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I Always Wanted to be a Farmer   

Matthew 13:1-23      
 

 

I’ve always thought it would be so much fun to be a farmer.  In fact, I have 
often said that if I get to do something different with my life during the 

1,000-year reign of Jesus on earth (the Millennium), I hope it will be to live 
on a little farm somewhere and raise a whole bunch of kids, and farm the 

land.  Now, honestly, I don’t know a thing about farming, so I’d have to 
have a few teachers before I would be any good at it, but I truly would love 

to try.   
 

Did you know Jesus has given us the privilege of being “farmers” in our lives 
today? 

 

Matthew 13:1,2 
 1 On the same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the sea. 2 And 

great multitudes were gathered together to Him, so that He got into a boat 
and sat; and the whole multitude stood on the shore. 
 

So let’s talk first of all about where Jesus is, and what He’s been doing.  
Since Chapter 10, Jesus has been walking around Israel, going to the same 

cities His disciples were visiting, preaching the Gospel of  
the Kingdom, and healing people.  In Chapter 12, He ended up in 

Capernaum, and that’s where He still is as we begin Chapter 13.  He’s 
in the house He uses as His home in Capernaum.   

 
He walks outside the house and sits down by the shore of the Sea of Galilee, 

only to be crowded by so many people that He has to get into a small boat, 
push off from the shore, and sit down in the boat to teach – the people 

standing on the shore to listen. 

 
My first thought as I read this verse was to compare our “listening” priorities 

today to the listening priorities of these people standing on the shore.  They 
weren’t being healed right then, they just were listening.  I’m sure there 

were men, women, and children.  It was no doubt noisy and confusing, and 
not everyone got the best “seats”.  In fact, the scripture says they “stood” 

on the shore, so it’s likely not many were sitting at all. 
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But they stood and listened – obviously valuing His words so much they 

were willing to be uncomfortable, and willing to put aside their every-day 
lives for a while, so they could listen. 

 
Is that the way we feel today about the words of Jesus?  We have them – in 

the Bible - chapter after chapter after chapter of His words.  They are every 
bit as valuable today as they were 2,000 years ago.  They are just as 

powerful today as they were when He spoke them from that boat by the sea.  
So do we get up early to read them?  Do we stay up late to meditate on 

them?  Do we make sacrifices to get them into our lives?   
 

Most of us will honestly answer “no”, citing the business of our lives, and 
saying we should do better…. 

 
Well…it’s time to change that…and here’s why: 
 

Matthew 13:3-8 
3 Then He spoke many things to them in parables, saying: “Behold, a sower 
went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seed fell by the wayside; and the 

birds came and devoured them. 5 Some fell on stony places, where they did 
not have much earth; and they immediately sprang up because they had no 

depth of earth. 6 But when the sun was up they were scorched, and because 
they had no root they withered away. 7 And some fell among thorns, and the 

thorns sprang  
up and choked them. 8 But others fell on good ground and yielded a crop: 

some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.  
 

A parable is a story – not a “it really happened”-true story.  Just a story for 

teaching a truth.  It’s sort of like a picture in words – something our minds 
can use to understand something, but not something we would use to apply 

literally.  What do I mean by that?  Well….Jesus is telling a story here of a 
farmer who went out into his field to sow seed.  He wants us to learn some 

truths from it, but He is not telling every person they need to go get some 
land, buy some seed, and be a farmer.  He’s not telling me to change my 

occupation…He’s wanting me to “picture” what this farmer is doing, and 

learn something from it. 
 

The farmer sowed seed, and in the process the seed fell into 4 different 
areas of the field. 

 

http://www.kathleendalton.com/


“Go!!!!” 
A Verse-by-Verse Study of the Book of Matthew 

www.kathleendalton.com 
 

 

 

1. Some fell on the paths beside the field, or through the field.  These paths 
were hardened by much walking on them, and the seed never made it into 

the ground.  The birds saw this seed, laying out in the open, and swooped 
down and ate it.  No plants grew from that seed, and obviously no harvest 

would come from that seed, either. 
2. Some fell into shallow ground with a little bit of soil, but mostly rocks.  The 

seed was able to take root in the shallow soil, but could not thrive because 

the roots could not stretch down far enough into the ground to enable the 
plant to survive.  When the sun came up, the plants died.  No harvest from 

this seed. 
3. Some fell into parts of the field which had not been weeded very well.  When 

the seed tried to take root, the weeds and thorns grew up faster, and choked 

out the good seed.  No harvest from this seed. 
4. But some seed fell into good, plowed, weedless soil, and wow! – did those 

plants ever grow!  And when harvest time came, some of those plants 
produced 100 times more seed and fruit, some 60 times more, and some 30 
times more. 

 
What truths do you think Jesus is trying to teach this crowd of people? 

 
We’re going to discuss the possible lessons from this parable in a minute, 

but first….. 

 
Matthew 13:9,10 
9 He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”  
10 And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do You speak to them in 

parables?”  
 

Instead of asking what Jesus was getting at, the disciples first ask Him why 
He is speaking in parables to this big crowd?  Why not speak clearly & 

authoritatively, and leave no doubt about the truths He is teaching?  He has 
done this before – in the sermon on the mount, for example – and, yes, 

there were some who hated what He said, but was He afraid of his enemies 
suddenly?  What about the people who truly did want to learn from Jesus?  

Why not speak directly to them and who cares about the Pharisees? 
 

 

Matthew 13:11 
11 He answered and said to them, “Because it has been given to you to know 

the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. 
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So Jesus answers them in a very strange way.  He tells that that He is 

actually “hiding” His great truths from some people.  He’s telling parables so 
that the ones who really have a heart to hear will understand, but the ones 

who don’t will be stumped.  They won’t have a clue what He means.   
 

The great truths of God are not like a smorgasbord – browse, see what looks 
good to you, and take it, then eat it if you feel like it, and toss out what’s left 

over. 
 

The awesome, powerful, earth-shaking truths of God are only for those with 
repentant hearts.  We’ve talked about this before – those who do not have 

repentant hearts cannot go any further in learning about God.  He is not for 
concert-goers.  He’s not popular and amazing, but if something better comes 

along, you can always choose a different concert.  God is God.  He’s the only 
God.  When He opens His mouth, worlds are created.  This isn’t “take-it-or-

leave-it”.  This is earth-shaking. 

 
Matthew 13:12 
12 For whoever has, to him more will be given, and he will have abundance; 
but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him. 

 
So if someone is responding in repentance and faith to what they are 

hearing….if they are taking the steps which must be taken because of the 
truth which is shaking their lives….then they are ready to hear more.  And 

they will only increase in their wealth of knowledge of the Almighty.   
 

But if anyone does not respond in repentance….if they hear the truth and do 
not want to “bow the knee”…then even that which they have already heard 

will seem like jibberish to them – and they will drift farther and farther away 
from the truth.  Until finally, they will have “stinkin thinkin” – unaware of 

how ridiculous their thoughts are – and wanting other people to join them in 

their stupidity.  Romans 1:28-32. 
 

 
Matthew 13:13-15 
13 Therefore I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, 
and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 14 And in them the 

prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled, which says:  
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      ‘ Hearing you will hear and shall not understand, 

      And seeing you will see and not perceive; 
       15 For the hearts of this people have grown dull. 

      Their ears are hard of hearing, 
      And their eyes they have closed, 

      Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, 
      Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn, 

      So that I should[a]heal them.’[b] 
 

 
So that’s why Jesus begins here, at this point in His ministry, to speak 

parables to the general crowds which are gathering.  Isaiah had prophesied 
this very thing.  Many of the people in His crowds from this point on will not 

understand what He is saying, and will stop following Him. 
 

Go back to verse 9 for a minute.  “He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.”  

Do you have ears to hear?  Is your heart soft and repentant?  Have you 
been walking with the Lord this week, listening to Him, reading your Bible, 

praying, trusting Him instead of trusting yourself?  Do you have ears to 
hear? 

 
If you don’t, you won’t understand this parable.  It won’t make any sense to 

you….or maybe it will make sense, but you’ll never get around to making the 
changes this parable demands of you.  You won’t grow closer to Jesus, or 

become more like Him, or make a difference in your world.  You won’t have 
to have ears to hear. 

 
So now’s the right time to fix the problem if there is one.  Now’s the time to 

open your ears.  Now’s the time to look over this last week and let the Spirit 
of God point His finger at your heart, reminding you of sins which must be 

admitted and dealt with. 

 
If you are reading this on your own, stop reading for 5 minutes, and get 

alone with God.  Open up your Bible and read Psalm 139, and ask the Lord 
to show you anything you need to get right…and then do it.  We have more 

to learn in this chapter, and you need to have ears to hear in order to go any 
farther.  Is the slate clean?  Nothing to get straight between you and God?  

Then just enjoy 5 minutes of basking in His presence. 
 

………………………………. 
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Matthew 13:16-18 
16 But blessed are your eyes for they see, and your ears for they hear; 17 for 

assuredly, I say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to 
see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not 

hear it. 18 Therefore hear the parable of the sower:” 
 

Now you are in a place of great privilege.  The One Who created the world is 
about to explain His parable to you, and you will leave this time with great 

joy and much work to do.  Prophets and great men through the ages longed 
to see the Messiah and sit at His feet, but they had to wait.  You don’t.  The 

followers of Jesus didn’t.  So listen now like the crowd standing on the shore 
– you can hardly wait to see what He has to say. 

 
The seed is the Word of God.  The Word of the Kingdom.  The seed is the 

Gospel.   

 
The field is men and women and children. 

 
The plants to be produced are people who believe in Jesus and then go on to 

tell others about Him.   
 

Matthew 13:19 
19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, 

then the wicked one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. 
This is he who received seed by the wayside. 

 
When anyone hears the Word of God and “understands it not”, the devil sees 

what has happened and swoops down and removes the Word before it can 
go any good.  Does this mean the Gospel is only for smart people?  No – the 

phrase “understands it not” doesn’t’ mean a lack of intelligence, or a 

confusion, or a need to understand more.  It means “no repentant heart.”  
When anyone hears the Word of God and does not respond with repentance 

and a desire to know more, that person is easy prey for his father, the devil, 
who will wipe away even the memory of the Word.  This is the seed which 

fell by the wayside. 
 

 
 

 

http://www.kathleendalton.com/


“Go!!!!” 
A Verse-by-Verse Study of the Book of Matthew 

www.kathleendalton.com 
 

 

 

Matthew 13:20,21 
20 But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the 
word and immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet he has no root in himself, 

but endures only for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises 
because of the word, immediately he stumbles 

 
When anyone hears the Word of God and responds favorably to it, without 

even thinking it through or considering their own need to repent, that person 
might think the Gospel is wonderful – a fantastic way to get happiness – a 

way to avoid the punishment of Hell – but there really is no depth to this 
person’s response – it never really “took”.  There was no repentance, only 

greed to get the most possible out of God.  This is the seed which fell on the 
stony ground. 

 
Matthew 13:22 
22 Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, 

and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, 
and he becomes unfruitful. 

 
When anyone hears the Word of God, and thinks to live his belief in God 

alongside his love of the world – as equal partners – the world will quickly 
choke belief in God.  The world is strong and powerful – and God does not 

share.  It’s either the world or God.  If you choose both, you are choosing 
the world. 

 
Matthew 13:23 
23 But he who received seed on the good ground is he who hears the word 
and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and produces: some a 

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.” 

 

But, when anyone has good, deeply plowed, rich, well-watered soil, free of 

weeds, the seed which falls in his life takes a good, firm root, withstands the 
sun and the weather, and produces a super-abundant harvest. 

 
That’s Jesus’ explanation of His parable. 

 
What are we supposed to do because of it?  In class, we’ll split up into 

groups to come up with one answer per group.  If you are studying this on 
your own, jot down anything you realize you should do because of this 

parable. 
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At the end of the following 10 blanks, I’ll give you a couple of things I 

thought of. 
 

 
1.        

 
 

 
 

2.     

 

 
 

 
3.     

 
 

 
 

4.     

 

 
 

 
 

5.     

 

 
 

 
 

6.     

 

 
 

 
 

 
7.     
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10. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Here are a few of my thoughts: 
 

 An abundant harvest depends on 2 things:  Well-prepared soil, and 
seed being sowed.   

So: 

 

 God prepares the soil, so pray.  Make a list of all the people you might 

have the opportunity to sow seed onto, and begin to pray for the Lord 
to do whatever it takes to prepare the soil of their hearts so they will 

be good soil when the seed is sown.  What will that look like, as the 
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Lord prepares the soil?  Maybe heartache.  Maybe great loss.  Maybe 

curiosity.  Maybe an answer to a deep longing of the heart.   The Lord 
knows what it takes for each person.  Just pray.  And pray often. 

 We sow the seed.  God doesn’t very often send angels to proclaim His 
Word.  He uses us.  So we have to be ready with the Word.  We have 

to read it.  Memorize it.  Meditate on it.  Talk about it with each other.  
It has to be in our own hearts, like seed in the hand of the farmer. 

 Think of ways to spread the seed.  Look for opportunities with each 
person on your list.  Be creative.  Start a Bible Study.  Recite memory 

verses.  Invite to church.  Pray together and quote scripture while you 
pray. 

 Don’t give up because someone doesn’t respond.  This parable teaches 
us that some do not.  You don’t have to be hard-hearted about it, but, 

if you are disappointed because someone you love is not responding, 
well…to put it bluntly… keep going.  There’s good, well-prepared 

ground out there somewhere.  Try a different field. 

 God Himself will take care of the harvest.  Don’t try to make the seed 
take or make the seed grow.  That’s God’s job.  And He knows when to 

harvest it, too.  We’ll see that more clearly in next week’s lesson.   

 

God prepares the soil.  We sow the seed.  Just keep your eyes on your 

job…and enjoy your farming days!!!!! 
 

 
 

 
Questions for your personal use, or for group discussion: 

 
1. First, read 13:1&2, and then 13:53-58.  Why is there such a difference 

between the way people reacted to Jesus in these two cities?  The 

cities themselves are only located a few miles from each other.   
 

 
2. 13:3-9   What were the 4 types of seed Jesus talked about?  What 

happened to each type of seed? 
 

1)  First:          
 

 
2) Second:          
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3) Third:          
 

 
4) Fourth:          

 
3. 13:10-17  Why did Jesus speak to the people in parables? 

 
4. Why would some people be “given” the ability to understand and some 

not? 

 

5. 13:18-23  What is the real meaning behind the story of the different 

types of seed? 
 

1) First:          

 
 

2) Second:          
 

 
3) Third:          

 
 

4) Fourth:          
 

6. What do you learn for your own life from this parable? 
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