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Genesis Chapter 14 – Answers 

 
What is “politics”?  Governments.  Laws.  Armies.  Kings, presidents, 

governors.  Wars.  Nations.  Groups of people band together to make life 

work for them, and part of that banding together includes protecting 

themselves from other groups of people who would like to have the blessings 

of life for themselves, even if they have to take it away from another group 

of people.   Politics is simply the way any group of people figures out how to 

live together, under one set of laws and protections, in order to be safe, 

happy and prosperous. 

 

It’s an incongruity….but in order to be safe, happy and prosperous, people 

have to give up a little of what they value. They give up some independence, 

they work together, and they protect themselves from the other sinful 

people in the world.  And sometimes they get caught in the crossfire of two 

groups of people fighting for what they want.  That’s politics. 

 

This is nothing new.  It’s all a part of our world today, and it was all a part of 

Abraham’s world, too.  In today’s chapter, both Lot and Abram get caught in 

the crossfire. 

 

1. :1-12  Who’s who, and who’s making war with who? 

 

The 4 kings to the left have conquered the 5 

kings below and have demanded they serve 

them and pay tribute to them for 12 years.  In 

the 13th year the 5 kings below rebel and try 

to win their freedom. 

 

They end up in a battle in the Valley of 

Sidim, and the 5 kings end up defeated.  

Those who don’t die in the battle run to 

the mountains, and the 4 kings go to the 

towns of Sodom and Gomorroah and take 

all the people as slaves and all their goods.  

Amraphel – King of Shinar 

Arioch,  King of Ellasar 

Cherdolaomer, King of Elam 

Tidal, King of nations  
 

Bera, King of Sodom 

Birsha, King of Gomorrah 

Shinab, King of Admah 

Shemeber, King of Zeboiim 

(no name),  King of Bela (Zoar) 
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2. :12   Who gets caught up in the crossfire of this political situation? 

 

Because Lot, Abram’s nephew, lives in Sodom, both Lot and Abram are 

affected by the politics (war) of the region.   

 

3. :13   Abram has not chosen to live in Sodom or Gormorrah or any of 

the other cities being attacked and destroyed in this chapter.  

Why does he have to get involved? 

 

Abram is not attacked, nor is he a part of either coalition of kings, but he 

sort of has no choice but to try to rescue his nephew.  Family ties are still 

strong, even when one member of the family (Lot) hasn’t been too fair with 

another member of the family (Abram).  (Genesis 13:8) 

 

4. :14-16  What does Abram do, and is he successful? 

 

He organizes his trained men – from that we have to conclude that Abram is 

used to having to fight wars – and he attacks the 4 kings who have captured 

Lot and his family.  Abram’s warring party chased the 4 kings all the way up 

into Syria – and then recovered Lot, his family, and all that was Lot’s, and 

also everyone else from Sodom. 

 

Abram chose not to live in Sodom himself – and we’re going to see later what 

a desperately wicked place it was – but still, he shows kindness and mercy by 

bringing them all back to their homes, intact and with all their stuff. 

 

5. :17  Which king shows up to thank Abram for what he has done? 

 

Only the king of Sodom shows up to thank Abram.   
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6. :18  Who is Melchizidek, King of Salem?  Have we seen him before? 

 

Now here’s a puzzle.  Melchizidek is not mentioned anywhere else in Genesis, 

but he seems to be a pretty big player in the region.  He was not only a king, 

but also one who ministered the Lord to anyone who would listen.  He was not 

a pagan – not an idol-worshipper.  He was a true worshipper of the One, True 

God, the same God Abram worshipped.  Perhaps he is a left-over from the 

time of Noah, a man who had the truths Noah taught passed down to him, 

and he believed, and because a valuable servant of the One, True God. 

 

7. :19-20  What does Melchizidek do for Abram?  Who gave who a tithe?  

What does that tell us about Melchizidek?  What does that tell us 

about Abram? 

 

Melchizidek blesses Abram.  (The greater blesses the lesser).  He 

recognizes that Abram is the up and coming leader of the people who 

worship the One, True God.  God Most High has chosen Abram to spread the 

truth about Him to the world, and Melchizidek somehow knows that. 

 

It is almost like a crowing ceremony.  The Old king is passing on the crown to 

the new king.   

 

And Abram understands all of this, too.  He openly demonstrates his 

submission to the one who has served the Lord God the longest – by offering 

him a tenth (tithe) of the proceeds of his battle.  He bows in submission to 

Melchizidek, stating for all the world to see that Melchizidek is the greater. 

 

This is a true, real-life event, not just a story to teach us something.   

 

But it definitely does teach us something - something referred to in later 

portions of the Bible.  Look at Psalm 110:4 and Hebrews 7:1-10.  Both of 

these passages indicate that Jesus, the King ad Priest Who was yet to come 

in Abram’s day, was Himself a Priest – the same kind as Melchizidek. 
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So what kind of priest was Melchizidek?  He was a priest to the whole world, 

not just a priest to Israel.  The priests of Israel (later on, after the Jews 

were in the promised land) were important, but they only ministered to 

Israel.  Melchizidek ministered to anyone in the whole world who wanted to 

worship the One True God.  And in the same way, so does Jesus.   

 

Jesus is a priest – the scriptures tell us so.  He is, in fact, a  Prophet, Priest 

and King.  But He is not priest of only Israel.  He is a Priest to the world. 

 

When Abram submitted to Melchizidek he may not totally have understood 

what he was doing, he just knew it was the right thing to do.  But we 

understand now, looking back, that he was symbolizing the fact that no 

matter how important and loved the children of Israel would be, they would 

never be so loved or cared for that God would turn His back on the rest of 

the world.  The Lord chose the Jewish people to show Himself to the world 

so that they could all worship Him.  The Jewish people were for reaching the 

world, not for cutting off the world.  Melchizidek was for reaching the 

world, not for cutting off the world.  Jesus is for reaching the world, not 

for cutting off the world. 

 

8. :21-24   What does the King of Sodom want to give to Abram in thanks 

for what he has done?  Why does Abram refuse? 

 

The king of Sodom wants the people back – to take them home again.  But he 

tells Abram to keep all the stuff – all the possessions, the jewels, the gold, 

the valuable stuff the 4 kings had taken and Abram had recovered.   

 

He is essentially offering to pay Abram for going to war on his behalf.  It is 

a reasonable offer. 

 

Abram refuses because he knows that if he takes the “prize money”, so to 

speak, people will say that he was made rich by the king of Sodom….or that 

he was made rich by his own power and strength.  And Abram’s commitment 

to the One, True God is greater than that.  He has specific promises from 
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the One, True God, and he wants the whole world to know that he is not 

going out and grabbing those promises – they are being bestowed on him by 

one much greater than any man.  One much greater than himself.  Abram will 

be a great and powerful man someday, but he wants the world to know there 

is no man who will ever be greater than the One, True God. 

 

Thank you, Abram, for the reminder.  That is sometimes easy to forget. 

 

9. Abram shows us what it takes to survive in the world scene…in other 

words, what kind of behavior God blesses as we deal with political 

enemies or friends.   What can you learn from this chapter about 

how to walk by faith through political upheaval? 

 

What kind of political behavior does God desire from us? 

 

 Accept the fact that politics is a reality of life.  Don’t hide your head 

in the sand and pretend you will never have to deal with it. 

 Think it through.  Be prepared to face political situations.  Yes, there 

may be war.  Learn how to live with war if you have to.  Don’t blame 

God for what men have brought on themselves. 

 Be loyal to your family – to those who look to you for support and 

survival.   

 Submit yourself to those greater than you.  Submit yourself to 

authorities.  Accept the fact that you are most probably not so 

tremendously important in the world scene that everyone else has to 

step aside for what you want. 

 Focus your eyes on the blessings of God – coming from God.  Don’t 

think blessings come from any person.  They don’t.   
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