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Genesis Chapter 1 - Answers 

 
 

 

When did you begin?  

 

Was it your birthday?  No.   

 

Was it the moment in time when you were first conceived?  Well, yes, that 

answer is correct…but….I have a thought here….. 

 

You see, God had you in mind before you were born…in fact, before 

Genesis 1:1.  Did you know that?  Look at Matthew 25:31-36, Revelation 

17:7&8, and Psalm 139:14-16.  When you read those it becomes clear, 

doesn’t it, that God knew you and planned for you long before you were 

conceived? 

 

When He began creating our universe, He had already thought of you.  He 

had you in mind when He planned the continents and the seas; He had you 

pictured when He began time;  He created your DNA when He took all the 

raw materials of our world and organized them and filled them with life.  

You were part of the seed that was created inside Adam and inside Eve 

when they were miraculously brought into existence. 

 

Technically you began when the miracle of conception took place in your 

mother’s womb.  But forget technicalities for now, and marvel at the 

realization that God knew you before He ever created the first piece of dust. 

 

Genesis is first and foremost about God.  But it is also about you.   

 

So, just to make this truth real inside yourself, read Genesis 1:1 like this:  

Before the beginning, God decided who I would be someday, and then, 

next, “in the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”.   

 

http://www.kathleendalton.com/


“In the Beginning God….” 
A Verse-by-Verse Study of the Book of Genesis 

www.kathleendalton.com 
 

 

 

 

You could say the whole world was created with 

you in mind, except that almost sounds like 

creation was made to revolve around you, and of 

course, it wasn’t.  It was made to revolve around 

God.  Here’s what God did:  God made a place 

where you and I would get our chance to live out 

our faith in Him.  Creation was all about God’s 

creation living by faith in Him.  All about Him.  

And pretty fantastic for us. 

 

How should that make us feel? 

 it should remind us that we are 

miraculously loved and cherished by God –  

 and it should bring us to our knees 

before Him.  “What is man that thou are mindful 

of him?”   

 And it also should give us an 

overwhelming sense of the kinship we have with 

every other person, across our globe, who also 

was in the mind of God before the beginning: 

 

Now, keeping that in mind, let’s start going 

through our questions for  Genesis Chapter 1, 

and while we discuss the chapter, jot down any 

questions you come up with – you can always 

send those questions to me by “commenting” on 

this post, if you want my input. 

 

 

 

 “In the beginning, God created the heavens and 

the earth.”   Genesis 1:1 

 

1. Can you find at least 5 major truths from 

just verse 1?   (Here’s what I’ve come up with:) 

 

If you have the time to dig a 

little deeper, look up the 

following verses and ask 

yourself what else you learn 

about God and creation from 

them: 

 

Psalm 102:25-28 

 

 

Isaiah 40:25&26 

 

 

John 1:1-3 

 

 

Psalm 89:11 

 

 

Psalm 90:2 

 

 

Isaiah 44:24 

 

 

Hebrews 1:1&2 

 

 

Hebrews 11:3 

 

 

Revelation 4:11 
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 1.  God existed before the beginning. 

 

 2.  God was the creator of our world.  It wasn’t an accident. 

 

 3. God is bigger than the heavens and the earth.   

 

 4. God is more important than anything He created, including me. 

 

 5. God has the ability to create.  To make something from nothing. 

 

 6. God is powerful. 

 

 7.  God is creative. 

 

 8. I would not exist if it weren’t for God.  He deserves my thanks. 

 

 9. If anyone knows how to make life work, it is God. 

 

 10. Everything I see and touch belongs to God. 

 

 

 

 

Genesis 1:1-5 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  

The earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the 

deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters.  Then 

God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light.  God saw that the light 

was good, and God separated the light from the darkness.  God called the 

light day, and the darkness he called night.  And there was evening and 

there was morning, one day.”   

 

 

2. What did God do on Day 1? (:1-5)   
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 On Day 1 God gathered together all the raw ingredients He would 

need to form our universe, then He spoke the Light into the middle of all 

those ingredients.  With the presence of that light, He  set the universe in 

motion – time began.  There was morning and there was night – the first day.  

Now, I have a question about that light…but we’ll save that until we get to 

the end of the chapter. 

 

 

 

 

Genesis 1:6-8 “Then God said, ‘Let there be an expanse in the midst of the 

waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.  God made the 

expanse and separated the waters which were below the expanse from the 

waters which were above the expanse; and it was so.  God called the 

expanse heaven.  And there was evening and there was morning, a second 

day.”   

 

3. What did God do on Day 2? (:6-8)  

  

 On Day 2 God separated His raw ingredients by placing atmosphere 

in between them.  Some of the raw ingredients were above the atmosphere, 

and some were below.  The atmosphere became the “skin” for the earth.  It 

was the life-sustaining air which would set earth apart from the rest of the 

universe. 

Genesis 1:9-13 “Then God said, ‘Let the waters below the heavens be 

gathered into one place, and let the dry land appear’; and it was so.  God 

called the dry land earth, and the gathering of the waters He called seas; 

and God saw that it was good.  Then God said, ‘Let the earth sprout 

vegetation, plants yielding see, and fruit trees on the earth, bearing fruit 

after their kind with seed in them’; and it was so.  The earth brought forth 

vegetation, plants yielding seed after their kind, and trees bearing fruit with 

seed in them, after their kind, and God saw that it was good.  There was 

evening and there was morning, a third day.”   
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4. What did God do on Day 3? (:9-13) 

 

 On Day 3 God organized the raw materials under the atmosphere into 

a round ball containing dry land and sea (earth).  On the dry land He placed 

some of those raw materials which He had turned into plants – vegetation.  

All the plants were programmed to reproduce, and contained seeds to do just 

that. 

 

 

 

 

Genesis 1:14-19 “Then God said, ‘Let there be lights in the expanse of the 

heavens to separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for 

seasons and for days and years; and let them be for lights in the expanse of 

the heavens to give light on the earth’, and it was so.  God made the two 

great lights, the greater light to govern the day, and the lesser light to 

govern the night; He made the stars also.  God placed them in the expanse 

of the heavens to give light on the earth, and to govern the day and the night, 

and to separate the light from the darkness; and God saw that it was good.  

There was evening and there was morning a fourth day.”  

 

 

 

 

 

5. What did God do on Day 4? (:14-19) 

 

 He made the sun and the moon and the stars on Day 4.  Notice from 

this day’s work that it is clear God was creating sun and moon for the earth. 

He was creating what was necessary to make life work on earth, but not on 

any other planet, or in any other solar system.  All the other planets, solar 

systems, and galaxies were out there, but only one planet was created and 

planned to sustain life.  Only earth.   
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6. What was the purpose of the lights created on Day 4? (:14)  

 

 Signs   

(God would use the stars and the skies to give “signs”  to the whole 

world of His power.  Can you think of times He did that? )  

 Seasons 

 Days 

 Years 

 

The sun and the moon also forever defined the rhythm of the 

earth…day and night…seasons….  Time as we know it, measured in a 24-

hour day, a 7-day week, a 30-day month, and a 365-day year, would be the 

standard for the whole universe.  Now…it’s important to note that time 

existed from the moment God began creating (remember?  Day and night 

began on Day 1) .  But the universal understanding of time…the 

organization of time…. would come from the creation of sun, moon and 

stars 

 

Genesis 1:20-23 “Then God said, ‘Let the waters teem with swarms of living 

creatures, and let birds fly above the earth in the open expanse of the 

heavens.’  God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that 

moves, with which the waters swarmed after their kind, and every winged 

bird after its kind; and God saw that it was good.  God blessed them, saying, 

‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds 

multiply on the earth.’  There was evening and there was morning, the fifth 

day.”   

 

7. What did God do on Day 5? (:20-23) 

 

 On Day 5 God filled the waters with sea creatures, and the skies with 

winged creatures.  Everything that lives in the sea, and everything that flies 

in the sky.  Our global eco-system was almost complete. 
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Genesis 1:24-31 “Then God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures 

after their kind: cattle and creeping things and beasts of the earth after their 

kind’; and it was so.  God made the beasts of the earth after their kind, and 

the cattle after their kind, and everything that creeps on the ground after its 

kind; and God saw that it was good. Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in 

Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the 

sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, 

and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.’  God created man in 

His own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female He 

created them.  God blessed them; and god said to them, ‘Be fruitful and 

multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea 

and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the 

earth.’  Then God said, ‘Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed 

that is on the surface of all the earth, and every tree which has fruit yielding 

seed; it shall be food for you; and to every beast of the earth and to every 

bird of the sky and to every thing that moves on the earth which has life, I 

have given every green plant for food’, and it was so.  God saw all that He 

had made, and behold, it was very good.  And there was evening and there 

was morning, the sixth day.”   

 

8. What did God do on Day 6? (:24-31) 

 

 On Day 6 God created the animals, and man.  When He made man, 

unlike any of His other creations, He made him in His own image.  He made 

man to look like Himself.  And He gave man rule over all the rest of the 

living things that made up His creation.  Over the fish, the birds, the animals, 

and the vegetation.  The vegetation was for food. 

 

9. What did God tell Adam & Eve to do? (:28) 

 

 1  Be fruitful and multiply.  They were told to make babies.  Have a 

family, and encourage their children to have families, and to fill the earth 

with people.  God’s plan was for the earth to be full of people who loved 
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walking with Him in the cool of the day.  Who looked forward to His 

presence all the time.  Who obeyed and loved and longed for Him.   

 2.Subdue the earth.  They were told to organize the raw materials of 

earth and use them for the good of the people.  The people would always 

come first.  The things of earth were intended for their sustenance and 

pleasure. 

 3. Rule over the earth.  They were given the go-ahead to explore and 

discover and create the most wonderful, unimaginable things.  They could 

build buildings and roads, houses and neighborhoods.  They could assemble 

rockets which would take them out into that amazing universe and see the 

glory of their God displayed through the wonders He created.  He meant for 

men to create and learn and discover and build and take His raw materials 

and do unbelievable things. 

 

 Later on in Genesis chapter 11 we’re going to see that when people 

built a large tower in Babel, He stopped them.  Why?  If He wanted them to 

rule the earth, why not let them do it in Babel?  Because He meant for them 

to rule the world while they were in a close relationship with Him.  He gave 

them rule, and knew that rule would benefit them as long as they were in 

obedience to Him.  The sinful men who built the tower in Babel built it not 

to discover the wonders of God, but to shake their fists in the face of God. 

 

 Adam and Eve’s sin was going to change the course of the gifts He 

had just given them.  Being fruitful, filling the earth, subduing the earth and 

ruling the earth would not be at all what God intended it to be.  It would be 

hard, painful, and full of death and unhappiness. 

 

10. What did God plan for men and animals to eat? (:29&30) 

 

 Vegetation.  With the imagination He had also given man, there was 

probably no end to the ways those greens and fruits and nuts and seeds could 

be prepared.  It was not going to have to be spinach salad every day.  
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A few things to think through about the 
Bible and Evolution: 

 

Evolution says:  Life evolved naturally from non-living chemicals. Earth is anywhere 

from millions to 5 billion years old.  The earth is always evolving, improving.  Man is 

always evolving, improving.  Man is not spiraling down, but is in charge of his own 

destiny.   

 

Literal Bible says:  God created earth and life in 6 days.  Adam to Abraham = about 

2,000 yrs.   Abraham to Jesus = about 2,000 yrs.  Jesus to now = about 2000 yrs.  

Earth is about 6,000 years old.  The earth is not evolving, improving.  Man is not 

evolving, improving.  The earth and man are actually disintegrating because they are 

in need of a Savior.  Only the Savior can change the downward spiral of man. 

 

Here are some of the reasons I take a “literal Bible” view: 

 

 The Bible is the unerring Word of God.  It says so. There’s no reason to 

think God could not have created everything in the world in 6 literal days. 

1. II Timothy 3:16 

2. II Peter 1:20 

3. Either we can trust all of it, or we can’t.  Can’t pick and choose. 

4. If we don’t know which parts of the Bible to trust – we have to 

become our own final authority. 

 

 “Evening and Morning” describes a 24-hour day. 

 

 The Hebrew word used in Genesis 1 for “day” is the word “yom” – which  

     almost always means 24-hour period  - there are very few exceptions. 

 

 Evolution, and a belief in a long, long period of time for creation would mean 

we accept as truth the fact that there was death of animals and men before 
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Adam and Eve sinned. The Bible says there was no death before the fall of 

man (sin).  (Genesis 2:15-17) 

1. Death was the result of sin 

2. That’s why Jesus had to die on the cross. 

3. Death of any living creature before the fall, required in the Evolution 

view  assumes as untrue the Genesis 3 account that death began with 

the sinful fall of Adam and Eve.  Therefore, it also questions the 

necessity of the death of Jesus to pay the price for sin. (I 

Corinthians 15:20-28) 

 

 Bible:  From the time of the fall of man, men have degenerated, not 

improved.   

1. Evolution teaches the constant upward improvement of creation. 

2. A belief which combines creation by God with evolution assumes 

evolution is continuing today – thus creation is still constantly 

improving….or…..that God is still creating – which the Bible states He 

is not…the creating God did was completed on Day 6 – that’s why He 

rested on Day 7. 

 

 

 

Here are some of the questions others have come up with in past Genesis 

studies: 

 

1. Q: Since God planned for us to be vegetarians  (Genesis 1:29 & 30), why         

         did He create animals? 

     A:  Because animals were a part of the perfect creation of God – not 

 intended for eating.  Perhaps simply intended for our enjoyment. 

 

2.  Q:  Since there was to be no death, why make male and female (assuming 

 the purpose was to replace the ones who died with new ones). 

     A:  God made animals and people, and then wanted to them to fill the  

           earth by multiplying (Genesis 1:28) .  God did not fill the earth   

           initially.   

 

3.  Q:  Why did God pick that particular part of the earth? 

     A:  Unknown.  Guess:  maybe that was the perfect place from which to     

           begin to fill the earth. 
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4.  Q:  Where did God come from: 

     A:  That is really the most basic question to ask.  The first verse of     

           Genesis (1:1) is clear.  In the beginning of everything we call time and    

           space, God was already there.  No one created God.  He did not come  

          from anywhere.  He always was.  That is why He calls Himself “I am”.  

          (Exodus 3:13 & 14) and (John 8:58). 

 

5.  Q:  What about carbon-dating?  How can the earth be only 5,000 – 10,000 years    

           old in the light of the scientific evidence of carbon dating? 

     A:  Carbon dating requires certain assumptions.  Assumptions not based on    

          proven, observable fact.   And…there is much evidence in proven, observable      

         fact for a “young earth”. 

 

6.  Q:  Why are there such profound cultural differences amongst people…and  

      different races…since we are descendants of the same 2 people? 

    A:  We are all descendants of the same 2 people, Adam and Eve.  And we are    

    also all descendants of the same 8 people – Noah, his wife, their 3 sons     

    (Shem, Ham & Japheth, and their wives).   The inhabitants of the earth split  

    up into distinct people groups based on differing languages after the flood, 

    and after the Tower of Babel.  (Genesis 11).   The three major races of people 

    descended from Shem, Ham & Japheth, as they parted to and began to fill      

    differing areas of God’s created earth. 

 

7.  Q:  Could the “days” of Genesis 1 have been long periods of time which were 

simply called “days”?  Could they have been other than 24-hour periods of time? 

      

 The Hebrew word used in Genesis 1 for “day” is the word “yom” – which  

      always means 24-hour period every time it is used, except in cases where         

      it is clearly inidicated by the context that the literal meaning of the 24-     

      hour-day is not intended (ie:  The Day of the Lord). 

 Also – the 6-day creation is restated in Exodus 20:11.  The creation 

“week” is stated – and given as a reason for organizing our times of work 

and times of rest into a week of 7 days.    The whole concept of week of 

7 days comes from the Genesis 1 account.   Not seven “periods of time”, 

but specifically, 7 days. 

 Adam and Eve were created on “Day 6” lived through “Day 7” (God’s day 

of rest), and then at least into Day 8.    If these were even thousand-
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year periods of time, Adam would have been at least 2 thousand years old 

by the time creation was finished.  Scripture says Adam lived to 930 

years old. (Genesis 5:5).   

 

Want More Info? 

Here are Some Great Resources for you: 

www.AnswersinGenesis.org 

www.creationmuseum.org 
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