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Chapter 39, 40 & 41  – Answers 
 

Flourishing in the Dungeon 
 

The last 11 chapters of Genesis deal with the life of Joseph, after he was 

sold into slavery by his 10 brothers.     

 

This is a story of ending up in a place you never wanted to be.  It’s a story of 

the innocent party in a situation which can only be described as a “great 

violence.”  It’s a story of the long, painful process of learning to trust God  

when it looks like God is not around.  And it’s a story of flourishing in the 

land where God has placed you – even though it is absolutely not the place 

you ever wanted to be, and not the place you even want to be now. 

 

Jeremiah 29:4-14  tells us of the prophet Jeremiah, who, many years after 

the life of Joseph,  encouraged the Israelites who were about to be taken 

captive to Babylon. God told them through Jeremiah not to fight it.  Their 

job was going to be to be taken captive to Babylon, and then pray for and 

enjoy the peace of the place where they were taken as captives. 

 

The prophet Daniel was the proof that taking God at His Word (through 

Jeremiah) was the right choice – even though Daniel was in a place he never 

wanted to be, and not the place he wanted to stay.  Still, he did not fight it, 

but instead took God at His Word and embraced the land where he was a 

prisoner and prayed for their prosperity and peace.   

   

 

1.  39:1   If something similar happened to you, what would you do to try to 

survive? 

 

I think at first I would just try not to lash out at God for allowing this to 

happen to me.  I would try to think positive thoughts. 
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Then, once I was able to accept my situation as from the Lord, I think I 

would do well to try to remember all the times in scripture where the Lord 

took someone through such a trial, and what the results were. 

 

Now, by this time I would probably be ready to spend a good part of every 

day just praising God for Who He is, and telling Him how much I trust Him. 

 

I would, if possible, spend great amounts of time reading my Bible – and if I 

didn’t have my Bible, then I would make every effort to remember every 

memory verse I had ever learned, and soothe my soul by repeating them over 

and over. 

 

And then I would wait.  I would probably have to learn a lot of patience…but 

I would hope that I would learn to wait and see what God had in mind.  

  

2.  39:2-6  Why did Joseph become successful/prosperous as a slave? 

 

Because God blessed him in that way.  God had a plan, and blessing Joseph in 

slavery and prison was part of it. 

 

 

3.  How does the life of Joseph in Egypt “foreshadow” the experiences 

Israel as a nation would have in Egypt? 
Joseph in Egypt Israel in Egypt  

1.  Initially, because of God’s 

blessing, he obtains a place of honor 

First, as the family of Jacob dwelt in Egypt, 

they were favored by the Pharoah and given the 

best land and lots of freedom.  Because Pharoah 

loved and trusted Joseph. 

2.  Unjustly punished, his crime 

being his moral integrity 

Then, as time went on, the family of Jacob was 

less and less known to the later Pharoahs of 

Egypt, and they began to be badly treated, 

through no fault of their own they became 

slaves and lived hard and punishing lives. 

3.  Raised up, eventually, as the one 

who, because God is with him, holds 

the future in his hands. 

In the end the family of Jacob leaves Egypt and 

they are greatly blessed by God to make it back 

home to Canaan and eventually become the 

greatest power in the world under King David.  

They were greatly blessed by God.   
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Do you see how the life of Joseph seems to mirror the life that the nation 

of Israel was going to have from the time of Joseph forward? 

 

Maybe one part of God’s great plan for Joseph was to have him go first – 

showing Israel how mighty God’s hand can be in delivering from unjust 

suffering.  Maybe Joseph’s life was meant to be a comfort for the whole 

future nation of Israel.  Maybe it still is today. 
 

 

4.  39:6-20  Why does Joseph have to go through suffering?  Why do I? 

 

(the whole book of I Peter will answer this question..especially  

1:7, 2:20, 2:21-23, 3:14,15, 3:17. 4:1, 4:12,13, 4:15,16, 4:19, 5:10) 

 

I Peter 1:7 “…that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious 

than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, 

honor and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ…” 

 

 

 

I Peter 2:20  “For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, 

you take it patiently?  When you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, 

this is commendable before God.” 

 

 

 

I Peter 2:21-23 – “For to this you were called, because Christ also 

suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps:  

‘Who committed no sin, nor was deceit found in His mouth.’  Who, when He 

was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, 

but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously…” 
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I Peter 3:14&15  “But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, 

you are blessed.  ‘ And do not be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled.’  

But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a 

defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with 

meekness and fear.” 

 

 

I Peter 3:17  “For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for doing 

good than for doing evil.” 

 

 

I Peter 4:1&2  “Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm 

yourselves also with the same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has 

ceased from sin that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the 

flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will of God.” 

 

 

I Peter 4:12&13  “Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial 

which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you; but 

rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when his 

glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy.” 

 

 

I Peter 4:15&16  “But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an 

evildoer, or as a busybody in other people’s matters.  Yet if anyone suffers 

as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this 

manner.” 

 

 

I Peter 4:19  “Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God 

commit their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful creator.” 
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I Peter 5:1  “The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow 

elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the 

glory that will be revealed.”   

 

 

 5.  39:21-40:22  What does God do with an impossible situation? 

 

He changes it…even when it looks like there is absolutely no hope at all. 

It’s easy for Him.   

 

6.  40:23-41:13  Can you think of any verses which tell us why we have to 

wait? 

 

The obvious question is:  If it’s a piece of cake for God to change an 

impossible situation, then why doesn’t He just do it right away?  Why do we 

have to wait hours, days, months, sometimes years to see what He can do? 

 

The answer is:  I don’t know.  But He does.  Proverbs 3:5-8 

 

7.  41:14-57  Can you find a reason why Joseph was sent to Egypt as a slave 

and then went through so many trials and heartaches? 

 

Well, yes.  He was going to rescue his family from starvation.  And in doing 

so he was going to rescue the world…because the world was waiting for a 

Savior to come from Joseph’s family. 

 

8.  41:46  How old was Joseph when he became 2nd in command? 

 

30. 

 

9.  How long had his “Leadership Training” time been? (37:2) 

 

Taken captive at 17.  Leader of Egypt at 30.  It had been 13 years of 

waiting, growing, learning to trust in the dark. 
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10.  In review, what did God do to train Joseph for leadership? 

 

He tore him away from all he held dear. 

He allowed him to suffer for doing good. 

He let him sit in a dark dungeon prison for years. 

He blessed him with wisdom and likeability. 

 

11.  What qualities did God develop in Joseph during this time? 

 

Joseph was nice to everyone – criminal or leader. 

Joseph learned to wait on God. 

Joseph learned to trust God’s wisdom, not his own 

 

 

12.  Do you want to be a leader?  Do you want your children or your 

grandchildren to be leaders?  Do you want them to be people of great faith?  

You or your loved ones may just go through some very difficult trials in 

order to be trained by God for the work He has for you to do.  If that 

happens, unless the Lord has made it very clear that you should run from 

your difficult situation, maybe you should do as Joseph did and as the 

Israelites taken to Babylon did:  Ask the Lord to cause you to prosper right 

where you are…not just for your own sake…but mostly for the sake of 

others…maybe even for the sake of those who, with malice in their hearts, 

put you in your prison, or in your pain. 

 

Here are the results of this kind of obedience: 

 

1. You will flourish in ways you never imagined. 

2. You will never again be tempted to be proud of your accomplishments.  

They were, after all, impossible for you…. it was God who accomplished 

them, not you. 

3. You will know that your blessings are not for you…they are for 

others…for God’s big picture…they are even for the ones who 

imprisoned you and tortured you and wanted so badly to destroy you. 
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