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The Gospel for Goofies 

Matthew 11 
 

 
 

Jesus has just given his 12 disciples their marching orders – go throughout 
Israel and spread the Gospel – the Promised Messiah has arrived! 

 
Now, He is going to go to the same cities they go to, and be “Exhibit A”.  

He’s going to preach and teach in their cities, and be the living proof that 
their message is true.   

 
You see, if the people of Israel would see Him, see His proofs that He was 

the Messiah they had been waiting for, and fall to their knees before Him, He 
would bring the Kingdom of Heaven they had been promised – He would 

destroy their enemies, heal their diseases, bring their land back into favor, 

and ride into their beloved Jerusalem on His white horse, establishing an 
eternal heaven on earth.  It had been promised.  So….of course….the thing 

to do now was to get the word out.  Jesus already had a track record – He 
had healed many, cast out demons, raised the dead.  Now – to the people!  

Let them know all the facts – and pray they would fall to their knees in 
repentance and belief. 

 
Repentance?  Sure.  They not only had been looking for their Savior, they 

also needed their Savior.  They were sinners who needed forgiveness.  They 
were called-out-ones who had not done their job.  The only real and genuine 

reaction to realizing their Savior had come would be a total brokenness of 
heart, as each Jewish person realized their undeservedness of such a Savior. 

 
In Matthew 11, we begin to see who does, indeed, repent: 

 

 :1-14  The Confused 
 :15-24    The “Ears Open” 

 :25    The Babes (simple, dysfunctional) 
 :28-30   The Heavy-Laden 
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I’d like to look at each of these, and hopefully highlight two questions for all 

of us from this Chapter:  What does it mean to be repentant…and…am 
I? 

 
 

 :1-14 The Confused 
 

“1 Now it came to pass, when Jesus finished commanding His twelve 
disciples, that He departed from there to teach and to preach in 
their cities. 

2 And when John had heard in prison about the works of Christ, he 
sent two of his disciples3 and said to Him, “Are You the Coming One, 
or do we look for another?” 

4 Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and tell John the things 
which you hear and see: 5 The blind see and the lame 
walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are 
raised up and the poor have the gospel preached to them. 6 And 
blessed is he who is not offended because of Me.” 

7 As they departed, Jesus began to say to the multitudes concerning 
John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed 
shaken by the wind? 8 But what did you go out to see? A man 
clothed in soft garments? Indeed, those who wear soft clothing are 
in kings’ houses. 9 But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I 
say to you, and more than a prophet. 10 For this is he of whom it is 
written: 

‘Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, 
Who will prepare Your way before You.” 
 
11 “Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women there has 
not risen one greater than John the Baptist; but he who is least in 
the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 And from the days of 
John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, 
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and the violent take it by force. 13 For all the prophets and the law 
prophesied until John. 14 And if you are willing to receive it, he is 
Elijah who is to come.” 
 

John was confused, I think.  He had heralded the coming of the Savior to 
huge crowds along the River Jordan (John 1:6&7).  Some of his own 

disciples had immediately begun following that Savior (John 1:36&37), as 
they should.  John had realized his own ministry would diminish as the 

Savior’s grew (John 3:27-30).  All that he expected.  But then he was 
thrown into prison by a vengeful King, and his life got worse and worse and 

worse.  A few of his disciples stayed with him, probably bringing him food 
and warm clothes when they were allowed…but he was most certainly 

miserable, and a little confused.   
 

Wasn’t his Savior, Jesus, going to do something about his deplorable life?  

Wasn’t the Messiah going to get rid of the Roman enemies…declare Himself 
King of the World…and free His people from their awful lives?  Was Jesus 

really the Messiah?  Had he John, messed up as he introduced Jesus as the 
“Lamb of God”? 

 
So, a confused John sends two of his disciples to ask Jesus point-blamk:  Are 

you the One?   
 

And Jesus answers in a way John will understand.  He answers him with 
scripture.  He quotes a few Old Testament passages which told all of Israel 

what to expect when their Savior arrived: 
The blind would see.  The lame would walk.  The lepers would be cleansed.  

The deaf would hear.  The dead would be raised up.  And the poor would 
have the truth presented to them. 

 

The poor were the ones no one ever wanted to preach to.  They were 
useless, in the eyes of the religious world, whether they had faith or not.  

They would always be poor.  They would never be able to do anything 
significant religiously because of their poverty.  They offered the skimpiest 

offerings….a turtle-dove instead of a lamb.  A bit of grain instead of a bull.  
Why make sure they heard the truth?  It wasn’t going to do them any good 

anyway.   
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But, John, look at what is happening.  People are being healed, and the poor 

are important.  What does that tell you about the man you announced to the 
world as the “Lamb of God”? 

 
It told him, and his disciples, that Jesus was, indeed, the Messiah. 

 
Do you know anyone who is confused?  Life has gotten hard, maybe.  Or 

doubts have taken over.  Faith used to be so easy, but now it just won’t 
come?  Maybe they always thought of Jesus as the One who would meet all 

their needs, and now He isn’t?  Maybe they always thought of Him as the 
One Who would never let anything bad happen, and now it has.  The Gospel 

is for this person.  Jesus is for this person. 
 

And the way to prove it to them is with scripture.  The Bible is chock-full of 
true stories of people who “hit the wall” in the faith area, and found that the 

Lord was far different than they had imagined…and far better. 

 
 The widow whose son died 

 Joseph in prison 
 Isaac when his father was about to offer him as a sacrifice 

 Ruth, when her father-in-law and husband both died, and her family 
was penniless 

 Esther, married to an infidel King 
 

Do like Jesus did, and answer your confused friend’s objections with a true 
Bible story.  See if it doesn’t begin to work healing in their heart. 

 
After Jesus sends John’s disciples speeding back to their friend with the 

Good News, He turns and addresses the crowds around Him – who are also 
confused. 

 

They had gone out to the River Jordan at one time to hear this fiery prophet 
of God.  They had been baptized of John in the Jordan, declaring their desire 

to be repentant and ready to welcome their Messiah. 
 

But now….they hesitated to believe that Messiah.  They wondered, too, if He 
really was the One they had waited for.  Yes, he was working awesome 

miracles.  But He wasn’t getting rid of their enemies.  He wasn’t bettering 
their station in life.  And, quite frankly, He was asking for something they 

didn’t want to give.  He was asking them to admit  
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they had nothing to offer Him.  He was asking for their continued 

repentance.  They had already repented, right?  At the River Jordan?  Why 
did He continue to ask them to be repentant?  What was this man 

expecting?   
 

So Jesus talks to them, first about John:  When you went out to the River 
Jordan to hear the message of John….when you were baptized in the River 

Jordan by John….was it just entertainment?  Were you just going to see the 
latest religious fanatic?   Was your repentance a one-time thing, because 

everyone else was doing it? 
 

Didn’t you realize he was a prophet of the One, True God?  Didn’t you know 
this was the time history was born for?  Didn’t you repent because you were 

filled with loathing of your sinful self?  Were you just sorry for your sins….or 
did you repent? 

 

Are you surprised at the hatefulness and violence of the religious leaders 
against Jesus?  Why are you?  Don’t you remember how people through the 

ages have reacted to the true prophets of God?  Surely you can see that the 
reaction to John, and then to Jesus, is the most violent it ever has been…and 

with good reason! 
 

Hasn’t it occurred to you that if you bow your knee and receive your God, 
your Savior, you are ushering in the Kingdom of Heaven?   

 
The Gospel is for the Confused.  The Confused need to repent and live the 

rest of their lives with a heart of repentance. 
 

 
 15-24    The “Ears Open” 

 

15 He who has ears to hear, let him hear! 

16 “But to what shall I liken this generation? It is like children sitting 
in the marketplaces and calling to their companions, 17 and saying: 

‘We played the flute for you, 
    And you did not dance; 
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We mourned to you, 
    And you did not lament.’ 

18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a 
demon.’ 19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 
‘Look, a glutton and a winebibber, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners!’ But wisdom is justified by her children.” 

20 Then He began to rebuke the cities in which most of His mighty 
works had been done, because they did not repent: 21 “Woe to you, 
Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works which 
were done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would 
have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I say to you, it 
will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment 
than for you. 23 And you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, 
will be[d] brought down to Hades; for if the mighty works which were 
done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until 
this day. 24 But I say to you that it shall be more tolerable for the 
land of Sodom in the day of judgment than for you.” 

 
Do you have ears to hear? 

 
 “Ears to hear” means repentance.  “Sorry for my sins”  means that I feel 

bad about what I have done.  “Repentance” means I will do whatever it 
takes to make it right.  “Sorry for my sins” doesn’t last any longer than the 

bad feeling.  “Repentance” lasts for the rest of my life.  “Sorry for my sins” is 
for my sake.  “Repentance” is for the sake of the One-and-Only, Wonderful, 

Almighty, God 
 

Jesus rebukes his audience now, because not only had they given too little 

importance to the message of John, they also had been fickle.   
 

First they heard John, were entertained by him, got  baptized by him.  Then 
they saw his goofy lifestyle, and they decided he was a devil.  He was 

different, not acceptable to the religious comfort-level of the day.  He 
dressed goofy, had a goofy diet, and didn’t even drink strong drink like most 

everyone else.  He was – you know – goofy, and, after all, he did get 
arrested and thrown into prison…guess that proves his goofiness, right? 
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And then when Jesus came along, not dressing goofy, not eating a goofy 
diet, and drinking and eating just like everyone else, they decided He was 

worldly, and not religious enough.  He hung out with known sinners….guess 
that proves His message wasn’t worth sticking with either, right? 

 
Jesus told His audience they were just like a bunch of children playing in the 

marketplace –  always changing their minds about what game they wanted 
to play….was it going to be dancing, or funeral?  Whatever the latest game 

was, they didn’t stick with it long.  There was no lasting repentance…it was 
just for a little while. 

 
And then Jesus turns His sharp and pointed words to the cities where He, 

Himself, had already done such amazing miracles.  Chorazim and Bethsaida 
and Capernaum had seen healings, people raised from the dead (!) and 

thousands fed lunch by the seaside.  And yet…no lasting repentance.   

 
They didn’t have “ears to hear”.  They saw, they enjoyed, but they didn’t 

want to hear and keep on hearing. 
 

In an age of “I”-phone, “I”-pad, “I-tunes, “I”-pod, “I”touch, our emphasis is 
always on “me” – what I want and what I need.  The repentant heart is 

always focused on what God needs, and what God wants.. 
 

Remember what Jesus says to the seven churches in the book of Revelation?  
He tells them to repent, and then to continue to have “ears to hear”.  Why?  

Because repentance is for life, not just for a specific sin.  And because the 
coming of the Son of God requires a repentant heart in order to be ready. 

 
If you have a burning interest in end-times because it makes you feel 

excited about what Jesus’ return will do for you….you’re not quite all  

the way there in your thinking.  Jesus came the first time, but didn’t end up 
bringing in His Millennial Kingdom then.   Why? because most of the people 

didn’t have repentant hearts.  They didn’t want to live for Him…they wanted 
Him to live for them.  So He made a course correction when there was no 

repentance.  He didn’t come in power and majesty over the whole world.  
His people didn’t respond in faith.  Now, in a sense, we can be very thankful 

it worked that way…He chose to die on the cross and rise from the dead, and 
then ascend up to heaven to wait for God to tell Him to go again.   
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But the point is….He chose to make a course correction once - He could do it 

again….no matter what signs of the times we see around us.  No one knows 
the day or the hour of his return.  Why?  Because the Father will choose the 

time, and He may have already chosen several times for all we know, if only 
people had responded and been repentant.  The question isn’t “Do we see 

the signs”?, but “are we repentant?” 
 

Do we have ears to hear? 
 

 
 :25-27   The Babes (simple, dysfunctional) 

 
“25 At that time Jesus answered and said, “I thank You, Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things 
from the wise and prudent and have revealed them to babes. 26 Even 
so, Father, for so it seemed good in Your sight. 27 All things have 
been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows the Son 
except the Father. Nor does anyone know the Father except the 
Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him. ” 
 

The Father reaches out to “babes”.  Little ones.  Simple ones.  Messed-up 

ones.  Dysfunctional ones.  .  Not religious ones, usually.  Somehow the 
religious get just enough truth to immunize them from the full impact of the 

whole truth.  They become “righteous” in people’s eyes, but don’t have a 
conscience which hurts about the unrighteousness nobody else but God can 

see. 
 

Why does He reach out to “babes”? 
 

 “Out of the mouths of babes and nursing infants You have ordained 
strength, because of your enemies, that You may silence the enemy 

and the avenger.”  Psalms 8:2 
 

 “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of 
the power may be of God and not of us.”  II Corinthians 4:7 

 

 “And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all 
things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all 

in all.”  Ephesians 1:22 
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For many years Southside Bible Church in Greenwood helped with the 

InterVarsity College Ministry,  especially when it came time for their annual 
Greek conference.  Sorority and Fraternity students from around the US 

would gather for a winter conference.  There was great Bible teaching, small 
groups, and many students making life-long decisions for Christ.  Unlike 

many other mission fields, this particular group of students were often ripe 
for responding to the Gospel.  Why?  Because they had no doubts about 

their sin.  They knew they had messed up again and again and again with 
drugs, alcohol, and social and sexual sins.  They wanted out of a lifestyle 

that was beginning to enslave them.  They were so aware of their sins and 
the impact those sins were having. They wanted to repent.  Repentance was 

one breath away for many of them.  The dysfunctional.  The “babes”.   
 

And how do these “babes” find the truth of Jesus in the middle of lives which 
are so far away from truth? 

 

The Father and the Son reach down and reveal themselves to them.  John 
6:65  “…Therefore I have said to you that no one can come to Me unless it 

has been granted to him by my Father.”  (Jesus’ words). 
 

Repentance is a gift from God.  Has He given it to you?  Do you want it?  Is 
repentance only a breath away for you….or have you been immunized to the 

piercing pain of the truth about your own sinfulness? 
 

 
 

 :28-30   The Heavy-Laden 

28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am 
gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For 
My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” 

The Pregnant Teenager.  She struggled through her young years with 3 
Dads, and a Mom addicted to drugs and alcohol.  She just stayed away from 

home.  She somehow graduated from high school, but can’t find a job now. 
She just wants to be loved, by the baby she carries. 
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The Homeless Teenager.  At 13, Mom can’t deal with her anymore.  And 

Dad doesn’t want her.   So, from the age of 13 she pretty much raises 
herself.  She lives on the streets, learning to fend for herself.   

 
These are real people.  And their lives are repeated hundreds of thousands 

of times all over our nation.  They are heavy-laden, and they need 
repentance.  They so badly need repentance.  But we won’t get it to them 

unless we, too, are full of repentance.   
 

Do you understand what Jesus is saying here?  He’s saying that the “bad” 
ones – the ones whose lives are such a mess – the ones who have made all 

the wrong decisions….   They are the ones He is reaching out to.  They are 
the ones He is offering to take under His wing and carry their load for them. 

 
And it is hard to get the message to them.  There is violence all around us as 

we try to tell them about Jesus. (11:12)   Be wise.  Be harmless.  (10:16)   

Be repentant.  (11:15) 
 

And fight hard to get the Gospel to the Goofies. 
 

 
Note:  Does your heart squeeze a little because you realize you do want to 

get the Gospel to the Goofies, but don’t know how?  I’ll start you in the right 
direction, and the Lord will take you the rest of the way:  Be repentant.  

What does it mean to “be repentant” for you…what do you need to do to 
start doing things right?  Do you really want to know?  Ask the Lord.  He’ll 

tell you. 
 

 
Remember:  “I’m sorry” means you feel bad.  

 “Repent” means you will do whatever it takes to make it right. 
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