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Hosea Chapter 1:1-3 - Answers 
  

The Jews were divided into two kingdoms (nations) during the time of Hosea.  
The Southern Kingdom was called Judah.  The Northern Kingdom was called 
Israel.   
 
Hosea preached mostly to the Northern Kingdom, Israel.  But the Southern 
Kingdom, Judah, also heard his words. 

 
1. (:1)  Who were the kings of Judah during the time Hosea was preaching? 

1) Uzziah   

2) Jotham  

3) Ahaz   

4) Hezekiah  

      Who was the king of Israel during this same time? 

1)    Jeroboam 

 

2. .   (:2)   When Hosea went to God to find out what to preach, what did God  
tell him? 

 
Notice in verse 2 that first the Lord called Hosea to preach, then Hosea began to 
preach, and then, while Hosea was actively obeying the call of God to preach, 
then, the Lord gave him this special message…this special job to do for Him. 
 
My point?  Do we want to do great things for God?  Start.  Start doing what you 
can where you can, and see what God says to do next.  If you want to be a 
missionary on a foreign field, start witnessing to people now wherever you are.  If 
you want to go to Bible School to be a Pastor, start shepherding and caring for 
people and teaching the Word now wherever you are.  God will lead you to the 
next step in His time.  But nothing is stopping you from serving immediately. 
 
Are you in a hospital bed, thinking you are unable to do anything for the Lord?  
You are mistaken.  Start now talking to other patients and hospital staff and 
anyone who comes to visit you.  Tell them what you are learning from the Lord.  
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Tell them of how you came to know Jesus years or months or days ago.  Pray for 
them and pray with them.  Start now.  God will take care of the future. 
 
So…what did the Lord tell Hosea, his obedient preacher, to do?  Go find a 
woman who is a prostitute, marry her, and have children. 
 
Say what? 

 

3.    (:2)  What in the world was God thinking? 

God wanted to give Northern Israel, Hosea’s mission field, an object lesson.  He 

wanted the people in Hosea’s life to watch him marry a prostitute, love her, care 

for her and have children with her.  He wanted Hosea’s world to see that there is 

such a thing as a love which knows no bounds.  He wanted Hosea’s mission field 

to make the connection between Hosea’s love for this sinful woman, and God’s 

own love for His sinful chosen people. 

 

There is some hint here that the children born to Hosea and the prostitute might 

not even be Hosea’s children.  Perhaps they will be children born to Hosea and 

his wife while she was playing around with another man…or many men. 

 

What kind of heartache was Hosea in for?  And why would the Lord ask any of 

His faithful servants to do things which would hurt them or even kill them? 

 

Romans 9:20&21 says “But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God?  

Will the thing formed say to Him who formed it, “Why have you made me thus?” 

Does not the potter have power over the clay, from the same lump to make one 

vessel for honor and another for dishonor?”   

 

Even though we will see the reasons for God’s request of Hosea, the fact still is:  

Hosea knew that God was the potter and he was the clay.  If God wanted him to 

have a less than stellar reputation, or if God wanted people to look down on him, 

or if God wanted Hosea to make many enemies…that was God’s prerogative!  

Hosea was the servant. 

4. (:3)  Did Hosea obey God?  What was the woman’s name? 

Hosea obeyed.  Her name was Gomer.  Was she beautiful?  Did she love him?  

Was he just a way out of a bad situation for her?  Did she marry him just to use 

him?   We don’t know exact answers to these questions.  But our hearts still hurt 
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for Hosea, because we can read ahead and see that she eventually leaves him 

for other lovers and ends up on a slave block, being auctioned to the highest 

bidder.  The request God makes of Hosea then will make the hair stand up on 

the back of your neck! 

 
5. (:3)  Why would Hosea have obeyed such a strange and difficult message 

from God?  How do you think Hosea felt? 

If Hosea struggled with this obedience, we are never told about it.  We just seem 
him go forward, taking God’s Words and giving them their rightful place in his life.  
He does what God asks him to do.  How did he feel?  He probably was a little 
overwhelmed, but full of trust in His God.  He didn’t know everything that was 
coming, but he knew God did. 
 

6. Can you think of any other times in the Old Testament when God asked 

people to do very strange or extremely difficult things? 

Well, yes.  How about when God asked Abraham to sacrifice his only son, Isaac, 

on an altar in the wilderness?  (Genesis 22)  Or when God asked Daniel to open 

his windows and pray, knowing full well it would mean he would be thrown into a 

den of hungry lions?  (Daniel 6)  Or when God told David he would be King of 

Israel, and then let him be pursued as if he was a common thief  - for years?  (I 

Samuel 16-24) 

 

All of these, and many more, are examples of the fact that God’s ways are not 

always our ways, and His thoughts are not always our thoughts.  (Isaiah 55:8) 

We don’t ask God to conform to us…we commit ourselves to follow and trust Him 

and conform to Him…no matter how difficult it might be.  We are the servants. 

 

Application Questions: 

7. Why is God sometimes difficult to understand?   

He is God.  We can’t expect to fully understand God.  In fact, we can expect Him 

to be a mystery much of the time. 
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8. Why do we have such a desire to know God when He seems so un-

knowable at times? 

Because God made us with an inborn desire to know Him, love Him, and be 

loved by Him.  It’s like a thirst within us that won’t be satisfied with anything but 

Him…even though we spend a good deal of our lives trying to quench that thirst 

with everything but Him. 

 

 

9. The title of this study is “Living for the Weekend” – a description of the 

people Hosea was preaching to.  They wanted their fun and times of 

relaxation, but didn’t want to give much serious thought to God.  Do you 

think any of us in our time could also be described as “Living for the 

Weekend”? 

Simple answer to that one, right?  Yes!  We don’t realize the joys and fulfillment 

we are missing by focusing our desires on the wrong things.   

 
 

10.   Why do people want to “Live for the Weekend”, and not give too much 

serious thought to God? 

 
We inherited a sin nature from Adam and Eve.  Our sin nature does not want to 
do things God’s way, at all.  Our sin nature wants to ignore God but still receive 
all His blessings.  That eventually catches up with us. 
 

 
11.  If you wanted someone you loved to realize the amazingness of God, but 

were having trouble getting through to them because they were “Living for 

the Weekend”, can you think of a way you might try to get their attention? 

God was getting the attention of the people of Northern Israel by giving them a 

prophet who would live out a horrendous personal tragedy in front of them.  Is 

there anyone you love enough to do the same for them…if God would ask you 

to? 
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12.  What was God’s choice for getting their attention in 700 BC? 

Hosea, a young prophet, marrying and loving a prostitute, marrying her, and 

showing his world (and ours) what the love of God really looks like. 
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