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Genesis 9 - Answers  
 
So….What is a covenant? 

 An agreement, vow, or promise between at least 2 parties 

 Can be one-sided (unilateral) or two-sided (bilateral)…key word is “if”. 

 There are terms 

 It is binding 

 Can’t be set aside if all parties are keeping their sides 

 There is something given as proof  

 

1. What are some covenants (or contracts) we use in our daily lives? 

 

Right off the top of my head I can think of: 

 

A. Marriage  

B. Purchasing a house 

C. Credit Card 

 

2. (9:1-17) What are the terms of this covenant God established  

with Noah? 

1. Between:  God and Noah and all his descendants and all creation 

2. Is there an “if”?  (In other words, is there a phrase which says “if you do 

this the covenant is broken)?  No 

3.  What are the terms? 

  Be fruitful & multiply 

  Fill the earth 

  Animals shall you and you will be over them 

 You may now eat animals 

 Do not eat meat with the blood 

 If you (or an animal) kill a man, you must by men be killed.  (This 

is not a deal-breaker-type “if”.  It’s a rule, given by God) 

 I (God) will never destroy all animals and mankind by a flood 

again. 

 

4.  What was given as proof?  Rainbow 

5.  Has it ever been set aside?  No 

6. What are we to remember when we see the sign?  God’s promise 

7. What is God to remember when He sees the sign?  God’s promise 
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3. (9:18-9:28) What exactly happened here? 

 

Noah got drunk and as a result was lying naked, exposed, in his tent.  His son, Ham, 

found him that way, and instead of respecting his father and covering him up so that he 

would not be exposed, he made a joke out of it, and humiliated his father’s naked body.  

Shem and Japheth were honorable and covered up their father, even backing into the tent 

so as not to gaze on his naked body.  They honored their father, and also honored God, 

because they recognized that Noah’s nakedness was supposed to be covered because of 

the sin all of them carried around in their bodies, ever since Adam and Eve.   Remember?  

Adam and Eve left the garden clothed by God because of the sin they would now carry 

within them for the rest of their lives.  This sin they passed on to all their descendants, 

Noah and his sons included, of course. 

 

4. Why does Canaan get cursed for Ham’s problem? 

 

Many times future generations suffer because of their parents’ sin.  It’s an ugly, but true 

fact of life.  Just look at all the generations which have suffered because of Adam and 

Eve’s sin!  (Exodus 34:7) 

 

5. What are the parts of this curse? 

a. Who is not included?  Shem, Japheth, and their descendants  

 

b. What is Canaan’s future going to look like?  A servant to his brother’s 

descendants 

 

 c.  Of the three brothers, whom will rule over whom?  Shem 

 

6.  Did the curse come true?    Gen 10:15,   I Kings 9:20-21 

 

Yes – and we see it at least in part in 1
st
 Kings 9:20&21.  One of the descendants of 

Canaan were the Amorites, and they are listed as permanent slaves under the rule of King 

Solomon. 

  

7. What covenant protects all of us from the curse of sin?  

 Jeremiah 31:31, John 3:36, I Cor 11:25 

 

The Good News coming from this ugly little story is that God’s curse on Ham and his 

son, Canaan, becomes God’s blessing to the whole world!  God’s curse was that Canaan 

would have to be a servant while Shem was a ruler.  That was hard on the descendants of 

Canaan.  But it turned out to be the biggest blessing the world ever would 

know…because the Jewish people would be the descendants of Shem, and the way Shem 

would end up ruling the world was in Jesus, the Messiah. 
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The covenant which God made with Shem, Ham and Japheth (the whole world) was one 

of who would rule over who in the nations of men. 

 

But the New Covenant was coming – through the coming Descendant of Shem (Jesus) -  

which God would make with the whole world.  It was one of Who would give up 

everything in order to serve, and save, the whole world.   
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