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Genesis 20 & 21 - Answers 
 

 

OK  - remember the background here.  Abraham knows now much more than 

he knew the last time he played this little game with half-truth.  The last 

time he did this (Genesis 12:10-20) he knew that the Lord God had promised 

to make him the father of a great nation.  He knew that he would sometime 

in the future have a son who would carry on his family name and inherit the 

land God was giving him.  But he didn’t know then that God was very serious 

about who this child’s mother was going to be, too.  He didn’t know then that 

only Sarah would be the appropriate one to bear this child of promise. 

 

But now he is very sure that Sarah is the chosen mother, just as he is the 

chosen father.  He knows that trying to make Eliezer his servant be the 

chosen son was wrong.  He knows that trying to produce a child through 

Hagar was wrong.  He knows beyond the shadow of a doubt that Sarah will 

be the mother of the child who will hold their future in his very existence. 

 

So…for goodness sake….why is he risking Sarah’s reputation and her safety 

by once again telling the lie…”she is my sister”…in order to save his own life 

and livelihood?  Wasn’t this long-awaited promise from God more important 

than life itself? 

 

 

Chapter 20 

1. 20:1-5.  Here we go again.  When have we seen this very same scenario 

played out before? 

 

Genesis 12:10-20  
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2. What is wrong with Abraham?  Doesn’t he have even more reason now 

to be protecting Sarah from some other man?  What is he thinking? 

 

We aren’t told in this passage why Abraham did this again.  We are only told 

that he did, so we can only guess as to reasons. 

 

So here are my guesses: 

 

a. Even though Abraham knew in his heart that the promises of 

God were still coming, his head told him that he had to survive 

if he were ever going to see those promise come to pass.  

Survival won out over faith. 

b. Sarah was not a young girl at this point.  Powerful people like 

King Abimilech did not usually reach out to take old women to 

be a part of their harem.  Common sense won out over faith. 

c. Abraham knew in the back of his mind that he still had Hagar 

and Ishmael.  Yes, the Lord God had said that Ishmael was not 

the son of promise, but, Abraham did love him so much, and, 

maybe he had not heard God right…perhaps he justified this in 

his own mind because circumstances seemed to indicate the son 

to carry on his name had already arrived.  Circumstances won 

out over faith. 

d. And finally, maybe Abraham just was weary of waiting.  Maybe 

he hadn’t been walking with the Lord for awhile.  Maybe what 

he knew in his head was that God had promised, but what he 

knew in his heart was that he hadn’t talked to God in a long 

while and his walk through the world had defiled his faith.  A 

skimpy walk with God had won out over faith. 

 

3. 20:6  Why did the Lord keep Abimilech from defiling Sarah? 

 

Abimilech says to the Lord in his dream: “I didn’t know!  I am innocent of 

wanting to do anything wrong here!”  And God answers him: “I know you did 

not mean to sin against me.” 
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The sin, you see, would not have primarily been against Abraham and Sarah.  

The sin would have been first and foremost against the Almighty God of 

Abraham.  It was His plan.  It was His desire.  It was His promise. 

 

And even when we sin unwittingly, it is still sin, and it still carries a result.   

 

Abimilech was saved from God Almighty from committing a sin which would 

have meant his death and the death of his people.  God alone chose Sarah 

for a specific purpose.  God alone would make sure it came to pass. 

 

If He has chosen you for a purpose, you can be sure He will bring you to the 

point that you fulfill that purpose.  (Ephesians 2:10) 

 

 

4. 20:7  Why does the Lord seem to elevate Abraham in Abimilech’s 

eyes?  Hadn’t he just done a really wrong, stubborn thing? 

 

Again, this wasn’t about Abraham, was it?  God is further protecting 

Abraham, who still had a job to do for Him.  Abimilech is a man of power in 

this culture.  He could easily have killed Abraham for shaming him in such a 

way.  God elevates Abraham in Abimilech’s mind so that Abraham and Sarah 

can safely leave. 

 

5. 20:8-21   What do we learn from Chapter 20? 

 

 Even when we are walking by faith we still sin 

 God has a job for each of us to do.  He will accomplish his will. 

 This was about God, not about Abraham, not about Sarah 

 God protected Sarah, too, again 

 Abraham was a prophet.  A man of prayer.  That was more important 

in the end than anything else. 
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Chapter 21 

6.   21:1-2  The long-awaited child has arrived.  Safe and sound.  Exactly 

as God had promised.  How do you think Abraham and Sarah felt?  

 

Was it wild, abandoned joy?  Was it quiet, sweet wonder? 

 

7. What promises are we still awaiting fulfillment of?  How do you think 

we will feel when those promises come true? 

 

Here’s the promise I think of every day:  To see His return.  Will we jump 

and shout and holler?  Will we sigh with relief?  Will we dance in the 

streets?  Will we cry?  Will we celebrate with all those who have been 

watching from above and waiting for us? 

 

I don’t know how I will feel then.  I only know how I feel now.  And right now 

there is a growing sense of urgency within me – to see His face, soon! 

 

Let’s find some promises of God.  First, read through the following 

Ephesians 1 passage.  Notice, marked in yellow, all the promises we 

have from Jesus: 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed 

us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 

4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 

5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to 

himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 

6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in 
the beloved. 

7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of his grace; 

8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; 
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9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good 
pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 

10 That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in 

one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; 
even in him: 

11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated 

according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of 
his own will: 

12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. 

13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel 

of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with 
that holy Spirit of promise, 

14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the 

purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory. 

 

 

Now, read through the following James 1 passage, and underline the 

promises for yourself: 

 

2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 

3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 

4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and 
entire, wanting nothing. 

5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men 

liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. 

6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like 

a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. 

7 For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. 

8 A double minded man is unstable in all his ways. 
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9 Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted: 

10 But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the 

grass he shall pass away. 

11 For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth 
the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion 

of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways. 

12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, 

he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to 
them that love him. 

 

The point of this little exercize is to remind us that the Word is chock-full 

of promises – they are ours to remember, talk about, and enjoy.  Let the 

promises of God wrap around you when you are discouraged.  Let them write 

your melody when you celebrate.   

 

8. 21:3-7  There was much  laughter  going on when Isaac was born! 

 

9. 21:8-21  What happens when Isaac is weaned (probably 3-5 years old)? 

 

The truth of who the promised son is finally has to be dealt with.  Abraham 

has to make a gut-wrenching decision.  Does he separate himself from the 

first son of his flesh in order to fully follow the promised son of his faith? 

 

10. Do you feel like Ishmael doesn’t deserve this? 

 

Again….it isn’t about Ishmael or Isaac.  It’s about God.  What Ishmael 

deserves is death.  What Isaac deserves is death.  What they got was the 

hand of God on their lives – totally undeserved.  Ishmael has a choice to 

make.  Does he continue on his life believing in the God of his father?  Or 

does he turn away from the One, True God and do things his own way.  That’s 

the only decision that counts. 
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11. How do you think Abraham feels at this point? 

 

Broken-hearted.  But he is obeying the One, True, God.  His faith has to feel 

huge while his heart is crying. 

 

12. Did Abraham have a grueling decision to make?  Why did he make it? 

 

Because he decided for faith, not sight. 

 

13. 21:22-33  Neighbor trouble.  Abraham, living with daily proof of God’s 

Almighty hand on his life, still has to live through every-day problems.  

How does he handle it? 

 

This time he handles it well.  He says the proper things – works within his 

culture to be respectful and get things accomplished.  But he also tells the 

truth. 

 

14. Have you ever had a mountain-top experience with God, only to be 

brought back down to earth by life’s realities?  What can you learn 

from Abraham? 

 

Mountain-tops are little glimpses of heaven.  Valleys are going to happen.  At 

least they will until we are someday in heaven with the One Who gracefully 

gives us the occasional mountain-top. 
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