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Ezra Chapter 4 – Questions 
 
 

1. When?  (this is really important to know in this chapter) 
 

 
 

2. Where? 
 

3. Who?  (Who were their leaders?) 
 

4. What happens? 
 

5. (:1)  Why would the returning exiles have enemies? 
Why would they not want the exiles to rebuild the temple? 

 
6. (:2-5) What four (4) methods did the enemies of Israel use 

to try to stop their work on the temple? 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

 
 
 
 
We will need our timeline to get our arms around this next 
question.  So far, in Chapter 4, Ezra has been telling us what 
happened as the first group of Jews returned to Israel under the 
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leadership of Zerubbabel.  The have made the return trip, gone to 
their own cities to settle their families, then gathered in Jerusalem 
to rebuild the altar in the burned down temple, and began to make 
offerings again, and kept the Feast of Tabernacles for the first time 
in 70 years.  The 2nd year they were back they began to rebuild the 
temple – starting with laying the foundation.  This laying of the 
foundation brought great joy, and also some sadness. 
 
But now, in Chapter 4, this first group of Jewish returnees begins 
to face some fierce opposition from the people who were living 
already in the land at their return.  Their efforts to stop the 
rebuilding of the temple were temporarily successful – and for 
almost 20 years the first group of Jews stopped working on the 
temple. 
 
In Chapter 4 Ezra shows us many ways the enemies of God tried 
to discourage and stop the Jews from getting their job done.  One 
of their methods of fighting against the Jews was letters they wrote 
to the government of Persia..  In Chapter 4 we see a copy of a 
letter written not during the time of this first group of returning 
Jews, but in the time of the 3rd group of returning Jews.  
Remember, Ezra is putting this history all together in a book long 
after the events happened, so he is able to slide in some proof 
from different time frames that the enemies of Israel used the 
same evil methods again and again. 
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7. (:7-23) (This section is like a little parenthesis that Ezra adds to the story – telling 

about something which happens almost 100 years later than the rest of this chapter) 
so…Almost 100 years later, when Nehemiah brought a group 
back, what was another method used by the enemies of Israel to 
try to stop the work on the temple? 
 
7. (:24)  (Now Ezra is back again to the time of the first group of 

returnees) What was the result of the work of the enemies of 
Israel?   
(This result lasts for almost 20 years.) 

 
9.  What does this chapter teach you about “coming out” of 
Babylon? 
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