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Who? What? When? Where? Why? 
Introduction to Jonah and Nahum – Discussion Notes 

 
     The first person I ever witnessed to was my sister, Barbara.  
 
      I asked Jesus to be my Savior in the spring of 1965.  I remember sitting in a 
little Baptist church in Tucson, Arizona, realizing, for what seemed like the first 
time in my life, that Jesus had died for me.  Not just for the world, but actually for 
me.  My world was rocked.  The only response I could think of was to thank Him, 
and then offer Him back my life, telling Him He could do whatever He wanted to 
do with me for the rest of my life.  I was seventeen.   
 
     The very next thing I thought of was that I wasn’t sure whether or not my 
younger sister – she was sixteen -  knew this amazing thing about Jesus.  The 
Lord was very clearly giving me a huge urging to share the Gospel with her. 
 
     I was the perfect picture of conflicting emotions.   You see, Barb and I were 
not exactly good friends.  In fact, I had spent most of my life trying to make her 
feel unimportant because I was jealous of her.  She was blond; I was plain old 
brunette.  She was thin; I fought a losing battle with the bulge.  She was fun and 
carefree; I was serious.  She could whine and get what she wanted; I never 
asked for anything and wanted to depend only on myself.  We were different and 
I didn’t trust her…I don’t think she trusted me, either.  Oil and water. 
 
     So – now I was a believer in Jesus Christ, and I was supposed to invite her to 
my new church?  Introduce her to my new friends?  Watch her be the life of the 
party in the middle of my new world?  Nope.  Didn’t want to do it. 
      
 

1. Jonah 1:1&2  Who? 

 Who is the principal character in this book? 
Jonah, the son of Amittai.  Just from that little bit of info we can research a 
few more things about Jonah.  Jonah is mentioned in a few other places in 
scripture: 

1) II Kings 14:25.  Here we see the time in which Jonah 
ministered (more about that when we get to the “when” 
question), and we see that he was from the town of Gath-
hepher. (more about that when we get to the “where” 
question).   From this verse we also see that Jonah was used 
of God to predict the victory King Jeroboam would have when 
he captured back some land which had been stolen by 
Damascus. 
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2) Matthew 12:39-41.  Jesus used the life of Jonah as an 
illustration of how evil Jesus’ generation was.  In doing so, 
Jesus verified the truth of the story of Jonah. 

3) Matthew 16:4.  In another place where Jesus referred to the 
life of Jonah He made it clear that Jonah’s experience in the 
belly of the whale was for more than one purpose.  It was not 
just to get Jonah to obey, but it was also to be a picture of an 
even greater prophet who would someday be three and one-
half days in “death”, and then miraculously brought back to 
life.  That greater prophet was, of course, Jesus.  Jonah’s 
three and one-half days in the belly of the whale were a mirror 
image of Jesus’ three and one-half days in the grave. 

4) Luke 11:29-32.  Again, Jonah is used by Jesus as a lesson for 
His generation.   

 Who wrote the book? 
The book does not state who the author is, but tradition has said Jonah 
himself wrote it. 
 

 Who thought up the book? 
This is important.  Even though a real flesh-and-blood person wrote the 
book, it is part of the Bible, so we know God Himself decided, word-for-
word, what would be in it.  “All scripture is inspired by God…”  II Timothy 
3:16.  Nothing in the book of Jonah is accidentally there. 
 

 Who made sure the book got into our hands? 
God Himself.  Treat this book with care, for the Lord had many 
generations of faithful believers who were willing to even give their lives so 
that God’s Words would be preserved for each successive wave of 
children and grandchildren. 
 

 Who is Jonah’s message supposed to be directed to? 
From verse two we see that Jonah was told by God to go to a specific city, 
Ninevah.  The people of that city had been chosen by God to hear the 
truth from the lips of a prophet of God. 

 
 

2. Jonah 1:1 What? 

 What about this story is true? 
We know this is a true story, not just a parable or an allegory, for two 
reasons:   

1) because Jesus, in His ministry on earth, referred to Jonah as a 
real, flesh-and-blood person (Matthew 12:39-41),   

 

http://www.kathleendalton.com/


“We Live in the Time of Jonah…But Nahum is Coming” 
A Chapter-by-Chapter Study of the books of Jonah and Nahum 

www.kathleendalton.com 

 

 

2) and, Jonah is mentioned in the book of II Kings as a prophet of 
God.  (II Kings 14:25 

 

 What happened? 
Just to summarize the first two verses of this book, God comes to Jonah 
with a directive: “Go to Ninevah and preach about Me there.” 
 

 What is the context of this story? 
It helps to ask this question because so far the whole story line seems pretty 
cut and dried.  What would be the big deal about someone who is already a 
prophet of God going to another place in the world and doing what he 
already knows how to do – tell about God? 
 
But there is more to the story.  Ninevah was the capital of Assyria.  The 
Assyrians were a wicked and terrifying people.  They did incredibly cruel 
and even unspeakable things to the people they conquered.  They were 
mean and degrading and hated throughout the known world.  In Jonah’s 
time they were the biggest threat to the security of Jonah’s country, Israel.  
At any time they could gather their armies together and walk through Israel, 
destroying, killing, raping, burning – and there was every reason to think 
they would do it in Jonah’s lifetime. 
 
Now – doesn’t that muddy the waters a little?  God’s command to Jonah 
was not so simple, was it? 
 

 What should I learn from this story? 
Obviously, we’ll know more about what we should learn once we walk our 
way through the whole book, but, even with only two verses under our belts, 
we can know this:  If God thought this book was important enough to include 
it in the Bible, there is something each of us needs to learn and, even more, 
obey, as we read it.  Our prayer as we begin has to be –“Lord, open my 
eyes to how You want me to change as I read this book.” 

 
 

 What is this book’s place in the whole picture of the Bible? 
Literally everything in the Bible points to Jesus.  Jonah didn’t know the 
whole picture about the Messiah named Jesus Who would someday come 
into the world, but he knew a little.  And the little he knew he preached in 
Ninevah, and heathens there needed that message as much as you and I 
ever needed it.  Jonah is simply one more piece of the puzzle, which, when 
fitted all together, shows the  tender hand of God reaching out to the people 
He loves. 
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 What should I know about the people of Ninevah? 
 
Nahum, whose book we will study after Jonah, also prophesied to the 
Ninevites.  He described them in this way:  “..plot evil against the Lord…” 
(1:11), “city of blood, full of lies….never without victims” (3:1), “enslaved 
nations by her prostitution, and peoples by her witchcraft” (3:4), “…they strip 
the land and then fly away.” (3:16), “who has not felt your endless cruelty?” 
(3:19).  
 
Ninevah would be your worst nightmare.  They would be the ones you avoid 
at all costs.  They would be the dark shadows who lurk on downtown streets 
in gangs, ready to steal a wallet or slit a throat.  Let’s not romanticize them.  
You and I today, if we had an ounce of sense,  would run as fast as we 
could away from them. 
 
 

3. Jonah 1:1&2  When? 

 When does this story take place? 
Remember, we saw in II Kings 14:25 that Jonah ministered at the time of King 
Jeroboam in Northern Israel.  Actually, there were two King Jeroboams.  The 
first one ruled the Northern Kingdom of Israel in about 930 BC.  But the one 
who lived during the time of Jonah was the second Jeroboam – he ruled also 
in the northern kingdom, about 780 BC.   
 
The people of Ninevah repented and believed in God at the end of this book!  
But 100 years later, when Nahum again prophesied to them, the following 
generations of Ninevites were right back to their old, evil ways again.   
 
It helps me to remember that no matter what great and mighty things we do 
for God, history is still going to keep going – evil is still going to have many 
victories – until the time Jesus returns again.  Why is that a help to me?  It 
keeps me from thinking that this world is what I am living for. 
 
 

4. Jonah 1:2  Where? 

 Where does this story take place? 
We’ve already mentioned the northern Kingdom of Israel.  Jonah was a 
prophet of God in the northern Kingdom.  He didn’t minister in Jerusalem 
where the true kings of Israel reigned.  He lived in the northern kingdom, and 
spoke the truths of God in the northern kingdom, which in itself must have 
been a hard life, since the northern kingdom was pretty sinful itself in its 
rebellion against God’s plan to make Jerusalem His capital. 
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Jonah lived in Gath-hepher, which is located in northern Israel, north-east of 
present-day Nazareth.   
 
Ninevah was about 500 miles away from the northern boundary of Israel –
directly to the northeast. 
 

5. Jonah 1:2  Why? 

 Why does this story happen? 
Because The Lord decides to ask His prophet to go to Ninevah. 
 

 Why should I care about this story? 
Because God also asks us to do things.   

 
6. Nahum 1:1  Who?  What?  When?  Where?  Why? 

 
From this first verse in Nahum we learn a couple of things: 

a. Nahum is also preaching to Ninevah 
b. Nahum is the author. 
c. Nahum is a prophet of God 
d. Nahum is an Elkoshite – probably indicating his ancestry. 
e. From history, we know that Nahum preached to Ninevah about 100 years 

after Jonah did.  Also from history we know that at the time Nahum 
preached, Ninevah was in its prime.  Nahum was probably laughed at for 
his predictions.  There would have been very few people who believed 
Ninevah could ever have an enemy strong enough to destroy them.  
Ninevah did not repent at the time of Nahum’s prophecies, and all of 
Nahum’s prophecies came true. 

f. Why did Ninevah need another prophet?  Why didn’t their repentance in 
the time of Jonah protect them?  It is said that God has no grandchildren.  
Meaning?  Every generation has to come to their knees in repentance and 
faith in Him.  No generation inherits eternal life from their parents.   

 
 
 
APPLICATION QUESTIONS: 

7. Can you think of a time when you were very sure God was telling you to speak to 
someone about Him?   

8. Did you do it? 
9. How did that person respond? 
10. Were you glad you did it? 
11. How would you do it differently next time? 
12. If you didn’t do it, why not?  How did you feel when you decided not to speak?  

Did you go back and try to do it another time? 
13. Have you ever felt like a total failure when you tried to be a witness? 
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14. How did you feel about the person you tried to witness to? 
15. If you have never, ever had a chance to speak about Jesus to anyone, how do 

you feel about that? 
 
     The pressure from God was so great on me to share my faith with Barbara that I 
could actually feel it.  Even though I was just learning about knowing and following the 
will of the Lord I knew one thing – when God wants you to do something there is no 
avoiding it. 
 
     I grudgingly invited her to church, and, just as I feared, she was well-liked by all my 
new friends.  The jealousy in me was growing.  I watched her laugh and make jokes 
with my youth group and I despaired.  Why, Jesus, would you give me this wonderful 
new life and then yank it away from me? 
 
     I drove and she didn’t, so I was her transportation to and from church.  One Sunday 
night as we pulled into our driveway I knew this was the time to talk to her about Jesus.  
I still didn’t want to…but I knew I just had to.  I asked her if she wanted to ask Jesus to 
be her Savior, knowing that once I got this over with I could stop feeling guilty and could 
get on with life.   
 
     I still remember her answer.  I can still see the dashboard of our car and the 
blackness of the night outside.  I can still feel the shock to my body as she whispered 
“yes”.  In an instant of time I became someone else.  I looked at Barb and realized I 
loved her.  I bowed my head and prayed with her as she gave her life to Jesus, and I 
sensed an unusual feeling inside of me where all that hate and jealousy had been.  The 
jealousy and distrust were simply gone.  In their place was a desire to protect and love 
her which has not faded in over fifty years. 
 
     Why was the book of Jonah given to us by God?  I think it was just so we would 
know there have always been weak and selfish people like us, given impossible jobs to 
do by God.  
 
Why was the book of Nahum given to us by God?  For urgency.  So we would know the 
time of mercy doesn’t last forever. 
 

http://www.kathleendalton.com/

