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What Will Be the Signs of Your Coming? 

Matthew 24:1-31 

 

 
Jesus and his disciples walked out of the temple area, crossed over to the 
Mount of Olives, and looked back at the beautiful, amazing Jewish temple.  

It was shining like a diamond on top of Mt. Zion. 
 

Matthew 24:1&2 
“Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and His disciples came 

up to show Him the buildings of the temple.  And Jesus said to them, ‘Do 
you not see all these things?  Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone shall be 

left here one upon another, that shall not be thrown down.”   
 

Whoa.  This conversation takes a sudden turn….from “Wow, what a 
spectacular building that is!” to “It’s all going to be destroyed, you know.” 

 
So the disciples, probably a little shook up, join Jesus in a private 

conversation while sitting on the Mount of Olives, the beautiful temple in the 

ati: 
 

Matthew 24:3 
“Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, 

saying, ‘Tell us, when will these things be?  And what will be the sign of Your 
coming, and of the end of the age?’”   
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The rest of Chapters 24 and 25 are Jesus’ answer to this question, so let’s 

look at Matthew 24:4-31 and compare it to Revelation Chapters 6&7, 
because all of these passages cover the same events. 

 
In Revelation 6&7, we see the beginning of the “Last 7 Years” before the 

Lord’s return.   
 

That Last 7 Years, sometimes called  “The Tribulation”, starts with the 
opening of 7 seals on a scroll which the Lord Himself is holding in heaven. 
 

The following chart shows how the two passages (Matthew 24 and 
Revelation 6&7)  line up side-by-side to explain what happens when each of 

those 7 seals is opened. 

 
 

When will Jesus 
Return & What 

are the Signs? 

Verses in 
Revelation   

which 
describe this: 

What Events are 
Being Described? 

Verses in Matthew 
24:4-31 

which describe 
this: 

1st Seal:  Anti-

Christ appears, 
brings peace 

6:1&2 Man of Peace 

(Anti-Christ) 
begins to work 

:4-5 

2nd Seal:  War & 
Killing 

6:3&4 War :6&7a 

3rd Seal:  Famine  6:5&6 Famine :7b 

4th Seal:  Disease 
(pestilence) & Death 

 
6:7&8 

Disease, Death in 
many forms 

 
:7b-8 

5th Seal:  

Martyrdom 

6:9-11 Persecution :9-28 

6th Seal:  

Earthquake, sun 
darkened, moon like 

blood, people realize 
this is God doing 

this 

 

6:12-17 

Earthquake, 

cosmic 
disturbances, 

signs in the 
heavens 

 

:29-30 

Just before the 
opening of the 7th 

seal: 

All of Rev. 7 Rapture 
(snatching away 

of all believers) 

:31 
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Let’s look at each of these 7 seals in a little more detail: 
 
 

Matthew 24:4-5    First Seal:  The Man of Peace is given freedom to 
take control. 

 
“ 4 And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one deceives 

you. 5 For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will 
deceive many. 

 
The anti-christ is called the Man of Peace here – but that is a misnomer.  He 

brings a time of peace on the earth by working out a peace treaty between 
Israel and its Arab neighbors, but that peace won’t last.  The anti-christ 

never intends for it to last.  This is only the beginning of his diabolical plan 

to conquer the whole world and eventually wipe Israel and all Christians off 
the face of the earth. 

 
 

 
Matthew 24: 6&7a    Second Seal: War Breaks Out 

 6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not 
troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 

For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.  
 

Once this arranged time of peace gets under way, Israel relaxes and 
lets down her defenses, thinking their time of wars is over, only to be 

attacked once more (as described by the prophet Ezekiel).   Not only 
does war fill the news once more,  but also a horrific time is unleashed 

when murder becomes an every-day occurrence.  Men start killing 

each other in huge numbers. 
 

Matthew 24: 7b  Third Seal: Famine 
And there will be famines,  

 
Next, into this world which has tasted of peace, then been thrown into 

war again, comes famine, food shortages, and economic control.  
Some people will have to work a whole day just for a loaf of bread.  

The ordinary guy in the street is going to starve.   But the food of the 
rich will not be affected.  Those who have much will do just fine…those 

who have little will get worse and worse.  The power of evil is now able 
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to control the little guys…and reward the big guys who will do what 

evil tells them to do. 
 

Matthew 24:7b-8   Fourth Seal:  Death in many forms 
pestilences,[b] and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are the 

beginning of sorrows.  
 

And just when the world thinks things can’t get much worse, they do.  
The fourth seal is broken, and death, which has always been with us, 

is released to affect ¼ of the world!  More war, more killing, famine, 
disease, and even the wild beasts of the earth (who up to now have 

been too afraid of mankind to attack for no reason) will make death an 

every-day event. 
 

 
Matthew 24: 9-28   Fifth Seal:  Persecution 
9 “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be 
hated by all nations for My name’s sake. 10 And then many will be offended, 

will betray one another, and will hate one another. 11 Then many false 
prophets will rise up and deceive many. 12 And because lawlessness will 

abound, the love of many will grow cold. 13 But he who endures to the end 
shall be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the 

world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.  
    
15 “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation, spoken of by 
Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (whoever reads, let him 

understand), 16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17 Let 

him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his house. 
18 And let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes. 19 But woe 

to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those 
days! 20 And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath. 21 

For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the 
beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. 22 And unless 

those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s sake 
those days will be shortened.  
23 “Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do not 
believe it. 24 For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great 

signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 25 See, I have told 
you beforehand.  
26 “Therefore if they say to you, ‘Look, He is in the desert!’ do not go out; or 
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‘Look, He is in the inner rooms!’ do not believe it. 27 For as the lightning 

comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the coming of the 
Son of Man be. 28 For wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will be 

gathered together.  
 

Persecution of believers in Jesus comes next.  Christians suffer at the 
hands of those who hate them, and many of them die.  A time of great 

tribulation begins.   The heavens fill with the souls of martyrs who are 
murdered because they will not worship the anti-christ who has now 

declared himself a god – and demanded that all must worship him. 
 

If the Lord would allow this persecution to continue there would soon 

be no believer in Jesus who could survive this horrible time.  In His 
mercy He shortens this time by removing all the believers from the 

face of the earth – in the event most of us have heard about – the 
Rapture.  But first….the mother of all earthquakes: 

 
 

 Matthew 24: 29-30  Sixth Seal:  Cosmic Disturbances/Signs in the 
Heavens/Earthquake   
29 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the 

powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 Then the sign of the Son of Man 
will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and 

they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory.  

 

This next seal, the 6th one, is opened sometime after anti-christ has 
taken over complete rule of the earth and demanded to be worshipped 

as God, sometime after intense persecution of believers has begun, 
sometime after it becomes necessary to wear the mark of the anti-

christ on the hand or forehead in order to simply get daily food, and 
sometime after the 2 witnesses have begun preaching outside the 

temple in Jerusalem… 
 

The Lord, from heaven, has watched as His faithful martyrs have 
chosen death rather than worship of anti-christ.  And now anti-christ is 

about to begin to feel the earth shake as the Lord will allow no more… 
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There is an earthquake and cosmic disturbances which affect the whole 

earth – here are the 6 things that happen as this seal #6 is opened: 
 

1. (:12)  Earthquake 
2.  (:12)  Sun turned black 

3.  (:12)  Moon turned blood red 
4.  (:13)  Stars fall to the earth 

5.  (:14)  Sky appears to roll up like a scroll 
6.  (:14)  Every mountain, island, moves 

 
What will people in the world do when these things happen? They’ll 

run, try to hide, and pray to the rocks to protect them.  They know.  

Somehow they know this is coming from Jesus.  In fact, they seem to 
know that God is sitting on a throne and Jesus is ready to release His 

wrath.   
 

How do they realize this?   
 

Here’s what I think: They have seen Christians persecuted worldwide 
and have heard the testimonies of those who believed in Jesus.  They 

have watched them declare their love for Him just before their heads 
were chopped off.  They have heard from the mouths of martyrs what 

each seal was going to bring.  There is probably  no way to be alive in 
the world at this time and not know what God is doing. 

 
 

Matthew 24:31  Just Before the 7th Seal:  The Rapture  
31 And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will 
gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the 

other. 
 

Then, either during that unprecedented earthquake, or shortly after it,  

all believers on earth are caught up to heaven – the Rapture.  The 
Lord ends the time of persecution by removing those who were being 

persecuted.  The only believers not removed during the Rapture  are 
144,000 believing Jews who are left behind on earth – they have a job 

to do, and the 2 Witnesses – who still have work left to do, to.   
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In our next lesson we’ll look at more of Jesus’ answer to His 

disciples….but here are the questions we can ask ourselves after 
looking at the first 31 verses of Matthew: 

 
1. Has the Last 7 Years begun yet?   

 
2. If you think yes, where do you think we might be in the sequence of 

events Jesus describes? 
 

3. If you think no, what are you looking for as the first sign the seals are 
beginning to be opened? 

 

4. No matter what you think about the “when”, is there anything you feel 
you should be doing right now?  I Peter 4:7-11 
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