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Chapter 38 – Questions 
 

Miraculous but Messy 
 

 

In this chapter we’ll find what I think is one of the strangest stories in all 

of scripture.   I’ll give you a little background: 

 

From the time of Adam and Eve a promise was given:  a descendant would 

come from Adam and Eve who would save the world from sin.  (Genesis 3:16) 

 

Because all of humanity was wrapped up in the progeny of Adam and Eve, you 

could say that this promised “seed” of Adam traveled from generation to 

generation – no one knowing exactly when He would be born. 

 

In other words, the seed of the Savior to come was passed to Seth, the 3rd 

son of Adam and Eve, but not to Cain or Abel.   Then Seth passed that 

promised seed along to his son, and so on, and eventually Noah passed that 

promised seed along to his son Shem, and so on, then eventually Abraham, to 

Isaac, to Jacob, and now, one of Jacob’s 12 sons has that seed.  

 

That son is Judah.  But in Chapter 38 there’s a problem.  Judah had married 

a Canaanite – an idol worshipper – a woman not a believer in the One, True 

God.  He and his wife had 3 sons, but 2 of them were very evil and died 

before they could produce a son of their own.  We know the remaining son 

did not carry the promised seed.   Hmmmm…..we are sure the Lord would 

never let the seed die out before the promised Savior came – so… 

 

Chapter 38 is the miraculous but messy story of how the seed in Judah got 

passed along .  It happened because a young woman was determined to 

survive.  She was a believer in the One, True God, and had faith in the ways 

of God, and demanded her rights…but you may not approve of what she did. 
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1. :1-5   Who did Judah marry?  What are the names of their three 

sons?   What is wrong with this marriage? 

 

2. :6-10  Who was chosen as the wife of Judah’s 1st son, Er?   What kind 

of man was Er?  What happened to this marriage?   Why would 

Judah’s 2nd son be asked to marry Er’s widow?  What happened? 

 

3. :11  What has happened to Tamar now that she has no husband?  Is 

she still a part of Judah’s family?  What promise is she holding on to? 

 

4. :12-14  What is Tamar’s plan, and why does she feel that she must do 

this? 

 

5. :15-18  What does Judah do, and does he realize he is doing it with his 

own daughter-in-law? 

 

6. :19  What does Tamar do once this act is completed?  What do you 

think she is thinking at this point? 

 

7. :20-23  When Judah sends the agreed-upon payment to the harlot he 

had slept with, what happens? 

 

8. :24  What is Judah’s reaction when he hears that Tamar is pregnant?  

What does he think has happened? 

 

9. :25&26  Does Judah recognize the signet, cord and staff?  What does 

this immediately tell him?  Why does he conclude that he was the one 

at fault? 

 

10. :27-30  Which child now carries the promised seed?  Matthew 1:3. 

Ruth 4:12, 

 

11. Do you think Tamar realized she was being used of God to keep the 

promised seed going?   
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