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If You Are Willing… 
Matthew Chapter 8:1-17  

 
Here are our discussion segments for Matthew 8 

 :1-4     If You are willing….Jesus heals the leper 
 :5-13   If You are willing…Jesus heals the centurian’s servant 

 :14& 15  If You are willing…Jesus heals Peter’s mother-in-law 
 :16-17 If You are willing…Jesus heals many 

  

It seems to me the theme for this part of chapter 8 ought to be “If You are 
Willing”, because all of the things Jesus did in this chapter were based solely 

on whether or not He wanted to do what He did.  Jesus is never “forced” to 

do something He doesn’t want to do. 
 

And all the things He does for us – all the little and big things – are also 
based solely on whether or not He wants to do them for us. 

 
If He wants to reach down and get our attention, He does. 

 
If He wants to lift a burden from our shoulders, He does. 

 
If He wants to heal our sicknesses, He does. 

 
If He wants to call us to serve Him for our whole life, He does. 

 
He doesn’t revolve around us….we revolve around Him.  He is the center of 

the wheel.  We are the spokes.  He is the reason we exist.  Not the other 

way around. 
 

Don’t let this truth rev up your rebellious engines.  This is not the place to 
say “And what if He doesn’t want to do anything for me?”  “How can I love a 

God Who just does what He wants to do?”  “I can only trust a God Who is 
looking out for me, not for Himself.” 

 
No – this is the place to say, “Wow…He wants to do these things for me!”  

He really wants to! 
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 :1-4     If You are willing….Jesus heals the leper 

 

 
“When He had come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed 

Him.  And behold, a leper came and worshipped Him, saying, ‘Lord, if You 
are willing, You can make me clean.’  Then Jesus put out His hand and 

touched him, saying ‘I am willing; be cleansed.’  Immediately his leprosy 
was cleansed.  And Jesus said to him, ‘See that you tell no one; but go your 

way, show yourself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, 
as a testimony to them.’ “ 

 
Why did the leper say “If You are willing.”?  Surely the Lord Jesus was willing 

to heal every sick and hurting person who came across his path.  Surely the 
leper knew that – Jesus had been ministering in Israel for awhile now – 

surely the leper had heard of his reputation.  Had he ever turned down 

someone for healing?  So why did he say “If You are willing.”? 
 

They were words of faith.   
 

They said:  I have no doubt you can do this.  I know You are Who You say 
You are.  You are God.  Only God could heal leprosy.   

 
And they also said:  I know I don’t deserve this.  I know you don’t owe me 

anything.   
 

And they finally said:  I know someday I will be healed of this disease.  I 
know after I die I will no longer have this disease – at death, You will heal 

me.  But what I’m asking is if you are willing to heal me now.  I’m willing to 
wait until the afterlife…but I’m asking if there’s any chance that now would 

be a good time for You. 

 
And Jesus was willing.  He touched him and healed him right then and there.  

It was a good time for Jesus. 
 

What are some of the prayer requests you bring to Jesus?  Do you come 
with this humble attitude of the leper?  Do you ask if He is willing?  If the 

time is right for Him? 
 

http://www.kathleendalton.com/


“Go!!!!” 
A Verse-by-Verse Study of the Book of Matthew 

Chapter 8:1-17 

 

www.kathleendalton.com 
 

 

Make a list of the top 5 requests you have for Jesus today.  At the top of the 

page, write:  “If You Are Willing”.    If you’ll faithfully pray this way, your 
prayer life will change – it will be focused on Jesus, not on you.   

 
 

 
 

 

If You Are Willing… 

 

1.    
2.    

3.    
4.    

5.    
 

 

And then when the leper had been healed, Jesus charged him to simply 
show himself to the priest (as proof he could enter society again as a 

healthy man, and also as a testimony to the priest that Jesus had healed 
him), but besides that to tell no one. 

 
Why tell no one?  Possibly Jesus was protecting the cleansed leper – if the 

word got out that Jesus had healed him he might have been in danger 
from those who hated Jesus – or he might not have been able to make a 

living because employers would be afraid to hire a man associated with 
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such a controversial person as Jesus – or he might have gained so much 

celebrity that he would have lost the attitude of simple faith in the Healer. 
 

Whatever the reason, Jesus just said: “Don’t talk about it.  Just start 
living and working as a whole man.” 

 
 

 
:5-13   If You are willing…Jesus heals the centurian’s servant 

 
“Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, 

pleading with Him, saying, ‘Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, 

dreadfully tormented.’  And Jesus said to him, ‘I will come and heal him.’  
The centurion answered and said, ‘Lord, I am not worthy that You should 

come under my roof.  But only speak a word, and my servant will be healed.  
‘For I also am a man under authority, having soldiers under me.  And I say 

to this one, ‘Go’, and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to 
my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.’  When Jesus heard it, He marveled, 

and said to those who followed, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found 
such great faith, not even in Israel!  And I say to you that many will come 

from east and west, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the 
kingdom of heaven.  But the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into outer 

darkness.  There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’  Then Jesus said to 
the centurion, ‘Go your way; and as you have believed, so let it be done for 

you.’  And his servant was healed that same hour.” 
 

What was so great about the centurion’s attitude?  He knew how much 

power Jesus had, and had no doubt He could use it from any place on earth.  
He knew Jesus was God. 

 
And how did his attitude compare with the attitudes of the ruling Jews?  

They had no intention of even considering that Jesus might be God.  They 
wanted only to discredit Him…certainly not to ever ask Him for anything.  

The ruling Jews of the day were unbelievers.  They said they believed in 
God, but they didn’t.  If they had, they would have realized who Jesus was. 

 
If any of us come to Jesus wanting or needing something from Him, but we 

don’t have an attitude of the “bowed knee”…if we come in pride and not 
humbly…if we come demanding instead of simply trusting Him to do what is 

best….then we don’t really know Who Jesus is. 
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Not a one of us would approach the Lord of the Whole Universe – the maker 
of the Heavens and the Earth – the One who made us and gave us our 

personalities, our breath, our very life -   Not a one of us would approach 
Him with an attitude – if we really saw Who He was.   

 
We might fall to our faces.  We might cry in fear.  We might shake in our 

boots.  We might melt.  We might look anywhere but in His eyes.  We might 
gratefully throw our arms around his footstool.  But we would not approach 

Him with an attitude.   
 

Like the leper and like the centurian, we should approach our God with “If 

You are willing….” And…. “I’m not worthy for you to come to my house….” 
 

 
:14& 15  If You are willing…Jesus heals Peter’s mother-in-law 

 
“Now when Jesus had come into Peter’s house, He saw his wife’s mother 

lying sick with a fever.  So he touched her hand, and the fever left her.  And 
she arose and served them.”   

 
 

Why was Peter’s Mother-in-law healed?  Well, at least one reason she was 
healed was so that she could get up out of bed, and serve her guests.  

Maybe you or I haven’t been healed of cancer or leprosy, but we definitely 
have been healed.  We were sick with sin and heading to a lifetime of 

uselessness.  Were you healed so that you could serve?  Have you been 

serving? 
 

 
:16-17 If You are willing…Jesus heals many 

 
“When evening had come, they brought to Him many who were demon-

possessed.  And He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were 
sick, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, 

saying:  ‘He Himself took our infirmities and bore our sicknesses.’ “  
 

According to these verses, why is Jesus able to heal us?  Besides providing 
for our eternal salvation, what else did Jesus accomplish as He hung on the 

cross? 
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If Jesus paid the price for our sicknesses, why is it that sometimes He is “not 
willing” to heal?  Why does He sometimes say: “Not now.” ? 

 
Because Jesus’ healing of our earthly bodies is never permanent.  Every 

person Jesus healed eventually died.  And most of them probably were sick 
again sometime before they died.  The healing was not forever – because 

the healed were still living in temporary bodies. 
 

So why heal at all?  Because sometimes the healed one has a greater chance 
to talk about Jesus and spread the word about Him.  A new opportunity to 

tell about salvation – which will last forever. 

 
Jesus loved these people He healed.  And He went to the cross in order to 

take away their infirmities and sicknesses – forever.  That’s the message 
which had to get out then.  It’s the message which has to get out now. 

 
If any of us need healing, and go to Jesus for it, we know that the bigger 

picture is the important one.  The little healing won’t last long.  The big one 
will. 

 
 

APPLICATION QUESTIONS: 
 

1.  Who are you more like? 
a. The leper…”If you are willing” 

b. The Centurian…”I am not worthy for You to come to my 

house.” 
c. Peter’s Mother-in-law…Get up and serve. 

d. The multitudes who were healed…Needing the big healing 
even more than the little healing. 

 
 

2. Has the Lord ever healed you? 
 

 
3. Why were you healed? 
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4. When you get to heaven you won’t have sickness or pain to endure 

anymore.  What can you do now, in the midst of sickness or pain, that 
you won’t be able to do then?  

 

In order to answer the above question, just think for a minute about the Old 
Testament Sacrifices: 

 
Leviticus 7:12  “This is the law of the sacrifice of peace offerings which he 

shall offer to the LORD:  If he offers it for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer, 
with the sacrifice of thanksgiving, unleavened cakes missed with oil, 

unleavened wafers anointed with oil, or cakes of blended flour mixed with 

oil.”   
 

In Old Testament times, the Jewish people were given the privilege of 
showing up at the temple and offering different sacrifices in order to 

communicate with their God.   
 

There was a sin offering – to communicate the person’s understanding of the 
seriousness of sin.  An animal had to die in order to pay for sin.  By making 

those offerings day after day, year after year, the Jewish people 
communicated to the world that someday a Savior would die in order to pay 

for sin. 
 

There was a trespass offering – to communicate the person’s understanding 
that even sins committed unknowingly still required a price to be paid. 

 

And there was a peace offering – or a thank offering – to communicate the 

person’s desire to thank God for His goodness.  An offering of sweet-
smelling cakes was made – something which cost the offerer something – in 

order to rightly say thank you to the One Who gives all good gifts.  

 

Now…after 70AD the place to offer sacrifices was gone.  The temple in 

Jerusalem was destroyed.  Thankfully, it was no longer necessary, since the 
ultimate sin and trespass offering had been made – Jesus Himself had died 

on the cross – and no sin offering ever had to be made again.  People simply 
needed to learn of this offering and accept the gift of forgiveness from the 

Savior Who died and then rose from the dead. 
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But the peace offering – or the thank offering – could still be made.  Not at 

the temple….it was gone.  But in the heart of each believer, the book of 
Hebrews tells us that we can gratefully bring the sacrifice of our lips to the 

Most Holy God and tell Him how much we appreciate His good and perfect 
gifts. 

 
“Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, 

that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.”  Hebrews 13:15 
 

Why is that a sacrifice?  Because sometimes we don’t feel like saying thank 

you at all.  It’s a sacrifice when we need healing, don’t get it, and still thank 
Him.  It’s a sacrifice when we want a husband, don’t get one, and still thank 

Him.  It’s a sacrifice when we lose a loved one, feel the deep grief, and still 
thank Him. 

 
“Take words with you, and return to the Lord.  Say to Him, ‘take away all 

iniquity; receive us graciously, for we will offer the sacrifices of our lips.”   
Hosea 14:2, 

 

So…that’s what we can do here, on this earth, that we won’t ever be 
able to do once we get to heaven.  Thank the Lord, and praise 

Him…while we still live in sinful, suffering bodies. 

 

“If You are willing…” but if not, “Thank-you”. 
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