
Week #9 

Teth 

Psalm 119:65-72 

“When Bad Things Happen…” 

 

Going through bad times is a personal thing.  It’s not academic.  It’s not a 
lesson to be learned.  It’s an infinitely impossible task which must be 

accomplished One-on-one with Almighty God. 

The following is an account of a tragedy.  The Esmond Train wreck near 
Tucson, Arizona, in 1903:  (information was taken from this website: 
homepage.mac.com/icafe/RitaRanch/TrainWreck.html ) 

The "Awful Catastrophe" at Esmond 

28 January 1903 

 

"When Engineer Wilkey saw the situation, he said to Fireman Gilbert, 'Save you life. I will 

hold on to the throttle.' Gilbert jumped as he heard the last words of his heroic chieftain." 

Arizona Daily Star, 29 January 1903 

http://homepage.mac.com/icafe/RitaRanch/TrainWreck.html


"Out on the desert, sixteen miles from the city, is the charred and smoking mass of debris 

which marks the spot of the fearful wreck of Wednesday morning. The wreck of Esmond will 

never be forgotten. On the tablets of memory, anguish, suffering and death was written 

ineffacably the horrors of the worst railroad disaster that has ever occurred in the Territory of 

Arizona." 

Arizona Daily Star, 30 January 1903 

The porter told the Tucson engineers the tragic tale of surviving a terrible train wreck near 

Esmond Station, out in the desert, fourteen miles to the east. About this same time, the brakeman 

of the the same train telegraphed the awful news to Tucson after walking the long 6 miles back to 

Vail, estimating that thirty to sixty people had perished -- pleading for them to send immediate 

relief. A relief train was quickly dispatched from Tucson. Later a train on its regular schedule 

from Benson was stopped at Esmond and sent on to help. 

Just a few hours earlier, the Benson bound Crescent City Express (No. 8) left the Wilmont 

Station at 2:40 AM to meet the Tucson bound Pacific Coast Express (No. 7) at Vails Station. The 

Pacific Coast Express left Vails Station, totally unaware they were heading straight for the 

Crescent City Express, a few miles ahead -- on the same track, in the opposite direction. Straight 

into disaster. 

At 3:30 AM, Wednesday, 28 January 1903, many people died tragically in the fiery head-on 

collision of two doomed passenger trains. 

Passenger train No. 7 [the Tucson bound Pacific Coast Express], Conductor Parker in charge, 

Engineer Jack Bruce at the throttle pulled into Vails station 19 miles west of here [Tucson]... at 

2:40 and there received orders from the night operator Clough to pass the east bound freight train 

at Wilmont siding and with this order Jack Bruch started [the Pacific Coast Express], gradually 

increasing the speed until his train was coming towards Esmond at the rate of fifty miles an hour. 

Little did he think that at that very moment he was rushing on to his death, and that of a score of 

others, and little did he know that the operator at Vails had made a wanton blunder and that right 

ahead of him a few miles was No. 8 [the Benson bound Crescent City Express] rushing on 

towards his train at a terrible speed that would end [in] an apalling calamity. Rapidly [the Pacific 

Coast Express] approached Esmond, shortly she passed by a short siding and on towards a sharp 

curve west, just a she was turning the curve the two trains met in a deadly collision [at the 

present day intersection of Rita Road and Houghton] 



It is doubtful if either Jack Bruce or Robert Wilkey lived long enough to realize th[e] awful 

blunder that had been made at Vails station. Operator Clough had failed to give Conductor 

Parker or Engineer Bruce the oder to pass [the Crescent City Express] at Esmond. How it 

happened that he gave the other effecting the freight at Wilmot and not [the Crescent City 

Express] at Esmond will probably never be known but the stern fact remains that he did not. And 

tonight there [are] sad anxious broken hearts not only in Tucson, but anxous relatives all over the 

country, praying and inquiring for loved ones who were on these two trains. 

The Arizona Daily Star, Thursday 29 January 1903 

"The flames were easily distinguishble miles away from the scene and the smoke was visable 

from the city." 

Arizona Daily Star, 29 January 1903 

 

 

I don’t know anyone who was personally affected by this event, but I know 
that the Esmond Train Station tragedy did affect many.  It claimed lives, and 

brought sadness, depression, economic ruin, and personal pain to countless 
others. 

If I had lived then, knowing what I know now, I would have prayed that the 

survivors could experience the wealth of truth and comfort found in . 

 

Psalm 119:65-72 

 65 You have dealt well with Your servant, 
         O LORD, according to Your word. 

 
 Where have we already seen the first phrase in this verse? (“deal well 

(bountifully) with your servant”) 
 

Remember back at Week #3, “Gimel”?  The Psalmist began that stanza 

asking God to “deal bountifully with” him.  He asked God to shower His 
blessings on him by opening his eyes to spiritual things. 

 



Well now the Psalmist has gone through a personal tragedy, and it seems 

that the Lord God has bountifully answered his request. 
 

 
 What good times can you think of when you know the Lord has dealt 

well with you? 
 

Each person’s answers will be different on this question and the next, but I 
can tell you from my own experience, that being given the gift of 5 children, 

and then 19 grandchildren, and then the chance to be a Pastor’s wife, are, 
hands down, examples to me that God has dealt well with me. 

 
 What bad times can you think of when the Lord has dealt well with 

you? 
 

And yes, I can look back on my life and see every single bad thing as an 

example of God dealing well with me.  Miscarriages, poverty, loss of home, 
loss of things, family pain, times of confusion.  But I will honestly admit that 

the farther away I get from some of those times the more I can see God’s 
bounty.  At the time some of them were happening, I wasn’t all that sure. 

 
 66 Teach me good judgment and knowledge, 

         For I believe Your commandments. 
 

 Look up Philippians 1:9 & 10 and comment on what the Psalmist may 
mean by “knowledge”.  

 
 Why would you and I need good judgment and knowledge when we 

are in the midst of tragedy or pain?   
 

Because we need to know what to do when the world seems to fall apart.  

Or to figure out how to love people when they are the ones causing 
suffering.  Or maybe it means knowing how to discern what is really true 

in each situation. 
 

 
 67 Before I was afflicted I went astray, 

         But now I keep Your word. 
 

 Proverbs 3:11&12.  Revelation 3:19.  Jeremiah 31:18&19.   
Hebrews 12: 7-13.   

 
 Why are we sometimes allowed to go through bad times? 

 



The verses above (and many others in scripture) make it clear that there are 

times when suffering is allowed by God in order to teach us something.  
Maybe it is the only way we can learn that particular lesson. 

 
I can think of an example of this.  The people I know who truly understand 

the grace of God are the ones who have done simply awful things in their 
lives.  They have been addicted, or murdered someone, or left their families 

to pursue stupidity.  Once they are finally brought to the throne of God and 
admit their sin and accept His forgiveness, they seem to be forever full of 

mercy themselves for others who are messed up.  They seem to be humble 
and never able to strike out in judgment against another.  They have 

experienced the grace of God….and are forever full of grace themselves. 
 

 Is this true even when it seems the bad times are not our fault? 
 

I think bad times come even when we haven’t done anything to deserve 

them.  A child dies.  Cancer.  Losing a job.  Losing a home. 
And when those times come, we have to accept that God is using them to 

grow us…and that it is worth it in the end. 
 

 
 68 You are good, and do good; 

         Teach me Your statutes. 
 

 Psalms 106:1.  Psalms 107:1.  How hard is this to say when you are 
going through bad times? 

 
Impossible sometimes.  We’ve all seen the TV images of parents who openly 

proclaim their trust in God even when their children have just been killed in 
an auto accident, and we are in awe of their ability to praise God in such 

circumstances.  But much more frequently we know of good, Christian 

people who can’t understand or accept what God is doing – and can’t feel 
anything inside which would cause them to Praise Him. 

 
 What can you do when you just don’t feel like saying this? 

 
Hebrews 13:15. The Sacrifice of Praise.  The sacrifice of praise is the words 

of praise which leave your mouth when you don’t feel like saying them.   
 

 Will you ever get to the point when you feel like it? 
 

I can’t promise it, but my experience tells me “yes”. 



 

 69 The proud have forged a lie against me, 
         But I will keep Your precepts with my whole heart. 

 
 “Forged a lie against me” literally means “smeared me with a lie”.  

Who can you think of from scripture who had to go through this?   
 

Jesus.  Joseph.  Moses.  David.  Esther.  Nehemiah. 
 

 
 Did that person end up saying, “No matter what, I still will do things 

God’s way?” 
 

Yes.  And what’s the obvious conclusion here?  If they can do it by the power 
of God, then so can I. 

 

 
 70 Their heart is as fat as grease, 

         But I delight in Your law. 
 

 Deuteronomy 32: 7-15.  This passage describes the people of Israel, 
who had been physically blessed of God, but then took God’s blessings 

and grew fat and thick on them.  What happened in their hearts when 
they began to “use” and “abuse” the physical blessings of God? 

 
Verse 15 describes their hearts as they grew “fat” on the blessings of God.  

They kicked.  They began to abuse the One Who had blessed them.  They 
grew obese.  They took and took and took and never gave. 

 
 “As fat as grease” can also be translated “insensible” – or “having no 

feeling”.  How does verse 70 both describe our Christian society today? 

 
It is a pretty good description of us – a spoiled society.  We have accepted 

and then expected and then demanded the blessings of God.  We have 
begun to live like God owes us. 

 
 What solution to this does verse 70 offer? 

 
Delight in His law.  Dig into His Word.  Feast on His Truth.  Read our Bibles 

every day.  Very simple, isn’t it?   
 

But people, even Christians, may hate you for suggesting it. 
 



 

 71 It is good for me that I have been afflicted, 
         That I may learn Your statutes. 

 
 What a shocking response to affliction!  How is it possible for anyone 

to go through hard times….tragedy…pain, and come out saying “it is 
good for me that this has happened”? 

 
It’s a miracle. 

 
 Can you think of anyone you love who is going through bad times right 

now?  Do you hope that they will someday be able to say and really 
mean verse 71?   

 
Yes. 

 

 If so, what can you do to help get them to that point? 
 

Pray.  Hopefully, this would have been my prayer for the victims of the 
Esmund Station Train wreck:  “God, please get them to the point that they 

can say ‘It is good for me that I have been afflicted’.” 
 

 
 72 The law of Your mouth is better to me 

         Than thousands of coins of gold and silver.  
 

 Proverbs 8:10,11,19.  As our country goes through hard times 
economically, people are going to be asking: “Why is God allowing this 

to happen to me?”  What will your answer be? 
 

He is allowing you to see what true riches are.  You’ve been blind and He is 

loving you enough to open your eyes. 
 

 Are you rich with true riches? 
 

Gratefully I can say I think I’m getting there. 
 

 Are you willing to take a deep breath and let go of your “riches” if God 
so chooses? 

 
 Once the Last 7 Years begins someday, one of the things which will 

definitely happen is that people will have economic disasters and 
personal tragedy to deal with.  Will you be ready? 

 



 Are you going through disaster and tragedy right now?  Would it help if 

you knew God was using this pain to train you so that you could be a 
bright light during end times?       

    
“It is good for me that I have been afflicted…” 

 

Your Assignment for next week: 

 Read “Yod” – Psalm 119:73-80 

(about one verse per day) 

 Answer the following questions as you go through these verses 

 Memorize Psalm 119:73 

“Your hands have made me and fashioned me; give me understanding that I 

may learn your commandments.” 

 

 

Psalm 119:73-80 

 

 73 Your hands have made me and fashioned me; 
         Give me understanding, that I may learn Your commandments. 

 
 What are you like?  What is uniquely “you”? 

 Which of those characteristics were given you by God when He made 
you?   

 Which of those characteristics are attributes you have because of your 
sin nature? 

 Which of those characteristics are traits you have acquired because of 

walking with God? 
 What would you like to be like when you get to heaven? 

 What is the Psalmist asking for in this verse?  Why does he need this?   
 

 
  

 
 

 
 



74 Those who fear You will be glad when they see me,  

         Because I have hoped in Your word.  
 

 When you are walking hand-in-hand with God, and you meet another 
person who is walking hand-in-hand with God, what happens? 

 Who are you walking hand-in-hand with right now? 
 

 
 75 I know, O LORD, that Your judgments are right, 

         And that in faithfulness You have afflicted me. 
 

 When any of us has lived through heartache or pain, we eventually 
come to the point where we realize it is the hand of God we have felt 

on our life.  
  

 

T or F:   It is comforting to know the hand of God has been 
placed on my life.  

 
76 Let, I pray, Your merciful kindness be for my comfort, 

According to Your word to Your servant. 
 

 Who needs God’s hands most in      
         this world? 

 
 Sometimes we are the hands of    

        God…who are you touching? 
  

 
77 Let Your tender mercies come to me, that I may live;  

         For Your law is my delight. 

 
 What tender mercies of God are you praying for right now? 

 Are you in such a frightening situation that you wonder whether or not 
you will live? 

 
78 Let the proud be ashamed, 

         For they treated me wrongfully with falsehood;  
But I will meditate on Your precepts. 

 
 Who is waiting for us at the end of the road? 

 Do you realize how much He longs to hold you and heal the wounds of 
this life? 

 



 

 
79 Let those who fear You turn to me,  Those who know Your testimonies. 

 
 Who does the Psalmist want to  

        gather around him? 
 

 For what purpose? 
 

 
80 Let my heart be blameless regarding Your statutes,That I may not be 

ashamed.  
 

 When the arms and hands of God finally reach around me and 
embrace me…I will not have to be ashamed.  Why not? 

 


