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Genesis Chapter 15  - Answers 
 

 

In this chapter: 

 Abram is specifically promised a son from his own body 

 Faith is defined 

 The LORD covenants with Abraham unconditionally 

 Abraham becomes the father of all who believe 

 

So far, in Abram’s relationship with God, the Lord God has promised Abram 

that He will give him a new land, and make him a great nation, and make his 

name great, and will make him a blessing to the whole world.   

 

Abram has believed these promises, evidenced by his willingness to leave the 

land of his fathers and go to a new place, following the Lord’s direction. 

 

But Abram doesn’t have some specifics – like, for instance, how will God 

make him a great nation when he doesn’t even have a son?  Will God give him 

a son….or will Lot be the one who carries on the family name and receives the 

promises from God….or will even a servant in Abram’s household be the one 

who carries on the family name (which was an accepted custom in those days 

for men with no son to inherit the family fortune). 

 

Abram has already figured out that Lot won’t be the one.  And there is no 

son yet, after all this time….so…..perhaps it will be one of Abram’s trusted 

servants who will inherit the blessings of God.????? 

 

Discussion Question:  What are some of the things which make you 

afraid?  If you are studying this by yourself, take the time to make a 

list of your biggest fears.  If you are studying with a group, come up 

with a group list of fears.  I just want you to go into this chapter 

having some inkling of how Abram must have felt as he approached the 

future with no son.  He must have felt he had to do something!!! This 

was a reasonable fear – for with no one to pass on the family 
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responsibility to, the whole family and all the people connected with that 

family, could perish at the father’s death. 

 

1. (:1)  I am always curious, when the LORD says “Do not fear” – why is 

the LORD saying “Do not fear”?  Abram has just finished winning a 

major battle against powerful adversaries.  Why would he be afraid?   

(hint:  you can tell from the LORD’s words after the “do not fear”.) 

 

Abram was afraid – since no son had appeared as God promised, was the Lord 

going to abandon Abram someday because of his lack of ability to produce an 

heir?  Yes, Abram was protected by God now, but would God change his 

mind? 

 

2. (:2,3)  Was your answer to Question #1 right? 

 

 

3. (:2,3)  Who is going to inherit Abraham’s fortune if he dies right now? 

 

Right now, Eliezer, his slave, is the next in line.   

 

4. (:4,5)  What was the promise God made to Abraham? 

 

Very specifically, The Lord God says, no, it will not be Eliezer or any other 

servant.  It will be a son…who comes from Abram’s own body.  And then, to 

cement the promise firmly in Abram’s mind, the Lord God shows Abram all 

the stars in the night sky.  He promises that the family of Abram will be so 

numerous they will not be able to be counted…just like the stars. 

 

I can’t imagine being walked outside by the Lord, and told to look up at the 

heavens He created.  Would that help me believe? 
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5. (:6)  What is faith?   What does faith do for us?   Was Abram 

righteous before God?  Why? 

 

“Faith is the evidence of things not seen…”  (Hebrews 11:1)  Faith is hearing 

or reading something true and believing it even if you can’t yet see it.  

Abram’s faith in God was not based on seeing something happen.  It was 

based on believing that if God said it, then it was true – it would happen.   

 

Abram was not having faith in his faith at this point.  He was having faith in 

God.  God said it.  It’s true.  Abram had faith in God. 

 

“And he believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him for righteousness”  

(:6) 

 

Abram was righteous before God.  God looked at Abram and saw righteous 

Abram.  Why?  Because Abram believed.  Not because Abram had never 

sinned…or never sinned from this point on….but because God said it and 

Abram believed it. 

 

6. (:7)  The LORD is about to “strike a covenant” with Abram.  How does 

He begin? 

 

This is going to be a contract.  Between God and Abram.  God starts by 

stating Who He is.  I AM.  This is going to be a contract between the I AM 

and Abram.   

 

7. (:7-11)  What is Abraham told to do to set things up for the 

“covenant-striking”? 

 

The picture we see here of “striking a covenant” was a commonly accepted 

practice in Abram’s day.  A man would sacrifice animals (signifying the fact 

that this is a very serious covenant since something had to die to make it 

happen), then cut the animals in half lengthwise, and lay one half of the 

animal on one side of a “path”, and the other half of the animal on the other 

side of the “path”. 

http://www.kathleendalton.com/


 “In the Beginning, God…..” 

A Verse-by-Verse Study of the Book of Genesis 
www.kathleendalton.com 

 

 

 

Then both parties of the covenant would walk between the cut halves of the 

animals, down the center of the path, signifying that if they broke the 

covenant, death would be the result for the one breaking the covenant. 

 

Abram was told by the Lord God to sacrifice a heifer, a goat, a ram, and 

turtledove and a pigeon, cut them in two (but not the birds – too small), and 

lay the half-bodies on either side of the path. 

 

Abram guarded the dead carcasses until the Lord God showed up to cut the 

covenant with him.  But God didn’t show for a long time.  Abram fell asleep – 

a deep and troubling sleep, and in his sleep the Lord God appeared to him . 

 

8. (:12)  A deep sleep comes upon Abraham…can you remember other 

people in scripture who fell into a deep sleep so that the LORD could 

do something huge in their life?   (Genesis 2:21, Genesis 28:11) 

 

 Adam went to sleep so the Lord could create Eve out of one of Adam’s 

ribs.  (Genesis 2:21)   

 Jacob (grandson of Abram) went to sleep while he was running away 

from a mess he had created, and the Lord appeared to him.  (Genesis 

28:11) 

 

 

9. Why would God do that? 

 

Well, in Adam’s case it was probably to protect him from the trauma of the 

“surgery”.  In Jacob’s case it was probably to remove all other distractions 

so Jacob could hear God’s message. 

 

Does God speak to people in sleep….or in dreams?  Yes.  Does He always? No.  

It’s up to Him how He wants to communicate with us….not up to us to demand 

a certain method.  One thing is for sure, though.  God will never tell us in 

sleep or in a dream to do something which He has already said in His Word 

(the Bible) not to do.  God doesn’t contradict Himself.   
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10. (:13-21)  What are the good and bad things God promises will happen 

to Abram and his descendants? 

 

So now, as Abram sleeps, the Lord appears to him and gives him even more 

clarity about His promises.  He tells Abram: 

 He will, indeed, have descendants, and they will actually be slaves in a 

foreign land for 400 years before they inherit the land God has 

promised to Abram. 

 Abram will live to a good, old age. 

 He describes the borders of this land He is giving to Abram and his 

descendents:  River of Egypt on the south, Euphrates River (in 

present-day Iran) to the north.   

 And He names the different nations who will be conquered by Abram’s 

descendants as they claim the land the Lord God has given to them. 

 

11. (:16)  Why were they going to have to be slaves in a foreign land for 

400 years? 

 

Apparently the Lord God knew how long it would take before the current 

occupiers of this promised land would be totally sold out to sin – no more 

possibility of any of them coming to faith in the One, True God.  God would 

wait until the sin of the Amorites was complete.  Total.  No going back.  Then 

He would direct the children of Abram to conquer the land. 

 

The land was promised to Abram.  But possession would not be his (or his 

descendants) for 400 years. 

  

12. (:17)  What action on the LORD’s part sealed this covenant? 

 

Here’s the very interesting part about this covenant between the Lord God 

and Abram:  Whereas usually both parties to the covenant would walk on the 

path between the slain animals, in this covenant only the Lord God Himself 

walks that path – Abram is still sleeping.  The Lord God, looking like a burning 

torch, walks the path between the pieces of sacrificed animals and makes a 

one-sided promise.  There is no “if” you do this, I will do this.  The promise is 
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all on God’s side – “I will do this”, guaranteed.  Abram cannot undo the 

promise at this point by lack of action or even by lack of belief.  The promise 

has been made by God.  He does not ever go against His Word. 

 

 

 

13. Was this covenant conditional or unconditional?  (Is there an “if”?) 

And what difference does that make to us? 

This is an unconditional covenant.  No conditions necessary for fulfillment.  

Abram had already believed in the One, True God.  Now God says:  “Watch 

and see what I will do”.   

 

The reason this matters to us is that our eternity rests also on an 

unconditional covenant with God.  Jesus – God – has told us that He died in 

our place.  He paid the ultimate price for our sin.  “But God demonstrates 
His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us.”  (Romans 5:8).   

 

And also that He not only died but also rose again, and is alive today, and is 

coming back for us soon.  “I go to prepare a place for you, and if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that 
where I am there you may be also.”  (John 14:2-4) 

 

The question for us is:  do we believe what He has said?  If we do, then we 

are righteous in God’s sight.   If we do not, we are still ugly sinners (just like 

the Amorites of old) in God’s sight. “He who believes in the Son has 
everlasting life; and he who does not believe in the Son shall not see life, but 
the wrath of God abides on him”  (John 3:36) 

 

If we, like Abram, simply believe what God has said, even though we haven’t 

actually “seen” eternity, we will go to heaven.  And the Lord Himself will 

make that happen.  He will perform it.  The promise is His.  He says to us, in 

effect, “You believe Me…I will do the rest”. 
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Some people think that Abram had to be circumcised (later) in order to 

receive all the promises of God.  But that can’t be true – because in verse 6 

of this chapter, Abram is declared righteous because of his belief in God, 

long before he was ever circumcised.  The circumcision came later, so that 

Abram could openly declare to the whole world what had already happened in 

his heart – He believed God.    

 

(Romans 4:11 “And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the 
righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. So then, 
he is the father of all who believe but have not been circumcised, in order 
that righteousness might be credited to them.”) 
 

In the same way, we, as Christians, are not saved when we are baptized.  In 

that moment when we surrender our lives to Jesus, believing in Him, we are 

declared righteous before God.  We should definitely be baptized after 

that, to show the world that we have believed, but the baptism comes after 

the faith.  The moment of faith is the moment of salvation. 

 

There’s one more reason this matters to us.  The promise of the land to the 

Jews was unconditional.  No matter how badly the Jews (Abram’s 

descendants) failed, the land was still theirs, from the River of Egypt the 

the River Euprates. 

 

That promise is yet to be fulfilled.  An unbelieving Jewish nation still has a 

promise waiting to come true for them.  The Good News is that when the 

Lord does fulfill that promise, the descendants of Abram will no longer have 

their backs turned on their Messiah, Jesus.  They will come to openly believe 

in Him at some time in the Last Days – and will joyfully receive their promise 

from God soon after that!  

 

 “In that day a fountain shall be opened for the house of David and for the 
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 inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and uncleanness”  Zechariah 13:1 

 

“Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord God: “I will gather you from the 
peoples, assemble you from the countries where you have been scattered, 
and I will give you the land of Israel.”  Ezekiel 11:17 

 

“Yes, I will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will assuredly plant 
them in this land, with all My heart and with all My soul.”  Jeremiah 32:41 
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