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Chapter 50 - Answers 
 

1. :1-3  How long did the whole nation mourn for Jacob?  Why would they 

have mourned so long for someone who was a “newcomer” to Egypt?  

(he had only lived there 17 years  47:28) 

 

Everyone – the Egyptians included – mourned for Jacob 70 days.  Only 40 

days were required, but the mourning went on for another month after the 

typical mourning time in Egypt.  Why?  I think this is a testimony to the 

great respect and awe the people of Egypt had for Joseph, Jacob’s son.  

This tells us that even 17 years after the famine Joseph still had a position 

of great power in Egypt.   

 

2. :4-6  Where did Joseph want to bury his father?  Why was Pharoah 

willing to let him go? 

 

Joseph wanted to travel back to the land of Canaan in order to bury his 

father Jacob in the place he had wanted to be buried – the cave Abraham 

purchased to bury Sarah in.  This was the family burial plot.   

 

Pharoah would have been willing to let him go because he totally honored and 

trusted Joseph.   We might note here that years later when the people of 

Israel – Joseph’s family – wanted to leave Egypt, the Pharoah of that time 

would not let them go.   

 

 

3. :7-11  Who was included in the group which traveled to bury Jacob?  

Why did so many Egyptians go, too? 

 

Joseph, his brothers, and a great entourage of Egyptian officials.  This was 

a funeral for a prince and a king.  Great honor is being shown by the 

Egyptians to the father of their beloved Joseph. 
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4. :12-14  Why did they all return to Egypt after burying Jacob?  Wasn’t 

the famine over? 

 

So I can’t help asking: should Joseph have taken all his family back to Canaan 

at this time, buried Jacob, and then stayed in the promised land?  The 

famine was over.  They could find a way to live there again.   

 

The answer:  it wasn’t God time.  Remember back in Genesis 15, when the 

Lord made that uni-lateral covenant with Abraham, involving animals cut in 

two, and a burning torch?  The Lord told Abraham then:  “Know certainly 

that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will 

serve them, and they will afflict them 400 years.”  (Genesis 15:13) 

 

The Lord knew, even back in the day of Abraham, that the family of Jacob 

and Joseph would live in Egypt for 400 years.   

 

So, in Genesis 50, when Joseph traveled to bury his father, Jacob, back in 

Canaan, it simply wasn’t time for Israel to leave Egypt.   

 

Joseph and all his family went back to Egypt after burying Jacob, and lived 

there the rest of their lives – and for 400 years.   

 

5. :15-21  It looks like Joseph is now the head of the family.  What are 

the other brothers suddenly afraid of?  How does Joseph reassure 

them? 

 

The brothers are wondering if the good will Joseph has shown to them was 

all about their father, Jacob.  And now that he was gone they are afraid – 

perhaps now Joseph will take his revenge.  That’s exactly what anyone in 

their culture would have done.  And they are probably men who, themselves, 

would have thought about taking revenge right now if they were in Joseph’s 

shoes.   

 

They still don’t understand God’s way of thinking.  They still don’t realize 

that Joseph was fundamentally changed while in prison 13 years.  They don’t  
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get it that Joseph no longer thinks like the culture around him.  He has 

spent so much time with God that he is beginning to think like God. 

 

So what does Joseph tell them?  “…as for you, you meant evil against me; but 

God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save 

many people alive.” 

 

You see, brothers?  I know evil was in your hearts.  But I am convinced of 

something more important than your evil.  I am convinced that God wanted to 

save all of our lives and He orchestrated all of this.   

 

He made me the favored son of Rachel, knowing you would be jealous.  He 

gave me those dreams at just that time knowing your jealousy would turn to 

rage.  He had my father send me out to find you knowing you would act on 

your rage that day.  He kept you from killing me.  He brought along that 

Egyptian caravan at just the right moment, and gave you the idea to sell me 

to them, despite my terror-filled pleas.  He blessed me even in Potiphar’s 

house and then in a dungeon.  He gave me the ability to interpret dreams 

while in that dungeon. He came to me and taught me and soothed my spirit in 

that dungeon….He taught me all about Himself and His ways.  He gave the 

troubling dreams to Pharoah.  He reminded the butler of my ability to 

interpret dreams – at just the right time.  He changed the heart of Pharoah 

to trust a prisoner with the fortunes of his entire country. 

 

You see, brothers?  I am looking at this from God’s perspective now.  You’ve 

admitted your sin to God, you’ve repented, and He has forgiven you, and I 

have forgiven you.   So, do not be afraid.   

 

6. :22  How long did Joseph live? 

 

Joseph was 110 when he died.   

 He was 13 when sold into slavery 

 He was 30 when he became 2nd in command in Egypt 

 He was about 40 when he moved his family to Egypt 

 He was about 57 when Jacob died. 
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7. :23  Would you say Joseph lived a good, fulfilling life? 

 

Yes, I would say that.  He had a wonderful walk with God, a wife, 2 healthy 

sons, a huge extended family, a job with much responsibility and honor, a 

fantastic palace in which to live.   

 

8. :24-26  From these verses, what do you think Joseph still wanted out 

of life, but never got? 

 

But what Joseph always wanted was to go back home.  He never got to go 

back home while he was alive.  Home was the land God had given to their 

family.  Home was where the future lay for the whole clan…Joseph knew 

it…but he just couldn’t get his family back there in his lifetime. 

 

But he knew God would get them back.  God would be sure the promises He 

had made would be fulfilled.  So, trusting that God would make this happen, 

he made his family promise that when the time came that God would get 

them back to Canaan, they would take his bones with them and properly bury 

them in the cave of the Patriarchs. 

 

The next chapter to read in order to follow the history of the family of 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob – is Exodus Chapter 1.   It’s the story of how the 

family got back to Canaan.  It has its ups and downs, but they get back. 

 

Exodus 1 takes place about 400 years after the family of Jacob moves to 

Egypt.  They came to Egypt as highly valued people – the beloved family of 

the great man of Egypt- Joseph.  But 400 years later….. 
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