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And Then They Went 

Matthew 28:16-20 
and Acts 1:1-11 

 

 
 

Matthew 28:16&17 
“Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, to the mountain which 

Jesus had appointed for them.  When they saw Him, they worshiped Him, 
but some doubted.” 

 
There was apparently a pre-arranged place for them all to meet in Galilee, 

on a mountain.  Kind of sweet to note that even then, after they had heard 
He had risen from the dead, and after they had seen Him Easter night – in 

the flesh risen from the dead, there were still a few of them who doubted.  
In my mind I’m remembering the times I have had insanely good news, but 

spent days or weeks not quite sure it could possibly be true…like my mind 

simply would not make the adjustment to feeling happy about things. 
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Matthew 28:18-20 

“And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority is given to Me in 
heaven and on earth.  Go, therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and 

lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.  Amen.” 
 

He’s saying:  “I can do anything I want right now.  I could destroy all 
enemies right now.  Instead, I choose to send you forth to tell My story.  You 

will make disciples, baptize them, and teach them My words.  I will be with 
you as you go…until the time finally comes when the Father says to me: 

“Go, Son!”.   

 
 

Acts 1:1-4 
“1 The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to 

do and teach, 2 until the day in which He was taken up, after He through the 
Holy Spirit had given commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen, 
3 to whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many 
infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the 

things pertaining to the kingdom of God.  
    

If we take all the after-resurrection accounts together, the story emerges: 
After Jesus rose from the dead He appeared to many, many people – both 

individually and collectively, and pretty much stuck around on earth for the 
next 40 days:   

 He appeared to Mary Magdalene before He had gone to the Father. 

John 20:11-17 
 He appeared to the group of women on their way to tell the disciples 

the good news.  Matthew 28:9-10 
 He appeared to 2 disciples walking along the road.  Luke 24:13-35 

 He appeared to 10 of the apostles Easter evening.  John 20:19-23 
 He appeared to the 10 apostles + Thomas 8 days later  John 20: 24-

29 
 He appeared to the 11 apostles while they sat at dinner.  Mark 16:14-

18 
 He appeared to the 11 apostles as they were fishing.  John 21:1-23 

 He appeared to the 11 apostles in Galilee on a mountain   Matthew 
28:16-20 
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 He appeared to Peter  I Corinthians 15:5 

 He appeared to the twelve (including Matthias)  I Corinthians 15:5 
 He appeared to over 500 people at once  I Corinthians 15:6 

 He appeared to James   I Corinthians 15:7 
 He was seen by all the apostles again  I Corinthians 15:7 

 
At the end of that 40 days, they were all gathered together on the Mount of 

Olives, and from there, Jesus was taken up to heaven on a cloud, and they 
were left to wait until the Holy Spirit came and filled them – so that they 

could accomplish the task He had left for them…to “Go”! 
 

 

Acts 1:5-11 
4 And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to 

depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” 
He said, “you have heard from Me; 5 for John truly baptized with water, but 

you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 6 
Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will 

You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 And He said to them, “It is 
not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own 

authority. 8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  
 

9 Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken 
up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. 10 And while they looked 

steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in 

white apparel, 11 who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up 
into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will 

so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.”  
 

From the Mount of Olives, the apostles and disciples walked into the city of 
Jerusalem, and there they waited, as Jesus had commanded them, for the 
coming of the Holy Spirit, 

And then….they went. 
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