
“Minor Prophets” 
A Introduction to the Twelve Minor Prophets of the Old Testament 

www.kathleendalton.com 
 

 

 

 

Minor Prophets 
 

In the Old Testament there were twelve Minor Prophets.  They were 

ordinary men.   Seven (7) of them were pretty much unknowns, and then 

there was a country boy, a man of royal lineage, an old man, a priest, and a 

shepherd. 

 

They all had two things in common: a burning desire to know God, and a 

willingness to speak His message to people who needed to hear it. 

 

Hosea is given a wrenching assignment from the Lord – marry a prostitute! 

 

Joel remembers a horrifying locust plague, and urges Israel to wake up to an 

even greater plague about to descend on them.  He jumps off from there and 

speaks of a time of repentance and pardon coming far off into the future. 

 

Amos speaks words of warning of judgment sure to come, and a just as sure 

grace to follow. 

 

Obadiah assured the Israelites that their enemies would also face a 

judgment day. 

 

Jonah ran away from God, but couldn’t resist in the end. 

 

Micah hid promises of a coming Messiah in his poetic words. 

 

Nahum prophesies to the same people Jonah did.  Except, in Jonah’s day 

those people, the Ninevites, repented.  In Nahum’s day they deserved, and 

eventually got, God’s judgment. 

 

Habakkuk  has questions for God. 
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Zephaniah uncovers lies which have been believed…lies which have led a 

whole nation away from God’s ways. 

 

Haggai , along with Zechariah, spurs a struggling group of survivors to reach 

for the heights – and to put their faith in the hugeness of God, even though 

they can only accomplish a little. 

 

And Malachi blasts the religious rulers, the priests, for their part in driving 

the people of God away from looking for their Messiah. 

 

All of these men willingly obeyed God, even though for some of them it 

meant ridicule and suffering.  The only reason we call these twelve “minor” is 

that they wrote short books.  Their messages were just as “major” as the 

“Major Prophets”  (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel). 

 

The twelve Minor Prophets were all ordinary men obeying God…but why did 

they do it? 

 

They did it because of Jesus. 

 

Adam and Eve, loved by God, turned willingly to follow an evil angel, telling 

them the lie that has lasted through thousands of years:  “You will be like 

God.” 

 

With their one act of disobedience they declared their intention to believe 

the liar rather than trust the One Who had always told them the truth…and 

they doomed all of their descendents to come into the world with the desire 

to sin locked into their genetic code. 

 

All except One.   

 

Even before Adam and Eve left, in disgrace, the garden they had been born 

in, they had been given a quiet gift from God…a promise that someday, 

SomeOne of their own descendents would reverse the curse and destroy the 

power of sin forever.   
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From the time of Adam and Eve men passed on the story of God – the sad 

story of falling away from His wonderful presence – and the joyful story of a 

promised Savior yet to come.  And from the time of Adam and Eve every 

person who believed that story – who put their lives into the hands of 

Almighty God because they trusted and believed what He said – was able to 

come by faith back into the family of God.  The family they had lost through 

the sin of Adam and Eve. 

 

By faith – by believing what God said. 

 

That’s why the prophets of God spoke out – they believed God was going to 

rescue people from sin by being the Savior they needed…and they knew 

beyond the shadow of a doubt that no other job in the world was as urgent 

as theirs – to share their part of the message about Him. 

 

They did, after all, only have a part.  But put them all together, in one book, 

in the hands of a forgiven people, and the whole picture was a clear as clear 

could be.  The Messiah would be recognized because the Major and Minor 

Prophets painted His picture for all the world to see. 

 

Over 25 prophets, in over 300 prophecies, covering a period of 1,500 years, 

predicted the Jewish Messiah in the Jewish scriptures…. 
Prophecy Jewish Scripture New Testament 

Scripture 

He would be a man Genesis 3:15 Galatians 4:4 

He would be a Jew Genesis 12:3 

Genesis 18:18 

Luke 3:34 

Matt. 1:2 

Acts 3:25 

Galatians 3:16 

He would be of the tribe of 

Judah 

Genesis 49:10 Luke 3:33 

Matthew 1:2 

He would be a King 

(of the seed of David) 

Psalms 132:11,12 

Jeremiah 23:5,6 

Psalms 2:6-9 

Matthew 1:6 

Romans 1:3 

Acts 2:30 

He would be a prophet like 

Moses 

Deuteronomy 18:15, 19 Matt. 21:11 

John 1:45 

John 6:14 

Acts 3:22-23 

He would be the Son of 

God 

Psalms 2:7 

Proverbs 30:4 

Luke 1:32 

Matthew 3:17 
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He would be born in 

Bethlehem 

Micah 5:2 Matthew 2:1 

He would forgive sins Micah 7:18 John 3:16 

Homage would be given 

Him by great Kings 

 

Psalms 72:10,11 

 

Matt. 2:1-11 

He would be born of a 

virgin 

Isaiah 7:14 Matthew 1:18-25 

Luke 1:26-35 

He would perform miracles Isaiah 35:5,6 

 

John 11:47 

Matthew 11:3-6 

He would come before the 

2nd temple in Jerusalem 

was destroyed (70 A.D.) 

Daniel 9:24-26 Historical fact 

He would be betrayed by a 

friend 

Psalms 41:9 John 13:18,21 

He would be rejected Psalms 118:22,23 

Isaiah 8:14, 15 

Isaiah 28:16 

Matt 21:42,43 

Acts 4:11 

Romans 9:32,33 

Ephesians 2:20 

He would be preceded by 

Elijah 

Malachi 4:5&6  

He would be meek & mild Isaiah 42:2,3 

Isaiah 53:7 

Matt. 12:18-20 

Matt 26:62,63 

He would minister to 

Gentiles 

Isaiah 42:1 

Isaiah 49:1,8 

Matt. 12:21 

He would be smitten Isaiah 50:6 Matt. 26:67 

Matt 27:26,30 

He would suffer & bring 

salvation 

Isaiah 53 The 4 Gospels 

He would be pierced Zechariah 12:10 

Psalm 22:16 

John 19:34,37 

He would be forsaken by 

His disciples 

Zechariah 13:7 Matthew 26:31,56 

He would be crucified Psalm 22 

Psalm 69:21 

Matthew 27:34-50 

John 19:28-30 

He would have his 

garments parted & cast 

lots for 

Psalm 22:19 Luke 23:34 

He would ascend to 

heaven 

Psalm 68:18 Luke 24:51 

Acts 1:9 

He would have victory 

over death 

Isaiah 25:8 John 20:1-10, 19-25 

Gentiles shall seek the 

Messiah of Israel 

Isaiah 11:10 Romans 11:25 

Died for the sins of the 

Jewish people and the 

whole world 

Isaiah 53:8 John 3:16 

He would be God Jeremiah 23:5,6 

Hosea 13:4 

John 10:30 

John 8:58 
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Below you will see some practical ways other ordinary people have tried to 

fulfill their calling to be minor prophets…risking reputations, jobs, family 

acceptance, even safety…for the privilege of sharing their part of the 

picture of Jesus for all the world to see: 

 

A young waitress hosted a breakfast at her apartment for the people 

she worked with.  She told her friends that she was inviting her Pastor to 

join this breakfast group and answer any questions they may have about 

God.  They came. 

 

Public School Teachers pray for the students they know are sharing 

their faith in Christ.  And they pray for the students they know are 

walking in darkness.  They pray that a believing student will find them and 

witness to them.  They realize with a great sense of responsibility that 

they may be the only one praying for some of their students. 

 

Many have started Bible Studies at their places of employment.  They 

have spread the word through word of mouth, or by e-mail – some have 

led those studies themselves, others have brought in a friend who will 

lead the study. 

 

A young single career woman offered rooms in her home to a friend 

in need.  She lived the Gospel in front of her friend and her children day 

by day.  They spoke often together of Christ.  They prayed together 

before meals.  Her friend accepted Christ as her LORD and Savior. 

 

Some have started Bible Studies in their neighborhoods.  People they 

didn’t even know have come.  One of the gals who did this had just lost 

her husband to a sudden heart attack.  Her neighbors who knew and loved 

her came to this study simply because they wanted to be sure she was 

OK.  They stayed to learn and grow and find a personal relationship with 

Jesus Christ. 
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Another young woman started a Bible study in her home because she 

had a parent living with her, and wanted to give her a chance to grow in 

the LORD, too.  She did. 

 

As a second career, one woman opened up a business..a Scrapbook 

store – where people linger and talk – and sometimes scrapbook in order 

to recover from serious loss – and they want to talk about it to someone – 

and she had many, many chances to recommend Jesus, who can meet all 

needs. 

 

A young newspaper writer had lunch every week with a co-worker - and 

began to present the claims of Christ to someone who otherwise would 

never even have considered them.  That co-worker came to know Christ 

as Savior and today teaches Bible classes, himself. 

 

Others have not had the words to speak eloquently of Christ…they 

have simply told someone about the church they go to…and offered to 

meet them there.  

 

A Child-care giver talked about the Lord with the parents of the kids 

she provided child-care for.  As those kids became a part of her life, she 

was able to talk along the way about the things she was learning from a 

Personal God. 

 

A young mom started a Bible Study with old friends from High School.  

They talked about common memories and new common interests – and 

talked about the difference a relationship to Jesus has made since High 

School. 

 

Another young mom walks every morning in her neighborhood.  Saying 

hi to everyone.  Asking  where they live – telling them where she lives.  

Asking where they go to church.  Telling them where she goes to church.  

Being open to hearing about their lives…and willing to share about her life 

with Jesus. 
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Someone else offers to help an elderly neighbor with cooking or finances 

or trips to the doctor.  As they travel together she looks for 

opportunities to comment that she knows many people are afraid to die  

If they are (who isn’t?) then she can talk about the peace you have 

knowing you are going to see Jesus when you die. 

 

A worker in a salon gets into conversations with co-workers about how 

to have a relationship to God…in fact, most people don’t have any idea 

that God wants to have a relationship to us – and show them Psalms 139 – 

awesome Psalm about the intimate knowledge our God has of each one of 

us. 

 

A young college student had a roommate who didn’t know the Lord, but 

didn’t  know how to begin a conversation.  She arranged a discussion get-

together with other people in the same boat, telling them to invite their 

roommates, and let people know they would be discussing how to have a 

relationship to God.  It worked.  People came.  It gave many of them 

courage to pursue those conversations over the weeks and months to 

come. 

 

Many invite friends to lunch – and make it a point to ask them if they 

know for sure they are going to heaven when they die.  Does it seem like 

it would be hard to get those words out?  It is.  But as soon as you do, 

you get the chance to tell that friend that you do know you are going to 

heaven when you die, and why you know that.   

 

A school teacher sang a solo in church and invited her students to come. 

 

A young mom got a part-time job in a gym.  As she worked with people 

who were working out, she took the opportunity to talk about the Person 

who helped her the most with the imperfections in her life.  Jesus.  The 

One who is sufficient for every need we have in life. 

 

Another woman knows her neighbors well, and prays with them when 

tragedy strikes. 
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A doctor prays with her patients in the hospital. 

 

Someone else started Bible Study in a very public place.  She was so 

discouraged because no one came.  No matter how much she invited 

people as they walked by…or even people she knew…no one came.  But she 

persevered…and finished I John.  For the several weeks that this went on 

she used to talk to her friend at work, about what she was going to teach 

that night.  The co-worker would politely listen.  Sometime after the 

“failed” Bible study was over, the gal who persevered through the Bible 

Study got the chance to lead her co-worker to the Lord.  You can imagine 

her joy as the thought finally hit her:  that failed Bible Study at the 

YMCA actually did have someone coming….someone who sat next to her at 

work and listened every week to what was going to be taught…and finally 

became hungry to know personally the Jesus of the Bible. 

 

An older woman had a stroke.  She went through therapy, and then 

moved temporarily to her daughter’s home where she was  a living witness 

to people even when she was at her weakest. 

 

A man faithfully visited his Mom in the nursing home, making friends 

with the other people there, too.  He continued to visit those new friends 

long after his Mom was home with Jesus. 

 

Restaurant owners started a lending library for their employees.  They 

stocked it with great books about the Bible and about the Lord, and with 

tapes from the Sunday sermons at church.  The library was well-used. 

 

A woman got a job sitting with patients at a hospital.  Many patients have 

no family or friend to sit with them during long hospital stays, and 

hospitals hire people to do just that.  She sometimes read the paper, 

sometimes a good book, while sitting quietly in hospital rooms, and 

sometimes brought along a Bible and offered to read out loud to patients 

during their good times. 
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A man was a day-in-day-out witness to his family as he sat by his 

father’s bedside and told him of the love of Jesus over and over again in 

the days before he died. 

 

A Jewish believer in Jesus lovingly invite his Jewish family to attend his 

Jewish/Christian wedding – to give them the unparalleled opportunity to 

see the fulfillment of the Jewish Messiah in the person of Jesus. 

 

A High-school boy takes the direct approach – he tells his friends they 

are going to rot in Hell if they do not know Jesus as their Savior 

 

An architect takes a Mission trip and washes the feet of young 

hoodlums in Nicaragua, asking for the privilege of doing so as he explains 

his own grief over not being able to pass on the good news of Jesus to his 

own children.     

 

An elderly woman is concerned about her friend who has been taken to a 

nursing home.  She asks her Bible study teacher to go visit her friend.  

The friend responds well to the visit and a time of prayer, and asks the 

Bible study teacher to come back again.  The next time the teacher 

arrives, they talk quite genuinely about whether or not this friend has a 

relationship with Jesus.  The friend commits her life to Christ.  Three 

days later she sees Him face to face. 

 

A group of people in an apartment complex start a Bible study in the 

book of John, mostly to give one of their disabled apartment neighbors a 

chance to hear the story of Jesus.  After a whole year of studying John, 

the neighbor firmly states her belief in Jesus and gives her life to Him. 

 

I could tell so many more of these true stories ….these people are all Minor 

Prophets…ordinary people with a burning desire to know God, and a 

willingness to speak His message to their world. 
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