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Genesis 16 & 17 - Answers 

 

Waiting on God. 

 

Waiting.  Interminable stretches of time which bring you again and again to 

the brink of doubt and discouragement.  How can you keep on believing in the 

promise made to you when the fulfillment just never seems to come? 

 

Adoniram Judson felt called of God to be a missionary in 1810.  He left for 

the mission field with his wife, Ann, in 1812, and after a change of plans 

from India to Burma, they arrived on their field of ministry in 1813.   Three 

years just waiting to finally get to the place God had asked them to go.   

3 years. 

 

For 6 years they met and loved and talked to the Burmese people in Rangun 

about Jesus.  For 6 years they prayed and believed and adjusted to the heat 

and the disease.  And finally, “on the 27th of June, over 7 years of waiting 

afer leaving America, and almost 6 after arriving at Rangun, Mr. Judson had 

the joy of baptizing Moung Nau.”  One convert after 7 years. 

 

Adoniram’s wife, Ann, died while they were ministering in Burma, but still he 

continued on.  He married again and he and his new wife ministered together 

until her death.  He married again and he and his new wife kept ministering 

the Gospel message to the Burmese people another few years, until, in 1950, 

Mr. Judson died. 

 

Mr. Judson was imprisoned, tortured, was sick unto the point of death many 

times.  He buried 2 wives and children.  He waited and waited and waited to 

see God perform the promises He had given.  At his death, it is said that he 

left behind him in Burma seven thousand Christians, sixty-three churches, 

and one hundred and sixty three missionaries. 

 

What if he had given up?  What if he had not waited?  In 2013, over 8,000 

Burmese people live on the south side of Indianapolis, most of them having  
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fled their homeland because of religious persecution.  Many, many of them 

have faith in Jesus today because Adoniram Judson was willing to wait. 

 

 

1.  (:1-4)  Who, What, When & Where? 

 

It  seems like the first few verses of every chapter help set the “scene” for 

the reader, doesn’t it?  We can answer a lot of questions from these first 6 

verses of chapter 16: 

 

 Who?  Sarai & Abram, husband & wife 

Sarai’s maidservant, of Egyptian descent, Hagar 

 What?  What is the story line here?  Sarai has not been able to have 

children.  She suggests that Abram produce a child by having sexual 

relations with her maidservant, Hagar.  This was an acceptable and 

legal act in this time.  Sort of like a surrogate mother arrangement 

today.  Abram follows Sarai’s suggestion, and Hagar does indeed 

become pregnant with Abram’s child.  Hagar loses respect for her 

mistress when this happens, and despises her.  Sarai is humiliated.  

Sarai ends up angry with Abram, and she abuses her servant, Hagar. 

 When?  This happens 10 years after Abram and Sarai first migrate to 

the land of Canaan, after God had told them to, and promised them 

children. 

 Where?  This happens in the land of Canaan.  The land God had 

promised to Abram. 

 Why?  Sarai states her belief that God has been responsible for her 

not having children.  It looks like she feels it is time to take things 

into her own hands.  Abram complies…why?  Maybe he, too, felt that it 

was time to act….perhaps waiting on God was not what God meant when 

He gave those promises.  When everything goes wrong, Sarai reacts as 

a normal person would – she blames her husband, and lashes out at the 

woman who is making her feel like a failure 
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2.  (:4-6)  What do you think of Abraham’s actions here?   

 Was Abram showing little faith…or was he just doing the best he 

could with the knowledge he had? 

 Had Abram ever been told “only Sarai”? 

 Had he ever had any hints? (ch. 12?) 

Abram had two reasons to believe that God’s promise to him would be 

fulfilled through the union of himself and Sarai: 

a) In the beginning God had said:  One man, One woman  

Gen 2:24 

b) In Genesis 12 Abram saw that God was protecting his 

wife, Sarai, from being taken as another man’s wife. 

 

The question is, then:  Did Abram ‘get it’? 

 

 What had Abram suggested in ch 15 as a possible solution to their 

problem? 

Abram himself had suggested another way for God to give him an heir.  God 

made it very clear at that time that the son which would be given to Abram 

would come from his own body. 

 

 Should Abram have agreed to Sarai’s plan? 

What is your personal opinion here? 

 

 Should he have allowed Sarai to abuse Hagar? 

This was common practice in their culture, too.  Sarai “owned” Hagar, and 

could treat her any way she chose. 

 

 What mistake do both Abram and Sarah share? 

Again…what do you think? 

 

 

Here’s my opinion at this point:  The Lord God called Abram and Sarai out of 

a pagan culture to a relationship with Him.  He asked them to leave Ur and go 
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to a place of His choosing, and He asked them to believe the promises He 

made to them.  They did.  They believed.  They obeyed. 

 

But, along the way, they had much to learn.  Even though they had left Ur, 

they still were a part of a culture which was foreign to the Lord God when 

they arrived in Canaan.  I think God was slowly and effectively cutting them 

off from their culture through every new test and every new decision.  He 

was showing them how to do things His way.  He was teaching them what He 

was all about.  It took a long time. 

 

They goofed here.  They stepped out of His way of doing things.  They took 

things into their own hands when they should have continued waiting. 

 

But in Chapter 12, God protected Sarai from being ruined by another man.  

He wouldn’t let it happen.  And in Chapter 15, God stopped Abram from 

choosing his servant to be his heir – because this wasn’t God’s plan. 

 

Why, then, didn’t God throw up a roadblock to this act of Abram and 

Sarai’s?  Why not protect them again as they were learning His ways? 

This is question we need to be asking.  We know Abram and Sarai were 

sinners, making mistakes, wanting to have faith….The question is:  Why didn’t 

God protect them from themselves this time? 

 

The answer follows. 

 

3.  (:7-10)  We know from reading on in Genesis that the child of Hagar was 

not the son God had promised Abraham.  In fact, the son of Hagar would 

turn out to be an enemy of the promised son.  Why, then, was the angel of 

the LORD protecting Hagar? 

 

Why does the Lord tell Hagar to return to the camp of Abram and Sarai?  

Because she and her child will die if they do not.  The Lord did not want 

Hagar or her son-to-be to die at this point.  He wanted them to live.  He 

valued their lives, and He saved their lives by sending this angel to protect 

them and turn them around.   
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Why?  This is a pure picture of the grace of God.  God had chosen Abram 

(and his future son, with Sarai, Isaac) to be the “chosen people”.  But the 

“chosen people” were not chosen to be the only people whom He would pour 

out His grace on….they were chosen to be the people who spread the news of 

the One, True, God to all the other people.  They were special for the job 

they were chosen to do, but not special in the sense that they were the only 

ones God loved. 

 

God loved the children of Hagar, too.  He had a plan to come to the earth as 

a human being and die for every person who ever lived.  His grace always, 

from the beginning of time, extended to every person on earth. 

Even to Hagar, and even to Hagar’s son, who would be a “wild man”, “his hand 

against every man”.  God loved them and wanted them to live – and to 

produce future children – so that God could love them and offer them 

salvation.  Do we think God only offered salvation only to the Jews?  How 

crazy is that?  The Jews may not have been “wild men” “whose hand was 

against every man”, but they were sinners who time and again pulled away 

from God and His ways.  The playing field was level then.  It’s level now.  We 

are all sinners in need of a Savior.  God has simply chosen different places 

for each of us to be when we finally see that need and respond. 

 

4.  (:11-12)  What is the angel’s prophecy about the child Hagar will bear? 

 

He will be a son 

He will be named Ishmael 

God has heard her 

He shall be “wild” 

He shall be a fighter – wars will surround him 

He will be surrounded with his own people – his name will continue 

 

What people group came from the union of Abram and Hagar?  The Arabs. 

In Old Testament times they became a wild, savage, cruel people.  Worthy of 

salvation?  No.  And neither are the Jews.  And neither are we. 
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In the book of Habakkuk, the prophet asks God why He is allowing the 

Jewish people to live such sinful lives.  God answers by saying:  “Wait and see 

what I am about to do, Habakkuk.  I am about to punish the Jews for how 

they are living, and for their lack of faith in Me.  And the way I will punish 

them is to send the cruel, savage children of Ishmael to conquer them and 

kill them and abuse them” 

 

Habakkuk is horrified.  Why, Lord God, would You use such a filthy group of 

people to do such terrifying things to the people You love?  Surely You could 

figure out how to do this differently? 

 

Do you know how God answers?  He tells Habakkuk to mind his own business. 

He is God.  He decides what is best.  Trust Him.  (Habakkuk 2:20) 

 

Read Habakkuk 3:17-19 to see the prophet’s response.  God’s grace is all we 

need. 

 

5.  (:13-16)  How would you describe Hagar’s understanding of the One, True 

God?  Do you think she had faith in God?   

 

What do you think? 

 

 

6.  (17:1-2) How long did Abraham wait after the birth of Ishmael before 

God spoke to him again? 

 

13 years. 

 

7.  (:3-5)  What was the significance of this change of name? 

 

“Abram” means “Exalted father” 

 

“Abraham” means “Father of a Multitude” 
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The Lord was emphasizing again the extent of His blessing.  It was going to 

be mind-boggling. 

 

8. (:6-14)  Is anything different about this renewal of God’s covenant with 

Abraham?  It has been said that “God has no grandchildren”.  What does 

that mean…and how does this covenant prove that? 

 

Every Jewish man from Abraham on would have to individually make the 

decision to believe in the One, True God.  The sign of that belief would be 

circumcision.  The circumcision never “saved” any Jewish person – it was 

always a symbolic, very personal act which confirmed the fact that God 

wanted relationship with individuals, not just with corporate nations.   

 

“God has not grandchildren” just tells us that our children do not inherit our 

faith.  They must stand before God themselves, One on one – and bow the 

knee to the One, True God.  Their faith must be their own.  It cannot be 

ours.  Faith is personal.   

 

 

9.  (:15-22)  God specifically tells Abraham that Sarah will be the mother of 

the promised son.  Why does God specifically want Sarah, and no one else? 

 

First of all – God wanted Sarah because God wanted Sarah.  It was entirely 

up to Him, and she was the woman of His choice.  He loved her and gave her 

this purpose in life. 

 

And second – God chose Sarah because by the time she would give to birth 

to the promised son, Isaac, it would be obvious to everyone that it was a 

miracle of God.  Sarah was so old by that time that there would have been no 

natural explanation for this pregnancy and safe birth. 
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10.  (:23-27)  What did Abraham do in response to God’s words to him? 

 

Abraham and his whole household (including Ishmael) were circumcised.  We 

are not told whether they all willingly took this sign of belief in the One, 

True God.  Abraham obeyed the Lord God.  The people in his household took 

the sign of circumcision in obedience to him, but the personal decision of 

faith was their own.  We won’t know until heaven who in that household was a 

person of faith, and who was simply doing what they were told to do. 

 

Waiting on God is sometimes so difficult – but the end result is always hope. 

 

The result of waiting:   Isaiah 40:31 

    Psalm 40:1-3 

 

Why does God wait? Isaiah 30:18 

    II Peter 3: 8,9 

 

What to do when it seems God is waiting? 

    Luke 18:1-8 

    II Peter 3: 11,12 

    Habakkuk 3:17-19 (memorize this) 

 

 

Are you waiting on God for anything?  What does this passage teach you? 
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