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Jesus’ Last Week – Thursday  

The Passover Dinner 
Matthew 26:17-29 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Below is a simple listing of the events in the week before and then just 

after Jesus’ crucifixion.   
 

Sunday: 

Jesus Enters Jerusalem on a Donkey – The Triumphant Entry  

Matthew 21:1-17 

 

Monday: 

Parables, Questions, Teachings 

Matthew 21:18 – 25:46 

 

Tuesday (or Wednesday): 

Dinner at Bethany 

Judas accepts betrayal money from the religious rulers  

Matthew 26:1-16 

 

Thursday 

Passover Dinner 

Prayer in the Garden 

Betrayal 

Disciples abandon Jesus 

Trial before Caiphas 

Peter denies Jesus 3 times 

Matthew 26:17-75 

 

Friday: 

Jesus taken to Pilate 

Judas hangs himself 

Barnabas released 

Jesus crucified 

Jesus dies 

Jesus put in tomb 

Matthew 27:1-61 

 

Saturday: 

Pilate sets extra guards at the tomb 

Matthew 27:62-66 

 

Sunday: 

He is Alive!!!! 

Matthew 28 
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This lesson is about Thursday:  The Passover Dinner 
 

Matthew 26:17-19 

17 Now on the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread the disciples came 
to Jesus, saying to Him, “Where do You want us to prepare for You to eat 

the Passover?” 

18 And He said, “Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, ‘The 

Teacher says, “My time is at hand; I will keep the Passover at your house 
with My disciples.”’” 

19 So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them; and they prepared the 

Passover. 

 
1. Matthew 26:17-19   What day of the week was the Passover Dinner?  And 

what day of the week was Jesus crucified?   

 

There is some disagreement amongst Bible scholars as to whether Jesus was 
crucified on Thursday or Friday.  Church tradition tells us the Passover 

Dinner was on Thursday, and Jesus was crucified on Friday, thus “Good 
Friday”.  But it’s possible the Dinner was on Wednesday and He was actually 

crucified on Thursday (if so, then Jesus’ own prophecy that He would be in 
the tomb 3 days and 3 nights is more understandably fulfilled.) 

 

As I’ve said before in the classes I teach, some of these things don’t really 
matter much because it doesn’t change the importance of what is 

happening.  Jesus is going to die so that we don’t have to.   That’s what’s 
true.  But….it is OK to question things that appear to be confusing.  God 

does not require us to quit thinking when we approach Him.  Instead, He 
expects us to think, and question, and think some more.  That said, it’s 

important to approach our questioning in the right way… we don’t question 
whether or not the scripture is true.  We know it’s true.  There’s no doubt 

about it.   
 

So here’s the way to approach a question about a puzzling scripture 
passage:  Don’t say, “Hmmm…have I found something which proves the 

Bible is false in some places?”.   
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Instead, say, “I know the scripture is true…that’s a given… so what else am I 
not understanding? or What other verses will help me sort this out?  or 

Maybe I have to let this one cook for awhile and I’ll understand it later.” 
 

It’s perfectly OK to think and question.  But don’t question God’s character, 
or the truth of the Bible.  Questioning God or the truth of the Bible gets you 

exactly nowhere. 
 

Back to the question:  What day of the week was Jesus crucified?  My 
answer:  I’m not sure.  I think it could be either Thursday or Friday.  But this 

is what I do know for sure:   
 As the Passover was arriving, Jesus and His disciples sat down to a 

dinner together.   
 At that dinner, Jesus washed their feet. (John 13) 

 Also at that dinner, Jesus pointed out Judas as the one who would 

betray Him. 
 Also at that dinner, Judas left to betray Him. (John 13:30) 

 Just after the dinner, Jesus and His disciples walked to the Garden 
known as Gethsemane.  Along the way they talked deeply of the future 

and what was waiting for them as they served Him (John 14-17).  And 
once they reached Gethsemane He prayed and they slept, 

 
Matthew 26:20-25 

20 When evening had come, He sat down with the twelve. 21 Now as they 
were eating, He said, “Assuredly, I say to you, one of you will betray Me.” 

22 And they were exceedingly sorrowful, and each of them began to say to 

Him, “Lord, is it I?” 

23 He answered and said, “He who dipped his hand with Me in the dish will 
betray Me. 24 The Son of Man indeed goes just as it is written of Him, but 

woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been 

good for that man if he had not been born.” 

25 Then Judas, who was betraying Him, answered and said, “Rabbi, is it I?” 

He said to him, “You have said it.” 
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2. Matthew 26:20-25   Why did Jesus make such a point of the fact that 

Judas was about to betray Him? He had known all along that this 
would happen.  Why does He bring it to a head right now? 

 
I think there are a number of reasons: 

 
 Judas had the opportunity to make a different choice.  He was not 

compelled to do the thing He did.  The LORD Jesus gave this man time 
to choose the right thing.  And He also allowed Judas the freedom to 

make the wrong choice.  I firmly believe God – Jesus – is 100% in 
control of the world.  But since Adam and Eve He has allowed men and 

women to make the sinful choices they want to make, even if those 
choices are not the choices He would ask us to make.  We are not 

puppets.  Here’s the two sides of the same coin:   
1) God makes His plan.  He’s in charge.   

2) But He also gives us the freedom to choose…And if we make the 

sinful choice, we are still part of accomplishing His greater plan. 
 

Don’t ask me to explain it – I know it doesn’t seem to make 

sense.  But I also know that both of those truths are taught in 

the scriptures, and I believe them both. 

 

 The next reason Jesus brings this all to a head at the Passover Dinner 
is that He is continuing to warn His disciples of what is right ahead.  

They are still not wanting to think seriously of His coming death.  They 
possibly are still expecting Him to work a miracle, such as they have 

seen Him do for 3 ½ years, and do away with the enemies He has 

attracted.  But Jesus knows what He is going to allow to happen.  And 
warning them that He will, indeed, be betrayed…by one of them….is 

another step in helping them to grasp reality. 
 

 And then I wonder if He was trying also to help them see that none of 
them were as strong and as true to Him as they thought they were.  If 

Judas, who was their friend, could do such a thing, then maybe they, 
too, were so weak they might be tempted to some equally horrible 

thing.  What did they say to Him at this point?  “Lord, is it I”?  You 

see, none of us who serve the LORD are so strong or talented or 
spiritual that we are impervious to the temptation to be “looking out 

for #1”.  They needed to look their own fleshly weaknesses square in 
the eye in order to realize they could not do this job in their own 

http://www.kathleendalton.com/


“Go!!!!” 
A Verse-by-Verse Study of the Book of Matthew 

www.kathleendalton.com 
 

 

 

power.  Then, when they saw Him rise from the dead, they would 

understand Whose power could work through them to get the job 
done. 

 

 Another reason He does this now:  Jesus Himself is controlling the time 

table of when He would be offered up as the sacrificial lamb.  He sets 
the whole thing in motion, knowing Judas would take the bait.  Judas 

made the decision to betray Jesus, but  
Jesus decided when it would take place.  “The Son of Man indeed goes 

as it is written of Him…” .   “He was led as a lamb to the slaughter…”  

Isaiah 53:7.  The LORD – Jesus – was always totally in charge. 
 

 And then, finally, Jesus had some powerful things to say to His 11 
Apostles.  And Judas had to leave first before they could be said.  

Judas was not going to be part of the group who were told “A new 
commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have 

loved you, that you also love one another.  By this all will know that 

you are My disciples, if you have love one for another.”  (John 
13:34&35)  Peter, even though he would soon deny Him 3 times, was 

there to hear this, but Judas was not.  Why?  Because Judas was not a 
believer in Jesus.  He was lost.  He was not one the men in that room 

who had committed their lives to their LORD and God.  His decision 
was made.  The 11 would go on without him.  They might stumble and 

fall, but they definitely had crossed the line – they believed in Him. 
 

Matthew 26:26-28 

26 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and 

gave it to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” 

27 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you.28 For this is My blood of the 

new[b] covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. 

 

3. Matthew 26:27-28   How does Jesus turn the Passover meal into a 
communion service? 

 
Passover, one of the three main Jewish feasts, was celebrated to remember 

the time, 1,500 years before this, when the LORD had miraculously 
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convinced the cruel Pharoah of Egypt to “let My people go!”.  Moses had 

confronted this Pharoah 9 times before Passover and demanded that the 
people of Israel be allowed to go free.  And 9 times the Pharoah had said 

“no!”.  But on Moses’ 10th appearance before Pharoah it was made 
abundantly clear that if Pharoah did not let the Jews depart, Pharoah’s own 

son would die.  And not only Pharoah’s son, but every firstborn male of all 
animals and people in Egypt would die.  Pharoah only laughed in the face of 

Moses, and in the face of God, and still refused. 
 

The Jewish people knew, by this time, that what their God said, He would 
do, so they took all the precautions He had warned them to take that night.  

They gathered in their homes, their families safe about them, and they killed 
a sweet, innocent lamb and roasted the meat and ate it.  They painted the 

blood of their slain lamb on the doorposts of their homes.  They packed all 
their belongings and, huddled in their simple homes, wore clothes suitable 

for traveling.  And they stayed up all night praying.  They weren’t sure 

exactly what would happen that night…but they knew that if they trusted in 
their God, doing things the way He had directed, they would be safe from 

the 10th plague. 
 

In the night the angel of death passed over (hence, the “Passover”) the land 
of Egypt, and he was given permission to kill every firstborn male of all 

animals and people – if he did not see the blood of an innocent lamb on the 
doorposts of their home. 

 
And kill he did.  Every oldest son and every oldest male animal died that 

night….except for the oldest sons and oldest male animals belonging to 
those who trusted in the God of Israel.  Pharoah’s firstborn son died.  And 

Pharoah let the Israelites go. 
 

They walked out of Egypt, after praying through the night, in their traveling 

clothes, already packed and ready to go.  They knew their God always kept 
His Word. 

 
From that time on, once a year, the Jewish people celebrated the Feast of 

Passover.  After the Jews made it to Israel and began to dwell there, all 
Jewish men were required of the LORD to travel to Jerusalem for this once-

a-year feast, where they would kill an innocent lamb, roast it and eat it, 
wear their traveling clothes, and spend the night praying.  It was a 
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remembrance of their dependence on their LORD and a celebration of the 

freedom He gained for them.   
 

And it was a reminder that someday a Lamb would come Who could 
purchase their freedom forever by offering up His own life.  The Passover of 

Moses’ time had purchased a little freedom for a little bit of time.  The Lamb 
they were waiting for would purchase freedom which lasted forever. 

 
Jesus was that Lamb.  The moment had come.  As He began to lead the 

remembrance of a long-ago Passover, He simply said: “I’m the Lamb you’ve 
been waiting for.”  This bread represents my body which will in a few hours 

be killed.  This wine represents my blood which will drip to the ground below 
a cross of wood.  From this point on you will no longer remember the 

Passover miracle....from this point on you will remember the miracle of the 
cross and the empty tomb.  The Passover Feast was no longer.  Communion 

would take its place.  Remembering Egypt’s short-lived escape from slavery 

would become Remembering the Lamb Who set us free forever. 
 

Is it wrong to celebrate the Jewish Passover feast today?  No, not wrong.  
But for those who know Jesus, the Jewish Passover feast is like the re-

enactment of an old memory.  In Jesus’ time they were looking forward to a 
Lamb who could save them - at His First Coming.  We know the Lamb Who 

did come over 2,000 years ago.  He did save us.  And now we look forward 
to His Second Coming.  

 
Matthew 26:29 
29 But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until 
that day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.” 

 
4. Matthew 26:29  What did Jesus mean by this? 

 

Either He meant that He would drink and eat with them on the other side of 
the resurrection, (as He did in Acts 10:41, John 21:1-14), 

 
Or 

 
He meant that He would celebrate Communion with them at His return 

someday.  (Isaiah 25:6) 
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We celebrate communion today as a remembrance of the death and 

resurrection of Jesus.  We will keep celebrating it until He returns.   
(I Corinthians 11:23-26)  

 
APPLICATION QUESTIONS: 

 
5. What should I learn from this passage? 

 
 

 
 

 
6. Has the LORD given us any special instructions about celebrating 

Communion?  (see I Corinthians 11:23-34) 
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