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Genesis 22 - Answers 
 

Abraham has much wealth, and many people to care for.  He has to make 

decisions not only for his own well-being, but also for the protection of many 

others.  He has to keep his flocks watered and fed.  And his slaves and 

family fed and clothed.  And he has to try to keep his enemies from hating 

him so much for his wealth that they kill him to get it.  And he has to deal 

with his own heartache of having to send away his beloved son, Ishmael, in 

order to protect his other beloved son, Isaac.  Sort of a balancing act on a 

highwire, at times….. 

 

But there was one way to make the right decisions.  One way to have peace 

when feelings raged inside of him.  One way to wisely handle a whole group of 

people who looked to him for leadership.   

 

That way was faith.  Abraham, at this point in his life, has had to continually 

trust God to someday give him the land He had promised, even though, as he 

walked through that land it still technically belonged to someone else.   That 

took faith.  That took trusting God’s Words and God’s timing. 

 

God has His own time for everything.  Our job is to fit into His time, not try 

to force Him to fit into ours.  How could a promise - of land - given to 

Abraham, be fulfilled after Abraham died…and still be considered a promise 

to Abraham?  Because Abraham someday would be there when the promise 

was finally fulfilled. (Isaiah 2:2&3, Zechariah 14:16)   Death isn’t a problem 

for God’s promises. 

 

Abraham has learned this lesson about the land that would someday be his.  

But now – there is a faith lesson to be learned about the son who was 

promised…who is alive and with him…who is to Abraham the greatest gift he 

has ever received from the LORD… 

 

How is he going to learn that the gifts of God cannot be loved more than the 

Giver of the gifts? 
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Genesis 22 
1. :1&2   What did God ask Abraham to do?  Why would God ask such a thing? 

 

God asks Abraham to give back his gift.  His son, Isaac, who was promised to 

Abraham, and who Abraham waited for for many years, and who meant more to 

Abraham than anything in the world…God asks Abraham to give that gift back…  

to offer his own son as a sacrifice – a literal sacrifice, slain on an altar.   

 

This idea had to be unthinkable when Abraham first heard it from the LORD.  

What?  Lord God, you don’t want us to sacrifice our children on an altar like all 

the heathens do around us!  Abraham – trust Me.  But Lord God, Isaac means all 

the world to me!  Abraham – more than Me?  But Lord God, no one in my family 

will understand this – I will be hated and shunned forever!  Abraham – do you 

love Me?  Trust Me.   

 

Why would God ask this?  We’ll see. 

 

2. :3&4  Why would Abraham obey such an order?   

 

But Lord God…how can I?  I don’t have it within me to do this!  I could not 

possibly make my feet walk to that place of sacrifice and then tie my beloved 

son to the altar, and then raise the knife….. 

 

Abraham – do you know Who I Am?  Do you believe that I would never ask you 

to do anything that wasn’t for your best?  Do you believe that I love you?  Do 

you believe that I keep my promises?  Do you remember that I promised you 

would be the father of many nations, and that Isaac would be the way I would 

fulfill that promise?  Do you believe I keep my promises? 

 

Yes, Lord, I do. 

 

Then obey Abraham.  Trust me. 

 

Yes, Lord.   
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3. :5-8  What did Abraham expect to happen? 

 

From these verses it is clear that Abraham may not have known how the LORD 

God was going to do it, but he believed that he and Isaac would walk back down 

together from that mount of sacrifice.  Did Abraham think the LORD would 

raise Isaac from the dead after he was sacrificed?  We don’t know – all we 

know is that Abraham was planning on walking back home with his alive son. 

 

4. :9-12  What was God trying to accomplish with this trial? 

 

He was helping Abraham see Who he believed in, and how to have faith in that 

One.  Faith, you see, is not for the things we can see, but for the things we 

can’t.  Abraham’s faith had grown as he waited so long for gift of God – the son 

of promise.  Now that the gift of God was here, there was so much more to 

have faith for.  There was a whole future for a whole world.  There was a 

Savior to come.  There was salvation to be provided.  The LORD was giving 

Abraham the privilege of having faith in the whole promise – not just the first 

part of it. 

 

5. :13-14  God provided the sacrifice for Abraham to use once He saw that 

Abraham would withhold nothing from Him.  What does that tell you about 

the sacrifices God asks us for? 

 

He asks us to make the sacrifice….and He also provides the sacrifice.   

 
6. What did Abraham learn through this experience? 

 

To trust the One, True God for not only the blessings you can see, but also for 

the ones which are coming. 

 

7. :15-18  God’s promise of land and descendants is restated once more to 

Abraham…and then Abraham returns, with his alive, promised son, to live in 

that promised land…a land not controlled by Abraham, but controlled by the 

Philistines…to wait for many more promises to come.  What does that tell 

you about Abraham’s faith? 

 

Faith isn’t faith if it lives in a bubble.  Faith is faith when all around things look 

impossible.  Faith is believing God, taking Him at His word, when it sure doesn’t 
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look like God is right.  Faith is faith.  Faith is not sight.  Faith is not a good 

feeling.  Faith is trusting God….no matter what. (Hebrews 11:1) 

 

 

8. :20-24  Who are these people, and why would Abraham care about them? 

 

These people are the family Abraham left behind when he, by faith, followed 

God’s directions to leave and go to the promised land.  Why does Abraham care 

about them?  He is going to choose a wife for his beloved son, Isaac, from 

amongst these people. 

 

Application: 

 

9. What do you learn from this chapter? 

 
God’s promises are for real life.  We can trust that the promises of God are strong 

and true even in the worst times of life…because we see how Abraham, a great man 

of faith, walked through the worst of life and learned faith as he went. 
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