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Extreme Makeover 

Matthew 19   
 

 
Marriage was given to men by the LORD, and was to be for the length of a 

couple’s natural life.  Genesis 1:27, Genesis 5:2, Genesis 2:24 
 

Under Old Testament law, only 3 things could end a marriage, thus leaving 
the formerly married person free to marry someone else: 

 
 

1. Death of one of the married.  In this instance, the marriage was definitely 
over as soon as one party died. 

 
2. Adultery of one of the married.  In this case, the marriage could be 

dissolved by the injured party, but did not have to be.   

 
3. A Divorce decree.  A divorce decree was a legal document, and could be 

sought by either husband or wife.  Moses, in the law, gave people the right to 
get a divorce decree. The divorce decree was only possible in the case of 

“uncleanness” – or adultery.  But Jewish tradition had changed that to 
“undesirableness” – or anything which one mate might not like about the 

other. Deuteronomy 24:1-4 
 

Why did God give Moses the instructions to allow a divorce decree when God 

Himself states in Genesis that a man and a woman are “one” when they 
marry, and He also clearly says in Malachi 2:16 that He hates divorce? 

 

As Chapter 19 of Matthew opens, The Pharisees are using the above 
question to try to trap Jesus into saying something which would prove He 

didn’t have all the answers. 
 

And, as usual, Jesus turns their deceitful motives into an opportunity to 
show not only that He had all the answers, but also that they were asking 

the wrong question.    (Poor Pharisees…they just didn’t know Who they 
were up against, did they?) 
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Matthew 19:1-3  

“Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these sayings, that He 

departed from Galilee and came to the region of Judea beyond the 
Jordan.2 And great multitudes followed Him, and He healed them there.  
3 The Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him, and saying to Him, “Is it 
lawful for a man to divorce his wife for just any reason? 

 

1. 19:1-3  Jesus moves now from the Galilee area to the area of the 
River Jordan, not too far from Jerusalem.  What does He do here?  

Who shows up here? 
 

It’s always significant when Jesus shows up near Jerusalem.  His ministry 

and the things he taught were a burr in the saddle of the Pharisees when 
Jesus was in the outer parts of Israel – far away from  

the Holy City – but when Jesus wanders into the Pharisees’ backyard, near 
Jerusalem, they get threatened and angry and vengeful.  He is challenging 

their knowledge, and their right to be the ones who are in authority.  You 
see, if Jesus is Who He says He is (God Himself), then the Pharisees and 

Saducees and scribes and all Jewish leaders are subservient to Him…and this 
they would not put up with.  And…we can’t make this point too often…if they 

had loved and known God before Jesus came on the scene, they would have 
recognized Jesus when He came, and fallen at His feet in worship.  But they 

did not know God.  They were simply using the Jewish religion to be 
religious, powerful and comfortable. 

 
Jesus healed many in this little spot on the Jordan River within a couple of 

miles of Jerusalem.  But more than that, He again put Himself right in the 

path of the self-righteous leaders of Israel…so that they might see how much 
they needed to be healed, too, – of the greatest disease of all – unbelief. 

 
Matthew 19:4-12 
4 And He answered and said to them, “Have you not read that He who made 

them at the beginning ‘made them male and female,’ 5 and said, ‘For this 

reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 
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and the two shall become one flesh’? 6 So then, they are no longer two but 

one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate.” 
7 They said to Him, “Why then did Moses command to give a certificate of 

divorce, and to put her away?” 
8 He said to them, “Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, 

permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not 
so.9 And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual 

immorality, and marries another, commits adultery; and whoever marries 
her who is divorced commits adultery.” 
10 His disciples said to Him, “If such is the case of the man with his wife, it is 
better not to marry.” 
11 But He said to them, “All cannot accept this saying, but only those to 
whom it has been given: 12 For there are eunuchs who were born thus from 

their mother’s womb, and there are eunuchs who were made eunuchs by 
men, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs for the 

kingdom of heaven’s sake. He who is able to accept it, let him accept it.” 

 
Let’s ask ourselves a few questions in order to see how Jesus handled this 

latest “attack” from the Pharisees: 
   

 Why would they have asked Him about this subject? 
Because it was a point of much useless debate in Jewish 

intellectual religious society.   And…they had already heard 
Jesus address this question as He spoke in The Sermon on 

the Mount.  “It was said, ‘Whoever sends his wife away, let 
him give her a certificate of divorce; but I say to you that 

everyone who divorces his wife, except for the reason of 
unchastity, makes her commit adultery; and whoever 

marries a divorced woman commits adultery.”  Matt. 
5:31&32 

They would very much have like to get Jesus to repeat this 

assertion, and humiliate Himself, because they had an 
answer, from scripture, all ready for Him. 

 
 What is their question? 

Their question is:  Can a man divorce his wife for any 
reason?  In other words… first:  is divorce OK? And  

second: can a man divorce his wife even if she has not 
committed adultery? 
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 What is his answer? 

First, is divorce OK?  Jesus says: no.  God instituted 
marriage to join a man and a woman together for their 

natural lives.  If God has joined something together, who 
is man to split it up? 

 
 What is their follow-up question? 

This is what they have been waiting for.  They are rubbing 
their hands in anticipation.  He obviously doesn’t realize 

that Moses said divorce was OK!  So is Jesus going to say 
Moses was not speaking the words of God?  Is He going to 

challenge the very authority of the scriptures? 
 

 What is his answer? 

His answer is that He knows very well what Moses told the 
people about divorce (Yes, I would say He knew that very 

well…He was the One Who told Moses to say it.)  But what 
the Pharisees didn’t realize was why Jesus allowed Moses 

to say that.  The divorce decree was not allowed so that a 
man or woman might just throw away his or her spouse 

upon a whim.  It was allowed because the hearts of men 
are desperately wicked (Jeremiah 17:9), and divorce 

decrees were to protect the innocent!  They were not to 
give freedom to wicked people…they were to give freedom 

to those who would be taken advantage of. 

 
Makes sense – if a man would simply get tired of his wife, 

and just tell her to leave his house without giving her a 
divorce decree, then she was doomed.  She was not free 

to marry another, and would die because she had no way 
to support herself – no future – no home – nothing to eat.  

Or…she would be forced to be a prostitute in order to make 
a living, and would be forever an outcast from society. 

 
So the Lord, through Moses, gave the people the right to 

give and get divorce decrees – to protect the innocent. 
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And the Lord also gave standards for what would be a 

justifiable reason for divorce:  uncleanness.  In other 
words – adultery.   

 
And even though men ended up abusing the divorce 

decree by changing what the Lord meant by “unclean”, and 
even though men ended up falsely accusing their wives of 

unfaithfulness simply to get rid of them, still the divorce 
decree was a protection for the innocent.  It said a woman 

could marry again.  She would not die if her husband sent 
her away. 

 
Now…Jesus also said something else in His answer to these 

conniving Pharisees.  He told them, in no uncertain terms, 
that divorce for any other reason other than adultery was 

not really divorce.  If the marriage was still intact – nobody 

had broken the marriage by committing adultery – then 
the man (or woman) had no right to re-marry.  He was still 

married to the woman he divorced…because no adultery 
had happened. 

 
And if the woman had been unfaithful, and the man had 

rightfully given her a divorce decree, then she was, if all 
way done correctly, an adulterer (because that’s the only 

reason he would have been able to get the divorce 
decree)…and any man who would marry her in the future 

would be committing adultery himself by being married to 
an adulterer. 

 
 What do the disciples say then? 

I think this conversation has rocked their world.  They are 

quite used to the assumption that they would be free to 
remarry if they decided to divorce their wives.  And they 

are quite used to the assumption that divorce was OK even 
in cases where adultery was not involved.  So….what did 

this mean?  If they were taking Jesus’ words seriously, did 
it mean that a man who has divorced but not for the right 

reasons should not even think of being married  
again?  Did it mean that a man should simply not even 

consider ever getting married, because there was no way 
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out?  Did it mean that a man could never marry a woman 

who had been unfaithful to her first husband? 
 

That’s not saying that any of them were in that situation, 
or thinking they might someday like to divorce their wives, 

but this was a solid cultural bedrock that was being swiped 
out from under them. 

They are open-mouthed. 
 

 Is Jesus saying it is sometimes better to not be married? 
 

He is pointing them to the question that should have been 
asked.   

 
He’s saying that, yes, the legal right to remarry after 

divorce is still there, no matter how the divorce was 

obtained….but perhaps a true believer in God is not 
thinking about what they legally are allowed to do.  

Perhaps a person who loves God is thinking: ‘What is the 
best thing I can do to serve the God I love?’. 

 
Not “what is the least I can do and still get away with it”, 

but “what is the most I can do even if it means I make a 
sacrifice.” 

 
Not “what can God do for me?” , but “what can I do for 

God?” 
 

Not “what will fulfill my happiness?”…but “what will put me 
in the best position to share the story of Jesus with the 

world around me?” 

 
Jesus is answering the question that should have been 

asked:  How should I use my situation, even if it is 
divorce, to bring more glory to God?   

 
 

Now let’s apply this to our lives today.  For those of us who are believers in 
Jesus, thus living right now in the kingdom of heaven, what does this 
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passage teach about marriage and divorce and singleness in the kingdom of 

heaven?   
 

What is Jesus teaching here?   
1. I can choose not to marry at all. 

2. I have the legal right to remarry. 

3. But the question is:  What is the thing that will bring the most glory to God?  

That is the thing I want to do.   

 
 Does that mean I should remain unmarried after someone 

wrongly divorces me?   

Perhaps.   

 
 Does that mean I should choose to be single instead of ever 

considering marriage?   

Maybe.   

 
 Does that mean I should thank the Lord for not bringing the 

right man or woman along for me, because I have been free to 

minister for Him?   

Again…that might be it.   
 

The only “rule” here is:  Do not choose to divorce unless your spouse is 

unfaithful…and even then you don’t have to, but you can if you choose to.   
 

After that, it’s a simple matter of walking with the Lord day after day and 
asking Him what He desires with your life.   

 
Mathew 19:13-15 
13 Then little children were brought to Him that He might put His hands on 
them and pray, but the disciples rebuked them. 14 But Jesus said, “Let the 

little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven.” 15 And He laid His hands on them and departed from 

there. 
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Why would the disciples have rebuked the people wanting Jesus to bless the 

little children?  Because children were inappropriate and a bother in an adult 
situation.  They were shooing away the kids so the adults could talk.   

 
But Jesus steps in and says, “No”, they are worthy of my attention.  

Now…He didn’t stop and talk with them for very long…He wasn’t saying they 
were more important than the work He had been given to do.  He just said 

they were part of the work He had been given to do, and His touch and 
prayers for them were exactly what He wanted to do.    And then He and His 

disciples moved on. 
 

What do these verses teach us about children in the kingdom of heaven?  
We’ve seen this before in the words of Jesus.  Children mean a great deal to 

Jesus.  He is going to give His life for them.  They can believe in Him and 
walk by faith, the same as adults.  

 

And they are a great picture of the way He feels about us, too.  I imagine we 
could be quite inappropriate and often a “bother” in a God-situation.  But we 

are worthy of His attention.  Because He loves us.  And He died for us.  And 
we need to come to Him knowing we are worth something to Him, but we 

are not the only thing on His to-do list.   
 

Matthew 19:16-30 
16 Now behold, one came and said to Him, “Good Teacher, what good thing 

shall I do that I may have eternal life?” 
17 So He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but 

One, that is, God. But if you want to enter into life, keep the 
commandments.” 
18 He said to Him, “Which ones?” 

Jesus said, “‘You shall not murder,’ ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You 
shall not steal,’ ‘You shall not bear false witness,’ 19 ‘Honor your father 

and your mother,’ and, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ ” 
20 The young man said to Him, “All these things I have kept from my 

youth. What do I still lack?” 
21 Jesus said to him, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and 

give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow 
Me.” 
22 But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful, for 
he had great possessions. 
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23 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “Assuredly, I say to you that it is hard for 

a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 And again I say to you, it is 
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to 

enter the kingdom of God.” 
25 When His disciples heard it, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who 

then can be saved?” 
26 But Jesus looked at them and said to them, “With men this is impossible, 

but with God all things are possible.” 
27 Then Peter answered and said to Him, “See, we have left all and followed 

You. Therefore what shall we have?” 
28 So Jesus said to them, “Assuredly I say to you, that in the regeneration, 

when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who have followed 
Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And 

everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or 
wife or children or lands, for My name’s sake, shall receive a hundredfold, 

and inherit eternal life. 30 But many who are first will be last, and the last 

first.” 
 

Put very simply, the rich man is asking:  What do I have to do to go to 
heaven? 

 
Why does Jesus immediately question the man’s understanding of Who He 

was?  Because the man called Him “good”.  Did this man realize that there is 
only one “good” One, and that is God?  Was this man saying “I know you are 

God, Jesus.”?  No…he wasn’t.  He was just being polite.  He was just paying 
a compliment.  And Jesus was going to help him understand that the One he 

was talking to is the absolute authority on how to get to heaven. 
 

He tells him to obey all the 10 commandments.  Do all the right things and 
you will get to heaven.  Which is true.  If you always did everything right, 

and never did anything wrong, you would be welcomed in heaven…why?  

Because heaven is only for perfect people. 
 

Really?  Yep.  Only an absolutely perfect person can walk through heaven’s 
gates.  Well…then….how can anyone make it? 

 
The rich young man says: “I’ve kept all the rules since I was a boy.”   

(Questionable, I think. )   So Jesus then asks this rich young man to give up 
the one thing that means the most to him in all the world.  His wealth.   
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Why does He tell him this?  Does this mean giving away all our possessions 

save us?  Jesus addresses the man’s wealth and “things” because they were 
his pleasure, his security and his hope for the future.  They were his “god.” 

No, giving away his possessions would not save him…but giving up his “god” 
so that he could worship the One, True God, would.  

 
Why didn’t the rich young man want to do what Jesus said to do? 

He loved his “god.”  He could not bear to part with it. 
 

What does that tell us about the rich young man?  It tells us that he, too, 
like the Pharisees, was not a believer in the One, True God.  He said he was.  

And he tried to obey the law.  But belief?  Commitment?  Trust?  They were 
in riches, not in the One, True God. 

 
Why is it hard for a rich man to be a follower of Jesus?  Because it’s so easy 

to trust in riches.  And so addictive. 

 
What are some other things which make it hard to be a follower of Jesus?  

Family.  Earthly pleasures.  Marriage.  Clothing.  Success.   If it gives us 
pleasure, or gives us security, or gives us power, or gives us fame, or makes 

us feel happiness….you name it, we can easily worship it. 
 

If following Jesus is so demanding and so hard, how can anyone do it? 
No one can…in their own strength and power.  It takes a miracle from God 

for any of us to decide to follow Jesus. 
 

Peter has an interesting response to this teaching of Jesus.  He says, “So… 
we have given up quite a bit to follow you.  This rich young ruler did not 

want to give up anything – but we have.  So…what’s waiting for us?” 
 

Sounds like sort of a self-centered question, but Jesus doesn’t treat it that 

way.  He answers it straight-forward, as if it is a reasonable question which 
deserves a reasonable answer. 

 
Are you wondering what is waiting for you if you totally commit your life to 

Jesus? 
 

Here it is: 
 You’ll be with Him when He rules the world some day. 

 You’ll have responsibilities and work to do. 
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 You’ll receive a hundred times more than you ever gave up. 

 You will live forever. 
 

Pretty good deal, huh? 
 

What does this passage teach us about wealth in the kingdom of heaven?  
Wealth isn’t what we live for or put our trust in in the kingdom of heaven.   

 
What does this passage teach us about future blessings in the kingdom of 

heaven?  They are waiting for us.  And it’s OK to plan on them and look 
forward to them.   

 
 

To finish up this chapter, just ask yourself this:  “Have I had an Extreme 
Makeover?  When I decided to follow Jesus, did I make the decision to 

believe in Him and follow Him, no matter what?  Or did I just come to 

understand the story?  What “gods” did I turn away from?”   
 

If there was no extreme makeover for you, it’s not too late to begin walking 
in the kingdom like you mean it.  It’s not too late to bow your knee to your 

Savior and tell Him you want to serve Him just like you are right now.  Tell 
Him He doesn’t have to do anything to make your life better before you 

serve Him wholeheartedly…and then lay your whole life at His feet, giving it 
all up for the privilege of following Him. 

 
 

Questions for Discussion and Application: 
 

  
1. 19:1-3  Jesus moves now from the Galilee area to the area of the 

River Jordan, not too far from Jerusalem.  What does He do here?  

Who shows up here? 
 

 
2. 19:4-12    Jesus answers a question from the Pharisees about 

marriage and divorce.   
 Why would they have asked Him about this subject? 

 
 What is their question? 
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 What is his answer? 

 
 What is their follow-up question? 

 

 What is his answer? 

 
 What do the disciples say then? 

 
 Is Jesus saying it is sometimes better to not be married? 

 

3. What does this passage teach about marriage and divorce and 
singleness in the kingdom of heaven? 

 
4. 19: 13-15  Why would the disciples have rebuked the people wanting 

Jesus to bless the little children? 
 

5. What do these verses teach us about children in the kingdom of 

heaven? 
 

6. What does this passage teach us about wealth in the kingdom of 
heaven? 

 
7. What does this passage teach us about future blessings in the kingdom 

of heaven? 
 

8. What do all these stories (singleness, children, wealth) teach us about 
salvation…about entering the Kingdom of heaven? 

 

9.  Are you single…married…divorced?  Can you serve the Lord just like 
you are – no changes – and be happy to do it? 

 
 

10. Are you wealthy?  Is Jesus asking you to give away all your 
wealth? If not, what is He asking? 
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