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Stump the Chumps 

Matthew 22  
 

 
“Stump the Chumps” is a time-honored tradition.  It’s a question-answer 

session where anyone in the audience is invited to try to ask an 
unanswerable question of a carefully-chosen panel of experts.  You can 

probably think of questions you might ask if you were part of this exercize 
with, say, a panel of Bible experts: 

 
 “Did Adam have a belly button?” 

 “Why do bad things happen to good people?” 

 “Why did God tell the Israelites to kill men, women and children as they 

conquered the land He had promised them?” 

 “When will the rapture happen?” 

 “Did Jesus die for the whole world, or just for those who would believe in 

Him?” 

 Does the Bible teach me to forgive someone even if they don’t want 

forgiveness? 

 Etc. 

In Matthew 22, after Jesus tells a parable which specifically accuses the 
Jewish leaders of being unworthy of the kingdom of heaven, those Jewish 

leaders gather together to plot against Him.  They have had enough of this 

uneducated Jewish peasant from the lowly Galilee.  They are quite confident 
in their ability to ask Him a number of questions He will not be able to 

answer, and thus finally show the masses of people (who are hanging on His 
every word) just how unworthy He is! 

 
As we’ve seen before….they are slow learners…. 

 

Matthew 22:1-10   

“And Jesus answered and spoke to them again by parables and 
said:2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who arranged a 

marriage for his son, 3 and sent out his servants to call those who were 

invited to the wedding; and they were not willing to come. 4 Again, he 
sent out other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have 

prepared my dinner; my oxen and fatted cattle are killed, and all things 
are ready. Come to the wedding.”’ 5 But they made light of it and went 
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their ways, one to his own farm, another to his business. 6 And the rest 

seized his servants, treated them spitefully, and killed them. 7 But when 
the king heard about it, he was furious. And he sent out his armies, 

destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city. 8 Then he said to his 

servants, ‘The wedding is ready, but those who were invited were not 
worthy. 9 Therefore go into the highways, and as many as you find, invite 

to the wedding.’ 10 So those servants went out into the highways and 
gathered together all whom they found, both bad and good. And the 

wedding hall was filled with guests. 
 

So the parable Jesus tells is a picture of what the kingdom of heaven is like, 

and who is worthy to be part of it.  The story is of a king who decides to 
throw a huge celebration in honor of His son.  He gets everything ready for 

this amazing party.  He is planning on showering his invited guests with 
every kind of wonderful and amazing delight. 

 
But the guests whom he invites initially ignore his invitation, being too busy 

to respond.  Rude.  Then , much worse, they get extremely irritated at his 
continued badgering of them to respond, so they treat his servants horribly 

when they keep arriving with the messages.  In fact, they kill some of those 
servants!  They are more than rude – they are criminals!   

 
So the King strikes back at these criminals by sending His own army to wipe 

them out.  Of course.  They are unworthy continue to live! 
 

But there is still a celebration to be had.  The party is still ready to go.  So 

the King sends his servants out into the dregs of society and invites even the 
poor, downtrodden, crippled, and disgusting to this wedding.  They are 

invited to come and be pampered.  There will be servants to lead them to 
luxurious bathing facilities.  They can get a haircut,  and have salve applied 

to their wounds.  They are offered beautiful new clothes to put on so that 
they can fully enjoy this posh affair.  Then they can, at their leisure, arrive 

at the party and dine on sumptuous food and wine, laugh and have 
conversations with others.  In other words, life for these invited guests is 

never going to be the same again. 
 

Matthew 22:11-13 
11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man there who 

did not have on a wedding garment. 12 So he said to him, ‘Friend, how did 
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you come in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was 

speechless. 13 Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, 
take him away, and[a] cast him into outer darkness; there will be weeping 

and gnashing of teeth.’” 
 
And yet, with all this care and pampering offered, there is one man who 

comes to this affair not willing to offer the King the honor He deserves for 
throwing this amazing party. 

 
This one man walks into the feast not having bathed or shaved or put on the 

beautiful wedding garments.  Instead he just comes “as-is”.  Why?  Because 
he had no desire to accept the King’s standards for who was worthy to be at 

His Son’s party.  This wasn’t about the King, it was about him!  The King 
should accept him as he is!  He only wanted to come, be treated well, and 

be honored himself. 
 

So when the King sees this man being so disrespectful and full of pride, the 
King is very, very angry!  To the man’s great surprise the King throws him 

out of the party!  He throws him out because he is not worthy to attend this 

celebration.  He could have been worthy if only he had accepted the King’s 
generosity, but no, he wanted only to prove his own worth, so he is booted! 

 
Matthew 22:14 
14 “For many are called, but few are chosen.” 
 
The Pharisees heard the story and no doubt understood it well.  Jesus was 
putting each of them into one of 2 categories: 

 
1. They were those who never even bothered to attend the feast -  those 

who abused the servants of the King. 

 

2. Or…they were like the man who wanted to attend the party but not get 

cleaned up by the King.  They were too shabby.  

Either way, they were rude, or criminals, or too scruffy to be worthy to 
attend a sumptuous feast given by the King of Kings. 

 

And yes, they understood that the lesson being taught here had not to do 
with just a simple party thrown by an earthly King.  They understood that 
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Jesus was talking about the Kingdom of Heaven.  And that it was God 

throwing the feast for His Son.  And that Jesus was saying He is the Son.  
And they understood he was saying that they were amongst those who killed 

the prophets, ignored the invitation to worship God in truth, and tried to 
come into God’s presence with their own righteousness instead of accepting 

the generous offer of God’s righteousness to cover their scruffiness.   
 

So… 
 

Matthew 22:15 
15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted how they might entangle Him in 

His talk. 
 
Their plan is to “stump the chump”. 

 
What is their first “unanswerable” question? 

 
Matthew 22:16-22 
16 And they sent to Him their disciples with the Herodians, saying, 
“Teacher, we know that You are true, and teach the way of God in truth; 

nor do You care about anyone, for You do not regard the person of 

men. 17 Tell us, therefore, what do You think? Is it lawful to pay taxes to 
Caesar, or not?” 

18 But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, “Why do you test 
Me, you hypocrites? 19 Show Me the tax money.” 

So they brought Him a denarius. 

20 And He said to them, “Whose image and inscription is this?” 

21 They said to Him, “Caesar’s.” 

And He said to them, “Render therefore to Caesar the things that  

are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22 When they had 

heard these words, they marveled, and left Him and went their way. 
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a. Who asked this question?  The disciples of the Pharisees, and 

also the Herodians (who were followers of Herod, the hated 
leader of the Jews).  If they could stump Him with these sort of 

“lowly” questioners, that would make Him look even worse to 
the general population.   

 
b. What did they expect to happen?  They expected Him to not be 

able to answer the question, because He surely knew that if He 
said “pay taxes” the people would hate Him, but if He said “don’t 

pay taxes” the government would arrest Him.  They figured He 
thought the same way they did – always trying to figure out 

what people wanted to hear before speaking. 

 
c. What did Jesus answer?  He basically said “the money doesn’t 

belong to you anyway – Caesar minted it, so give it back to 
Caesar. “  And then He threw in the answer to the question they 

should have asked: (They should have asked “Who do our lives 
belong to?”)  So he says:  “And by the way, your lives don’t 

belong to Caesar – your lives belong to God.”   
 

d. How did this stump the questioners?  They had no way to come 
back against His answer.  He was right, and He had addressed 

the one thing they didn’t want to admit – their lives had not 
been given to God. 

 
What is their 2nd “unanswerable” question? 

 

Matthew 22:23-33 
23 The same day the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to 

Him and asked Him, 24 saying: “Teacher, Moses said that if a man dies, 
having no children, his brother shall marry his wife and raise up offspring 

for his brother. 25 Now there were with us seven brothers. The first died 
after he had married, and having no offspring, left his wife to his 

brother. 26 Likewise the second also, and the third, even to the 

seventh. 27 Last of all the woman died also. 28 Therefore, in the 
resurrection, whose wife of the seven will she be? For they all had her.” 
29 Jesus answered and said to them, “You are mistaken, not knowing the 
Scriptures nor the power of God. 30 For in the resurrection they neither 

marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels of God[b] in 
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heaven. 31 But concerning the resurrection of the dead, have you not read 

what was spoken to you by God, saying, 32 ‘I am the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’?[c] God is not the God of the dead, 

but of the living.” 33 And when the multitudes heard this, they were 

astonished at His teaching. 
 

a. Who asked this question?  Now the questioners are a step-up the 
importance ladder.  These are the Sadducees – a sort of quasi-

religious group who are very well-educated and are too smart to 
actually believe there is an after-life. 

 
b. What did they expect to happen?  They go into this assuming 

that no intelligent person could possibly believe in all the strict 
rules and regulations of the Old testament.  These were just 

“fables” invented by men – certainly God would not have written 
out this crazy law that a brother had a responsibility to raise up 

children for his own brother’s widow.  Scoff, scoff.  They were 

positive they had Jesus cornered on this one, because, again, He 
would have known that the general populace would have 

rebelled against Him saying that the letter of the law should not 
be followed.  Gotcha! 

 
c. What did Jesus answer?  He tells them how uneducated they 

really are.  First of all, didn’t they realize there is no marriage in 
heaven, so their unanswerable question was pointless?  And 

second of all, their belief that there is no after-life is not very 
smart either!   

 
d. How did this stump the questioners?  He is telling them their 

belief in God but no belief in an afterlife doesn’t make sense.  
God Himself says He is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (all 

dead).  The Sadducees say they worship the God of the living.  

So if God is the God of the living, then Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob must all still be alive (after life).  Gotcha! 

 
What is their 3rd “unanswerable” question? 
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Matthew 22:34-40 
34 But when the Pharisees heard that He had silenced the Sadducees, they 
gathered together. 35 Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a 

question, testing Him, and saying, 36 “Teacher, which is the great 
commandment in the law?” 
37 Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your 

heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’[d] 38 This is the first and 
great commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the Law 
and the Prophets.” 
 

a. Who asked this question?  Now comes the next set of big guns.  
These are the scribes – the lawyers who are part of the Pharisee 

group.  These are not the actual Pharisee leaders, but they are the 
ones who are closest to the Pharsees in power and authority. 

 
b. What did they expect to happen?  I think they expected Jesus to 

not be willing to say that one of the 10 Commandments was better 
than another.  

 
c. What did Jesus answer?  Jesus does not hesitate to declare what is 

the first and greatest commandment – but it is not one of the 10 
Commandments.  It is stated over and over again in the Old 

Testament – in fact – it is taught even from the beginning of 
mankind, long before there were Jews and Jewish laws.  Love the 

Lord your God with everything you are and everything you have.  

Adam and Eve were given the same commandment when they were 
told there was one tree they could not eat of in the garden.  The 

test put to them was 
this:  Will you love the Lord your God…or will you love yourself? 

 
And then Jesus goes on to say there is another great 

commandment, one which sums up all the other commandments: 
love your neighbor as much as you love yourself.  Again – not one 

of the 10 Commandments. 
 

d. How did this stump the questioners?  They had no answer.  He was 
right.  They just had never thought it through like that before.  

Hmmmm – when they spent all that time thinking all their smart 
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thoughts, why hadn’t they thought of that?  (Because they were 

trying to “stump” the One Who wrote all the laws in the first place!  
  He was the One Who could have helped them understand all the 

things He had written….but they weren’t coming to Him for help in 
understanding, were they? ) 

 
Now…Jesus’ turn to ask an “unanswerable” question: 

 
Matthew 22:41-46 
41 While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked 

them,42 saying, “What do you think about the Christ? Whose Son is He?” 
They said to Him, “The Son of David.” 
43 He said to them, “How then does David in the Spirit call Him ‘Lord,’ 
saying: 
44 ‘The LORD said to my Lord, 

“Sit at My right hand, 
Till I make Your enemies Your footstool”’?[f] 

45 If David then calls Him ‘Lord,’ how is He his Son?” 46 And no one was 
able to answer Him a word, nor from that day on did anyone dare 

question Him anymore. 

 

a. Who does He ask?  It’s time for Jesus to address the main source of 
the problem.  The Pharisees.  The religious leaders of Judaism.  The 

power players in Jerusalem.  The ones who cooked up this whole 
idea. 

 
b. Is Jesus trying to trick them?  Yes, in a way.  He’s trying to show 

them the fallacy of their thinking and their practice.   

 
c. Why couldn’t anyone answer this?  What’s is their problem with this 

question Jesus’ asked?  He asked them what they knew about the 
Christ (the Messiah).  The Old Testament scriptures said a lot about 

this One the Jews were waiting for.  The Pharisees would have 
known (and memorized) lots and lots of scriptures which told all 

about this One that was coming someday. 
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So the question was easy.  Whose son would He be?  Answer:  King 

David’s son.  They knew, beyond the shadow of a doubt, that the 
Messiah was prophesied to be of the family and lineage of King 

David. 
 

So…Jesus asks….if Messiah will be David’s son, then how is it that 
David speaks of Messiah and calls him “Lord”?  Jesus quotes an Old 

Testament scripture which they would have known.  How can David 
call his son “Lord”?   

 
There is an obvious answer.  The answer is that Messiah will be 

David’s son, yes, but Messiah will also be God Himself.  He will be 

of the lineage of David.  He will be a man.  But He will also be God.   
 

The Pharisees cannot continue this conversation because they know 
Jesus has claimed that He is of the lineage of David, and also that 

He is God Himself.  Jesus has claimed that He is Messiah.  If they 
continue this conversation they must consider that Jesus might 

possibly be the Messiah the Jewish people have been waiting 
for….the Messiah the world has been waiting for. 

 
From this day on, the chumps have been stumped.  No more 

questions for Jesus. 
 

APPLICATION QUESTIONS: 
 

1. What are we supposed to learn from this chapter? 

 
2. What is your answer to Jesus’ question in verses :41-46?   Is Jesus 

God Himself?  Have you believed in Him?  Is He your Lord? 

 

 

 

“Many are called, but few are chosen” 
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