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Chapters 44&45 
 

 

Joseph’s 11 brothers (including Benjamin this time) are in Egypt.   

10 of the brothers have brought back their brother, Benjamin, and when 

they arrived, their brother, Simeon, was released from jail, where he had 

been held until they returned. 

 

And now they have all been taken to Joseph’s house – where a huge feast is 

waiting for them.  The brothers all bow down to Joseph as he arrives…and 

Joseph is overwhelmed as he sees his brother, Benjamin.  Joseph leaves to 

weep in private, then returns to eat, drink and have fun at a feast with 11 

men who have no idea who he is. 

 

Chapter 44 

 

1. :1  Joseph is now sending the 11 brothers back to Egypt.  What is he 

sending with them? 

2. :2  What does Joseph secretly also have put in Benjamin’s sack? 

3. :3-5  After the 11 brothers leave, not knowing all that has been put in 

their sacks, Who pursues them? 

4. :6-9  What are they accused of, and how do they respond? 

5. :10-13  What was found in Benjamin’s sack? 

6. :14&15  As the brothers return to Joseph’s house, Joseph says to 

them…”didn’t you know that I can practice divination?”  What did he 

mean by that? 

7. :16  Which brother speaks first?  What does he say? 

8. :17  But Joseph, what does he insist on? 

9. :18-34  What is Judah’s story to Joseph, and what does Judah offer 

in exchange for Benjamin’s freedom? 

10. Does this pleading of Judah seem to be a picture of something in the 

future which one of the descendants of Judah will do…for the 

freedom of the whole world? 
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Chapter 45 

 

11. :1-2   How loud was Joseph weeping? 

12. :3  Do the brothers believe what they are hearing?  Why not? 

13. :4-8   Who actually was responsible for Joseph being sold into 

slavery?  Why is Joseph OK with that? 

14. :9-15   This is the moment of reconciliation.  What do you notice?  

What things are happening here? 

15. :16-24  What important person in Egypt is very pleased with what has 

happened? 

16. :25-28  Does Jacob believe the 11 brothers when they arrive back in 

Canaan and tell him what has happened?   

17. :26  The decision is made to move the whole family to Egypt.  Is this 

the happy ending….or is there more to come for our favorite 

dysfunctional family? 

 

Bonus Questions: 

These chapters about Joseph and his brothers is a story of great wrong 

being done, and also one of reconciliation.   

 

 Would it have been a complete reconciliation if Joseph had simply told 

his brothers, when he first saw them, that he forgave them for all 

they had done? 

 What if the brothers had recognized Joseph at the very first and 

asked for his forgiveness simply because they knew they had to in 

order to survive? 

 What still had to happen in their hearts even after they arrived in 

Egypt?  Is this why Joseph was seemingly so “mean” in setting them up 

more than once?   

 What are the parts which are necessary in reconciliation? 

 What if you or I want a reconciliation, but the one who wronged us is 

not willing to admit wrong and ask for forgiveness?  Can we make that 

reconciliation happen simply by forgiving them? 

 How does this help us understand what has to happen for our own 

reconciliation with God? 
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