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Jesus’ Last Week – Friday 

The Day God Died 
Matthew 27:1-61 

 
 

Friday God died.  The demons danced.  The earth trembled.  
 

Let’s look at 10 people, or groups of people, who were the “cast of 
characters” on Friday: 

 
 The Leaders of Israel 

 Judas 

 Pilate 
 Barabbas 

 The Roman Soldiers 
 Simon of Cyrene 

 The Two Robbers 
 The Onlookers 

 The Women 
 Joseph of Arimathea 

 
Ask yourself 2 questions about each of the above: 

a. Was this person (or persons) a believer in Jesus? 

b. Did this person (or persons) become a believer in Jesus at some 
future time? (or could they have?) 

 
1.  The Leaders of Israel:  “1 When morning came, all the chief priests 

and elders of the people plotted against Jesus to put Him to death. 2 
And when they had bound Him, they led Him away and delivered Him 

to Pontius Pilate the governor.”  Matthew 27:1&2 
 

They were up all night on Thursday, wrestling with false testimony so they 
could find a reason to say that this man must die.  Finally, when morning 

came, they figured out what they were going to say to Pilate, the Roman 
authority, so that he would have to agree to put Him to death.   

 

The leaders of Israel were without excuse.  They saw all the proofs and 
ignored them.  They heard His own words and scoffed at them.  They turned 

away from their own consciences and knowingly condemned an innocent 
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man to a cruel and barbaric death.  And later on that day, they would 

gleefully watch Him disappear from their list of troubles as He bled to death 
on that Roman cross.   

 
Could these leaders of Israel come to faith in Jesus someday in their future?  

Were they hopelessly lost?  No…not hopelessly lost.  Jesus was going to die 
for them, so that they could, if they chose, bow their knee to Him someday. 

 
Did they?  Yes, during Jesus’ ministry at least one did (John 7:50-52)– and 

many others struggled to actually stand up for Jesus and let the world know,  
(John 12:42-43) and then after Jesus’ resurrection, many of them did come 

to faith in Him.  (Acts 6:7)  In fact, James Boice, in his commentary on the 

Gospel of Matthew, Volume 2, page 624, says that possibly the tearing of 
the veil in the temple, at the hour of Jesus’ death, may have been the 

catalyst for many of the priests to come to believe that Jesus was actually 
the Messiah they had been waiting for.  

 
2. Judas.   “3 Then Judas, His betrayer, seeing that He had been 

condemned, was remorseful and brought back the thirty pieces of 
silver to the chief priests and elders, 4 saying, “I have sinned by 

betraying innocent blood.” And they said, “What is that to us? You see 
to it!” 5 Then he threw down the pieces of silver in the temple and 

departed, and went and hanged himself. 6 But the chief priests took 
the silver pieces and said, “It is not lawful to put them into the 

treasury, because they are the price of blood.” 7 And they consulted 
together and bought with them the potter’s field, to bury strangers in. 
8 Therefore that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9 

Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying, 
“And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the value of Him who was 

priced, whom they of the children of Israel priced, 10 and gave them 
for the potter’s field, as the LORD directed me.” “  Matthew 27:3-10 

 
Judas admitted his sin, and was filled with remorse.  But there was no 

repentance.  He didn’t turn to Jesus with his remorse.  He didn’t cling to His 
Savior for forgiveness.  He just felt bad.  So bad that he killed himself.  

Judas went to eternity covered with guilt, shame, and pride.  And there he 
still is today, in Hell.  No salvation for Judas.  Jesus predicted that this would 

happen:  “…but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed!  It 
would have been good for that man if he had not been born.”  (Matt. 26:24)  
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It’s better for a man to never be born than to be born, have life, and lose it 

forever because of unbelief.  I think we learn from Judas that there is a point 
in every person’s life when the decision has been made to not believe in 

Jesus, and there is no turning back.  No one but God knows when that 
decision is made…no one knows if maybe a callous, evil person can still be 

melted by the Holy Spirit of God.  But God knows when the line has been 
crossed.  He will not drag anyone kicking and screaming into heaven. 

 
3. Pilate.  “11 Now Jesus stood before the governor. And the governor 

asked Him, saying, “Are You the King of the Jews?” Jesus said to him, 
“It is as you say.” 12 And while He was being accused by the chief 

priests and elders, He answered nothing. 13 Then Pilate said to Him, 

“Do You not hear how many things they testify against You?” 14 But He 
answered him not one word, so that the governor marveled greatly. “  

Matthew 27:11-14 
 

Pilate was curious about Jesus.  It became obvious to him that this was 

probably an innocent man, and that the leaders of Israel were pushing for 

his death because of jealousy.  Pilate didn’t want to put Him to death.  He 

fought back against the leaders of Israel and even tried to bargain with the 

crowds by asking if they would prefer to release this man instead of 

Barabbas as part of their Passover custom.  But the leaders and the crowds 

would have none of it.  They were screaming for His death.  They were 

threatening Pilate with total anarchy…so Pilate caved.  He knew Jesus did 

not deserve to die, but he delivered Him up to die anyway.  Pilate chose to 

protect himself and let Jesus die.  He washed his hands to signify that he 

was not guilty of Jesus’ death…but no amount of washing was going to be 

able to remove his guilt.  Just like all of us – no amount of good-deed-doing, 

or cleaning-up-my-lif-ing can ever remove the guilt each of us carries 

because of the sins we have committed.  

 

Could Pilate have bowed his knee to Jesus at some future moment?  Yes.  He 

would have had to acknowledge his sin and come to Jesus by faith, believing 

that only the blood of this man he condemned to death could possibly take 

away that stain on his hands.  Did he?  We don’t know. 
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4. Barabbas.  “15 Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to 

releasing to the multitude one prisoner whom they wished. 16 And at 
that time they had a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 17 Therefore, 

when they had gathered together, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you 
want me to release to you? Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18 

For he knew that they had handed Him over because of envy.  
19 While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent to him, 

saying, “Have nothing to do with that just Man, for I have suffered 
many things today in a dream because of Him.” 20 But the chief priests 

and elders persuaded the multitudes that they should ask for Barabbas 
and destroy Jesus. 21 The governor answered and said to them, “Which 

of the two do you want me to release to you?” They said, “Barabbas!” 
22 Pilate said to them, “What then shall I do with Jesus who is called 
Christ?” They all said to him, “Let Him be crucified!” 23 Then the 

governor said, “Why, what evil has He done?” But they cried out all 
the more, saying, “Let Him be crucified!” 24 When Pilate saw that he 

could not prevail at all, but rather that a tumult was rising, he took 
water and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, “I am 

innocent of the blood of this just Person. You see to it.”  
25 And all the people answered and said, “His blood be on us and  

on our children.”  
26 Then he released Barabbas to them; and when he had scourged 

Jesus, he delivered Him to be crucified..”  Matthew 27:15-26 
 

Barabbas was not only a thief, he was also “notorious”.  In other words, he 
was well-known to the people of Israel, probably a rebel against the 

government, maybe even a popular one.  He was evil, but well-liked by the 

people because he was for one thing giving grief to the governing authorities 
they hated so much.  The people of Israel chose to release Barabbas, and 

crucify Jesus.  The cross Jesus died on could have been meant for 
Barabbas….but Barabbas went free because Jesus died in his place. 

 
Was Barabbas guilty of sending Jesus to the cross?  No – it wasn’t his 

decision to go free and crucify the Lord of the Universe….but Yes – he was 
guilty in the same way that you and I are.  He was a sinner, and the only 

way he had any hope of an eternity in heaven was if someone else would 
take his place on the cross.  Did Barabbas ever believe in Jesus?  Scripture 

doesn’t tell us, and history doesn’t tell us.  But it was possible. 
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5. The Roman Soldiers. “27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus 

into the Praetorium and gathered the whole garrison around Him. 28 
And they stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him. 29 When they 

had twisted a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in 
His right hand. And they bowed the knee before Him and mocked Him, 

saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 Then they spat on Him, and took 
the reed and struck Him on the head. 31 And when they had mocked 

Him, they took the robe off Him, put His own clothes on Him, and led 
Him away to be crucified..”  Matthew 27:27-31 

 
Cruel punishment, wasn’t it?  To first flog a man within an inch of his life, 

and then nail him to a cross to finish up the job!  History tells us that many 

men never made it to their Roman cross – they didn’t survive the flogging. 
 

Why do it?  It was all a part of Roman law.  It was common.  And in the case 
of Jesus, it seems Pilate was trying to keep the crazed crowd from killing 

Jesus, by arousing their pity for this innocent man when they saw what 
horrible shape He was in after the flogging.   

 
But, if that’s what he had in mind, it didn’t work.  The leaders of Israel knew 

they had to whip up the crowd into a killing frenzy if they were to be done 
with the influence of this man, Jesus. 

 
And what of the men who actually carried out this flogging…and spit on 

Him…and humiliated Him…and made Him carry His own cross on His bloody 
back…and nailed Him to that cross…and stood and watched Him die?...What 

of them?  Had any of them heard of His fame before this?  Were any of them 

aware of Who He said He was?   
 

Well, they knew that He was being crucified because He had claimed to be 
the King of the Jews (the sign nailed to the cross told them that).  And they 

heard the elders of the Jews mocking Jesus and saying that He had called 
Himself the “Son of God.” (Matthew 27:37-43). 

 
Did any of them wonder if it might, indeed, be true?  Matthew doesn’t tell us 

much about these Roman soldiers who were cruelly carrying out orders.  
Matthew seems to concentrate on the mocking these men and others were 

heaping on Jesus.  But he does give us a little glimpse of the possible 
turmoil going on in a few of these hardened hearts, when, after Jesus 

breathes His last, in verse 54, he records this:  “So when the centurion and 
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those with him, who were guarding Jesus, saw the earthquake and the 

things that had happened, they feared greatly, saying, ‘Truly, this was the 
Son of God!’ “   

 
Even the roughest and cruelest of sinners has a place in their hearts that can 

only be satisfied by totally believing in Jesus.   
 

“But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our 
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and by His 

wounds we are healed.  We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has 
turned to his own way, and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”  

Isaiah 53:5-6 

 
 

6. Simon of Cyrene. “32 Now as they came out, they found a man of 
Cyrene, Simon by name. Him they compelled to bear His cross.”  

Matthew 27:32 
 

This innocent bystander named Simon, from the area of the world known as 
Cyrene, was simply pulled from the crowd when Jesus could not finish the 

walk to Golgotha.  He was too weak.   
 

Did Simon know of Jesus?  Was he a gawker at this parade through the city 
streets?  Or was he just going his way, getting caught up in a crowd which 

he hadn’t planned on encountering?  We don’t know.  All we know is that he 
carried a heavy instrument of torture up a hill outside of Jerusalem so that 

the Savior of the World might die on it.   

 
Mark tells us that Simon was the father of Alexander and Rufus.  (Mark 

15:21)  And it’s quite possible, in the smallness of the civilized world at this 
point in history, that the reason Mark mentions this little fact in his Gospel is 

because the people who would be reading it knew both Alexander and Rufus. 
 

In other words, it’s possible that Simon (the Father of Alexander and Rufus) 
had this encounter with Jesus, and by it became a believer in Jesus Christ, 

and then told his sons about his faith in Christ, and they, too, became 
believers and a part of the community of people who believed in Jesus – and 

thus were known to the early Christians. 
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Again…just possibilities…but still, Wow!  In fact, there is an Alexander 

mentioned in Acts 19:33, and a Rufus mentioned in Romans 16:13.  And not 
only that, but in Acts 11:20 it says: “..some of them were men from Cyprus 

and Cyrene, who, when they had come to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists, 
preaching the LORD Jesus.”   

 
So…could Simon have been one of those men who brought the Gospel to 

Antioch…because he first had met and believed in Jesus as he carried His 
cross to Golgotha?  And could Simon’s sons have been part of the early 

community of believers who spread the Gospel wherever they were 
scattered when persecution forced the Christians to flee for their lives in the 

first few years after Jesus’ resurrection? 

 
Yes – those are definite possibilities.  We don’t know for sure.  But we do 

know that encounters with Jesus Christ are never accidental.  Simon the 
Cyrene was in the exact right place at the exact right time when he was 

jerked out of his life to meet face-to-face with the bleeding Savior of the 
World! 

 
7. The Two Robbers. “33 And when they had come to a place called 

Golgotha, that is to say, Place of a Skull, 34 they gave Him sour wine 
mingled with gall to drink. But when He had tasted it, He would not 

drink. 35 Then they crucified Him, and divided His garments, casting 
lots,[f] that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet: “ 

They divided My garments among them, And for My clothing they cast 
lots.” 36 Sitting down, they kept watch over Him there. 37 And they put 

up over His head the accusation written against Him:  THIS IS JESUS 

THE KING OF THE JEWS.38 Then two robbers were crucified with Him, 
one on the right and another on the left.”  Matthew 27:33-38   

 
Matthew, Mark and Luke tell us they were robbers.  The word for “robbers” 

is the same on used to describe Barabbas, and seems to indicate more than 
just a person who has swiped an apple from a fruit stand.  It has more the 

connotation of a terrorist, or a rebel…and gives us the idea that perhaps 
these 2 “robbers” were partners with, or in the same “gang” as Barabbas. 

 
Luke tells us that of these 2 men, who probably deserved to be dying for 

their crimes, only one melts within himself as he realizes the Godliness of 
the man in the middle cross.  He asks Jesus to take care of his sins.  He 
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believes that Jesus can do it, and that He is Who He claims to be.  The sign 

said:  “King of the Jews”….and one of those robbers believed it. 
 

“Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring 
you to God.”  I Peter 3:18 

 
One of the reasons Jesus was on that cross that very day was to give the gift 

of righteousness to one of those robbers.  And He promised him, as they 
both hung in racking pain on Roman crosses, that that very day they would 

be together in Paradise. 
 

 

8. The Onlookers.  “39 And those who passed by blasphemed Him, 
wagging their heads 40 and saying, “You who destroy the temple and 
build it in three days, save Yourself! If You are the Son of God, come 

down from the cross.” 41 Likewise the chief priests also, mocking with 
the scribes and elders, said, 42 “He saved others; Himself He cannot 

save. If He is the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the 
cross, and we will believe Him. 43 He trusted in God; let Him deliver 

Him now if He will have Him; for He said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44 
Even the robbers who were crucified with Him reviled Him with the 

same thing.”  Matthew 27:39-44 

 

These onlookers were just a crowd of people who either lived in Jerusalem or 
had come to Jerusalem from homes far away in order to celebrate the 

Passover.  They humiliate Him with words.  They dare Him to come down 
from the cross, or to get the LORD to save Him from that cross.   

 
Many of them probably went back to their homes that evening in time to 

welcome the Sabbath (the Sabbath began Friday night after sundown), and 
spent the Sabbath resting and enjoying the beginning of the week-long 

Feast of Unleavened Bread.  They were probably totally unaware of the fact 

that the matzah bread (unleavened bread – because “leaven” was 
synonymous with sin, the matzah was symbolic of a life without sin) they ate 

was simply a symbol of the life which they had just seen snuffed out on 
Calvary. 
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They cruelly watched Him die, and added to His suffering with their words.  

But they did not know that He had to suffer their mocking and their words in 
order to fully pay the price for their sins.  His suffering was complete – He 

didn’t try to cut corners at all.  He embraced to total price which must be 
paid, so that not one of those onlookers could ever be turned away when 

they realized their sin and came to Him believing in Him. 
 

Did any of them ever come to faith?  Most definitely.  There is no doubt that 
many of those same people who watched Him die were also in Jerusalem 50 

days later when the Holy Spirit filled a roomful of believers, and they stood 
and preached the Gospel to all those within earshot in the city of Jerusalem.   

(Acts 2:1-13).  And how many believed that day?  About 3,000!  Acts 2:40-

42.  Yes, a few of those had to have been the ones who watched Him die. 
 

9. The Women.  “45 Now from the sixth hour until the ninth hour there 

was darkness over all the land. 46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried 
out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” that is, “My 

God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” 
47 Some of those who stood there, when they heard that, said, “This 

Man is calling for Elijah!” 48 Immediately one of them ran and took a 
sponge, filled it with sour wine and put it on a reed, and offered it to 

Him to drink. 49 The rest said, “Let Him alone; let us see if Elijah will 
come to save Him.” 50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and 

yielded up His spirit. 51 Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in 
two from top to bottom; and the earth quaked, and the rocks were 

split, 52 and the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints 
who had fallen asleep were raised; 53 and coming out of the graves 

after His resurrection, they went into the holy city and appeared to 

many.  
54 So when the centurion and those with him, who were guarding 

Jesus, saw the earthquake and the things that had happened, they 
feared greatly, saying, “Truly this was the Son of God!” 55 And many 

women who followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to Him, were 
there looking on from afar, 56 among whom were Mary Magdalene, 

Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the mother of Zebedee’s 
sons. “  Matthew 27:45-56 

http://www.kathleendalton.com/


i“Go!!!!” 
A Verse-by-Verse Study of the Book of Matthew 

www.kathleendalton.com 
 

 

 

 

Does it seem funny that Matthew doesn’t mention Mary, Jesus’ mother, in 

this list?  Oh…but he does.  She is Mary, the mother of James and Joses.  
Why doesn’t he call her “Mary, the mother of Jesus”?  Maybe because by the 

time Matthew writes this, the Christian community had come to see her as 
the sweet, wonderful mother she was (a mother of other children besides 

Jesus) – and not as an icon.  She was a disarmingly special person because 
she gave birth to and raised the Son of God.  But she was not greater than 

or more important than the other believers in the community of believers.  
 

She worried just like everyone else, she grieved just like everyone else, and 
she rejoiced just like everyone else.  The early church did not appear to put 

her on the pedestal she is often on today. 

 
And were these women believers in Jesus?  Yes.  They followed Him 

throughout His earthly ministry.  They followed Him to the cross.  They 
stayed with the rest of the apostles and followers during the 50 days 

between Calvary and Pentecost, and they were there and felt the filling of 
the Holy Spirit in the Upper Room when the church was born. 

 
We will see them someday in heaven.  And we’ll put our arms around them 

and thank them for their example – Believe and Follow and Trust. 
 

10. Joseph of Arimathea. “57 Now when evening had come, there 
came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who himself had also 

become a disciple of Jesus. 58 This man went to Pilate and asked for 
the body of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the body to be given to 

him. 59 When Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean 

linen cloth, 60 and laid it in his new tomb which he had hewn out of the 
rock; and he rolled a large stone against the door of the tomb, and 

departed. 61 And Mary Magdalene was there, and the other Mary, 
sitting opposite the tomb.”  Matthew 27:57-61  

 

We know he was rich, because he had his own tomb hewn out of a rock, 
waiting for the day of his death.  And we know he was a believer in Jesus, 

because no one else would have been foolish enough to identify with the 
man the Jews had just killed.  And we know he was connected, because we 

see in John that he partnered up with Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, to 
give Jesus’ body a proper burial.   
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And his act of faith gives us hope that not all rich men must turn away from 

Jesus in sorrow because they love their riches more than God.  (Matthew 
19:16-23) 

 
APPLICATION QUESTIONS: 

 
 

1. Do you see anyone in this list of 10 who reminds you of yourself? 
 

2. Do you understand that Jesus endured every single moment of Friday 
so that you would never have to be apart from Him, ever? 

 

3. When did you become a sold-out believer in Jesus Christ? 
 

4. If you are not sure you are a sold-out believer in Jesus Christ, what is 
keeping you from stepping over that line right now? 
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