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Birthday Parties for Prostitutes 

 

 
Matthew Chapter 8:18 – 9:38  

 
 

Everyone reading this or hearing this is in one of three categories: 
 

1. “I have not yet decided to believe in and follow Jesus.” 
2. “I believe in Jesus, but I have not yet decided to follow Him.” 

3. “I am committed to following Jesus – wherever He leads, whatever He asks 
me to do.” 

 

At the end of the book of Matthew we are given our marching orders:  “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even 

to the end of the age.”  Matthew 28:19&20 

 
We are told to go out into our world and tell people about Jesus, then 

baptize them once they believe, and then teach them the Bible. 
 

It’s simple.  And very rewarding.  But there are tremendous costs.   
 

In Matthew chapter 9 (and a little bit of chapter 8, too), Jesus gets His 
future disciples ready for a choice they will be making.  Do they want to 

follow Him?  Do they realize the cost? 
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 8:18-20     This is Not My Home 

 

“And when Jesus saw great multitudes about Him, He gave a command to 
depart to the other side.  Then a certain scribe came and  

said to Him, ‘Teacher, I will follow You wherever You go.’  And Jesus said to 

him, ‘Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man 
has nowhere to lay His head.’ “ 

 
Everyone has an inborn urge to have a home.  Women usually want to 

“nest” – to settle in someplace, decorate, snuggle up in a warm, familiar 
place.  Men, too, long for a home.  They work hard in order to return there.  

They want to walk through their front door and know they have succeeded in 
providing for their families. 

 
Jesus wasn’t at home on this earth.  As the old Gospel song goes: “This 

world is not my home, I’m just a-passing through.  My treasures are laid 
up somewhere beyond the blue…”   

Any follower of Jesus has to know his life will be the same.     
 

Jesus never had a wife and children to go home to.  He was always moving 

to the next location.  He had work to do here in our world, but His sights 
were set on His home in heaven.   

 
Jesus disciples’ lives were going to be just like their Master’s.  They needed 

to look carefully at His life and realize the decision they were making when 
they chose to follow Him.  There might be many sacrifices in the years to 

come.  They might be single for their whole lives.  They might move from 
one location to the next.  They might have a meager existence, a tiny home, 

and few comforts.    
 

 
 

 8:21-22   Jesus First, Family Second 

 

“Then another of His disciples said to Him, ‘Lord, let me first go and bury my 
father.’  But Jesus said to him, ‘Follow Me, and let the dead bury their own 

dead.’ “ 
 

  

In our Christian culture we have grown used to “Focusing on the Family”.  
We have come to believe that good Christianity is defined by putting family 
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first.  But Jesus doesn’t say that.  He asks every disciple for a total 

commitment to Him first.  He demands that He, and He alone, be our #1 
priority. 

 
This would-be disciple wants to first fulfill obligations to family, and then 

follow Jesus – sometime later when all the details of the family and the 
inheritance have been taken care of. 

 
But the time to follow Jesus is now.  Not someday in the future.  Following 

Jesus means trusting Him to know what is important in His plan, and what is 
not.  It means trusting our families into His hands.  It means deciding to do 

things His way…and if our families’ needs or wants seem to clash with His 
wants…then choosing His wants. 

 
It’s pretty simple here.  Jesus first.  Family second.   

 

Practical application?  Don’t skip worshipping Jesus in church on Sunday in 
order to watch your children or grandchildren play soccer.  And don’t let 

them do it either.   
 

 
 8:23-27  Faith Failure 

 
“Now when He got into a boat, His disciples followed Him.  And suddenly a 

great tempest arose on the sea, so that the boat was covered with the 
waves.  But He was asleep.  Then His disciples came to Him and awoke Him, 

saying, ‘Lord, save us!  We are perishing!’  but He said to them, ‘Why are 
you fearful, O you of little faith?’  Then He arose and rebuked the winds and 

the sea, and there was great calm.  So the men marveled, saying, ‘Who can 
this be, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?”   

 
There are going to be times when, as a follower of Jesus, you fall on your 

face in the faith department.  The circumstances around you are going to 
overwhelm you, and you are not going to be able to see beyond your fear.  

You’re going to cry out to Jesus for help, and as He calms the winds and the 

sea, He’s going to gently rebuke you – you weren’t trusting Him. 
 

And when it’s over, you’re going to know Him better.  You’re going to trust 
Him more.  You’re going to see Him in a whole new light. 

 
Nobody likes to fail.  But you will. 
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 8:28-34 Not well-liked. 

 

“When He had come to the other side, to the country of the Gergesenes, 

there met Him two demon-possessed men, coming out of the tombs, 
exceedingly fierce, so that no one could pass that way.  And suddenly they 

cried out, saying, ‘What have we to do with You, Jesus, You Son of God?  
Have You come here to torment us before the time?’  Now a good way off 

from them there was a herd of many swine feeding.  So the demons begged 
Him saying, ‘If You cast us out, permit us to go away into the herd of swine.’  

And He said to them, ‘Go.’  So when they had come out, they went into the 
herd of swine.  And suddenly the whole herd of swine ran violently down the 

steep place into the sea, and perished in the water.  Then those who kept 
them fled; and they went away into the city and told everything, including 

what had happened to the demon-possessed men.  And behold, the whole 
city came out to meet Jesus.  And when they saw Him, they begged him to 

depart from their region.“  
 

 

Jesus freed two hopeless men from a miserable existence.  And He removed 
a huge fear from a whole area of the country.   But in the process, a whole 

herd of pigs was destroyed – probably at least one person’s livelihood – 
maybe the livelihood of a whole city. 

 
The crowd that came to find Him from that city did not bring their sick and 

their diseased and their possessed of devils to Him.  They didn’t beg Him to 
heal them.  They begged Him to leave.  They wanted Him gone from their 

midst.  They would rather have lived with their madmen in the tombs.  They 
didn’t want Him to make such ripples in their lives.  They didn’t want to trust 

Him.  They wanted Him gone. 
 

No guarantee of popularity for the follower of Jesus.  
 

 
  9:1-8  False accusations 

 
“So He got into a boat, crossed over, and came to His own city.  Then 

behold, they brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed.  When Jesus saw 

their faith, He said to the paralytic, ‘Son be of good cheer; your sins are 
forgiven you.’  And at once some of the scribes said within themselves, ‘This 
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man blasphemes!’  But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, ‘Why do you 

think evil in your hearts?  For which is  
easier to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Arise and walk?’  But 

that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins’, 
then he said to the paralytic, ‘Arise, take up your bed, and go to your 

house.’  And he arose and departed to his house.  Now when the multitudes 
saw it, they marveled and glorified God, who had given such power to men.” 

 
Blasphemy was one of the worst accusations you could level at a man in 

those days.  By saying “he blasphemes”, they were saying He was an ugly, 
wicked, ungodly person – worthy of a horrible punishment. 

 
He was threatening their safe, religious world.  He was telling them He was 

God….for only God has the ability to forgive sin.   
 

Followers of Jesus Christ could very possibly be accused of horrible things – 

untrue things – because their message will threaten the world they are 
ministering in.  The message of Jesus says “Jesus is God.  Everything He 

said was true.  If you don’t follow Him, you won’t make it to heaven.”  It’s 
not a safe message in today’s world.   

 
In fact, according to many in our government, and in the governments on 

the world stage, speaking the message of Jesus is a “hate crime”.  False 
accusation. 

 
 

 
 9:9-13 Birthday Parties for Prostitutes 

 
“As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the 

tax office.  And He said to him, ‘Follow Me.’  So he arose and followed Him.  
Now it happened, as Jesus sat at the table in the house, that behold, many 

tax collectors and sinners came and sat down with Him and His disciples.  
And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to His disciples, ‘Why does your 

Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?’  When Jesus heard that,, He 

said to them, ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those 
who are sick.  But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy and not 

sacrifice.’  For I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to 
repentance.” 

 

http://www.kathleendalton.com/


“Go!!!!” 
A Verse-by-Verse Study of the Book of Matthew 

www.kathleendalton.com 
 

 

 

Agnes’ Birthday 

 

This true incident happened to Tony Campolo a few years ago. There are 

at least a dozen variations of this story as different preachers have 

worked it into their Sunday messages, but this one is pretty close to the 

original. Tony, who grew up in inner city Philadelphia, is a professor of 

sociology at Eastern College in St. Davids, PA (see bio below). 
 

 

 

 
 

A few years ago Tony flew to Hawaii to speak at a conference. The way he tells it, he 

checks into his hotel and tries to get some sleep. Unfortunately, his internal clock wakes 

him at 3:00 a.m. The night is dark, the streets are silent, the world is asleep, but Tony is 

wide awake and his stomach is growling. 

He gets up and prowls the streets looking for a place to get some bacon and eggs for an 

early breakfast. Everything is closed except for a grungy dive in an alley. He goes in and 

sits down at the counter. The fat guy behind the counter comes over and asks, "What d'ya 

want?" 

Well, Tony isn't so hungry anymore so eying some donuts under a plastic cover he says, 

"I'll have a donut and black coffee." 

As he sits there munching on his donut and sipping his coffee at 3:30, in walk eight or 

nine provocative, loud prostitutes just finished with their night's work. They plop down at 

the counter and Tony finds himself uncomfortably surrounded by this group of smoking, 

swearing hookers. He gulps his coffee, planning to make a quick getaway. Then the 

woman next to him says to her friend, "You know what? Tomorrow's my birthday. I'm 

gonna be 39." To which her friend nastily replies, "So what d'ya want from me? A 

birthday party? Huh? You want me to get a cake, and sing happy birthday to you?" 

The first woman says, "Aw, come on, why do you have to be so mean? Why do you have 

to put me down? I'm just sayin' it's my birthday. I don't want anything from you. I mean, 

why should I have a birthday party? I've never had a birthday party in my whole life. 

Why should I have one now?" 

Well, when Tony Campolo heard that, he said he made a decision. He sat and waited 

until the women left, and then he asked the fat guy at the counter, "Do they come in here 

every night?" 
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"Yeah," he answered. 

"The one right next to me," he asked, "she comes in every night?" 

"Yeah," he said, "that's Agnes. Yeah, she's here every night. She's been comin' here for 

years. Why do you want to know?" 

"Because she just said that tomorrow is her birthday. What do you think? Do you think 

we could maybe throw a little birthday party for her right here in the diner?" 

A cute kind of smile crept over the fat man's chubby cheeks. "That's great," he says, 

"yeah, that's great. I like it." He turns to the kitchen and shouts to his wife, "Hey, come on 

out here. This guy's got a great idea. Tomorrow is Agnes' birthday and he wants to throw 

a party for her right here." 

His wife comes out. "That's terrific," she says. "You know, Agnes is really nice. She's 

always trying to help other people and nobody does anything nice for her." 

So they make their plans. Tony says he'll be back at 2:30 the next morning with some 

decorations and the man, whose name turns out to be Harry, says he'll make a cake. 

At 2:30 the next morning, Tony is back. He has crepe paper and other decorations and a 

sign made of big pieces of cardboard that says, "Happy Birthday, Agnes!" They decorate 

the place from one end to the other and get it looking great. Harry had gotten the word 

out on the streets about the party and by 3:15 it seemed that every prostitute in Honolulu 

was in the place. There were hookers wall to wall. 

At 3:30 on the dot, the door swings open and in walks Agnes and her friend. Tony has 

everybody ready. They all shout and scream "Happy Birthday, Agnes!" Agnes is 

absolutely flabbergasted. She's stunned, her mouth falls open, her knees started to buckle, 

and she almost falls over. 

And when the birthday cake with all the candles is carried out, that's when she totally 

loses it. Now she's sobbing and crying. Harry, who's not used to seeing a prostitute cry, 

gruffly mumbles, "Blow out the candles, Agnes. Cut the cake." 

So she pulls herself together and blows them out. Everyone cheers and yells, "Cut the 

cake, Agnes, cut the cake!" 

But Agnes looks down at the cake and, without taking her eyes off it, slowly and softly 

says, "Look, Harry, is it all right with you if...I mean, if I don't...I mean, what I want to 

ask, is it OK if I keep the cake a little while? Is it all right if we don't eat it right away?" 
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Harry doesn't know what to say so he shrugs and says, "Sure, if that's what you want to 

do. Keep the cake. Take it home if you want." 

"Oh, could I?" she asks. Looking at Tony she says, "I live just down the street a couple of 

doors; I want to take the cake home, is that okay? I'll be right back, honest." 

She gets off her stool, picks up the cake, and carries it high in front of her like it was the 

Holy Grail. Everybody watches in stunned silence and when the door closes behind her, 

nobody seems to know what to do. They look at each other. They look at Tony. 

So Tony gets up on a chair and says, "What do you say that we pray together?" 

And there they are in a hole-in-the-wall greasy spoon, half the prostitutes in Honolulu, at 

3:30 a.m. listening to Tony Campolo as he prays for Agnes, for her life, her health, and 

her salvation. Tony recalls, "I prayed that her life would be changed, and that God would 

be good to her." 

When he's finished, Harry leans over, and with a trace of hostility in his voice, he says, 

"Hey, you never told me you was a preacher. What kind of church do you belong to 

anyway?" 

In one of those moments when just the right words came, Tony answers him quietly, "I 

belong to a church that throws birthday parties for prostitutes at 3:30 in the morning." 

Harry thinks for a moment, and in a mocking way says, "No you don't. There ain't no 

church like that. If there was, I'd join it. Yep, I'd join a church like that." 

 

Count the cost.  Followers of Jesus are called on to spend time with, and 
give love to the rough, the hopeless, the unbeautiful people of the world.   

 

 
 9:14-17 Misunderstandings from your friends 

 

“Then the disciples of John came to Him, saying, ‘Why do we and the 

Pharisees fast often, but Your disciples do not fast?’  And Jesus said to them, 
‘Can the friends of the bridegroom mourn as long as the bridegroom is with 

them?  But the days will come when the  
bridegroom will be taken away from them, and then they will fast.  No one 

puts a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; for the patch pulls away 
from the garment, and the tear is made worse.  Nor do they put new wine 
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into old wineskins, or else the wineskins break, the wine is spilled, and the 

wineskins are ruined.  But they put new wine into new wineskins, and both 
are preserved.” 

 
Something new was being born in religion.  Even the followers of John the 

Baptist, who loved Jesus, and knew Who He said He was, and believed in 
Him…even those followers were critical of what He was doing.  Why didn’t 

Jesus and His followers fast?  Why weren’t they acting more “religious”?  
Why were they so different than the Pharisees? 

 
Jesus just simply told them:  Trust Me.  Something new is coming.  This isn’t 

going to be “Religion as usual”.  This is going to be “religion” as it was 
always intended to be.  Your traditions have led you away from a 

relationship with God.  I’m leading you back. 
 

They misunderstood and criticized Him.  Followers of Jesus will be 

misunderstood and criticized, even by the ones who should understand. 
 

 
 

 9:18-26 Non-stop needs 

 

“While He spoke these things to them, behold, a ruler came and worshiped 
Him, saying, ‘My daughter has just died, but come and lay Your hand on her 

and she will live.’  So Jesus arose and followed him, and so did His disciples.  
And suddenly, a woman who had a flow of blood for twelve years came from 

behind and touched the hem of His garment.  For she said to herself, ‘If only 
I may touch His garment, I shall be made well.’  But Jesus turned around, 

and when He saw her He said, ‘Be of good cheer, daughter; your faith has 
made you well.’  And the woman was made well from that hour.  When Jesus 

came into the ruler’s house, and saw the flute players and the noisy crowd 
wailing, He said to them, ‘Make room, for the girl is not dead, but sleeping.’  

And they ridiculed Him.  But when the crowd was put outside, He went in 
and took her by the hand, and the girl arose.  And the report of this went 

out into all the land.” 

 
On the way to do one good thing, another pressing need pops up.  The world 

is groaning in pain.  It will often seem like there are not enough hours in the 
day to touch all the hurting.  Not enough energy in the follower of Jesus to 

do the job. 
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 9:27-31 Unheeded advice 

 
“When Jesus departed from there, two blind men followed Him, crying out 

and saying, ‘Son of David, have mercy on us!’  And when He had come into 

the house, the blind men came to Him.  And Jesus said to them, ‘Do you 
believe that I am able to do this?’  They said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord.’  Then He 

touched their eyes, saying, ‘According to your faith let it be to you.’  And 
their eyes were opened.  And Jesus sternly warned them, saying, ‘See that 

no one knows it.’  But when they had departed, they spread the news about 
Him in all that country.” 

 
See that no one knows it.  It doesn’t matter why He said that, the important 

thing is that He said it, and they didn’t listen.  They had just been healed of 
blindness, and they turn around and disobey the very first thing He tells 

them.   
 

Followers of Jesus should count the cost.  God will do great and mighty 
things right in front of you…but you will also see sin and laziness and 

selfishness and disobedience over and over again in the lives of the very 

people who have been touched by God. 
 

 
 

 9:32-34 Ruined reputation and Maybe Death 

 

“As they went out, behold, they brought to Him a man, mute and demon-
possessed.  And when the demon was cast out, the mute spoke.  And the 

multitudes marveled, saying, ‘It was never seen like this in Israel!’  But the 
Pharisees said, ‘He casts out demons by the ruler of the demons.’” 

 
They wanted to spread the word about Jesus – that He was working on the 

side of the devil.  They wanted people to shun Him.  To hate Him.  To crucify 
Him. 

 
And they eventually succeeded. 

 
Count the cost.  This could be in your future, follower of Jesus. 
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 9:35-38 Not enough help 

 

“Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every 

sickness and every disease among the people.  But when He saw the 

multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were 
weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd.  Then He said to His 

disciples, ‘The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few.  Therefore 
pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.’ “ 

 
There’s not enough help.  The things we could do with more help!  Maybe 

you are the help.   
 

Which of these three are you? 
 

1. “I have not yet decided to believe in and follow Jesus.” 
2. “I believe in Jesus, but I have not yet decided to follow Him.” 

3. “I am committed to following Jesus – wherever He leads, whatever He asks 
me to do.” 

 

Count the cost…..if you have never decided to follow Jesus, do you want to 

after counting the cost? 
 

If you have decided to follow Jesus, I’ll bet at least a few of the things we 
have talked about today have already been a part of your life:   

  
 8:18-20     This is Not My Home 

 8:21-22   Jesus First, Family Second 
 8:23-27  Faith Failure 
 8:28-34 Not well-liked 

 9:1-8  False accusations 
 9:9-13 Birthday Parties for Prostitutes 

 9:14-17 Misunderstandings from your friends 
 9:18-26 Non-stop needs 
 9:27-31 Unheeded advice 

 9:32-34 Ruined reputation and Maybe Death 
 9:35-38 Not enough help 

 
Has it been worth it? 
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APPLICATION QUESTIONS: 

 
1. In each of the above scenarios, when the cost gets painful, what are 

our normal reactions?  How did Jesus react to each circumstance? 
 

2. When you first decided to follow Jesus, did you realize the cost of 
following Him? 

 
3. Have you experienced some of the above “costs”? 

 
4. If you get to live another 10 years, do you still want to follow Jesus all 

those 10 years, no matter what the cost? 
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