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The Three Wise Gentiles 
Matthew Chapter 2  

 
 

Our title for this chapter is a little play on words, just to draw our attention 
to a really interesting tidbit from the Bible. 

 
Most of us know the story of the birth of 

Jesus.  We’ve probably seen many manger 
scenes, you know, the stable, the animals, 

Mary, Joseph, the baby in a manger, the 
three wise men.  It’s part of the bedrock of 

our faith, so I don’t want to lessen the 
importance of the story of the birth of our 

Savior… 

 
But, from Matthew Chapter 2, there is more to the story…. 

 
We’ll begin with two definitions: 

 
 A “Jew” is a person in the Family Tree of Abraham.  Abraham was the first 

Jew. 
 

 A “Gentile” is anyone else. 

 
Now, on to Matthew 2, verses 1&2 – 

 
 

“Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the 
king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is 

He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the 
East and have come to worship Him.’ “ Matthew 2:1&2 

 
The first couple of verses in most Bible chapters really give you a lot of 

interesting facts to set the stage for what you are about to read.  Let’s ask 
some “journalism”  questions and see what we learn: 

 
a. When (when did this take place)?  Sometime after Jesus was born in 

Bethlehem 
 

“We Three Kings of 

Orient are… 
 

Bearing Gifts We 
Traverse afar…” 
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b. When (during whose reign)?  During the days when Herod was King 

over Palestine.   (That puts this event sometime around 4 BC – history 
records Herod’s death about 4 BC) 
 

This was the time when Rome ruled the whole area.  The Jews did not 

have their own kingdom.  They were subjects of Rome.  Rome had 

appointed Herod the Great the ruler over the whole Judea and Galilee 

area.  He was not a Jew, and he was exceedingly cruel.  He is known 

to have murdered his wife, his 3 sons, his mother-in-law, his brother-

in-law, and many others.  His greatest known work was the rebuilding 

of the temple in Jerusalem.  He started it in 19BC, and building was 

still going on after his death, during the time when Jesus walked in the 

temple. 

 

c. Who (who is this talking about)?  Men from the East – called “Wise 
Men”.  These would have been astronomers, or educated men, from 
the “east” – east of Jerusalem.  Probably from the area which is 

present-day Iraq or Iran.  They were not Jews, but Gentiles.  They 
came from an area of the world where they did not believe in the One, 

True God. 
 

 
d. What (what were they doing)?  They 

travelled to Jerusalem because they had 

reason to think a momentous event had 
occurred for the Jewish people.   

 

 

e. How (how had they heard about Jesus)?  
How would they have known this?  They 

saw a star in the sky.  When they 
coupled the sighting of this star with 

the facts they already knew (It’s very 
possible they had copies of the 
prophecies of Daniel – who lived and 

prophesied in their area of the world 
some 500 years before this ), they 

realized the Jewish Messiah had arrived.   
 

“Know therefore, and 

understand, that from 
the going forth of the 

command to restore 
and build Jerusalem 

until Messiah the 

Prince, there shall be 
seven weeks and 

sixty-two weeks…” 
Daniel 9:25 
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This Jewish Messiah was The One the Jews had been waiting for.  The 

descendant of King David.  The true King of Israel – who was also God.  
Interesting, though, isn’t it, that it was these three educated Gentiles who 

recognized this, and not the educated Jews who should have been holding 
their breath waiting for this Promised One. 

 
Why weren’t they?  Because the educated 

Jews had stopped looking forward to their 
Messiah’s coming.  They were much more 

interested in their political climate, and their 
positions of power within their religious 

community.  They totally were caught 
unaware when their God visited them. 

 
But the educated Gentiles – at least the 

Three Wise Gentiles – were fascinated with 

what they saw coming to pass.  They 
believed the Jewish scriptures were true, and they acted on it.  That’s faith 

in the One, True God. 
 

What an interesting twist!  The story of Jesus’ birth includes Three Gentiles 
with Faith in the One, True, God, and practically a whole nation of 

Jews without.   
 

The Three Wise Gentiles heard about Jesus by reading ancient Jewish 
manuscripts, and then seeing a star.   

 
How did you hear about Jesus? 

 
I’ll tell you my own story here, and then as you study this on your own, 

think through your own story. 
 

I don’t remember when I actually first heard the name of Jesus.  My family 

were church-goers from the time I was little, so it must have been then that 
I first heard people talking about Him. 

 
And I must have first heard the Gospel story – the story of Jesus’ birth, life, 

death and resurrection – at some time in my growing up years, but again, I 
don’t remember exactly when.  I just know I grew up knowing the facts. 

 

It was when I was a 

senior in High School, 
though, that I first 

realized the story of 
Jesus wasn’t just a 

story… 
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It was when I was a senior in High School, though,  that I first realized the 

story of Jesus wasn’t just a story.  It was real.  And Jesus was alive.  And He 
cared personally for me.  It hit me like a ton of bricks one Sunday morning 

in 1965.  I was visiting a little Baptist church in Tucson, Arizona.  I sat in the 
congregation listening to a sermon preached by a Pastor named Dick Buck.  

He was teaching from the Old Testament book of Nehemiah.  He was talking 
about this man, Nehemiah, in Old Testament times, who was chosen of God 

to get the wall built around the crumbled-down city of Jerusalem.   
 

I sat there that morning wondering if God had anything special He wanted 
me to do with my life.  I was a senior in High School and thinking about 

where to go to college….and what to do with 
my life – and I just wondered…did God have 

anything He wanted for me? 
 

That’s when it hit me.  If God did have 

anything He wanted for me, how in the 
world could I know what it was?  I didn’t 

even know God.  I knew about Him.  I knew 
His story.  But I didn’t know Him at all.  He and I were strangers. 

 
As Pastor Buck continued to preach, I remember talking to God for the first 

time in my life…”Lord, what is it You would like me to do with my life?  I’m 
not much – just a plain girl who tells a few lies and isn’t very good 

underneath the surface.  I’ve heard the story… that when You died on the 
cross You paid the price for sin.  But, Jesus….You died for me, didn’t you?  

You actually died for me, not just for everybody, but really for me.  It was 
my sin you paid for?  I haven’t ever realized that You are real.  Why did You 

die for me?  I don’t know why You did, but I would like to thank you for it.  I 
don’t know what to give back to You for doing that for me.  I don’t have 

anything You would want.  But…here’s my life.  You can do anything You 

want with it.  It’s Yours.  I’m Yours.” 
 

And that was when I first really heard about Jesus.  My life has never been 
the same. 

 
When you really hear about Jesus your life changes. 

 
 

 

When you really hear 

about Jesus, your life 
changes. 
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“When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with 

him.  And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people together, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.”  

Matthew 2:3&4 
 

 
Why was Herod the king troubled when he heard about the visit of the Three 

Wise Gentiles? (Three Wise Men) 
 

Now if we didn’t know the whole story already, we might think at this point 
that Herod was wanting just as much as the Three Wise Gentiles to find and 

worship this little newborn King, right? 
 

But most of us do already know the rest of this story.  We know that king 
Herod is eventually going to try to kill this child – because he saw him as a 

potential rival.  We know that king Herod was troubled because he was 

afraid.  Afraid that his own position of power was about to be challenged by 
a myth – a prophecy 7 centuries old - from a book he didn’t believe in.   

 
Herod was a “king” of Israel, put in power by the Roman authorities.  But he 

was not a man of faith.  He didn’t believe in the One, True, God, he just told 
everyone he did.  He wasn’t looking forward to a Messiah, a Savior, to save 

him from his sins.  He didn’t even want to think about his sins.  And he sure 
didn’t think he needed to be forgiven of his sins.  All he needed was to get 

rid of all his enemies.  This little baby that was just born was definitely an 
enemy in his eyes. 

 
Why did Herod want to know where the child was to be born?  So he could 

find him and kill him.  Just like that.   
 

Herod had reason to be afraid.  Look at Revelation 2:27.  “He (the one who 

is a true believer) shall rule them with a rod of iron.  They shall be dashed to 
pieces like the potter’s vessels – I (Jesus) also received from my father…”  

In other words, the time is coming when even the believers in the One, True 
God will have the power to conquer and destroy unbelievers…to say nothing 

of the power Jesus Himself has received of God. 
 

Herod was a usurper and he knew it.  He had not received the right to rule 
the Jews from God.  And God was the only One qualified to bestow that 
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right.  He had the legal right from Rome…but deep within he had to know 

that God’s laws always trump man’s.   
 

Example?  In our day and age it is legal to kill a not-yet-born baby.  But God 
doesn’t give us that right.  If that baby is alive in the womb, then it is alive.  

And God says “You shall not murder”.  (Exodus 20:13)  God’s laws always 
trump man’s laws. 

 
“So they said to him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the 

prophet: 
 “But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

  Are not the least among the rulers of Judah; 
  For out of you shall come a Ruler 

  Who will shepherd My people Israel.”   Matthew 2:5&6 
 

 

The chief priests and the scribes knew exactly where the coming King was to 
be born.  How did they know that? 

 
It had been prophesied in Jewish scriptures.  It wasn’t a secret.  Anybody 

with a scroll of the prophet Micah could see clearly – the promised Messiah – 
the promised ruler of Israel – the One Who would take care of all God’s 

people – was to come from Bethlehem, a little town five miles south of the 
Jerusalem city limits. 

 
 

“Then Herod, when he had secretly called 
the wise men, determined from them what 

time the star appeared.  And he sent them 
to Bethlehem and said, ‘Go and search 

carefully for the young Child, and when you 

have found Him, bring back word to me, 
that I can come and worship Him also.”  

Matthew 2:7&8 
 

 
First Herod found out where the child was born, then he determined what 

time this star had appeared, so that he could know how old this child 
probably was by this time.  Then he sent the three wise gentiles on their 

“But you, Bethlehem, 
in the land of Judah, 

are not the least 
among the rulers of 
Judah…”  Micah 5:2 
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way to find this child – with the request that they send word to him 

afterwards so that he, too, could come and worship this little miracle. 
 

Oh yes, he was lying. 
 

“When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they 
had seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the 

young Child was.  When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly 
great joy.  And when they had come into the house, they saw the young 

Child with Mary His mother, and fell down 
 and worshiped Him.  And when they had opened their treasures, they 

presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense and myrrh.”  Matthew 2:9-11 
 

 
The star they had first seen in their own 

land continued to lead them as they 

headed toward Bethlehem.  Until finally it 
came to rest right over the very house 

where Joseph and Mary and the baby 
Jesus were living. 

 
As they left Jerusalem and saw that star 

leading them, they were filled with joy!  
The One Who had been leading them all 

this way was still with them!  They were 
being led by the One, True God!  They 

were fulfilling their purpose in life.  And 
they were about to meet this One, True, 

God, in the body of a young child.  Cause 
for great joy. 

 

When they found Mary, Joseph, and the child, they fell down and worshipped 
the child, Jesus.   

 
They didn’t walk back outside and worship the star.  They didn’t fall to their 

knees, look to the heavens, and thank the One Who had led them.  They 
walked into this little house and worshipped the young child.  They knew the 

child was God.  They may not have totally understood how this worked – but 
they believed the Jewish scriptures they had studied.  They believed the 

I know we all have 
seen Christmas 

pageants where the 
three wise men arrive 

at the stable and see 
the newborn baby 

Jesus…but….Jesus was 
actually probably more 

like a year or 2 years 

old when they arrived. 
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toddler was the One Who had made the 

stars…and had led them here.  And they 
worshipped Him.    

 
They gave him their gifts.  Gold.  

Frankincense.  Myrrh.    
 

 Gold – a fitting gift for a King. 
 Frankincense – a fragrant spice used in 

making offerings – a fitting gift for the 
Great High Priest 

 Myrhh – a spice used in burials – a fitting 

gift for the One Who was born to die for the 
sins of the world. 

 
 

Now begins the unfolding of the story of God’s hand of protection on Joseph, 
Mary and Jesus.  First, read verses 12-23, and then we’ll make a list of this 

incredible series of events: 
 

“Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to 
Herod, they departed for their own country another way.  Now when they 

had departed, behold, and angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, 
saying, ‘Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay 

there until I bring you word: for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy 
Him.’ 

 
When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and 

departed for Egypt, and was there until the death of Herod, that it might be 

fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, ‘Out of 
Egypt I called My Son.’ 

 
Then Herod, when he saw that he was 

deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly 
angry; and he sent forth and put to death all 

the male children who were in Bethlehem 
and in all its districts, from two years old and 

under, according to the time which he had 
determined from the wise men.  Then was 

fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the 
prophet, saying:   

“Out of Egypt have I 

called My Son.”  Hosea 

11:1 

“And the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among 

us, and we beheld His 
glory, the glory as of 

the only begotten of 
the Father…”   

John 1:14 
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‘A voice was heard in Ramah, 
Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning, 

Rachel weeping for her children, 
Refusing to be comforted, 

Because they are no more.’ 
 

Now when Herod was dead, behold, ad angel of the lord appeared in a 
dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying ‘Arise, take the young Child and His 

mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the young Child’s 
life are dead.’  Then he arose, took the young Child and his mother, and 

came to the land of 
Israel. 

 
But when he heard that 

Archelaus was reigning 

over Judea instead of 
his father Herod, he 

was afraid to go there.  
And being warned of 

God in a dream, he 
turned aside into the 

region of Galilee  And 
he came and dwelt in a 

city called Nazareth, 
that it might be fulfilled 

which was spoken by 
the prophets, ‘He shall 

be called a Nazarene.’” 
 

 
a. (:12)  The 

Three Wise Gentiles are 
warned in a dream not to 

go back to King Herod.  
So they leave Bethlehem another way – and don’t go anywhere near 

Jerusalem. 
 

b. (:13-15)  An angel appears to Joseph, warning him to flee to Egypt 
with Mary and Jesus.  The angel tells Joseph that King Herod wants to 

destroy Jesus.  They go. 
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c. (:16-18)  Herod is infuriated when he realizes the three wise gentiles 

are not going to be a part of his plan to destroy this little King.  So he 
uses the information he had about when the star had appeared (about 
2 years earlier), and he sends his soldiers to the Bethlehem area and 

orders them to kill all male children 2 years old and younger.  The 
grief and wailing and screaming of mothers and fathers and families 

must have been horrendous. 

It’s impossible to imagine a man so evil that he would order such 
a thing. 

 

 
d. (:19-21)  After this wicked man, Herod, died, Joseph got another 

message in a dream from an angel, and was told it was now safe to 

take the young child and Mary and head back to the land of Israel. 
 

e. (:22-23)  But by now Joseph has understood that his job will be to 

safely guard this Little Boy given into his care, so he is still afraid to go 
back into the area near Jerusalem, because he has heard that the son 

of Herod is now King, and he doesn’t trust the son of Herod to be any 
different from his father.  An angel of the Lord confirms this fear as he 
appears again to Joseph and guides him away from Jerusalem, and 

into the area of north Israel, called Galilee, to a city named Nazareth, 
where the Child will be well away from the evil political intrigues of 

Jerusalem. 
 

God led Joseph, a man who trusted and believed in Him, by dreams.   

 
Does God lead by dreams today?  Yes, sometimes.  For instance, Joel 

Rosenburg, in his 2009 book, “Inside the Revolution”, tells stories of Iranian 

people becoming open to the Gospel message because of 
dreams:   

 
“One Iranian Muslim woman had a dream in which God 

told her, ‘Whatever the two women you are going to meet 
with tomorrow tell you, listen to them.’  Startled, she went 

through the next day curious who she would meet.  She 
had no plans to meet anyone, but sure enough, at one 

point two Iranian Christian women came up to her and 
explained the message of salvation to her.  She obeyed to 

“A voice 
was heard 

in Ramah, 
lamentation

, weeping 
and great 

mourning, 
Rachel 

weeping for 
her 

children…”  
Jeremiah 

31:15 
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Lord’s directive from the dream, listened carefully, and then bowed her head 

and prayed to receive Christ as her Savior.” (Inside the Revolution, page 
387) 

 
And then there’s the story of:    “…two Christians driving through the 

mountains of Iran with a car full of Bibles.  Suddenly, their steering wheel 
jammed and they had to slam on the brakes to keep from driving off the 

side of the road.  When they looked up, they saw an old man knocking on 
their windows and asking if they had the books. 

 
‘What books?’  they asked. 

 
‘The books about Jesus,’ the old man replied.  Hew went on to explain that 

an angel recently came to him in a vision and told him about Jesus.  Later he 
found out that everyone in his mountain village had  

 

had the same vision.  They were all brand-new followers of Jesus, but they 
did not know what to do next.  Then the old man had a dream in which 

Jesus told him to go down the mountain and wait by the road for someone 
to bring books that would explain how to be a Christian.  He obeyed, and 

suddenly two men with a car full of Bibles had come to a stop right in front 
of him.”   

 
True stories.  So…does God still speak to people in dreams today?  Yes.   But 

there are some guidelines to be aware of, in case you are trying to figure out 
whether or not God is speaking to you in a dream: 

 
1) Dreams from God will lead you to the Bible, not away from it.  If you begin to 

see that you value the message in your dream more than you value the 
Word of God, step away! 

2) Dreams from God would never lead you to do anything the Bible says not to 
do.  For instance, a dream from God is never going to lead you to try to 
communicate with the dead.  God has forbidden that in the Bible.  If you 

have a dream like that, it is not from God. 
3) It seems that dreams are typically used by God when there is no human way 

to get the truth to someone.   
4) Dreams from God are not used any more to add to the Word of God.  The 

Bible is complete.  There is no dream which would have more authority than 

or even equal authority with the Bible. 

 

……………………………… 
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One stray thought before we close this lesson.  Many times I’ve wondered – 
maybe you have, too – why the Lord would allow such a horrible tragedy as 

the slaughter of those innocent children in and around Bethlehem…and while 
we’re at it…why does the Lord allow many such tragedies in our history and 

in our world today? 
 

It is just a part of our horrible, sinful world.  It started in the Garden of Eden 
with a step of disobedience, and it has become our heritage.  To put it in 

today’s vernacular…that stinks!...but it just is. 
 

One reason we struggle with this is because we in America consider 
ourselves above such suffering.  We’ve never experienced such a thing.  We 

are arrogant about suffering, and don’t even realize it.   
The Persecuted Church around the world does, though.  

 

I challenge you to go to the Voice of the Martyr’s website and educate 
yourself on the price of being a believer in Jesus Christ in many parts of the 

world today. 
 

www.persecution.com. 
 

Let God break your heart, so that you can be a valuable, broken prayer 
vessel.  We can’t stop these tragedies from happening most of the time, but 

Wow!, we can sure stand by someone’s side in prayer and support and love 
them as they bear the privilege of suffering for the Name of Christ. 

……………………………………… 
 

This is all we will learn about the early life of Jesus from Matthew.  Luke, in 
his Gospel account, gives a few more details.  But, for the most part, the 

Lord hasn’t given us much of a record of Jesus’ growing-up years.  There 

have been documents written through the years which imagine what those 
years must have been like, or make up stories of Jesus’ early life, but 

nothing besides Matthew and Luke are written accounts we can depend on to 
be true.  The Gospel of Mark doesn’t deal with Jesus’ birth at all, and the 

Gospel written by John doesn’t tell us anything about Jesus’ early life except 
that He was God and He became flesh.  (John 1:14) 
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Questions for your Personal Use or Discussion: 

 
1. (:1-2)  Lots of facts in these verses: 

a. When (when did this take place)?   
 

b. When (during whose reign)?   
 

c. Who (who is this talking about)?   

 

d. What (what were they doing)?   

 

e. How (how had they heard about Jesus)?   
 

 

2. How did you hear about Jesus? 
 

 
 

3. (:3-4)  Why was Herod the King troubled when he heard about the 
visit of the Three Wise Gentiles? (Three Wise Men) 

 

 
4. Why did Herod want to know where the child was to be born? 

 
 

5. (:5-6)  How did the chief priests and scribes know where the child was 
to be born? 

 
 

6. (:7-8)  What did Herod say he hoped to accomplish by sending the 
Three Wise Gentiles to Bethlehem?  Was he lying? 

 
 

7. (:9-11)  Why did it give the Three Wise Gentiles such great joy to find 
this child? 

 

8. (:12-23)  Now begins the unfolding of the story of God’s hand of 
protection on Joseph, Mary and Jesus.  What are the incredible series 

of events? 
a. (:12) 
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b. (:13-15) 

c. (:16-18) 
d. (:19-21) 

e. (:22-23) 

 

Apply This To My Life: 

 
9.          Was any of this left to chance? 

 
Nope.  Every second was planned by and protected by the One, True God.  

Remember, God is never up in heaven wringing His hands when some dark 
cloud is hanging over your life.  If you are a child of His, every second of 

your life is planned and protected by God. 
 

10. Does it ever say anywhere that there were “three”? 

 
Actually, no.  Our Christmas pageants have taught us there were Three Wise 

Men, but technically the Bible never says there were three.   
 

Maybe there were.  And who cares?  But if you ever want to put on a 
Christmas pageant with Two Wise Men, you wouldn’t be wrong. 

 
11. Why did God bring the Three Wise Gentiles into the story? 

 
This is the coolest part of this story, I think, and the reason I named this 

chapter “The Three Wise Gentiles”.  If you will look up the verses below you 
will see that God made clear to His people in Old Testament times that His 

salvation and His love were not just for the Jews.  They were for all the 
world.  Jews and Gentiles.   

 

He was never just the God of the Jews.  He simply gave the Jewish people 
the high privilege of introducing Him to the rest of the world He had made 

and loved. 
 

Jesus was the Messiah of the Gentiles, too. 
 

Psalms 72:10,11   “The Kings of Tarshish and of the isles will 
bring presents; The kings of Sheba and Seba will offer gifts.  

Yes, all kings shall fall down before Him; all nations shall serve 
Him.” 
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Isaiah 42:1  “Behold!  My servant whom I uphold, My Elect One 
in whom My soul delights!  I have put my Spirit upon Him; He 

will bring forth justice to the Gentiles.” 
 

Isaiah 42:6  “I, the Lord, have called You in righteousness, and 
will hold your hand; I will keep You and give You as a covenant 

to the people, as a light to the Gentiles” 
 

Isaiah 11:10  “And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, 
Who shall stand as a banner to the people;  for the Gentiles shall 

seek Him, and resting place shall be glorious.”  
 

The Three Wise Gentiles were the first of millions of gentiles who would 
someday bow their knee to the Messiah of Israel – the King of the world.   

 

12.   If you are not yet suffering for your testimony for Christ, it is 
possible that you someday will.  What do you think you should do to 

get ready for that? 
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