as the new church got started.  
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Jesus allowed Mary to suffer the agony of His life and horrific death so that she, 
the one person on earth who saw and heard and felt every single part of His 
short 33 years on earth, could pass on the news of Who He really was to all who 
would be someday believing in Him – those who desperately needed a stone to 
fall on and embrace. 
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