
“In the Beginning, God…..” 

A Verse-by-Verse Study of the Book of Genesis 
www.kathleendalton.com 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 49 - 

Answers 
Blessings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. :1&2  Picture Jacob and his 12 sons sitting around a table.  Who is 

sitting there?  Can you name them?  
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The blessings Jacob gives to each of his 12 sons at this table are not mere 

good wishes and hopes for the future.  They are actually a heavenly mixture 

of wisdom (speaking what each man was truly like in his character) and 

prophecy (special knowledge directly from God about what the future held 

for each man and his descendants).  God spoke to Jacob….and Jacob spoke to 

his 12 sons.  These “blessings” all came true in the future lives of the 12 

tribes of Israel. 

 
2. :3-28  In these verses Jacob gives a different blessing to each of his 

12 sons.  Can you figure out what each of these blessings mean? 

 

a. :3&4  Reuben   

 

Reuben was Jacob’s first-born.  Because of that, Reuben 

would of course expect to receive 2 things: 

 1.  A double portion of whatever prosperity Jacob 

would be bestowing on all his sons.  In other words, 

since Jacob has 12 sons, he would split up his 

wealth into 13 portions, every son would receive 

one equal portion, but the first-born would receive 

2 of those portions. 

 2.  Leadership of the whole tribe would be his. 

 

That was what Reuben probably expected at this almost holy moment – when 

his father was going to pass from this life and leave all his worldly 

possessions, authority, promises from God, hopes and dreams to his 12 sons. 

 

But….that is not what happened. 

 

Here’s why:  In Genesis 35:22 we read “And it happened, when Israel 

(Jacob) dwelt in that land, that Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his father’s 

concubine; and Israel (Jacob) heard about it.” 

 

Many years before this day of Jacob’s death, Reuben had committed an 

atrocious and sickening sin.  The record of this horrible act is only one verse 

– very easy to just read over and not realize the magnitude of what Reuben 
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did.  He had sexual relations with his father’s concubine – Bilhah – who had 

been Rachel’s handmaiden and was also the mother of 2 of Reuben’s half-

brothers, Dan and Naphtali. 

 

What Reuben did was unspeakably dishonoring to his father, Jacob, and was 

also a threat and a direct challenge to the authority of his father.  It was 

also a challenge to the authority of God.   

 

The one verse which reveals this deed to us tells us Jacob found out about 

it, but doesn’t tell us any more.  What did Jacob do about it?  Did any of the 

other brothers know?  Did Reuben ever repent?  We know nothing else of 

this incident until we get to today’s chapter – Genesis 49 – and then we see 

that old Jacob certainly had not forgotten what Reuben did.  And God had 

not forgotten either. 

 

Even though Reuben had been one of the brothers who tried to save Joseph 

from death (Genesis 37:22), and even though he had offered his own sons’ 

lives as surety so that the brothers could go back to Egypt and get Simeon 

out of his bonds (Genesis 42:37), still this horrible sin Reuben committed 

years before brought immeasurable damage to him and all of his future 

descendants. 

 

Jacob brings down the hammer.  Reuben is unstable.  He will not be the 

future leader of the tribe.  Reuben will not excel.  He will not receive the 

double portion.   

 

The future Reubenites survived through the Old Testament – but did not 

thrive.  They were few and feeble.  (Deuteronomy 33:6).  The picture on the 

banner of Reuben is water – his tribe is forever known as being unstable as 

water.   

 

The birthright (the double portion) was given instead to the 2 sons of 

Joseph – Ephraim and Manasseh.  (I Chronicles 5:1&2).   

 

The leadership was given to Judah  (I Chronicles 5:1&2) 
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What is the lesson to be learned from Reuben?  Some things bear scars for 

the rest of your natural life…even though you may be forgiven.  And some 

things pass those scars on to your children, grandchildren and on and on. 

 

 

b. :5-7  Simeon and Levi 

 

Two brothers who also committed an atrocious act.  But 

the outcome is a little different than that of Reuben.   

 

You remember the story.  In Genesis 34 an idol-

worshipper named Schechem falls in love with, and 

sleeps with, Jacob’s only daughter, Dinah.  Dinah was 

also the full-sister of Simeon and Levi.  When Simeon 

and Levi hear of what Schechem has done, they take 

cruel vengeance on him and on his whole clan.  They kill 

them mercilessly.  (Genesis 34;25) 

 

Their “blessing” from their dying father?  They will be scattered in the 

Promised Land.  They will not have land of their own. 

 

Levi’s tribe becomes the caretakers of the temple 

and the tribe of priests who minister to the Lord on 

behalf of the people.  As such, they never inherit land 

like the rest of the tribes. (Joshua 13:13) 

 

Simeon did receive a plot of land for his tribe, but 

because he was so weak, he was given his land in the 

middle of the land of Judah (Joshua 19:9) – and 

eventually the tribe of Simeon simply never controlled 

their own land at all. 
  

The picture on Simeon’s banner is one of two crossed swords – a man of war 

and cruelty.   
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The picture on Levi’s banner is of the 12 jewels representing the 12 tribes – 

whom he carried on his heart as he ministered to the Lord in the temple. 

 

So…why does Reuben’s tribe have to be “unstable as water” for the rest of 

their history….and the tribe of Simeon simply fade into seeming nothingness,  

forever labeled as a cruel people….but the tribe of Levi get to be the priests 

of Israel? 

 

I’m pretty sure it has to do with the grace of God and faith.  It looks like 

future generations don’t have to remain the losers their parents were.  It’s a 

faith choice…and that choice can turn the curses of sin around.  They can 

reach out to God in faith and ask to be changed from the people they are to 

the people God always wanted them to be.   
   

 

c. :8-12  Judah 

 

Judah protected Joseph as much as he could.(Genesis 

37:26 and 44:18).  But he also nearly killed his 

daughter-in-law in righteous indignation when the sin 

was actually his.  (Genesis 38:26)  He was a leader for 

the 12 sons of Jacob, but he was not a perfect man by 

any means. 

 

So what was his blessing from his father Jacob?  He 

was the one in whom the seed of the Messiah was 

safely protected, and he would pass on that seed to 

his son and his son would pass it on to his son, 

etc….until someday King David would be born in his tribe, and eventually, the 

Messiah would be born, inheriting the right to be the King of Israel…and 

King of the world. 

 

Obviously this blessing was not based on the goodness of Judah.  It was 

purely the choice of God.  God let Jacob know the seed of the Messiah was 

already in Judah – and he let Jacob know that that seed would keep passing 
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on safely until it reached the day when it was time for the Messiah to 

appear. 

 

Judah is given the leadership of the 12 tribes, forfeited by Reuben.  And he 

is given the blessing of a large a prosperous tribe.  And he is given the 

blessing of future kings coming only from his tribe.  And he is told the 

Savior of the World will come from his family. 

 

The symbol on Judah’s banner is that of a lion – the king of animals.  Judah 

didn’t deserve the honor of having the Messiah/King come from him – there 

is no way any sinful man could ever deserve this honor.  If there ever was a 

picture of the grace of God, Judah is it.  (Ephesians 2:8&9) 
 
 

 

d. :13  Zebulun 

 

 We know very little about several of the 12 brothers 

– Zebulun is one of those.   

 

He was the 6th son of Leah.  He seems to have gone 

along with selling Joseph into slavery, but wasn’t a 

ring-leader.  And he seems to have been part of the 

cruel slaying of the men of Schechem, but, again, was 

not a ring-leader.   

 

His father blesses him with a prophecy of what he 

would do for the rest of his life…and what careers his 

family would pursue.  They were to be men of the sea.  A place where ships 

could dock, load and unload.  Probably that would assume he would have a 

mind for trade and foreign affairs and business, too. 

 

Later on in Old Testament history Zebulun’s tribe will act honorably by 

racing forth to protect and defend some of the other tribes. (Judges 5:18) 
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Jesus lived mostly in the area of Nazareth and Capernaum in the land of 

Israel – and both of these cities were in the same general area of the land 

which was inherited by the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali. (Matthew 4:13)  

The people living in that area were privileged to see the most miracles done 

by Jesus while on earth, because they were the most accepting of Him. 

 

Zebulun’s descendants don’t pop up in Old Testament history with great 

achievements or failings.  They are just there. 

 

What do we learn from Zebulun?  Can a plain, unimpressive person like 

Zebulun please the Lord?  I think so.  God is not a respecter of persons.  He 

does not show partiality.  He makes plain, live-in-the-background people the 

same as he makes up-front, type-A people.   

 

In the end times, the tribe of Zebulun (although they probably don’t know 

who they are until this happens) will be one of the 12 tribes who contribute 

12,000 people each to make up the 144,000 who will be courageous Jewish 

Christian witnesses for Jesus Christ in the last half of the 7 last years. 

 

Zebulun’s banner carries a picture of a ship on the sea.   In the millennium, 

the tribe of Zebulun will inherit land in Israel to populate and prosper.   It 

will border on the sea. 

 

Most of us are Zebuluns.  Not the greatest.  Not the leaders.  Not the 

worst.  Just living and doing our jobs and worshipping the One, True God the 

best we can, depending on His grace to see us through to the end. 

 

 

e. :14&15   Issachar 

 

Issachar is another son of Jacob about whom we know 

little.  He is the 5th son of Leah, born just before Zebulun.     

 

From Jacob’s blessing in this chapter, it looks like 

Issachar is a hard worker who is destined to buckle down 

and get things done.  He’s not a leader – in fact, Jewish 
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tradition shows Issachar as a perpetual student…always learning. 

 

The comparison to donkeys is not a derogatory comment.  It is a compliment 

that he can carry burdens and get work done.  It looks like he knew how to 

work hard, at whatever he was doing, and then also had a healthy view of 

enjoying rest when he could.  The tribe joined in when war was necessary, 

not shirking their duty.  (Judges 5:15) 

 

The picture on Issachar’s banner was a donkey.  A sturdy bearer of burdens.  

Issachar was not lazy, but not an A-type personality, either.  Actually, the 

tribe seems to be reliable and healthy. 

 

If your daughter married a son of Issachar, you could rest easy, knowing she 

would always be taken care of, and would probably not have to suffer the ups 

and downs of life with an emotional roller coaster of a husband.   

 

f. :16-18  Dan 

 

The name Dan means “judgment”.  His mother was 

Bilhah, the handmaiden of Rachel.  Bilhah bore Dan 

with the purpose of giving Rachel the son she couldn’t 

have herself.  Bilhah was, in effect, a surrogate womb 

for Rachel, even though Bilhah went on to raise Dan 

and was his mother all his life.   

 

Rachel, at Dan’s birth, was joyful, saying that God had 

finally “judged” her situation and rewarded her with a 

child.  The word “judge” meant “correctly perceived 

what the problem was”  … or….”listened to my requests 

and decided they had valor”. 

 

Dan was blessed by Jacob as one who could “judge”, or “rightly perceive what 

was really happening.”  One of the tribe of Dan, in Exodus 38:23, is said to 

be “an engraver and designer, a weaver of blue, purple, and 

scarlet thread, and of fine linen.”  In other words, he was creative and 

especially able to “see” beauty. 
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But Jacob also prophesied that Dan would be like a snake – one to be wary 

of.  The tribe of Dan went speedily down the wrong path – the path of 

idolatry and satan worship.  (Judges 18:30) 

 

The one who had been given the ability to perceive the truth and real beauty 

turned away from it and embraced ugly and lying idolatry.  The picture on 

Dan’s banner is that of a snake.  How sad. 

 

But the very last sentence of Dan’s blessing gives him, and us, hope.  Once 

the Lord Jesus arrived, bringing salvation, Dan could be saved from his 

hopeless backsliding into idolatry. 

 

The tribe of Dan is not found in the 144,000 Jewish Christians who serve 

Jesus during the last 7 years – the tribe is simply not represented at all in 

this group of missionaries to the world.  Why not?  I think it’s because there 

just aren’t going to be enough of them who are alive at that time and 

believing in Jesus to qualify for the 144, 000.  Each qualifying tribe will be  

represented by 12,000 Jews who wholeheartedly believed in Jesus.  I think 

there just will not be 12,000 believing Danites at the time the 144,000 are 

gathered together for their job in the last 3 ½ years. 

 

But there will be enough believing Danites at the end of the last 7years to 

inherit the land Ezekiel says they will receive.  In my mind that means during 

that last 3 ½ years many Danites come to faith in the Messiah of Israel, and 

go alive into the Milennium reign of Christ, serving Him from that point on 

for eternity.  Dan will once again be able to joyfully use his gift of 

“perceiving that which is right and true”. 

 

“I have waited for thy salvation, O Lord”  (Genesis 49:18) 
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g. :19  Gad 

 

Gad was born to Zilpah, but Leah named him.  When Leah 

named Gad, she said “A troop comes!”  (Genesis 30:11)  

Leah was exulting that yet another boy baby had come 

into the world. 

 

When Jacob blessed Gad in this chapter he 

acknowledges that Gad may in his life have many 

enemies, in fact, a troop of them!  But he would triumph 

over them.  He would be a fighter and a winner of wars.  

When Moses, in Deuteronomy 33, blesses the tribe of 

Gad he says they are as a lion, “who tears the arm and the crown of the 

head.”  (Deuteronomy 33:20).  When Kind David was running from King Saul, 

some men from Gad joined him there and fought with him.  They could handle 

the shield and spear, and their faces were like lions and they were swift as 

gazelles on the mountains.  (I Chronicles 12:8)  Wow!  Gad was fearsome!  

The picture on his banner is one of tents gathered in a circle – ready to 

protect themselves or attack – whatever happened they were ready - no 

fear. 
  

 

h. :20  Asher 

 

Asher was also born to Zilpah – he was Gad’s little 

brother.  His name means “happy”.  And his blessing 

from Jacob years later sounds the same.  He will be a 

maker of bread and yummies.  He will provide. 

 

When Moses blessed the tribes in Deuteronomy 33, 

he said of Asher: “Let him dip his foot in oil”.    

(Deuteronomy 33:24)  Sounds goofy to us, but back 

then it was a picture of someone who lived with his 

needs all met, or even more than met.  He was 

prosperous in the satisfying things of life. 
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But Asher was a lover, not a fighter.  The tribe of Asher was not well-known 

for jumping in and helping out in a battle. (Judges 5:17) 

 

The Bible tells us of a well-known, lovely and happy little woman who was 

from the tribe of Asher.  Anna was the little lady who had been a widow for 

many, many years, and had served faithfully and peacefully in the temple in 

Jerusalem.  When Mary and Joseph brought the baby Jesus to the temple in 

order to dedicate Him, Anna saw them and pronounced a blessing on the 

baby Jesus. (Luke 2:36) 

 

There’s a place for a lover, not a fighter.   

 

 

i. :21   Naphtali 

 

Naphtali is my favorite son of Jacob.  Why?  The 

blessing he received from his father Jacob is a 

blessing I would like, too.  “He giveth  beautiful 

words.” 

 

Was he going to be a writer?  A speaker?  An 

engraver?  Was his tribe going to be known for 

their swiftness?  Jacob said he was a “hind (deer) 

let loose”…in other words he moves swiftly and 

effortlessly through loose rocks, mountaintops, 

and river bottoms. 

 

He is one of the 4 sons born to the handmaidens.  

His mother was Bilhah, the handmaiden of Rachel. 

 

And here’s my very favorite thing about Naphtali.  The area where Jesus 

spent most of his ministry was Galilee – otherwise known as the land of 

Zebulun and Naphtali.  Perhaps Naphtali is a reminder of the privilege I have  

 

http://www.kathleendalton.com/


“In the Beginning, God…..” 

A Verse-by-Verse Study of the Book of Genesis 
www.kathleendalton.com 

 

 

 

had to meet and know Jesus – and the challenge to swiftly take His Words 

to a world of people living in darkness.  Naphtali’s picture on his banner is 

that of a deer – swift and ready to run. 

 

“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, by the way of the sea, beyond 

the Jordan.  The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and 

upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death Light has dawned.”  

Matthew 4:15&16 

 
  

 

 

j. :22-26  Joseph 

 

Joseph and Benjamin were the most beloved 

sons of Jacob.  They were the 2 sons of the love 

of Jacob’s life:  Rachel.  I am not proud of 

Jacob for how biased he was towards only 2 of 

his sons and only 1 of his wives…but that is the 

way it was.  (Genesis 37:3) 

 

Maybe all that love would have spoiled Joseph 

and made him a bratty rich kid with a tribe full 

of mean, domineering descendants….but his 13 

years in an Egyptian prison changed that 

possibility.  Joseph no doubt learned in those 

dark years to know and love the One, True God 

more than anything in the world, and when he 

emerges from that prison at the age of 30 he has many characteristics of 

his heavenly father – the One he had spent so much time with in his young 

adult years. 

 

Joseph’s blessing from his father is the longest of them all.  Jacob bestows 

on Joseph the birthright, the double blessing, that Reuben had lost.  

(I Chronicles 5:1&2)  Joseph, through his 2 sons Ephraim and Manasseh, 

receives the right to have 2 tribes within the 12. 
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Joseph, as 2nd in command in Egypt, saved his family from certain death 

through famine and starvation.  He is a picture for us of the salvation our 

brother, Jesus, offers us, even though we callously have sinned against Him 

and tossed Him aside. 

 

When Jacob died he asked that his bones be buried in Canaan.  And when 

Joseph died he asked that his bones be taken back some day to Canaan.  

Even in Joseph’s death he was looking after his family, getting them back to 

the promises and the land God had given so long ago to father Abraham.  

(Hebrews 11:21&22) 

 

Joseph’s picture on his banner is that of fruitful boughs.  He brought 

fruitfulness and new life to his family. 
  

 

 

k. :27  Benjamin 

 

Rachel knew she was dying as she delivered 

Benjamin.  She wanted to call him “son of my 

sorrow”.  But Jacob changed his name.  He named 

him Benjamin, “Son of my right hand”.  (Genesis 

35:18) 

 

Being the youngest and one of the 2 favorites didn’t 

turn out all that well for Benjamin.  He was 

protected and spoiled by his father, especially for 

those 13 years when Jacob thought Joseph was 

dead. 

 

When Jacob blesses Benjamin he knows this son has not turned out as well 

as Joseph.  He (perhaps sadly) admits that Benjamin is like a wolf – ravenous.  

He will no doubt raise a whole tribe of cutthroat, passionate, people – ready 

to cut you down if you don’t do things their way. 
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In fact, at some point in the Old Testament, all the tribes of Israel came up 

against the people of Benjamin because Benjamin was so ruthless.  The 

Israelites nearly annihilated the tribe of Benjamin, leaving only 600 men!  

(Judges 20&21)  Afterward the other tribes were very concerned about 

Benjamin, even though they had just slaughtered most of them, because 

they did not want one of the tribes of Israel to just die out.  But none of 

the tribes wanted any of their own daughters to marry Benjamites, so they 

worked out a plan to steal a few girls from the idol-worshippers around them 

to be wives for the Benjamites!  Now that’s a crazy story!  Judges 20&21. 

 

Benjamin’s picture on his banner is a wolf.  A ravenous, passionate wolf.  

Jeremiah the prophet was a Benjamite.  Saul, the first king of Israel, was a 

Benjamite.  And Paul, the writer of most of the New Testament, was a 

Benjamite.  Passionate men, all of them!    

 

3. Which of these 12 sons will inherit the great promises of God made to 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob – promises of land and blessing and 

hugeness?  

 

Answer:  All of them.  Even Simeon, who ended up having no land at all, will 

someday prosper and work his land in the Milennium.   

 

4. :29-33  Where is Jacob buried?  Of all the patriarchs and their wives, 

who is not buried there? 

 

Jacob is buried in the same cave where Abraham buried Sarah so many years 

ago.  Isaac and Rebekah are buried there, too, and also Leah, the unloved 

wife of Jacob.  The only wife not buried there is Rachel.  

 

5. :33  Verse 33 says Jacob died and was “gathered to his people”.  What 

does that mean?  What people is this talking about?  What does this 

tell you about death and after death? 

 

After death, or afterlife, was an Old Testament concept, too.  They knew 

that when they died they would be with the people who had gone before who 

had had faith in the One, True God. 
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APPLICATION: 

 

6. Should we give a “blessing” to our children?  If so, what would that 

look like?  What blessing would you give to each of your children? 

 

7. Did your parents ever give a blessing to you?   

 

8. If you wish your parents had given you a blessing, but they did not, 

what blessing do you wish they had given you? 

 

 

It seems to me that blessings are only valuable if the person giving them is 

genuine and has the right to give them (because they are intimately involved 

with that person).   Of course the One best qualified to give us blessings is 

God.  What blessings would you want God to give you?  Or…has He already 

given them? 
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