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The Last Part of His Coming….His Final Judgment 

Matthew 25:31-46  
 

 
 
 

Matt. 25:31 
“When the Son of Man comes in all His glory, and all the holy angels with 

Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory.”   
 

After Jesus returns, one of the things He will do is sit on a throne of 
judgment.   

 
There is no doubt….God has promised to judge the world for their sin.  He 

promised it when He made the Garden of Eden, and told Adam and Eve not 
to disobey Him.  (Genesis 2:15-17).  And He repeated that promise over and 

over again in all of His communications with the offspring of Adam and 
Eve…all the way through the whole Bible.   

 

The verses are almost innumerable…these barely scratch the surface: 
 

Job 21:30  “The wicked is reserved to the day of destruction.  They shall be brought 
forth to the day of wrath.” 
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Psalms 50:3  “Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence: a fire shall devour 
before him, and it shall be very tempestuous round about him.” 

 
Psalms 96:13  “The LORD: for he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth: he shall 
judge the world with righteousness, and the people with his truth.” 

 
Ezekiel 18:20  “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” 

 
Matthew 13:41-49  “The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather 
out of his kingdom all things that do offend, and them which do iniquity:  And shall cast 
them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.  Then shall the 
righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.  So shall it be at the end 
of the world….” 

 
Luke 12:2  “For there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed:  neither hid, that 
shall not be know.  Therefore whatsoever ye have spoken in darkness shall be heard in 
the light; and that which ye have spoken in the ear in closets shall be proclaimed upon 
the housetops.  And I say unto you my friends, be not afraid of them that kill the body, 
and after that have no more that they can do.  But I will forewarn you whom you should 
fear: Fear him, which after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto 
you, Fear him.” 

 
Hebrews 9:27  “It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment…” 

 
II Peter 3:10  “The Day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the 
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.” 

 
Jude 14&15:  Behold, the LORD cometh with ten thousands of his saints, to execute 
judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly 
deeds which they have ungodly committed and of all their hard speeches which ungodly 
sinners have spoken against him.” 

 
Rev. 11:18  “ The nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, 
that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the 
prophets and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest 
destroy them which destroy the earth.” 

 

 
In this Matthew 25 passage, as Jesus is approaching the day of His death 

and His great sacrifice for the people who have disobeyed Him (Old 
Testament people)…and for the people who are still yet to disobey Him (New 
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Testament people…including us) – He repeats once again His promise that a 

time of judgment is coming for all the sins which have been committed 
throughout all time. 

 
It’s kind of poignant here – because He is about to die in order to pay the 

price for everyone – so that they don’t have to go through His promised 
future judgment.  He is actually going to be judged in their place…and be 

punished in their place.   But He knows that many will not accept His gift of 
exchanging His death for theirs…and He knows that there will be people 

standing in front of Him someday, unfortunately having to receive the 
judgment they deserve – the judgment He paid for, but they never accepted 

His gift from them. 

 
Matt. 25:32&33 

“All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one 
from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats.  And He will 

set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left.”   
 

Where is this taking place? 

 

At the Great White Throne.  Let’s look at the sequence of events we’ve 

seen so far in Matthew 24 & 25: 

 

1) Matthew 24:5  - The Anti-Christ appears bringing peace 
 

2) Matthew 24:6 – War breaks out 

 
3) Matthew 24:7 – Famine  

 
4) Matthew 24:7-8 – Catastrophes which kill many people 

 
5) Matthew 24:9-28 -   Persecution 

 
6) Matthew 24:29-30 – Cosmic Disturbances/Earthquake 

 

7) Matthew 24:31 – Rapture of the Church  
 

8) Matthew 24:32-25:30 – Warnings to everyone about how 
 to face this horrible time. 
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And now…Jesus has jumped ahead from the time of the rapture of the 
church to the time after He has returned to the earth on the white 

horse…and after He has reigned for 1,000 years on the earth…and now 
He is telling His audience about the final judgment on this earth He 

made so long ago:  The Great White Throne.  It will take place at 
the end of the 1,000-year reign of Christ on the earth, as seen in 

Revelation 20:11-15.  First, He separates the believers from the un-
believers, and then He executes His final judgment. 

 

Let’s look at the Great White Throne Judgment as seen in Revelation 

Chapter 20:11-15. 

 

“Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it.  Earth and sky 

fled from his presence, and there was no place for them.  And I saw the dead, 

great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened.  Another 

book was opened, which is the book of life.  The dead were judged according to 

what they had done as recorded in the books.  The sea gave up the dead that were 

in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person 

was judged according to what he had done.  Then death and Hades were thrown 

into the lake of fire.  The lake of fire is the second death.  If anyone’s name was 

not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.” (Rev. 

20:11-15) 

 

Who appears before the Great White Throne for judgment?  Here’s the 

key to understanding the Great White Throne judgment:  It’s the dead 
who appear there.   

 

Who is dead at this point in history?  All those who have ever died in 
all of history but had never believed in Christ – they are dead.   Every 

person who had never bowed the knee to Jesus from Old Testament 
times, New Testament times, The Last Seven Years, and the 

Millennium – they are dead. 
 

Everyone else – from all of history – is not dead!  Those who waited 
for a Savior in Old Testament times, and those who believed in that 

Savior in New Testament times - They are alive! They have been 
resurrected and given new, sinless bodies to live in forever.  The alive 

believers in Jesus Christ do not appear at the Great White Throne for 
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judgment.   They are not dead.  Only dead people appear at the Great 

White Throne. 
 

No living person appears before the Great White Throne.  There is no 
future judgment of God waiting for those who have already had their 

sins judged on the cross of Jesus Christ.  Yes, there may have been 
times in their lives when those people needed to be reprimanded by 

God, or disciplined.  “Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline.” 
Revelation 3:19.  But that discipline was for the purpose of bringing 

them back into a vibrant walk with Jesus.  That discipline was never 
the anger, or wrath, of God.  It wasn’t for punishment.  Their total sin 

was condemned and judged and eternally punished in Jesus Christ on 

the cross.  There is no more judgment for sin for any person who has 
believed Jesus paid the price for their sins. 

 
But the dead - the people who appear before the Great White Throne -  

are actually resurrected from the dead in order to see their lifetimes of 
actions and then hear God’s judgment on those actions.  This is the 2nd 

resurrection.  These people receive bodies which can see and 
experience this Great White Throne judgment.  And then those bodies 

will suffer the punishment given by God.  Those bodies will suffer 
eternally in Hell.  Before this moment the souls of these unbelievers 

had been suffering in Hell.  But now they have eternal bodies, too, 
which will suffer in Hell.   

 
Now look at verse 15 one more time.  What is the one thing which 

sends every man to everlasting punishment…no matter how good or 

bad he/she has been?  “If anyone’s name was not found written in the 
book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire”. 

 
Let’s say someone has lived a wonderful, exemplary life.  They have 

helped others, maybe sacrificed their own life to save someone else’s 
life, maybe invented things which helped all of humanity, maybe 

comforted others in horrible circumstances, maybe raised moral, 
upright children, maybe served in their community or in their church, 

mosque or synagogue.  But that someone never was willing to submit 
their life to Jesus Christ, never wanted to admit their need for a 

Savior, never bowed their knee to the Messiah of Israel.  Their name is 
not written in the book of life.  They are dead.   
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They are dead because they never believed in Jesus.  You see – every 

person starts out dead – that’s the inheritance we received from Adam 
and Eve.  Believing in Jesus is the only thing that changes anyone 

from a dead person to an alive person.  All dead people end up in a 
lake of fire – and there they will receive the punishment they rightly 

deserve for the evil deeds they have done.  Every lie…every 
theft…every adultery…every hatred.  Every sin is punished.  Forever.  

In the lake of fire. 
 

No good deed can get your name in the book of life.  Only being alive 
can get your name into the book of life.   

 

Only receiving Jesus Christ in your lifetime changes you from a dead 
person to an alive person, and records your name forever in the only 

book which counts at the Great White Throne.   
 

 
Matthew 25:34-46 

“Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 

world’…..Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from me, 
you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his 

angels…and these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the 
righteous into eternal life.”   

 

 

What is God’s final judgment for?  To remove all sin from all places so that a 
new heaven and a new earth can exist without sin. 

 
Where will God’s final judgment take place?  At the Great White Throne…and 

people are taken from everywhere in all of God’s creation where there is 

even one person with sin staining their life.  That includes those who are in 
the grave. 

 
When will God’s judgment take place?  It hasn’t happened yet, so it will be 

sometime in our future.   
 

Will I be a part of that judgment?  Not if you have already believed in 
Jesus…the awesome price He paid for your life goes into effect for you the 

moment you turn to Him in faith, accepting the gift He is offering… His death 
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in exchange for yours… so that you can live forever.  Have you accepted His 

gift of taking the punishment you deserve..so that you don’t have to appear 
at this judgment? 

 

Matt. 25:45&46 
“…Assuredly, I say to you, ‘Inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least 

of these, you did not do it to me.’  And these will go away into everlasting 
punishment, but the righteous into everlasting life.”   

 

You might say:  “I’m confused.   Jesus says in this Matthew 25 passage that 

the ones who did good works were the righteous…and the ones who did not 
do good works were the unrighteous.  Doesn’t that sound like you can do 

good works and that will get you into heaven?” 
 

The ones who did take care of the helpless and suffering people were doing 
it because they loved Jesus.  The ones who did not take care of the helpless 

and suffering were not doing it because they did not love Jesus.   
 

The ones who did the good works were believers in Jesus.  The ones who did 
not do the good works were not believers in Jesus. 

 
The ones who did the good works did them because they had accepted Jesus 

as Savior and they had begun to love the things Jesus loved.  The ones who 

did not do the good works did not do them because they were still living in 
their sin, unforgiven, and unchanged by the love of Christ. 

 
Good works follow salvation….they don’t earn salvation.   

 
 

 
 

 
“For by grace have you been saved through faith, and that not of 

yourselves, it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.  For 
we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”  Ephesians 2:8-10 
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