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Genesis 34, 35 & 36 – Answers 
 

In these chapters we’re going to wrap up the story of Jacob – these 

chapters finish up the Bible’s emphasis on Jacob, and from here on out we 

follow the lives of the 12 sons of Jacob. 

 

There are shameful things to be seen in this family history – and chapter 34 

is one of the worst. 

 

In Chapter 35 Jacob finally arrives where God has been telling him to go, 

and he and his brother, Esau, share the heartache of burying their father, 

Isaac. 

 

Chapter 36 chronicles the family of Esau, who were eventually called the 

Edomites.   

 

 

 

Chapter 34 begins in Shechem:   
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1. :1  Dinah was a daughter of Jacob by which mother?  Were there other 

daughters of Jacob? 

 

As far as we know, Dinah is the only daughter of Jacob – her mother was Leah. 

 

2. :2-4  What happens to Dinah?  Was this a violent act?  Do you think 

Shechem was just doing what everyone else in his culture did?  So, was it 

wrong? 

 

Shechem had pre-marital sex with Dinah.   It is not clear from the passage that 

this was an act of violence.   Shechem actually had an attraction to Dinah – a “love” 

for Dinah – which evidenced itself by the fact that he spoke kindly to her and 

wanted to marry her.  We don’t know whether or not Dinah wanted him, too, but 

there is no doubt that it was sex before a marriage covenant was in place – and 

Schechem was responsible. 

 

Yes, perhaps Shechem was doing what his culture felt was normal.  But this was not 

normal for Dinah.  Whether or not she was attracted to him, she knew beyond the 

shadow of a doubt that this was wrong, wrong, wrong.  She also probably knew how 

her family would react to Shechem’s actions.  Scripture doesn’t tell us how she felt 

or what she was thinking. 

 

If Shechem was only doing what was considered normal in his culture, then was it 

wrong?   

 

Oh, yes, it was wrong.  Right and wrong are not determined by our cultures.  It they 

were, then people would simply do whatever they wanted to do, and cultures would 

be shaped by their decisions, and there would be a fatal, downward spiral of sin.  

Yes, that’s exactly what’s happening in our culture today…and it isn’t OK.   

 

Right and wrong are determined by a standard higher than culture…something 

separate from anyone’s cultures.  Right and wrong are determined solely by Who 

God is and What He is like.  He decides what’s right and what’s wrong based on His 

own character.  In other words, lying is wrong because God does not lie.  

Unfaithfulness is wrong because God is always faithful.  Sexual impurity is wrong 

because God is pure.  Standards of what’s really right or really wrong are never 
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simply a comparison of people’s actions.   An action is not right because most people 

do it.  A thought is not right because most people think it.   

According to God’s standards, this act of sex before a marriage covenant – or rape 

(whichever it was) – was wrong.  It was wrong even though Schechem didn’t believe 

in the One, True God.  It was wrong even though Schechem may not have known any 

better.  God’s standards of right and wrong do not change based on whether or not 

a person knows Who He is .   God’s standards of right and wrong do not change at 

all, ever….because Who He is does not change at all, ever.  

 

3. :5  What is Jacob waiting for? 

 

He wasn’t going to react alone.  He wanted the strength of his family behind him. 

 

4. :6&7  How did the 11 sons of Jacob (Benjamin has not been born yet) feel 

about what had happened to Dinah? 

 

Anger, shame, rage.  They had been shamed and humiliated by this ungodly act. 

 

5. :8-12  Did Shechem and his father, Hamor seem to be trying to be 

reasonable? 

 

Yes, it looks that way, doesn’t it?  They are willing to do something to make it right. 

 

6. :13-17  What do the 11 brothers suggest, and are they being genuine?  Why 

are they still so angry when Shechem and Hamor are suggesting marriage? 

 

The proposed marriage might seem to make everything smooth over, it might make 

the two cultures friendly with each other, but it wouldn’t make the brothers’ rage 

at being so deeply offended go away.  So…the brothers suggest that their 

“religious” sensitivities have been offended, and that the way to make that right is 

for the men of Schechem’s city to all be circumcised.  They say that then the 

marriage could take place and all would be well between the two peoples. 

 

But they don’t mean it.  A law of God has been broken…but I don’t think that’s the 

point of their rage.  They are not concerned about God, but mostly about 

themselves.  This is a group of people filled with hate and moving forward to do 

something about it.    
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The brothers here are a good picture of us.  We might be offended at what 

someone else does wrong, especially if it is done to us.  But when we strike out in 

retribution, most of the time we step over the line.  We step from being rightfully 

offended to being wrongfully vengeful.  We want to hurt the one who has done this 

to us, and our indignation is not righteous.  It is simply the anger of a man, and that 

doesn’t do anything to bring about the righteousness of God.   “…for the wrath of 
man does not produce the righteousness of God.”  James 1:20 
 

7. What is the truly despicable thing that has happened here?  How would we 

handle such a situation today? 

 

A young girl has been defiled….she is no longer a virgin.  In that day it meant her 

value as a wife to a Jewish man was gone forever, and, of course, she has also been 

emotionally or physically damaged as an individual.  This was a crime. 

 

Today in America, depending on the circumstances, we might find out if the two 

young people involved are truly in love, and if they are, then try to help them marry 

and form a lasting relationship.  Or, in the worst-case scenario, a case of rape, we 

might pursue justice in the courts and counseling for the young girl.   Or we might 

just tell everyone to move on and put the “indiscretion” behind them, so that the 

people involved can someday pursue their normal lives.   

 

Are we right?  Should we be more upset?  Should we be as angry as these brothers 

were 4,000 years ago? 

 

8. :18&19  Did Shechem actually love Dinah? 

 

I say no.  I say love means respect.  I’ll go even further – I think  romantic “love” 

which doesn’t also include love and respect for the One, True God is not true 

romantic love. 

 

9. :20-24  Are the men of Shechem actually committing to be believers in the 

One, True God? 

 

No – there is no indication that they are.  They are just doing the “religious” thing 

that seems to be required.  There doesn’t appear to be any heart-change here. 

 

10. :25-29  What did two of the brothers of Dinah do, and was this wrong?  

Which brothers did this?  Do you think they all agreed to it? 
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Levi and Simeon snuck up on the men of Schechem while they were still in pain from 

their cimcumcisions and killed them all.  They killed the man who raped their sister.  

They took all the possessions of the whole town and made them their own.  Were all 

the brothers involved?  The passage doesn’t make that clear.  I think they knew. 

 

11. :30&31  What was Jacob concerned about?  What were his sons concerned 

about?  Who was right and who was wrong? 

 

It seems like the father, Jacob, was mostly concerned about how dangerous the 

family’s life was going to be from this point on.  He was afraid that the surrounding 

people’s would have lost respect for him and his sons because of what they did.  

There doesn’t seem to be any pleading for the mercy of God or wisdom from God. 

 

 

In Chapter 35 Jacob is finally going where God had always wanted him to go – 

Bethel, the place where he had first met God (Jacob’s ladder)  (Gen. 28) 

 
 

 

12. 35:1   Have you ever been in what seemed like the wrong place and finally 

made it to what felt like home? 

 

That’s what happens here.  Jacob is finally back where the Lord first met him.  The 

Lord tells him to go to Bethel, the location of “Jacob’s Ladder”, from chapter 28.   
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Sometimes it just helps to go back where you started.  To keep it simple.  To 

realize it’s just all about knowing and loving and trusting your God.  To put aside all  

 

 

you’ve earned, all you’ve accumulated, all you’ve wished you could forget…and just 

know you have always been in God’s hands, and that’s enough. 

 

13. :2-4   What had happened in the family of Jacob as they stayed in Shechem? 

 

Wow.  This answers a lot of questions about their awful murdering attack on the 

family of Shechem, doesn’t it?  The whole group of these children of Jacob had 

begun to let idols and idol-worship slip into their lives.  They were living far away 

from the presence of the One, True God.  They weren’t asking God to direct their 

lives – they were making their own, disastrous decisions. 

 

14. :5-7  How did the inhabitants of the land view the family of Jacob? 

 

The inhabitants of the surrounding cities were not going to attack after all!   – they 

actually had developed a real fear of the Jews – and that was giving this crazy, 

dysfunctional family some safety.   

 

15. :9-15  What new thing happens in this latest encounter between Jacob and 

his God? 

 

The Lord God gives Jacob a new name.  From now on he will be called Israel.  From 

now on this whole family will be called the Israelites.  And the Lord re-affirms all 

the promises He had made in the past to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

 

16. :16-29 What things happen to the family of Jacob now that they are in the 

right place?  What does that show you about trouble in this life? 

 

Life isn’t perfect just because the Israelites have gotten their lives back in line 

with God.   

a. Rachel’s nurse dies.  She has been with her for many, many years. 

b. Rachel brings forth Jacob’s 12th son, Benjamin, but then she dies in 

childbirth.  What a tragedy this must have been for Jacob. 

c. Reuben, Jacob’s oldest, sleeps with Jacob’s concubine, Bilhah.  She 

was the mother of a few of Reuben’s siblings.  This must have been a 

horrible situation for the whole family. 
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Life is messy.  It doesn’t get perfect ever in this world.  Heaven…perfect 

life…comes later. 

 

17. Chapter 36 gives us the history of Esau.  Why is he important in God’s 

plan?  Exodus 17:8-16 and Esther 3:1 

 

At least some from the family of Esau  grew up hating the family of Jacob (the 

Israelites).  In fact, in the story of Esther, we see that wicked Haman is a 

descendant of Esau through his son, Amalek.  (Genesis 36:16, I Samuel 15, Esther 

3:1…Agagites were from the family of Amalek) 
 

Esau was important to the One, True God, but he was a rebel who (as far as 

we know) never bowed his knee to Him.  He never did acknowledge his failure and 

need of God.  And his family passed on hatred and cruelty as their heritage.   

 

Jacob was important to the One, True God, and though he was a failure and a 

sinner in many ways, he did bow his knee to the One, True God.  He did 

acknowledge his failure and his need of God.  His family also passed on failures and 

sin….but also love and mercy and faith and hope as their heritage. 

 

There’s a pretty obvious conclusion here for us. 
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