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Jesus’ Last Week – Either Tuesday or Wednesday 

The Plot, The Anointing, The Betrayal 
Matthew 26:1-16 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below is a simple listing of the events in the week before and then just 

after Jesus’ crucifixion.   
 

Sunday: 

Jesus Enters Jerusalem on a Donkey – The Triumphant Entry  

Matthew 21:1-17 

 

Monday: 

Parables, Questions, Teachings 

Matthew 21:18 – 25:46 

 

Tuesday (or Wednesday): 

Dinner at Bethany 

Judas accepts betrayal money from the religious rulers  

Matthew 26:1-16 

 

Thursday 

Passover Dinner 

Prayer in the Garden 

Betrayal 

Disciples abandon Jesus 

Trial before Caiphas 

Peter denies Jesus 3 times 

Matthew 26:17-75 

 

Friday: 

Jesus taken to Pilate 

Judas hangs himself 

Barnabas released 

Jesus crucified 

Jesus dies 

Jesus put in tomb 

Matthew 27:1-61 

 

Saturday: 

Pilate sets extra guards at the tomb 

Matthew 27:62-66 

 

Sunday: 

He is Alive!!!! 

Matthew 28 
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This lesson covers the events of Tuesday (or Wednesday): 

 
The Plot 

Matthew 16:1-5   “Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished all these 
sayings, that He said to His disciples, ‘You know that after two days is the 

Passover, and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified.’ 
 

Then the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders of the people assembled at 
the palace of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, and plotted to take 

Jesus by trickery and kill Him.  But they said, ‘Not during the feast, lest 
there be an uproar among the people’.” 

 

1. Why would the leaders of the Jewish people plot to kill Jesus? 
 

a. Why would they even want to kill this Man who performed such 
miracles? 

 
Remember – following and believing in Jesus meant something more than 

intellectual agreement that Jesus was a great man.  It meant admitting that 
Jesus was the Promised Messiah – the Son of God – in fact, God Himself.   

The rulers of Israel, for the most part, would not admit these things.  They 

chose to believe He was lying about being the Messiah so that they would 
not have to admit their own sinfulness.  They chose to kill Him because 

leaving Him alive would mean they would never be rid of the guilt He was 
causing inside of them. 

 
b. Why would they have to resort to “trickery”?  If they were the 

leaders, and they thought Jesus was evil enough to be  
put to death, then why didn’t they just grab Him sometime while 

He was teaching,and take Him away?  (Matt. 21:46) (John 
11:47-50) 

 
They were in charge, yes, but they still were afraid of the will of the people.  

They knew the people could rebel against their authority.  If they arrested 
Him in secret there was a great chance the people would just accept their 

lies about Him.   

 
c. The Feast (The Passover + 7 days of the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread) was not going to start for another 2 days.   Their plot was 
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to wait until after the Feast…why did they change their minds 

and arrest Him so soon (before the Feast even got started)? 
 

They probably thought they couldn’t risk Him being actively teaching and 
doing miracles for another week.  Emotions were running high in the general 

populace. 
 

2. Fill in the blank:  Human beings plot, but    God’s   will   is done. 

(Proverbs 19:21)  “There are many plans in a man’s heart, 
nevertheless the Lord’s counsel – that will stand.” 

 
3. Why did Jesus want to die on the Passover day, and not a week later?  

(John 1:29)   
 

Jesus was “the lamb that taketh away the sin of the world.”  He needed to 
give His life away on Passover so that the Jewish nation could get the 

significance of what He was doing.  He was shedding His own blood so that 
those who would believe in Him would not have to die – just like what 

happened in Exodus when the Passover lamb was slain, its blood applied to 
the doorposts of all who believed, and the angel of death passed over those 

homes where believers lived. 

 
The Dinner in Bethany 

Matthew 26:6-13 “And when Jesus was in Bethany at the house of Simon 
the Leper, a woman came to Him having an alabaster flask of very costly 

fragrant oil, and she poured it on His head as He sat at the table.  But when 
His disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, ‘Why this waste? For this 

fragrant oil might have been sold for much and given to the poor.’ 
 

But when Jesus was aware of it, He said to them, ‘Why do you trouble the 
woman?  For she has done a good work for Me.  For you have the poor with 

you always, but Me you do not have always.  For in pouring this fragrant oil 
on My body, she did it for my burial.  Assuredly, I say to you, wherever this 

gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will also 
be told as a memorial to her’.” 
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4. Who was this woman?  (John 12:3) 
 

If this is an account of the same event we see in John 12:1-7, then this is 
Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus. 

 

5. It’s possible the Dinner at Bethany happened on Saturday or Sunday 
before Passover, instead of on Tuesday or Wednesday.  What makes 

us think this is possible?  (John 12:1-7)  Does that mean that either 
Matthew or John are telling a lie?  (and if so, does that mean the 

scriptures are not to be trusted?) 
 

It’s also possible that there were 2 different dinners, and 2 different events 
when a woman anointed Jesus with fragrant oil.  The John passage says it 

took place at the home of Mary, Martha and Lazarus.  The Matthew passage 
says it took place at the home of Simon the leper.  There’s no reason to 

think there could not have been 2 similar events.  No one is telling a lie 
here.  There are simply a few different possibilities for how these 2 stories 

are both accurate. 
 

6. The oil in this alabaster box was worth a common man’s wages for a 

year.  What was Mary thinking? 
 

Mary wasn’t trying to make a financial decision here.  She wasn’t necessarily 
being logical, either.  She was reacting with intense love and devotion.  She 

was giving her all.  She was not concerned about tomorrow or the next day 
or the rest of her life.  She was in love with the Lover of her Soul…and she 

had to express that. 

 
And one more thing was happening here, too, besides deep emotion.  Mary 

was responding to the leading of the Holy Spirit.  He knew Jesus was about 
to die – He led Mary to anoint Jesus for the death and burial that was 

coming.  It was a sign. 
 

 
7. Luke 10:39, John 11:32.  Where do we usually find Mary? 

 
At Jesus’ feet. 
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8. How would this have prepared her to understand that Jesus was about 
to die…when His other followers seem to be in a fog about this fact? 

 

James Boice, in his commentary on Matthew chapter 26 (The Gospel of 

Matthew, Volume 2, ‘The Triumph of the King’, page 553), tells the 

following story: 

 

“Many years ago, when he was just a young boy, Donald Grey 

Barnhouse was riding on a train with a well-known Bible teacher in 

route to one of the Bible teacher’s meetings.  The older man was 

reading his Bible.  Barnhouse was reading the newspaper.  At one 

point the boy looked over at the teacher, saw what he was doing, and 

said, ‘I wish I knew the Bible like you do.’ 

 

‘You’ll never get to know it by reading the newspaper,’ the older man 

said kindly.  Barnhouse said later that he got the message, put his 

paper away, and began to read his own Bible.  In time, he became a 

well-known Bible teacher, too.” 

 

His point?  When you are reading and studying your Bible, you are 

spending time at Jesus’ feet.   

 

9. Mary gave her most prized possession to Jesus as a gift.  She broke 
the costly little box and poured out the costly contents onto Him in 

order to anoint Him before His death.  She was helping to prepare Him 

for the trial which was facing Him.  She understood what was about to 
happen, and she found a way to show Jesus her love.  Can you find 

such a way today?  What would you do today to show Jesus how much 
you love Him, and to give Him pleasure?  What would you give Him 

which is costly and prized by you?  Would you struggle with yourself 
before you could give up this prized possession? 
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10. Would Jesus ever overlook or belittle your small gift, whatever it is?   

   
Boyce tells again, on page 554, of an immense but shattered statue 

found in the desert.  Nothing is left but the inscription:  “My name is 
Ozymandias, king of kings:/Look on my works, ye Mighty, and despair!”  

Nothing is there.  Just the proud words.  No kingdom.  Nothing which 
would make any man despair.  But Mary’s small act, criticized  by men 

more “important” that she, lives on.  
 

(Matthew 16:25-26) “For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever 

loses his life for my sake will find it.  For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole 

world, and loses his own soul?  Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?” 

 

 

The Betrayal 
Matthew 26:14-16  “Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went to 

the chief priests and said, ‘What are you willing to give me if I deliver Him to 
you?’  And they counted out to him thirty pieces of silver.  So from that time 

he sought opportunity to betray Him.” 
 

11. What in the world was Judas thinking?  John 12:6 
 

Nobody knows, of course, what Judas was actually thinking.  How in the 
world could he have walked with Jesus through a miraculous 3 years and yet 

betrayed Him at the end?  But we do know Judas was the keeper of the 

money for this little group of men, and we do see that Judas thought of the 
money (even at the last of the 3 years) more than he thought of love for 

Jesus. 
 

12. Is it possible to be quite close to Jesus and yet be lost? 
 

The answer is yes – this story of Judas proves it.  But, wow, we are blown 
away by this possibility! 

 
 

13. What could Judas have learned from Mary? 
 

Jesus is everything I need.  Money is nothing compared to Him. 
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APPLICATION QUESTION: 
 

14. What do you take away from this passage of scripture today? 
 

 
 

“My name is Ozymandias, king of kings:/ 
Look on my works, ye Mighty, and despair!” 
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