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Drawing the Line in the Sand 
(So…What really is the Unforgiveable Sin?) 

Matthew 12:22-50      
 

 
We ended our last lesson with a beautiful picture of what happens when we 

sin as believers.  No longer do we see “flashing lights” behind us, but we see 
Jesus in front of us…cupping our face in his hands, and asking us to stretch 

forth our crippled-ness.  He will heal the wrong we have done, and will keep 

us walking forward together. 
 

But the 2nd half of Matthew 12 seems to be so harsh in comparison with the 
1st half.  In verses 22 – 50 Jesus clearly says there is a sin which cannot be 

forgiven….ever.  Wow!  Can I be safe in the hands of Jesus, warm and cared 
for, and then be cast away from Him forever because I have committed such 

a huge sin that He cannot tolerate me anymore? 
 

…Let’s see…..it starts with another healing…. 
 

Matthew 12:22-30   Then one was brought to Him who was demon-
possessed, blind and mute; and He healed him, so that the blind and mute 

man both spoke and saw. 23 And all the multitudes were amazed and said, 
“Could this be the Son of David?”  
24 Now when the Pharisees heard it they said, “This fellow does not  

cast out demons except by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons.”  
25 But Jesus knew their thoughts, and said to them: “Every kingdom divided 

against itself is brought to desolation, and every city or house divided 
against itself will not stand. 26 If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against 

himself. How then will his kingdom stand? 27 And if I cast out demons by 
Beelzebub, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they shall be 

your judges. 28 But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the 
kingdom of God has come upon you. 29 Or how can one enter a strong man’s 

house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? And then 
he will plunder his house. 30 He who is not with Me is against Me, and he 

who does not gather with Me scatters abroad.  
 

When Jesus healed the blind, mute man who was demon-possessed, the 
crowd began to really wonder whether or not this was the promised Messiah.  

Why did this particular miracle make them begin to wonder?  I think it was 

because the shape this man was in was so hopeless.  I mean, can you 
imagine the misery of a person not only tortured by the presence of a 
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demon in his life, but also blind and not able to speak?  His physical 

suffering must have been well-known  throughout the Capernaum 
community.  I’ll bet there wasn’t a Capernaum-ite who had not at some 

point wondered if there really was a God when they looked away from this 
man, unable to bear the sight of a person so miserable. 

 
So the scripture says:  “…and He healed him…”.  Just like that.  Simple and 

seemingly easy.  His suffering was suddenly over.  Surely there really was a 
God…and maybe all the promises of His Messiah coming – the Son of David 

– maybe all those promises were literally true after all.  There was no way to 
keep this healing quiet.   

 
Enter, stage left, the Pharisees.  Always dogging Jesus’ path, they watched 

from the sidelines, waiting for Him to make a mistake.  But this healing 
didn’t look like a mistake…and there’s no indication it was on the Sabbath.  

How did the Pharisees explain this miracle? 

 
“Sure…he performed a miracle…but it wasn’t by the power of God!  It was by 

the power of Satan!”   Wow.  That’s a huge accusation.   
 

In a way, the Pharisees are almost to be pitied.  They just keep digging 
themselves deeper and deeper into humiliation.  Every time  

they come face to face with Jesus they leave looking like idiots.  And this 
time is no exception. 

 
What is Jesus logical answer to their accusation?  He makes four points: 

 
1. Everyone knows that a kingdom or a power of any sort, if it does not 

go forward in unity, will be diminished.  Case in point…look at Egypt 
(as I write this in February of 2011, Egypt’s people are refusing to 

work or go on with life as usual until they get Hosni Mubarak removed 

from their leadership)  Because this nation is so divided, its stock 
market has fallen…its economy is crumbling…and it has less and less 

influence for good in the Middle East.  Divided…diminished.  So surely 
Satan’s kingdom is the same.  Surely Satan would not be setting free a 

person he had made a prisoner, and fighting against himself? 
2. There were certain of the Pharisees who themselves cast out demons.  

How could the Pharisees say casting out demons (by the power of 
God) was possible, and then refuse to admit that Jesus could do it? 
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3. So if Jesus can cast out a demon (and He did…no denying it), and if it 

is not by the power of Satan, then it must be by the power of 
God….and if God Himself is working through Jesus, then Jesus is not a 

liar…He is Who He says He is.  He is God Himself.  (John 8:58  
“…before Abraham was, I AM.”) 

4. If anyone wants to plunder a strong man’s house, he first has to be 
stronger than the strong man, tie him up with chains, and then he can 

plunder his house.  So…that must mean Jesus is stronger than Satan.   

 

Jesus is drawing a line in the sand.  What is it?  “If you don’t believe I am 

Who I say I am, then you are not on my side.  You are on the side of Satan.”  
He’s turning their accusations back on them.  They said he was working 

together with Satan.  He proclaims them the ones who are working with 
Satan, because they are working against Him – because He is God Himself!  

(John records this same accusation, leveled at the Priests and Pharisees at a 

different time in Jesus’ ministry:  “You are of your father the devil, and the 
desires of your father you want to do…”.  John 8:44) 
 
 
    
Matthew 12:31-32 “Therefore I say to you, every sin and blasphemy will 
be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven 

men. 32 Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it  
 

will be forgiven him; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not 
be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come.” 

 

There is an unforgivable sin.  What is it? 
 

It’s not doubting Jesus.  John the Baptist did that, and Jesus still honored 
and loved him.  (Matthew 11:1-15).  And Peter did that, and Jesus was still 

there for him, loving and helping him.  (Matthew 14:25-32, and John 18:15-
27) 

 
It’s not ignorantly saying anything against Jesus.  Jesus’ own brothers did 

that, and we know 2 of them, James and Jude, eventually became believers 
in Him and served Him until the end of their lives.  (John 7:1-5) 

 
So what is the unforgiveable sin? 
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It’s being totally aware of Who Jesus is (it’s the Holy Spirit which shows us 
this), and still deciding to not bow your knee to Him.   

 
The unforgiveable sin is intentional, eyes-open, unbelief.   

 
You see, everyone in the world gets their chance to have the Holy Spirit 

open their eyes to their need of a Savior.  (John 1:9)  And everyone gets 
their chance to bow their knee before that Savior, accepting salvation as a 

gift, through faith.  It’s the Holy Spirit, the third Person of the Trinity, whose 
job it is to bring people to that point.  (John 16:5-11). 

 
But not everyone accepts that gift when they get that chance.  Some people 

simply blaspheme the Holy Spirit by saying, either out loud or quietly in their 
hearts, “No…I will not admit I need a Savior.  No…I will not believe in Jesus”.   

 

And that sin cannot be forgiven.  Why can’t it be forgiven?  Because that 
person is choosing to pay for their own sin.  They will not accept the 

forgiveness Christ offers.  And paying for their own sin means death.  
Eternal death.  No forgiveness.  No heaven.   

 
The unforgiveable sin is saying “no” to the Holy Spirit when salvation is 

offered. 
 

Can a person who has already accepted Christ’s gift of salvation commit the 
unforgiveable sin?  No.  All of their sins have already been forgiven.  All of 

them.  At their moment of faith in Christ, all the sins they ever did do, and 
all the sins they ever will do are totally washed away from the sight of God 

forever.  They are born again – born into the family of God.  Their DNA is 
forever changed.  They walk away from that moment of decision a citizen of 

heaven. 

 
Yes, they may sin again…and they may doubt Jesus at some point…but when 

they do, He cups their face in his hands and asks them to stretch forth their 
crippled-ness, and He heals them, and together He and his child keep 

walking forward together.   
 

The Priests and Pharisees were beginning to see the line drawn in the sand, 
and were choosing to stay on the wrong side of it.  The side of unbelief.  
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They were beginning to “see” Who Jesus really was, and the decision was 

being made…”No…I will not bow my knee.  No…I will not believe”. 
 

Were they committing the unforgiveable sin?  Only God knows at what point 
these men each made the intentional decision of unbelief.  Maybe some of 

them eventually did believe  (John 12:42-43), but some did, indeed, commit 
the unforgiveable sin.  And they are in Hell today. 
 
    
Matthew 12: 33-37   “Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or else 

make the tree bad and its fruit bad; for a tree is known by its fruit. 34 Brood 
of vipers! How can you, being evil, speak good things? For out of the 

abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. 35 A good man out of the good 
treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil man out of the evil 

treasure brings forth evil things. 36 But I say to you that for every idle word 
men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment. 37 For 

by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be 
condemned.”  

 
Can a bad tree bring forth good fruit?  No.  Everyone knows that. 
 

Can a good tree bring forth bad fruit? No.  Everyone knows that. 
 

What is Jesus’ point?  The Pharisees are bad trees and are producing bad 
fruit.  Their words were evil.  Their accusations against Jesus were evil.   

 
The Pharisees were pretty quick to throw out their accusations against Jesus.  

They used words pretty casually to defame and hurt this Man Who was God 
Himself.  Their words told the story.  They exposed the unbelief residing in 

the hearts of these “religious” men.  They actually couldn’t help it.  When 

unbelief exists in the heart, it just naturally shows up in the life.  And in the 
words. 

 
There’s a lesson here for all of us, of course.  Maybe it’s so obvious I don’t 

have to say it.   
 

Are you a bad tree (an unbeliever) or a good tree (a believer).  Whatever 
you are, it shows.  You aren’t hiding anything from anyone. 
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Matthew 12:38-42    Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, 
saying, “Teacher, we want to see a sign from You.”  
39 But He answered and said to them, “An evil and adulterous generation 
seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the 

prophet Jonah. 40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly 
of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the 

heart of the earth. 41 The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with 
this generation and condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of 

Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here. 42 The queen of the South 

will rise up in the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for she 
came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and indeed 

a greater than Solomon is here.  

 
This part makes me smile a little.  A few of the Pharisees wanted to change 
the subject.  They were probably thinking…ummm….this is getting too 

uncomfortable…let’s get him back on task…let’s get another miracle out of 
Him. 

 

But Jesus wasn’t ready to stop driving home the point.  The were not only 
bad trees, they were evil and adulterous!  And the very fact that they kept 

asking for “signs” was proof of it.   
 

Again…those poor Pharisees!  They couldn’t accuse Him without looking bad 
themselves.  They couldn’t manipulate Him to do even just change the 

subject.  It’s a wonder they didn’t just give up and go back home with their 
tails between their legs.  But they didn’t, because their hatred of Him was 

beginning to take on mammoth proportions. 
 

What was the only sign they were going to get?  Jesus would die and spend 
three days and three nights in the grave, and then come back to life again!  

There’s a sign for you! 
 

The Pharisees were not admitting Who Jesus was.  But the men of Ninevah 

(the book of Jonah) and the queen of the South (a reference to the Queen of 
Sheba who came to learn from Solomon, I Kings 10:1-13) both did 

recognize the prophecies about the coming of Jesus, and responded in 
repentance to them.  What was the difference between the Pharisees and 

the men of Ninevah and the Queen of Sheba?  Belief.  The men of Ninevah, 
so wicked the prophet Jonah did not even want to give them the message of 
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salvation, are in heaven today because they believed.  The Queen of Sheba, 

so rich and powerful she could travel the world looking for wisdom, is in 
heaven today because she believed.  The Priests and Pharisees – most of 

them – are not in heaven today, because of unbelief. 

 
    
Matthew 12:43-45    “When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes 
through dry places, seeking rest, and finds none. 44 Then he says, ‘I will 

return to my house from which I came.’ And when he comes, he finds it 
empty, swept, and put in order. 45 Then he goes and takes with him seven 

other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter and dwell there; and 
the last state of that man is worse than the first. So shall it also be with this 

wicked generation.”  

What is Jesus’ point?  The Priests and Pharisees had cleaned themselves up 

on the outside, but inside they were empty.  There was no spirit of God 
dwelling within them.  They were cleaned up, but evil, and destined to 

become more and more evil as time went on.  And they were leading a 
whole generation of Jewish people down the same disastrous path.   

    
Matthew 12:46-50    While He was still talking to the multitudes,  

behold, His mother and brothers stood outside, seeking to speak with Him. 
47 Then one said to Him, “Look, Your mother and Your brothers  

are standing outside, seeking to speak with You.”  
48 But He answered and said to the one who told Him, “Who is My mother 

and who are My brothers?” 49 And He stretched out His hand toward His 
disciples and said, “Here are My mother and My brothers! 50 For whoever 

does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother.” 
 

Does this seem harsh?  It’s not.  It is a simple, true conclusion from all the 
things Jesus has just said.  His mother and brothers at this point were not 

amongst the crowd who were hungry for what Jesus had to say.  They were 
“without”.  They were standing on the outside, asking Him to leave his 

current task in order to come speak to them. 
 

Jesus isn’t saying He’s too busy with God’s work to take care of His family.   

(John 19:25-27) He’s saying His family are not His followers.  They have not 
yet believed.  The ones who were coming to belief were the family of Jesus.  
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And when His own mother and brothers came to the point they would bow 

the knee to Him, they would be part of His family, too. 
 

He wasn’t rejecting them.  They were rejecting Him.   
 

He wanted them to come to belief.  The Holy Spirit was bringing them to the 
point they would have their opportunity to make that decision.  And history 

tells us they did – at least we know for sure Mary, James and Jude did.  But 
now, at this point in history, his physical family was less to Him than His 

“real” family.  Because belief in Jesus is the absolute, hands-down, most 
important thing in life.   

 
It’s the “line in the sand”.   

 
 

Questions for Your Personal Use, or For Group Discussion: 
 

1. When Jesus healed the blind, mute man who was demon-possessed, 
the crowd began to really wonder whether or not this was the 

promised Messiah.  Why did this particular miracle make them begin to 
wonder? 

 
2. How did the Pharisees explain this miracle? 

 

3. What is Jesus logical answer to their accusation? 
 

4. Jesus is drawing a line in the sand.  What is it? 
 

5. What is the unforgiveable sin? 
 

6. How long does the punishment last for the unforgiveable sin? 
 

7. Can a bad tree bring forth good fruit? 
 

8. Can a good tree bring forth bad fruit? 
 

9. What is Jesus’ point? 
 

10. What do our words tell about us? 
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11. What were the Pharisees’ words telling about them? 

 
12. Why wouldn’t Jesus perform another miracle? 

 
13. What was the only sign they were going to get? 

 
14. What was the difference between the Pharisees and the men of 

Ninevah and the Queen of Sheba? 
 

15. Jesus gives an illustration of what happens when a demon comes 
to inhabit a person’s body.What is His point? 

 
16. Why did Jesus treat his mother and his brothers like this? 

 
17. What was true of Jesus’ earthly family at this point? 

 

18. Should the true believers in Jesus Christ be our family, the same 
as our physical family? 

 
19. Was Jesus saying He had no responsibility to His physical family 

because they didn’t believe in Him?  John 19:25-27 
 

20. Should we turn away from our physical families if they don’t 
believe in Jesus? 

 
21. If not, then what do we learn from this passage? 

 
 

APPLICATION QUESTIONS: 

 

22. Have you ever been afraid that you had committed the 
unforgiveable sin? 

 

23. Does this passage help? 

 

24. Where is your home?  Who is your family? 
 

25. Are you caring for your “real” family, as well as your physical 
one? 

http://www.kathleendalton.com/

