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Genesis 6 – Answers 

 
We have three (3) really major topics to cover in this chapter of Genesis.  We’re going to 

talk about sin, grace, and covenants with God.   

 

Sin – because the world, through sinning, had gotten itself into such a degraded state of 

affairs by Genesis Chapter 6. 

 

Grace – because one man, Noah, was shown the grace of God. 

 

And Covenants – because God took Noah & his family off the ark which saved them 

from the flood and made a covenant with them. 

 

Genesis 6:1-8 
“Now it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the 
earth, and daughters were born to them, 2 that the sons of God saw 

the daughters of men, that they were beautiful; and they took wives 
for themselves of all whom they chose. 
3 And the LORD said, “My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for 
he is indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred and twenty 

years.” 4 There were giants on the earth in those days, and also 
afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men and 

they bore children to them. Those were the mighty men who were of 
old, men of renown. 

5 Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the 

earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually. 6 And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the 

earth, and He was grieved in His heart. 7 So the LORD said, “I will 
destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both 

man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that 
I have made them.” 8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. 

 

The Reasons for the Flood 

 

1. What were the reasons for the flood? 

 (:1-4)   Something evil and ugly happened on the earth just before the days of 

Noah.  Many Bible scholars agree that probably what this passage is talking about 

is a time when demons (“sons of God” would be those angels created by God 
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which followed Satan in his rebellion against God)  slept with human women and 

produced giant offspring.  The earth began to fill with these half demon/half 

persons who loved sin and hated God. 

 

 (:5-7)  The Lord hates what has happened.  He has a desire to wipe the whole 

earth and all its inhabitants out of existence. 

 

 (:8)  But the Lord also loves mankind. (John 3:16)  He finds one man, Noah, who 

does love and trust in Him – and He decides to save mankind by saving the family 

of Noah and anyone else who would repent and follow Noah onto the ark.    

 

2. Why couldn’t God just let sin go on?  Isn’t that what He is doing today?  God knew 

we were going to keep on sinning even after Noah and his family were saved in the 

flood.  Why didn’t He just destroy everyone and everything instead of saving a few? 

 

There are 2 questions here – both of them are worth asking.   

 

First – why not just let sin and sinners just exist?  Why be so passionate to wipe out sin?  

The answer to that one is sad.  Sin doesn’t just stay bad.  It gets worse.  And worse.  And 

worse.  And eventually it destroys completely and agonizingly.  God couldn’t let sin just 

exist as long as God cared about mankind.  Sin was going to destroy everything and 

everyone eventually.   

 

Second – Why not destroy it all then?  Why save a few?  The answer to this question is 

happy.  God knew you and I were going to be born someday – and He didn’t want to 

destroy us along with the whole world until we had our chance to believe. 

 

So you can see that God had more in mind than just the salvation of Noah and his family 

from a flood.  The flood gave Noah and his family the chance to trust in God at that time 

in history…and also to know that someday a final solution to their sin problem would 

also be supplied by this God they loved and trusted. 

 

The generations which came from Noah (including you and me) also have had our chance 

to trust that God could and would and did provide a final solution to our sin problem.  

That solution was Jesus Christ – Who appeared on earth some 2,500 years after the flood 

of Genesis 6. 

 

In effect, God saved Noah with an ark so that generations later God could save the rest of 

us with a cross. 

 

3.  How bad is sin, really?  How about “insignificant” sins?  What do 

 they really harm?  How about sins no one ever finds out about? 

 Is there a difference between the sins of the unbelievers and 
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 the sins of believers? 

 

Was it only the really big, bad sins which brought this worldwide flood?  From scripture 

we learn that certain things are true of sin – no matter how big or small.  There’s a list 

below of nine (9) of those true characteristics of sin.  Read them through and judge for 

yourself how significant even a small sin is: 

 

1. Romans 1:29-32   Sin gets worse and worse 

One sin does not usually just stop there.  Sin leads to  

other sin…to other sin….to worse and worse sins. 

 

2. John 8:34, Prov. 5:22  Sin enslaves, ensnares 

Sin is like a trap hidden in the woods.  The unsuspecting person steps into the trap, 

thinking he can keep going forward, only to find that the sin has held him in place.  He 

can’t move forward.  He can’t  

wriggle free. 

 

3. Psalms 38:4,5   Sin brings guilt 

Guilt cannot be sidestepped.  The heavy burden of it can show up in all kinds of ways in 

our lives.  Guilt which is not acknowledged and dealt with can cause depression, physical 

sickness, and even death. It can destroy families, and end lives in loneliness and 

uselessness. 

 

4. Numbers 32:23   Sin can’t be kept secret 

When any of us sins, we want it to be kept quiet.  We usually don’t  

want anyone else to know.  But it never stays quiet.  Sin will always be known to all.  

Shouted from the housetops, sometimes. 

 

5. Hebrews 11:25   Sin does give pleasure 

It helps to understand this.  There is pleasure in sin.  But only for a 

little while.  It doesn’t last.  Guilt sets in soon and even more sin 

must be added in order to get back the pleasure.  Like an addiction 

to heroin, sin craves more, and the trap is very powerful. 

 

6. Proverbs 14:1   Sin tears down 

Whatever you have tried to build up….the good things you have tried to do…they can all 

be speedily torn down by just one sin. 

 

7. Exodus 34:7    Sin must be punished 

The LORD has no choice.  The nature of sin is that it must be dealt 

with.  Punishment must follow.   
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8. Romans 6:23    Sin brings death 

And the very worst punishment for sin is death…and it always comes.  The Good News 

of Jesus Christ is that He has taken our punishment. Amazingly, we don’t have to be 

punished if we will accept Jesus’ gift. 

 

9. Romans 6                                      Sin has results…even for the forgiven Christian 

Yes, sin has results, even for a Christian who has truly believed in Jesus.  Forgiveness of 

sin and removal of the penalty of death do not mean that the scars of sin will not remain 

in our lives.  We will usually bear them our whole lives, until some day we have new 

bodies in heaven.   

 

So…addictions will still have a strong pull 

Divorces will still bring pain. 

Disobedience to parents will still destroy families 

Lying will still foster lack of trust 

Sexual sin will still bring disease and destroy marriages 

Cheating will stand land us in jail. 

 

As you look over these 9 truths about sin, I think you’ll conclude as I have:   

 The flood wasn’t  because of the big sins.   

 The flood was because of little sins….and big sins.  

  The flood wasn’t a judgment.  

  It was a mercy.  

  It was salvation offered to all. 

 

4.  From Romans 1:18-32, what is the underlying cause of all sin? 

 

The underlying cause of all sin is the human heart which is fully aware of the presence of 

God and the Holiness of God, and constantly chooses to not worship and obey and glorify 

God.  Instead the human heart desires to glorify only itself.   (Romans 1:21  “…because, 

although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became 

futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened…” 

 

5. What is God’s solution for our sin problem? 

 

God’s solution has always been the same.  He would come as a human, live the perfect 

life, offer His sinless life as a payment for our sin, die on a cross, then after 3 days, rise 

from the dead – the first human being to conquer death.  His life for ours.  The great 

trade.   

 

Our part in this transaction?  Believe and accept.   Noah’s part in this transaction?  

Believe and accept. 
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6. Does our sin problem go away when we become true believers in Jesus?  (Romans 

6:1)  (I Jn. 1:9) 

 

Yes, the judgment for our sin goes away.  We will never have to pay to awful price of 

separation from God through death.  Not ever.  Our life is eternal from the moment we 

believe and accept. 

 

But no, part of our sin problem doesn’t go away yet.  The desire to sin is still with us as 

long as we are in our current bodies.  We will still struggle with sin.  We will still fail.  

But we will no longer be contented to be that way.  The Holy Spirit comes to live within 

us when we believe and accept.  He will not let us live happily in sin ever again.  He will 

push one over and over to the throne of God where we can admit our sin and ask the Lord 

to change us.   

 

7. What should I do about past sins? 

 

So…what if I have sinned – either yesterday or maybe 20 years ago?  What if I have done 

something I have kept secret for years?  What if I have hurt others, or lied, or cheated, or 

stolen, or murdered.  Should I just keep going and hope I don’t do those things anymore?  

Or should I do something more intentional to make those sins right? 

 

1.  Make sure you are a true believer – have you believed and accepted? 

2.  Admit your sin to God. 

3. Ask Him to change you. 

4. Admit your sin to anyone who was hurt by your sin. 

5. Offer to make recompense when it is appropriate. 

6. Go forward. 

 

 

 

 

Why Noah?   

 

8. From verse 9, name three (3) reasons God chose Noah: 

1. Noah was a just man.  Meaning – Noah was righteous in the eyes of God.  What 

makes a man righteous in the eyes of God?  Only 2 things can do that:   

1.  Never having sinned.  Would this even have been possible? (Romans 3:23) 

Or,,, 2.  Made righteous by faith.  (like Abraham to come later, Noah would 

have “believed God and been declared righteous.”  Genesis 15:6. 

Which do you think it was? 

2. Noah was “perfect” in his generations.  Meaning – The blood line of Noah had 

not been compromised with the evil of demons cohabiting with humans.  And 
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remember – the seed of the Messiah resided in Noah.  He didn’t know it…but we 

do.   

3. Noah walked with God.  Meaning – just like Enoch of old, Noah had a personal 

relationship with God and talked with Him every day.  This is a natural result of 

being righteous in the eyes of God. 

 

9. 6:8&9   Why did Noah find favor (grace) in the eyes of the Lord?  (Ephesians 2:8&9) 

 

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the 

gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” 

 

The word “grace” means “unmerited favor”.  In other words, no one can “earn” or be 

good enough to deserve God’s grace.   

 

So…why did Noah find favor (grace) in the eyes of the Lord/  Not because he was 

good enough.  Not because he was first righteous and then God chose him.   

 

Instead, God first decided to pour His grace on Noah, and then Noah had a desire to 

believe in and walk with God.  Grace is God’s gift.  Faith is our own response to that 

grace – if we choose to.  After God gives His grace, people can still choose to not 

have faith…why they would I’ll never understand…but they can, and they do. 

 

God poured out His grace on Noah.  Noah chose to believe in and love the Lord God.  

Therefore, God chose Noah for an awesome and unbelievably hard job.  An 

impossible job.  Noah would only be able to do this job as he loved and trusted his 

God day by day.    

 

What was the job God gave Noah?  It was two-fold: 

1.  Preach to all those who would hear about the judgment of God that was 

coming.  2
nd

 Peter 2:5, Hebrews 11:7 

2. Build an ark.  A place of safety for all who responded to the grace of God 

being poured out on them by God. 

 

 

10. Have I experienced God’s favor (grace)?  In what way? 

 

 

11. Do I want God’s favor (grace)?  More of God’s favor (grace)?  What happens to 

people who have God’s favor (grace)? 

 

 

12. Verses 11-13 make it pretty clear God wanted to destroy the earth. 

What else is pretty clear because God chose Noah? 
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The Instructions: 

 

13. What are the details we see in verses :14-21 about the construction of the ark? 

(:14)  The ark is to be made of gopherwood (NKJV).  It should have dividers in it to 

make separate rooms, and it should be made waterproof with pitch.  

 

(:15) It shall be 300 cubits long, 50 cubits wide, and 30 cubits high. 

 

(:16)  It shall have a window about 18 inches from the top, and it shall have a door in 

its side.  It shall have 3 floors, or levels within it. 

 

(:18)  Noah and his family (8 in all) shall enter the ark when it is finished, and when 

God says to do so. 

 

(:19) Bring two (2) of all kinds of animals with you onto the ark.  I will make sure 

they come.  You get them on.  Birds and animals and creatures- but no fish – they will 

stay in the seas. 

 

(:20)  Two (2) of each kind, after their kind…which means a male and a female of 

each speciies. 

 

(:21)  Bring food for people and animals 

 

14. What do you learn about God from these details? 

 

I think it’s obvious that God knows and cares about the details.  To me that means that 

He also knows and cares about the details of my life, too. 

 

15. What do you learn about Noah from verse 22? 

 

Noah obeyed.  He may not have understood all the implications of what God was saying 

at first (after all, Noah had never seen rain, nor floodwaters, nor perhaps even the 

ocean!), but he knew and trusted God.  So He obeyed down to the last detail.  Noah was 

still going to make bad decisions in his life in the future…he was still going to sin….but 

right here and now he chose to listen to the Lord God and do exactly what He said. 

 

16.  6:18  What covenant was God going to “establish” with Noah?   

 

When we get to chapters 8 and 9 we’ll learn more about this covenant, but for now the 

important thing to note is that God was not keeping Noah in the dark about what would 
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happen after the flood.  He was making promises to Noah for the future.  That’s what His 

covenant would be.    (8:30 – 9:17?) 

 

17. What is a covenant? 

 

A covenant is a promise between 2 or more people.  There are two (2) kinds of 

covenants: 

Bi-lateral?  - Each person in the covenant promises to do something.  The 

keeping of those promises keeps the covenant in place.  For instance:  When I 

agree to purchase a  house, I make a covenant with the current homeowner.  I will 

pay money for the house.  And the current homeowner makes a covenant with me.  

He will give me ownership of the house when I pay the money.  This is 2 

promises which make up a covenant. 

 

Uni-lateral? – A Unilateral covenant is when only one of the persons involved in 

the covenant makes the promise.  The other one is simply the recipient of the 

benefits of the covenant.  For instance:  When a married couple has a baby, they 

are in effect making a promise to love and protect and raise that child to 

adulthood.  The baby makes no promises.  It will be nice if the baby grows and 

learns to be kind and giving and a worthwhile son or daughter, but the parents still 

have the responsibility to raise the child whether the child turns out good or not.  

In this case, the child gets the benefits of the unilateral covenant made by the 

parents to the child. 

 

Was this covenant God was going to make with Noah and his family going to be bilateral 

or unilateral?  Wait until Chapters 8 and 9 and we’ll see. 

 

 

Application Questions: 
 

1. Is there any unconfessed sin in my life?  What should I do about it?  Could it possibly 

still be doing any harm to me or anyone else? 

 

2.  Do I trust God to take care of me….like Noah trusted God to take care 

  of him and his family? 

 

3. If I find I have areas where I don’t trust God, what should I do? 

 

4.  Is the desire of my heart to obey God in every area of my life?     

 

http://www.kathleendalton.com/

