
Week #12 

Lamed 

Psalm 119:89-96 

“Forever” 

 

Here’s a new Hebrew word for us: 

                                    

                     M                L                w                         L 

Lowlahm 

“Forever” 

(it means:  “I can’t see the end of it”) 

 

Psalm 119:89-96 

What lasts forever?  Make a list of the top five things you can think of which 

last forever. 

 
When I taught this lesson at Southside Bible Church in Greenwood, Indiana, 

I asked the Saturday morning Men’s Prayer group to respond to the above 
question:  “Name the top 5 things which last Forever”.   

Here’s the results of the Men’s Prayer Survey: 



1. God 

2. Diamonds 
3. Heaven 

4. Love 
5. Bible (God’s Word) 

In addition to these great answers, there were a few other noteworthy 
ones: 

 Hell 
 Life 

 A Woman’s Memory 
 People 

 Government Debt 
 Plastic in Landfills 

 Nose Hair 
 Toe Jam 

 Honey-do list 

 Etc….(you get the idea) 

 

89 Forever, O LORD, 
         Your word is settled in heaven. 

 

 When you think of “forever”, what do you picture? 
 

Most people will picture heaven in their minds. 
 

How do you picture heaven?  Is it a collection of clouds?  Is it in the sky 
somewhere?  Will we be floating around in white robes?   

 
I recommend a book written by Randy Alcorn which gives many descriptions 

of what we can expect heaven to be like – based on scripture.  You might 
enjoy reading it. 

 
Here are some questions asked and answered in it: 

Will we become angels? 
Will we have emotions? 

Will we have desires? 

Will we maintain our own identities? 
What will our bodies be like? 

Will we have new abilities? 
Will we be male or female? 

Will we wear clothes? 
Will we eat and drink? 



Will we be capable of sinning? 

Will we know everything? 
Will we find books in heaven? 

Will we sleep? 
Will we work? 

Will we have our own homes? 
What will we remember? 

Will we recognize each other? 
Will we be re-united with infants who have died? 

If our loved ones are in Hell, won’t that spoil heaven? 
Will we regain lost relational opportunities? 

 
So many more….it’s worth reading.  (one suggestion…the book is kind of tedious for 

the first few chapters.  You could lose interest.  So….I suggest you begin reading at Chapter 

27, then go back and read the first chapters if you want to.) 

 

 

 What is one thing which we know for sure lasts forever? 
 

The Word of God.  This truth is repeated over and over and over again in 
scripture.  Look at just a few of the places: 

 
  Isaiah 40:8 

  Matthew 24:35 
  Mark 13:31 

  Luke 21:33 
  I Peter 1:23-25 

 
John the Apostle begins his Gospel account with these words:  “In the 

beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.”   

 

He knew that his readers would know the Words of God (God’s 
communication to man) would last forever….and he wanted them to make 

the leap in their minds to the amazing fact that Jesus was the Word of God 
(the very expression of Who God is) – and that He, too, would be around 

forever.  Lowlahm. 
 

Remember – as you read and are impacted by these eternal Words of God in 
Psalm 119 – that they are a sweet reflection of the Word of God – Jesus 

Himself.  As you read the Words of God, and you experience great calm or 
peace or a urgent desire to do something for God, don’t forget – it’s Jesus 

Himself Who is speaking to you. 
 



It would be crazy, wouldn’t it?, to wait until tomorrow to respond to 

something Jesus – God Himself – is talking to you about today?   
 

 
 The word “settled” means “stands firm”.  What does that tell you about 

the Word of God? 
 

It gives me a picture of something very solid.  Very dependable.  Very 
strong.   

 
Because I always teach to a group of women I can say this here:  it seems 

most women need and want a sense of security, strength, and 
dependableness in our lives almost more than anything else.  I know I do.  

Well…..you hold in your hands more security than the biggest bank account 

could ever purchase.  Your Bible, the Word of God, is settled in heaven 
forever.  When you reach heaven someday, it will still say the same things.  

The Words will not have changed even one letter.  Everything in it is solid, 
dependable, strong, forever.  Lowlahm. 

 
 90 Your faithfulness endures to all generations; 

         You established the earth, and it abides. 
 

 What proof do we have – which we can see with our eyes – that God’s 
love lasts? 

 
The earth and skies are our proof.  God created the earth and the heavens.  

He set the moon and sun and stars in their places.  The universe He created 
remains today.  When we look up into the night sky and see a vast array of 

twinkling lights, we can be reminded that He is the God of that which lasts.  

He is love.  And His love lasts.  He is light and His light lasts.  He is justice 
and His justice lasts. 

 
Isaiah 45:17 says: “But Israel shall be saved by the LORD with an 

everlasting salvation; you shall not be ashamed or disgraced forever and 
ever.”   His salvation also lasts.  It is everlasting.  The Apostle John said: 

“He who believes in the Son has everlasting life…”  Everlasting life lasts 
forever.  It begins with belief in the Son, and lasts through eternity.  It 

wouldn’t be everlasting life if it could ever end. 
 

Isaiah 51:6 puts everything into perspective.  This amazing created world 
we live in is proof that God produces things that last.  But this world will, 

actually, some day change drastically – it will seem that it vanishes, only to 
be replaced by something better.  But the salvation and righteousness of 

God never will change, not an iota: 



“Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look on the earth beneath.  For the 

heavens will vanish away like smoke, the earth will grow old like a garment, 
and those who dwell in it will die in like manner; but my salvation will be 

forever, and my righteousness will not be abolished.”  Isaiah 51:6 
 

So what’s the Psalmist’s point?  There are some things which last forever.  
God’s Word is one.   God Himself is another.  God’s love and righteousness 

and salvation are 3 more.  Lowlahm. 
 

 
 91 They continue this day according to Your ordinances, 

         For all are Your servants. 
 

 What things in our world have existed from the day God made them to 
today? 

 

Sun.  Moon.  Stars.  “God set them in the firmament of the heavens to give 
light on the earth; and to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide 

light from darkness.  And God saw that it was good.”  Genesis 1:17&18 
 

 Who…or what….is the Psalmist talking about when he says “all are 
your servants.”? 

 
He’s talking about the sun, moon, stars, heaven and earth.  They are the 

servants of All-mighty God, and will be there, in the places He put them, 
until He decides otherwise.  

 
Look at one more verse, from Jeremiah, about the dependableness of God’s 

love and God’s salvation:  “If my covenant is not with the day and night, and 
if I have not appointed the ordinances of heaven and earth, then I will cast 

away the descendants of Jacob and David My servant, so that I will not take 

any of his descendants to be rulers over the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob.  For I will cause their captives to return, and will have mercy on 

them.”  Jeremiah 33:25-26.   
 

What is He saying?  That the sun, moon, stars, heaven and earth are proof 
that the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob will never be cast away.  

And that is proof to us of His nature…of Who He is.  If we have placed our 
faith in Him, our relationship with Him is forever.  Lowlahm. 

 
 

 
 

 



 92 Unless Your law had been my delight, 

         I would then have perished in my affliction. 
 

 Read Isaiah 54, and comment on how this chapter is a delight. 
 

The whole chapter is running over with the promises of God for the future He 
has for us, His people - promises we can count on because God’s promises 

are forever. 
 

 :1-3 – Your family will be huge, and will fill your dwelling.  Have you 
suffered the loss of family or houses in this world in order to be true to 

Christ?  You can never outgive God. 
 :4-8  Shame will not have a place in your life ever again.  If you’ve 

ever been humiliated, made to feel lowly and unloved, everything is 
about to change when you walk into your future with God, your true 

husband Who loves you and will proclaim His pride in you someday. 

 :9&10 God’s promise to Noah, to never totally destroy the world again, 
is God’s promise to you.  You can count on His faithfulness to never 

depart from you. 
 :11&12 Your new dwelling will be rich, well-appointed, made for your 

pleasure 
 :13-17  Peace.  No war.  No enemies.  No fear. 

 
When affliction, doubt, or worry comes, you only have to look to your future 

with your God to be built back up again with hope and joy.  You can’t lose 
what’s forever.  Lowlahm. 

 
 

 93 I will never forget Your precepts, 
         For by them You have given me life. 

 

 Have you ever had a near-death experience?  What do you remember 
about it?  Why is it so easy to remember the details of this 

experience? 
 

I actually did think I was going to die.  We were in a small, private plane 
above Indianapolis, getting ready to land at night.  The light for the landing 

gear – which would normally come on, telling the pilot all was ready to head 
toward the runway – didn’t come on.  We tried to manually lower the landing 

gear…flew by the runway tower, giving them a chance to shine a light on the 
belly of the plane to visually determine whether or not a landing was 

safe…and finally made the descent anyway, not sure whether or not we 
would need those many emergency vehicles which were now lining our path 

of entry. 



 

My thoughts?  Very, very afraid.  I knew I would go to heaven if I died.  But 
I truly, truly did not want to die in a plane crash. 

 
It turned out that the landing gear was fine.  It held as the pilot gently set 

us down and as we taxied to the hangar.  When we got off the plane, I 
wanted to fall to my knees and kiss the ground. 

 
I remember every detail of that night because it is burned in my mind.  I 

almost died.  Nothing else seemed even remotely more important. 
 

What’s the Psalmist saying, then, in verse 93?  He’s saying he will never 
forget the Words of God – because he was facing death, and those Words – 

those Words which are eternal, forever - saved him.  Nothing else could be 
even remotely more important.   

 

The Words which brought you life will always live.  The Word (Jesus) Who 
brought you life will always live.  Your eternity rests on the Words and the 

Word….not on you.  Lowlahm. 
 

 94 I am Yours, save me; 
         For I have sought Your precepts. 

 
 How can I be so sure God will save me? 

 
I am His.   

 
He will not let me go.   

 
He is the One Who sought me.  “No one can come to me unless the Father 

Who sent Me draws him…” (John 8:44).  And He is the One Who holds on to 

me. “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them and they follow Me.  And I 
give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone 

snatch them out of my hand.  My Father, Who has given them to Me, is 
greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of my Father’s hand.  

I and my Father are One.”  John 10:27-29. 
 

Lowlahm. 
 

 95 The wicked wait for me to destroy me, 
         But I will consider Your testimonies. 

 



 The word “consider” tends to give us the wrong idea of what this verse 

is saying.  It could also be translated: “give attention to”.  How does 
that help you understand the verse? 

 
“Consider” seems to have the connotation that I will think about God’s Word 

and decide whether or not I will believe it.  But “give attention to” says I will 
simply turn my eyes from that which is threatening me to that which lasts 

forever, and everything will be calmed within me.  Lowlahm. 
 

 96 I have seen the consummation of all perfection, 
         But Your commandment is exceedingly broad.  

 
 Again, there is a word in this verse which keeps us from getting the 

full meaning for our day.  The word “consummation” can also be 
translated “end”.  Read the verse again, using the word “end”, instead 

of “consummation”,  and ask yourself: 

 
o What things does our culture consider “perfect”? 

Houses.  Cars.  Good health.  Slim bodies.  Clean arteries.  Clothing. 
Beautiful landscaping.  Friends.  Families.  Husbands.  Wives.  Education.  

Careers.  Children.  Checking accounts.  401k’s.  Mobile devices.  Vacations.  
Retirement…… 

 
o Do all those things have an “end”?  Yes.  All of them. 

 
 What does the Psalmist see that is perfect, and is so huge that he just 

can’t see the “end” of it? 
 

God’s Words.  They are so immense he can’t see where they end.  Lowlahm. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Your Assignment for next week: 

 Read  “Mem” – Psalm 119: 97-104 

(about one verse per day) 
 Answer the following questions as you read. 

 Memorize Psalm 119:97 
“Oh, how I love Your law!  It is my meditation all the day.” 



 
 

Psalm 119:97-104 

 

 97 Oh, how I love Your law! 

         It is my meditation all the day. 

 
 What is your favorite dessert? 

 Do you love the Word of God that same way?   
 As you’ve been in the Word of God every day in this study, have you 

found that you love it more and more all the time? 
 Can you think of a time in the last few weeks when you have 

meditated on the Word of God nearly all day? 

 
 98 You, through Your commandments, make me wiser than my enemies; 

         For they are ever with me. 
 

 Who are some of your enemies? 
 Can you think of a time when the Word of God helped you be wiser 

than an enemy? 
 

 99 I have more understanding than all my teachers, 
         For Your testimonies are my meditation. 

 
 Who are some of the people you have taught? 

 Do any of them know more than you do now? 
 How does that feel? 

 

 100 I understand more than the ancients, 
         Because I keep Your precepts. 

 
 Who are the “ancients”?   

 Is it OK to be young, and yet teaching the Word of God? 
 Have you ever felt like you knew more than older people, because you 

have been learning God’s ways? 
 

 101 I have restrained my feet from every evil way, 
         That I may keep Your word. 

 



 Are there things you have had to give up in order to be fully 

committed to pouring God’s Word into your life? 
 

 102 I have not departed from Your judgments, 
         For You Yourself have taught me. 

 
 Is the Psalmist being proud here?   

 Do you feel proud of yourself as you’ve been in the Word more? 
 

103 How sweet are Your words to my taste, 
         Sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

 
 Can you think of another place in scripture where the Word of God is 

described as “sweet”? 
 Can you think of a time when God’s Words have seemed sweet? 

 

104 Through Your precepts I get understanding; 
         Therefore I hate every false way.  

 

 How does the word “hate” show up in such a positive, upbeat Psalm? 


