
Week #16 

Ayin 

Psalm 119:121-128 

“The Eye of the Tiger” 

 

Psalm 119:121-128 

I have learned there are two parts of me, when it comes to actually 

accomplishing the things I want to do: 
 

1. My desires 

2. My will 
 

And the problem I run up against is:  Just because I desire something 
doesn’t mean I have the will to make it happen. 

 
I want to be a size 10.  I want it really bad.  But I haven’t yet had the will to 

make it happen. 
 

Every once in awhile, though, my desires and my will come together, and 
then I have what I like to call: 

 
 

The Eye of the Tiger. 
Intentional.  Focused. Deliberate.  Tenacious. 

 
When I have the eye of the tiger, I don’t give up, for any reason. 

Hold that thought. 
 

 

 
 



 

121 I have done justice and righteousness; 
         Do not leave me to my oppressors. 

 
 Even though the Psalmist has done the right thing, what does he think 

still might happen to him? 
 

It looks like he thinks his good and righteous actions have made him a 
sitting target for his enemies.  That is exactly what happens, isn’t it? 

 
We read the truth in the Bible, or we hear it preached or taught, and we 

come to a conclusion within ourselves:  I will do the will of God….not just 
think about it….but do it.   

 
I promise you that as soon as you do that, you will become a target.  I wish 

I could tell you otherwise, but I can’t.  People will try to talk you out of doing 

the right thing.  People will be mad at you for doing the right thing…it makes 
them feel guilty.  Circumstances will change around you as you do the right 

thing…they will get painful or fearful. 
 

There’s no way around it, so we can’t fool ourselves into thinking: “it won’t 
happen to me”.  But, we can ask God to protect us.  Those who are against 

us will be there – but God will be there even more.  
 

Have you been in the Word?  Have you taken steps of faith?  Have you run 
into some opposition?  Ask God to not leave you to the mercy of your 

oppressors. 
 

 
 122 Be surety for Your servant for good; 

         Do not let the proud oppress me. 

 
 What does the word “surety” mean? 

 
Surety means “guarantee”.  Or…”down payment”. 

 
So what is the Psalmist asking for?   

 
Remember the story of Job?  He was a man who truly loved the Lord.  He 

had placed his whole life in God’s hands, and trusted him to protect him 
from his enemies. 

 
One day, Satan appeared before God and told him: “Your servant Job is only 

serving you because everything in his life is great.  If a few things would go 



wrong, he would curse you!”  In His wisdom, God knew what would happen 

if Job experienced tragedy, so He gave Satan permission to bring sorrow into 
Job’s life, but not to touch his body at all.  (Job 1:1-12)  Satan did.  Did job 

curse God? 
 

“In all this Job did not sin nor charge God with wrong.”  (1:22) 
 

Satan tried again.  He appeared before God and demanded the right to hurt 
Job even more, declaring that Job would surely curse God if his own body 

were sick and aching.  God again grants him permission to do what he 
wants….but draws a line in the sand…”you may not take his life.” (2:6) 

 
Job was struck with physical pain and misery, and his wife begged him to 

just go ahead and curse God so that he could die.  But Job did not curse 
God.  (2:10) 

 

Then Job’s three friends gave him all kinds of advice – most of it bad – and 
instead of supporting him in his grief, they added to it.  (chapters 2-37) 

Job is overwhelmed.  He doesn’t really know what to even think about God 
at this point.  He waits for a word from His God. 

 
And God speaks.  “I am God.  You are Job.  Can you speak a word and stop 

the storm?  Were you there when I made the world?  Do you know where 
light and darkness come from?  Can you move the stars in the heavens?  Did 

you tell the goats how to walk on mountain paths?  Do you think to correct 
Me?” (my paraphrase for chapters 38-41) 

 
Job responds.  “Now I realize Who You are.  Now I see You clearly.  I trust 

You more than ever.”  (42:5&6) 
 

This is what God had always intended to happen.  The pain Satan inflicted on 

Job was something God always could have stopped.  He didn’t stop it 
because He knew all along what incredible wealth Job was going to acquire 

through the worst experience of his life. 
 

 Why would the Psalmist need the Lord to be his “surety”? 
 

The question needs to be asked, doesn’t it?....how much “surety” was God 
for Job?  Does the Psalmist really want that kind of “guarantee” from God?  

If God is not going to protect us from the tragedy we are afraid of, how 
much good is He as “surety”?  How can we have faith in One Who will, 

sometimes, allow us to suffer? 
 



You see, God Himself was “surety” for Job.  He was Job’s “down payment” 

for safety.  Satan could never have even gotten close to Job’s life if God had 
not allowed it.  Satan could never do any more than God let him do….and 

Satan was in the end simply God’s tool for dumping unimaginable blessings 
on Job, the one He loved. 

 
 

 123 My eyes fail from seeking Your salvation 
         And Your righteous word. 

 
 What has the Psalmist been seeking…waiting for? 

 
I think at this point we can guess a little bit more about the underlying story 

behind this stanza:   The Psalmist has been going through something, and 
has been looking and looking for the hand of God to snatch him out of it.  

He’s beginning to fail…to grow weary…looking for God’s salvation from this 

situation.  He is tired of waiting on a Word from God.  And yet…he can’t give 
up on God, because he knows everything he needs is all wrapped up in God.  

So he bows his knee before his Lord and asks…. 
 

 124 Deal with Your servant according to Your mercy, 
         And teach me Your statutes. 

 125 I am Your servant; 
         Give me understanding,  

         That I may know Your testimonies.  
 

 What 3 things does the Psalmist know he needs? 
1.  God’s mercy 

2.  God’s teaching 
3.  Understanding of God’s ways. 

 

If the Psalmist could just understand what God was doing.  If God would just 
teach him enough to give him peace of mind.  If God would just extend his 

mercy a little farther….. 
 

Then everything would be OK. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 126 It is time for You to act, O LORD, 

         For they have regarded Your law as void. 
 

 The Psalmist has hit the wall.  There is nothing more he can do or ask 
for.  What needs to happen? 

 
What do you do when nothing else can be done?  What do you do when you 

have obeyed and prayed and cried?  What do you do when your enemies are 
surrounding you and there is no avenue of escape? 

 
Do nothing.  It’s time for God to act.  It’s all up to Him.  You must be still 

and wait to see what God will do. 
 

 Where in scripture have we seen this illustrated?.... that a person 
simply hits the wall….there is nothing else he can do.  If God does not 

step in, all is lost. 

 
I can think of so many: 

 
 When Abraham had the knife raised over his bound son on the altar… 

 
…and he wondered…what is going to happen?  I am here in obedience to my 

God….but surely He will step in…surely He will not allow the slaying of my 
son…the one in whom the future rests.   

 
I imagine he held the knife poised in the air…unable to do anything else…and 

then God acted. 
 

 When Jacob was about to meet his brother, Esau, and was very sure 
he would probably die in the encounter… 

 

…and he wrestled with his fears.  Was his God going to allow this terrible 
thing to happen?  After all these years, was Esau going to finally have his 

revenge?  Not that he didn’t have reason to be angry with Jacob…but was 
the One, True God going to allow the carrier of the seed of the Messiah to be 

slain in a Middle-eastern desert? 
 

Jacob wrestled not only with his fears, but he also wrestled with God, 
holding on tight…refusing to let go of his hope that God would somehow 

bless him…and ultimately the Lord had to break his leg to bring him to the 
point of no strength…and then God acted. 

 
 When Joseph was rotting in an Egyptian jail… 

 



Did he cry out to God from a jail cell floor?  Did he pray for someone, 

somewhere to remember he was there?  Did he wonder  what in the world 
value there was to all his own special talents and abilities when he was 

stuffed away here in darkness and uselessness…and then God acted. 
 

 
 When the people of Israel stood before an uncrossable river… 

 
…and wondered why in the world they had ever believed this man named 

Moses had actually come from God Himself.  They were trapped.  The 
Egyptians had only to ride over that ridge and they could easily wipe them 

out in the next 20 minutes.  What were they thinking to leave slavery behind 
only to be slaughtered on the banks of a wide, uncrossable river?....and then 

God acted. 
 

 When Joshua surrounded the walls of Jericho with only men and 

trumpets… 
 

…how humiliating!  Victory by walking around a city and blowing on 
trumpets?  Where was the powerful army?  Where were the mighty leaders?  

Where was pride?  Where was human strength?  Where was the fear they 
should be instilling in their enemy?  They would be a laughingstock.  Had 

God truly given these instructions?...and then God acted. 
 

 When Habakkuk heard the Assyrians were coming… 
 

What?  God…you are going to allow what?  Why would you bring this evil, 
ugly group of people into your lovely land of Israel and let them bring cruelty 

and pain to them?  How will we survive?  What will we do?  How will we 
protect our children?  How many will die?...and then God acted…. 

 

 When Jonah was tossed into the sea… 
 

Help!  God…I’m an idiot!  What was I thinking?  How could I say no to 
something You wanted?  Did I really think I could get away with that?  Help!  

I want to live!!!  I want to live!!!  And then God acted… 
 

 When Daniel was eyeball to eyeball with lions… 
 

It’s OK…even if I die here today it’s OK.  I will never deny my God.  He is 
bigger than this pagan king.  He is more loving than I ever will understand.  

He is my God.  I will stand for Him with my last breath.  It’s OK.  The lions 
are here.  It’s OK.  And then God acted…. 

 



 When Mary and Joseph could not find an inn… 

The time is so close.  Surely there is a place to stop.  To be safe.  To be 
comfortable.  The baby is coming.  This baby is God Himself.  Where is God 

to make this happen?  And then God acted…. 
 

 
 When Jesus prayed in the garden, “not my will”… 

 
This is why I came.  This is Who I am.  I will pay the price.  I will go to the 

cross.  I will shed my blood.  I will die.  You, my Father, will turn Your back 
on me.  I don’t want to.  But I do.  This is my world.  I’m came to buy it 

back from my enemy…and then God acted… 
 

 
You see, when I occasionally have my desires and my will come together 

and I am able to focus all of my energies and effort to accomplish 

something…when every once in awhile I get “the eye of the tiger”, some 
pretty great things can happen. 

 
But when I come to the end of my abilities, when I am totally out of options, 

when I have no way to make anything happens, when my desires are 
crumbled at my feet, when my will is unable to function …then I wait for 

God to have “the eye of the tiger”.  I wait for Him to decide it’s time to act.  
Nothing will stand in His way – and there will be no giving up before the 

thing is done. 
 

If you ask me, there is no better place to be in the world than in that 
helpless, hopeless place of waiting for God to have “the eye of the tiger”.   

 
Right now in history we are all waiting for our God to have “the eye of the 

tiger” one last time.  He will focus in on His world.  The one He created.  His 

desire for this world and His will to accomplish it will come together in time.  
There will be a 7-year explosion, fueled by “the eye of the tiger”, and our 

future will begin.          

 

 

 

 

 

 



 127 Therefore I love Your commandments 

         More than gold, yes, than fine gold! 
 128 Therefore all Your precepts concerning all things 

         I consider to be right;  
         I hate every false way. 

 

 How will we feel when we see God work? 
 

No fear.  We will hardly be able to wait until the day the ways of God 
surround us for eternity. 

 
 

 

 

 

Your Assignment for next week: 

 Read  “Pe” – Psalm 119: 129-136  (about one verse per day) 

 Answer the following questions as you read. 

 Memorize Psalm 119:136 

“ Rivers of waters run down from my eyes, because men do not keep your 
law.” 

 

 

Psalm 119:129-136 

129 Your testimonies are wonderful; 

         Therefore my soul keeps them. 
 

 As you read the Word of God, are you sometimes just struck with how 
wonderful it is? 

 How many Bibles do you have in your house? 
 Do you know anyone who needs a Bible? 

 
 

 130 The entrance of Your words gives light; 
         It gives understanding to the simple. 



 

 Can you think of any creative ways to get the light of the Word of God 
into a dark place? 

 If a person is not very intellilgent, or even if a person is retarded, can 
the Word of God still bring understanding into his/her life? 

 
 131 I opened my mouth and panted, 

         For I longed for Your commandments. 
 

 People seem to long for the Word of God more when Christians are 
being persecuted than at any other time…why is that? 

 
 

 132 Look upon me and be merciful to me, 
         As Your custom is toward those who love Your name. 

 

 Why would the Psalmist need mercy when God looked at him? 
 

 133 Direct my steps by Your word, 
         And let no iniquity have dominion over me. 

 
 What do you know about sin? 

 Why is sin so attractive? 
 We see the results of sin…so why do we still want to sin? 

 What kind of hold can sin have on us? 
 How do we ever break an addiction to sin? 

 
 134 Redeem me from the oppression of man, 

         That I may keep Your precepts. 
 

 Why do men like to oppress other men? 

 
 

 135 Make Your face shine upon Your servant, 
         And teach me Your statutes. 

 
 In eternity, will we need the sun?  Revelation 21 

 

 136 Rivers of water run down from my eyes, 

         Because men do not keep Your law.  

 Does sin make you sad…or mad? 

 



 


