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Hosea Chapters 3-14  -  Answers 
  

 
Have you ever seen a multi-layered chess game?  Maybe you have even played 
it before.  I haven’t, so I’m just imagining that it is over-the-top challenging to play 
an already difficult game on more than one level, each level defining and 
complicating the others. 
 
Well, that’s what the book of Hosea is – a multi-layered story taking us deep into 
the heart of God. 
 
The levels of this story? 
 

1. The story of a man loving a woman who doesn’t love him back, and who 
constantly shames him. 

2. The story of a people (Israel) who do not love their God (The One, True 
God), Who does love them. 

3. The story of a world which does not love the One who created them. 
4. The story of a slave in a marketplace, bought back from slavery. 
5. The story of miracles  -  

 The woman learns to love the man… 

 The nation learns to love their God… 

 The world learns to love their Creator… 

 The slave is set free…only to beg for the right to remain a slave for 
eternity. 

6. The story of me. 
 
The story of Hosea is a story of people who are “Living for the Weekend”, or, 

“Living Just For My Own Happiness”.  But more than that, it’s a story of the Lord 

God, Who deeply loves these people, and knows they are actually “Living in 

Slavery”. 

 

Questions: 

1. (:1)  Who is the “me”? 

It’s Hosea.  God is directing him again. 
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2. (:1)  Who is the “woman”? 

 
Gomer. 

 

 

3. (:1)  What does the Lord ask Hosea to do?  And why? 

Gomer is on the auction block.  She is being sold by her current lover – sold for 

whatever he can get out of her, because she is worth nothing to him any more. 

 

Hosea is being asked to go bid for her at auction.  To buy back what was his to 

begin with.  And then to live with her and love her once again. 

 

4. (:2)  What transaction is taking place here?  How much did Hosea have to 

pay to purchase back his wife? 

Gomer is just a piece of furniture at this point.  She is being sold like an old 
couch.  Hosea pays 15 shekels of silver for her, and one and one-half 
measurements of barley.   
 

5. (:3)  What were the terms of Hosea’s purchase?  What did Gomer have to 

agree to? 

Hosea tells her she must commit herself fully to him, to their children, to their 

marriage.  No more running away.  No more lovers.   

 

6. (:4&5)  How is this purchase a picture of the future of Israel? 

 
Here’s the scene at the end of the Last 7 Years:  Jewish people who have been 

rebelling against the truth of Jesus are all gathered in masse as they see the Two 

Witnesses first killed, then lie dead in the street of Jerusalem for three and a half 

days, then miraculously come back to life and be lifted into heaven!  These 

Jewish people have resisted believing in Jesus or giving glory to Him for the 

whole Last 7 Years, but now:   
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“In that same hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell.  In 

the earthquake seven thousand people were killed, and the rest were afraid 

and gave glory to the God of heaven.”  Revelation 11:13 

 

The price for Israel was paid on the cross in 33 AD.  But Israel still, today, hasn’t 

agreed to the terms:  total commitment to the One, True God…give up all your 

lovers….accept the gift from your God. 

 

Hosea 3:4&5 promises us, and them, that someday, after many years of being 

ruled by human kings, Israel will accept that purchase price and be married to 

their Lord – to Jesus – once and for all – for eternity. 

 
 

Application:   

 
7. How is this purchase a picture of the future of the world? 

All peoples of the world also have had the purchase price paid for them – and 

they are offered the chance to believe in Jesus and be set free.  They get to 

make that choice.  They don’t have to…but they are offered the chance. 

 

8. How is this purchase a picture of you? 

You and I also have had the purchase price paid for us.  We are slaves on the 

auction block.  We cannot save ourselves.  We are offered the chance to believe 

in Jesus, accept His gift of paying for our sins, and be set free.  We get to make 

that choice, but God will not force us to.  We choose. 

 

 

The rest of the book of Hosea scans over the tumultuous relationship of the 

people of Israel to their God.  There are verses in these next 11 chapters which 

will break your heart as you see in overview the agony the Lord has gone 

through over the last 4,000 years as He has chosen Israel, loved Israel, paid the 

price to free Israel from their sin, and then now, today, still waits for Israel to 

come back to Him. 
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In chapters 4& 5 we are told that the unbelieving condition of Israel can be 

blamed on many things:  on their culture, on their prophets who don’t proclaim 

the truth, on their priests who cheat and steal, on their political rulers, on their 

prosperous economy, and on the idolatrous nations which surround them. 

 

And then in chapter 6:1-3 we see that no matter who is at fault, Israel simply 

needs to repent of their sin – no more blame, no more excuses.  Israel must be 

heartbroken over how they have treated their God. 

 

“Come, let us return to the Lord, for He has torn, but He will heal us; He has 

stricken, but He will bind us up.  After two days He will revive us; on the third day 

He will raise us up, that we may live in His sight.  Let us know, let us pursue the 

knowledge of the Lord.  His going forth is established as the morning; He will 

come to us like the rain.  Like the latter and former rain to the earth.” Hosea 6:1-3 

 

And we see that God wants to show mercy – He longs to! 

 

“For I desire mercy and not sacrifice, and the knowledge of God more than burnt 

offerings.”  Hosea 6:6 

 

But in chapters 7-13 we see the back-and-forth relationship of the Lord and His 

people.  First they are sorry for their sins…then they swing back sin and 

rebellion…then they search for Him because life has gotten so hard…then they 

long for the sin they had turned away from.  Just like Gomer, the nation of Israel 

wanted ease and comfort and happiness, but didn’t really love and want their 

God.   

 

Just listen to the grieving heart of God: 

 

“Though I redeemed them, yet they have spoken lies against Me.”  Hosea 7:13b 

 

“Though I disciplined and strengthened their arms, yet they devise evil against 

Me; They return, but not to the Most High;”  Hosea 7:15 

 

“For Israel has forgotten his Maker, and has built temples.”  Hosea 8:14 

 

“My God shall cast them away, because they did not obey Him; and they shall be 

wanderers among the nations.”  Hosea 9:17 
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“They shall say to the mountains, ‘Cover us!’ and to the hills, ‘Fall on us!’”  Hosea 

10:8b 

 

“When it is my desire, I will chasten them!”  Hosea 10:10 

 

“Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap in mercy; break up your fallow ground, 

for it is time to seek the Lord, till He comes and rains righteousness on you.”  

Hosea 10:12 

 

“At dawn the King of Israel shall be cut off utterly.”  Hosea 10:15 

 

“I taught Ephraim to walk, taking them by their arms; but they did not know that I 

helped them.  I drew them with gentle cords, with bands of love, and I was to 

them as those who take the yoke from their neck.  I stooped and fed them.  

Hosea 11:3&4 

 

“My people are bent on backsliding from Me.  Though they call to the Most High, 

none at all exalt Him.”  Hosea 11:7 

 

“How can I give you up, Ephraim?  How can I hand you over, Israel?...My heart 

churns within Me, My sympathy is stirred.”  Hosea 11:8 

 

“They shall walk after the Lord.  He will roar like a lion.  When He roars, then His 

sons shall come trembling from the west; they shall come trebling like a bird from 

Egypt, like a dove from the land of Assyria.”  Hosea 11:10&11 

 

“For there is no Savior besides Me.”  Hosea 13:4 

 

“O Israiel, you are destroyed, but your help is from Me.  I will be your King.”  

Hosea 13:9&10 

 

 

But through all the years and heartache and humiliation, the One, True God has 

not given up on the people He called to be His own – the people who have 

decided to “Live for the Weekend”.   

 

http://www.kathleendalton.com/


Hosea Bible Study 
Living for the Weekend 

www.kathleendalton.com 
 

 

 

Sometime in our future, finally, when the Lord Jesus is about to return to earth (at 

the end of the Last 7 Years), Israel the nation will return to God, to Jesus, broken 

and ready to give up all her other lovers, just like Gomer finally loved and lived 

with Hosea. 

 

And how does she return?  How does she see what she has done through the 

years, get past her shame and guilt, and return? 

 

“Take words with you.  And return to the Lord.  Say to Him, ‘Take away all 

iniquity; receive us graciously, for we will offer the sacrifice of our lips”.  Hosea 

14:2 

 

Not by trying to prove herself with good deeds.  Not by trying to find a Savior 

other than Jesus.  Not by making up for all she has done wrong. 

 

But simply with words.  Words of faith.  Words which say:  “Please take away my 

sin.  I cannot get rid of it on my own.  Please accept me and love me.  I’ve got no 

strength, no beauty to offer you in response to all You have done, and all the 

patience You have shown.  All I have to offer you is my words.” 

 

And, joyously, He accepts them.   

 

“In that day, a fountain shall be opened for the house of David and for the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and uncleanness.”  Zechariah 13:1 

 

And when Israel embraces her Savior, countless people the world over will also 

respond with faith in the One, True God!   

 

“Thus says the Lord of hosts:  Peoples shall yet come, inhabitants of many cities; 

the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying,  ‘Let us continue to go and 

pray before the Lord, and seek the Lord of hosts.  I myself will go also.’  Yes, 

many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the Lord of Hosts in 

Jerusalem, and to pray before the Lord.”  Zechariah 8:20-22 

 

What a glorious ending for a people who once were “Living for the Weekend”! 
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